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The moment before it began to rain, before our clothes
became stuck to our skin, before we began to run down the gravel
road, before we began to shriek in delight, I felt my body’s membranes
give a little. I felt lighter, looser, like walking out to the first thaw
of snow after five long winter months. And then the clouds opened.

Beyond sound weaves mosque, milk, sky, stars, the touch of the
living and the touch of the dead.

Beyond sound fuses vibration and reflection and paper.

“Mama, Ilove the movie theatre of my life,” Holden, now
a kindergartener, says. He scoops up a forkful of spaghetti, sauce
dripping onto the side of green beans. And he hums, a robust
hum, somewhere between “yum, yum, yum” and a chant. I tease
out this sound, holding it in my ear. As I breathe his song into
my body, I jot down his words and the tenor of his sound.
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