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EFFICIANT LIVESTOCK AFD PROFITS FROL FARMING
Wi, s Sspleienial | seflerence  Ue

COICILICAL PARK PRODUCTION

Sales ¢f livestock and of livestock produgte constitute sm

1

h Dalklefia) Bawss.. Recerds

.

important part ¢f the receipts on most Sout
on 126 farms in Byrown and Jones Counties in 1921 show that in Browe
Gemity 37 per cent and in Jomas County 80 per cent of the easih
recelpts were from these sources. South Dakotoa is so far from

e seérmdnal markets thet nearly all of the roughage &@d a lgrle
part of the coarsc grain produced in the State is fed to liwvestock
#d merketed in the Torm of beef, pork, butberfat and eggs. IW
Nodlikows that, on any poriticulze-farm; the productliveness oF iHe

Jivestock, or the efficiency with which they cenvert fecd-stuifs
ifhto marketable fopd is an important facter affeeting prefits,

How may we increcase the nroductiveness orp efficiency of ar
livestock and by so deoing increase our proiits from tbe_farm as o
whole? Instead of discussing this cuestion in a general way foér
I elassies of litviestiock, let ws eohilne cursclVies: to Gue' hog
enterprise. This will mzke it possikle tc be much more defindte
in our statements than would c¢thervvise ve truc.

5 i

Studies that Rave been mafle of the eest of Dreducing pork

Sider ws that '‘there ds ne sEb, sStandernd of cfiFiste cost. InlEack
the cost is not exactly the same cn any two f2Zrms. In a2 recocnt
sty of 20 frrms in Mnpesota cne tan p3edueed L00 pouhds of

tinte hog witi-508 peunds of -grain and B3 pounds of skifwwdlk, 8

neighbor of his reguired 787 pounds of gratn and 302 peunds of
skimmilk. Ancther study of 51 droves of hogs in Iowa and Illinois

in 1921 shows that Mthe ccst of producing 100 pounds of pork

(09}

A : - ~ 73 Ry ~ r 1 0 -
varied from 33,76 on the farm making cheapest pork to $10.48 on
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the farm heving the highest cost. Ten forms mdde pork costing
keos ilan 5 e hundred. On 1& fagms the cost ranged el &5 te
a bundred, om 14 faorms from L6 $o 97, and on the remaining 11 %
farms the cost wns over %% for each 100 pounds grocwn." There
is o wide variation in the productiveness of different droves
of hogs as well zos in the feed, care and acnagenent whichthey
receive. Four ways of lowering cescs and thereby increasing
e ppread between eest and eRlling price and the chances fos
prefit are:

}. Fecding for dconomical prodwetion,

2+ Raigsing large. litters,

3. Reducing losses frcem discases znd narasites, and

4, Marketing ot proper time and weight.

Feeding fer Fconcmical Producticn

2

e tokes cheaps £ eed . topmalde cheay porik. Covn iy the ohileR

feed wsed in pork production and South Dokota ranks tenth among

the Stotes in the production of cecrn. Morcover, South Dakoto is

a leng distince feom-the termipnl markets and over mueh of shie

Peate It s difficelt Jor fogmess te mSEll theily cexrn a9 SILNE

i, clonp@t i t.ien with Cther fakfers neirer TAg: central marksls,

However, hogs are mush 1e3s bulky than corn, ond South Dakota

hogs do compete on very favorable teriis with those rnised in

gther strtes; South Daketn farmers sheuld be able to feed conm

ol oEs 2 2 Pikof®T if 1t cen bel dene inl ani pet of The coinGhv
Pasture furnishes cne c¢f the cheapest heog fecds which we

have. A good 21falfa or clover pasturc is nlmest o necessity in

Plenty of fresh waler gliculd be avalilable at all.fimes if

best results are to be obtaincd,
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There should be enough protein (bone znd muscle-building
material) in the ration to make for healthy develownment. Legume
rastures, skimmilk and tankage furnish this sort of feed.

Experiments with hogging-off corn, with self-feeders and
with concrete feeding-floors near the corn c¢rib, show that it
pays to feed a hog all he will eat. If ghowth is checked by
lack of fecd, the chances for profit are lessened.

Large Litters Mean Leow Costs

The report on the cost of producing perk on 51 farms in Iowg
and Illinois in 1921 above referred to shows that "the cost of
producing a weaned pig voried from. 2,73 in the breeding herd
having the lowest cost wer pig to $10.186 per weaned pig in the
drove having the highest cost for each pig. The size of Ll tters
at weaning time was one of the most imporitant factors in deter-
winifgz the ecost and varies from twe pigs ir ene drowe to eight
Pize in each of the two droves weaning t he largest litters. HNine
droves weaning legs than four-pigs to the sow showed an 2 verage
pig cost of 76.70; twenty-one droves, wenning from four to six
pigs, cost $4.76 per pig; eighteen droves, weaning between six
gl eight pigs, $4.27. The average cost was 4,50,

This means that the sows that forrowed and raised the most

v

pigs per litter, did so at the lowest cost per vig. Thesc sows
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were nearly always tricd scws thot were used in the breeding herd
because their previous litters had been large. The number of
pigs saved was largely detcrmined by the condition of the farrow-
ing guarters and care in handling the sow and her now pigs.

Death Losses Incrensce Costs

The -average death loss in Tthe 51 herds referred to abeypr s

’

rcent. Out of every 1000 pigs frrrowed, 340 died before they
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were ten weeks of age. TIlost of these losses were due to caoreless
management and feeding of the breceding herd. Ways of lessening
these losses will no doubt

causes as shown in the report.

- Nvevocge nuaber deaths

Causes ahone 1000 pigss farrowed.
Laid cn by sows 93,6
Farrowed dead 50
Farrowed venlk 10NS]
Hecrotic-enteritis 3519
Premature birth 3%, 8
Starved 21.5
Scours el

16

2

Chilled

Taten by sows

Scre mouth

Miscellanecus

Teteldl deaths in YOO pigs ,
Defdfe WewniiE TiEe o v v oo s sne DA0L Y
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Ways should be found te lessen this high nortality emong
little pigs, flor, o8 we haWwe seen, the laFger the Litter wempncel

ost -gef pig afd the greater the chmufe fTef W

O

the less the
In condrast tc these heavy losses among little pigs, we find cnly
4.8 per cent of denths in the brecding herd and aouaong pigs after

weaning time.

Weight and Tine of Selling

Another importint factor affecting proiits from heog
raising is the weight at which the hogs nre scld. The market
lately has paid & premium for ligh ht hogs. Pigs that =are

frirvowed in a warm hog houvse enrly in the spring, orcwn out on

in the dry lot, should weigh 225 pouwnds 2t 73 months. This is

a good time to scll tham. Galns ande after 225 pounds is reachced

~ e

cest more than grins made before that time. Morcover, the marke
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other time during the year.
Conclusion

The average praduction of butterfat per cow in South Dakota
is about 135 pounds, barely enocugh to ray the cost of feed and
shelter. And yet there are herds averaging weil over 300 pounds
per cow and showing & good profit on the feed and labor consumed,
The average hen in South Dzkota lays orly 55 eggs per year, yot
there are flocks where the average production is from 90 to 120
eggs per fowl, Further studies indicate that the statcment made
at the beginmming ef this article will heif Wrfhe Ior all cilzBE6EE
of livestock, namely, that profits from livestock are dependent
upon the productivemess and efficiency of the steck and upon
the care and management which they r eceive. It olso follows
that profits from livestock directly affect the profiis from
the faerm as a whole.

Suggested topics for discussion at club meetings:

1. "A" type hog houses versus colony houses.

2, The use of self-Teeders.

3. Concrete feeding-floors.

4, Hogping-off comm,

6. Use of soy beans with corn for hogging-off

6. Use of mineral mixtures.

7. Skimmilk as a substitute for tankage.
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