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Ertengion Circular No. 115. Scuth Dakota State Collcge
end U. S. Department of
sgriculturce Cocperating .

PCTATO GROUFPS AND VARIETIES
By

George H. Valentine

Assistent sigronomy Specialist .

There are a large number of potato groups in the classificaticn
of this crop. These groups arc diffcrent from varictics of
potatocs. Each group includes several varictics. Jliogether
there are about a deozen groups but we will list hicre only the
important groups grown in South Dakota.

A. Tho Differcnt Potato Groups:

1. The Cobbler Group - EBarly Maturing, medium sized, whitc sking
an important truck crop potato; itubers roundish with blunt onds,
the stcm end being notched rather decplv and giving a shculdercd
appearance to the tuber. Eves, medium in number, shallow to decp.

Sprouts, shert and rather stubby.

Common varieties within this group include Irish Cobbler,
Early Dixic and Early Eurcka.

2. Triumph Groun - Very cerly maturing, mcdium sizcd, white to
red skinned; few important commercial varictics. Tubers round,

blunt to obtuse ends, slightly too distinctly shouldered. Eves,
medium in number ond depth.

Common varicties within this group include Triumph, Quick
Lunch and Homneoyc Rosc.

3. Rosc Group - Barly meturing, medivm sizcd, pink skinned;
tubers elongated or oblong, usuclly flcitish at the center and
tapering tovard each cnd, stem and sccd end rather blunt. BEyves
numerous, shallow to medium dcep but sharply marked. Sprouts
rather long, medium thick.

Common varicties within this group includec Early Foriunc,
Early lNorthcrn, Early Rose and Latc Rosc Nerthern Beauly.
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&, Ferlv Ohio Group - Early Maturing, mcdium sized, light pink
skin: Iubers round oblouy, with full rounded sced and stem cnds.
Ev s= numcrous, rathcr shallow but strong, sometimes protuberant.
Sprouts, short large at basc.

Common varicitics in this group include Early Ohio, Early

<
Merket; Zorly lenme and Early Six Wecks.

X )

5. RBurbank Group - ¢ium latc maturing, medium o largc sizg;
Xin vhite, smooth to glistcning; importart in the §
long, cylindrical and slightly flottened in shapc. Zyes

S
nuncrous cnd well distributed, rather shallow.

o)

Comrmon varictics in this group include Burbank and Whitc
Beauty.

6. Greoen HMountain Group - letec moturing, large size, white

nettcd ghiy ihe Greea Mountain and Ruralil Group contein scveral

of the most imporient commorcial variot%os of potetces. Tubcrs

broadly roundish, floticned to distinct obloag-glettoned, cnds
J 9

usuvally blort. Eves medium in nunibor qnd rathcr shcollow, vD"Quts

shert and stubby.

Ccmmon varictics within this group include White llountein,
Pride and White Hervest. (S. D. 8i3)

T, Rrral Group - Latc meturing, lorge size. The most impertant
group for the MNorthaestorn United 3totes. Tubors round end
flattcned to distinctly oblong. Evcs fow and shallew. prouts

short,
The comwen varicties within this grouv having vhitc s
incluvde Raral New Yorker, Sir We;to” Ralcign, Bugluss

{s. D. 876), Cermen and Whitc Grani.

The common vorictics within this group hoving a russct
skin include Letec Potosky and Russet.

B. Vhat is a Potzteo Vericty:

In discussing the classification of all crops, scvercl terms
erc cmploycd which shouvid be defined in orcder thet their noan-
ing and use may be clicarly undersiood. The tora "varcity” is

sometimes confuscd with other teris having a similar wmeoning
Whon the term "varicty" is applicd Lo potatces it motns a group
of the spceics thaot have like charecters os regerds sizc, shope
color, like meturing quelitics, ctce Ir the potato femily therce
arc about 160C spccice but only six of thesc bear tubers, the
potato family being onc of the six. The botaniczl remc for the
potato spccies is Solanum tiberosui. Vithin this specics arc
the numerous varictics which are meroly subdivisiouns of the
larger group.
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Cs Potato Verieties in the United Statcs:

e

There have becn over a thousaond verictics of poitctocs described
by certoin potatvo cuthoritics, It would be inpossitle for us teo
include in this circular anyvhore noar that number of doscrip-
tions. Th# differconce betvicon mony of these variciics is iadead
voery slight. Thoere cre also ¢ large number of differont ncuacs

fer icdenvicolly the scme potote,

v

D. Poleto Varictics in South Dekota:

Thene |are a large number of Wifforenmt warictics of pototees in
South Dekot )

2. Probably the most popula e
ils whelBailly "0hdlo, L~ rathey faar medus of ded a-

f thc nmamber ¢
ilowing s giwch

ifying various

tive popularity wrould be to mcke & commeriscw
growers certifying the dilfferent verictics. F
the number of South Daketa poictc growiers certi
verictics fsubject to finai inspection):

L)

S
7 o
orrmining the rel
o)
0

Lerly Ohic - S7
Irish Ccbblers - 8
Green Mountain - 5
Pligs Traumph - 2
Purcl New Yorkecr - 3

B &S Q"lanL that among certificd growers the Early Ohio scums
to be the fevorite voricty. TFollowing is glvo* e brief des-
cription of cach cf thede importont varictie

Earlv Ohio:

Origincted by Jilfred Recse in 1871;

claimed to bc a scedling of Eerly ",
Rose. Iniroduced by J. J. H. i
Gregory in 1875. \
Descrigulon = Growun sidc by side \
rith the Early Rosc, it proved !
ovoral days carlier and its - I
vield a third greater. Vhile Lo ]
similar to the Early Rose in color, i)
it is quite distinct in sheope, \ i
being round-otlong instcad of oval- J
oblong, ond con cosily be disting- N

uished; cycs about as numerous o8

thosc of the parcent, brows rather /
morc prominent; on the lergest \\ o
specimens the clustors of eyes ot \\“-‘-__“~ /f///

the sced cnd @re located slightly ”

to one side of the longer exis.




Irish Cobbler:
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Green Mountain:

Originated by 0. H, ALlexander,
Charlotte, Vt,, in 1878; claimed

to be a secdling from m cross
between Dunmore ond Excelsior,
Introduced by J. A. Everitt &

Co. in 1885.

Description - Season medium late,
Vines vigorous, foliage decp green.,
Tubers short and chunky, flattcned,
and not very regular; cyes some=
times slightly, somctimes con=-
siderably depressed; skin ncorly
white; fleosh white, fine groined,

Origin not knovm; claimed by
sorioc lcading sccdsmen to haie
been first grown by an Irish
sheencker of Marblehead, Mass.
Description - Scason exira
ecrly. Gregory says, "Similar
or identicel with Eureka".
Tubers ncarly round, large;
cyes good; skin russet, finely
netted; flesh white.

- Short oblong type or
breadly roundish flattened.




Green lountain Jre

Originated by W. E. Jokhnson, Rich=-
nend, Me., din 1905; claimed to be

on inbred Green Mountain (that is

from & secd ball grown on Green Moun-
tann). | The originator soys, "Praci-
2caily a thoroughbred or purcitred”. In-
troduced by the Johnson Sced Feiznto Co,
Descrintion - Scason late. Vincs rwch
transihed and vigerous; ileaves brond,
lark greoen; blessoms white with ycllow
centers; tubers round to obloung, sone-
whot fiattened; eyes shoallow; skin 2o
trifle whiter than that of its porent
end more nctted.  Sprouts whitc cond
stubby in the spring cnd do not grow
very long. Note = 5o Far this waricty
doszs not appecr to possess quolitics
superior to those of its parcnt.

&>
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Triunph:

Synonyns, Bliss's Triunph, Red
Blisgs, Stray Beauty, Red Six
Weeks, Edrly Hunt. Originnted

in Connccticui; claimed to ke =
scecdling of Dcorlcss crossecd with

2. sooollnb f Barly Rosc. Intro-
duccd by B. K. Bliss & Sons in
1878.

Description - Season curly, ra-
tares aboul 10 days carlicr thosm
Barly Rose emd ds more productives:
Vincs crect; foliage dork gricn.
Tubers medium size, round, wrifcrn
in shope; cycs siightly deprosscd:

0
ne gnEdie

0y

skin light red; flesh

)
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Rurel MHew Yorker No. 2

Origineted by E. 5. Cirnon;
claimcd to be & scedling of
scedlings raised through scve-

cral gencretions. Introducced \
to Rural New Yorker subscribers }

in a very limited woy in 1888,

Offered bty Je. . Therburn & Co. !
in 1689. {
Descrintion = Sceson mediun lote.

Vincs Thrifty and strong. Tubers
oblorg, inclincd to round or round-
oval, rather flattcned; cycs few, \
shcllow; skin purc vhite, nctted,

flesh vhitc.

———
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