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CROPPIFG SYSTEMS

Many different cropping systems are used in South
Dakgta. In pert of the "West-Riwer? esountry it is cilse
tomary to raise equal acreages of corn and small grain,
The cornm is planted with a lister and the small grain
digsced WA on the eorh ctubble the Rext yesr, Very LlLitdle
plowing is done, In Spink County, typical of the north-
western part of the State, there are three acres of small
grain fer ecagh acre lm Gorn. OSurveys im Brown County and
Jones County in 1221 show very different cropping systems

prevailing in those counties. #

Kiwad of @étop 60 farm in Brown 61 Tamn 1n ¢ ones
T County-21921 County-1921
Wheat aeres 203 16
Gorn n 61 55
dats Tl 36 20
Barley 1 e r
%iscellaneous it 6 3
e "‘c, {
%714 Hay . 42 st
Pasture = e
u 85 812

# Figures gathered by tlhe State Department of agriculture,

Wel wsied. ito) lear a goed deal about “ereop rotatiean ) wamid
we were taught that every good rotation shouid contain a
euvltivated erop, a grailu erop a.ad a legume Tor hay ar pambuie.

The second cutting of hay or the pasture crop was plowed

tnder tlo maintvaiilor InecEease the  Fenits Wiy off Hhelsonles

NOTE: One of the beslt bulletnins on thhis suhject is entitled,
"Dry Ferming in ‘Westeln Coutil Dalota%. It may be Hadg By
writing to the State Coliege or the United Slates Depart-

Al

£

mientl eF AoRi cultene fer Farmers' RURklctiniien,




b

In parts of Seuthh Dakota, because of insufficiert mofsture,
this -so~ealfed %oreeh manur@! dees Rot rot befare the naxt
crop year and the ground dries out. TFor this reasonrn,and

na

o)

beEuse 2lfalia, weich is oW moet  popular tame hay
pas e Yeiropsl ek nat! Wikl inte aisheort Hetation, This SHand-
ard fomml of roeotatiom ifsl nat: widely”* nractuced.

Since in most parts of the State we do not find definite
erop rotatieons that imeclude ithe thEee types of crops mention-

1 ted

o

ed as cometituting an i1deal potal®dR: namely, a cultiv
érop, 2 grain €erop, and a leguminfems hay or pasture erop,
ity S ol Tee. welliSkle, speak of them as Yeropping  systems’ ins
sitead of as rotatiens. There are a number of 4ests which
should be applied to every cropping system and which it

must pass. T maiskeg

i

) Fit the lieeml 3 iy

(b) Avoid heavy peak loads of labor
(c) Provide feed crops for livestock
(d) Include cash croos for sale, and
{e) Keen down weeds

-~

Cropping System Should Tit Leocality

- —

There are Several ways in which a cropping system
sheuli@d w9t tHe locality. The ergps grown should be such as
agre well a@apted e the climate and soil of the region.
Drought-resistant varieties should be grovn in the drier
parts of the State. fhe distance ¥¥om a local market or

shi\ppiiiepesnit TNl eften mediifty ther eropping sysiten.



For example, if a farm is 20 miles from~a railroad, then
its crops should be fed to livestock and marketed on the
hoof, unless oerhaps some high-prirced seecd, like Tl=2¥ or
2lfalfa seed, will justify the long Lhaul %o marksht., OCn
the gthews hand, a2 faMm located nea@ & Shipking point might
market its erops largely as grain or a5 dadry products.

Avoid Peak Loads of Labor

In plenning a: eropping system it is welds We aveild

heavy peak loads of labor at certain times of the year.
Wheat calls for a geod:-deal of work in April and August,
while corn makes its heaviest demand for labor during

June and July. It is et Wwsually péesible &0 iamiiTely
avedd these rush.seasens, but they are vary ezpefisive.
They meen that exXtra mel must Be hired, of tey Wy Fhe day
andl @t high wages, They wman that pxira horses mist ve
kept duwing the entire year just for the few dEys work
they daat these times. " Hlfzalfa is & good Ly exrop, but
in, perits of South. Dgkota the first, ewtting st usueitly rezdy
when every avallable man and team is cultivating corn.

Her phiisimezision: the later-maturing, thowel offteniufier 1om
native grasses are usced for hay. Winter rye is a good ex-
ample of a crop that fits in well wiath ittheise wswal Iy erown
In South Dakota. It is sown in CSeptember or October after
the harvest rush is over and is cut in July after the corn
is laid by and before the other small grain is ready to
harvept. One reguirement of &z geed eropping system, then,
is that it should distribute the demand for labor as even-

ly a8 pépeible throggheut the year.
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Provide Feed Crops for Livestock

A good cropping system shouvld provide all of the roigh-

2e (pasture, hapy, fodder) and a large part of the coars#
grains (corn, oats, barley) needed by the livestcck Xkept on
that particular farm. This 1s good business practice as
home-grown feeds are usually cheaper than those which are
purchased. These feeds are buillly and the cost of hauling
apd tFaRpBpe@rting them is great. Not eonly is &t begt to raise
all of the roughage and most of the grain for one's stock,
but it is well to carry over a surplus of these feeds from
one year to another. This protects against a short-crop
season and 1is very good insurance,

Cash Craps for Sale

Thewe is an old stery about the man who "raised more
gorn #e feed more hegs te"Wmy more land to raise mere c€orn
tle] fleed more pigs;,  etes" A good cropping system should
include Y"cash ¢€rops" for sale, even if some of the soil
fewidliey is removed with them. We heéar a good deal abowutk
"soil-robbers" now-a-days. DBut when it comes to making a
good living, paying off a mortgage and maintaining soil
feritility, the first two items come first and on most
farms it takes cash crops as well as livestock sales to
realize tlem., While this is true, there are many farms in
South Dakota where too large a proportion of the income is
derived from the sale of crops and where a better balanced
system of farming, which includes more livestock, would

yield a higher net income,
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Keeping Down Weeds

Any cropping system that permits weeds to come into

the fields and take posgessiem of the land is hardly worthy
the name of eropping system. Whem it comes to keeping the
land relatively free filrom weeds, the old-fashioned rotation
which included a cultivated crop, a grain crop, and a hay
er pPmEture crop, is ene of the Wery best eFopping . sysbveéds
which could be devised. Corn and potatoes are excellent
weed killers because of the intensive cultivation which
they receive, Winter grain is good, especially when the
stubble is plowed immediately after harvest.

The blank on the following page should be filled out
at the club meeting. Methods of eradicating the following
weeds may also be discussed:

(a) Sow Thistle (d) Yellow hustard

(b) Wild oats (e) Cockleburr

(¢) Quack Grass (f) Binadweed



What cropping system are you following?

=6i=

sider an ideal system for your locality?

What do you coun-

Pill out first the column headed "My Farm® and then the

column "Ideal Farm for

thig
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