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PIANTING THE POTATO CROZ?

by
George H. Valentine
Assistant Agronomy Specialist.

% The Polate Planteg:
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vicker type and the twoe mrn tyoc. In the pic type the
picccs are plecked up on steel points from which they are
gropped in.theffurrows JIf the pieces awec of uniform size,
blocky in shape and the vianter is in good condition and
set right, it should give a 95% stand or mae. Under un-
fevorable conditions, however, it may often miss os mony 28
207 of the hills and if there are muy small pieces, it wi
frequently plant two in a hill.
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The two-mon ty»ne drops the pieces froam pockets
and it 1s nccessary to hove an cxtra men vwho sits on the
seat behind the planter tos ee thnt therec is a piece in
every pocket and thot no pocket has two picces. If the
men do their work properly, 2 stand of 95% or more should
be secured with planiers of this typc.

Therc is not a great cmount of difference in
these plantcrs. If the mon b c¢hind the two-mon type 1is
dareful it owght to be 'possible 1o a'ecure a 1005 Stend.
The »picker type has o tendency to spread disease more
readlly Iromsone plece (to another.

B. Tlic Best Date to Plant:

Ixperiments have been conducted at South Dakota
Statiens o deterniinme e Best time To blent potatees.
Tiie iollowing is teken from S. D. Bulletin No. 176 relative
to resulis obt(Lnrd at Highmore substation during 1%15-16.

o "As an average of two years (1915 ond 1916) the
highest yield for carly digging wos obtained by planting
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Cooperative Bxtension Vork in ArIlChlburb ond Home cononlics,
W. P. Kumlien, Director, Distributed in furtherance of ALcts

of Congress of 1oy & and June 50, 1914.



Zpril 1lst, but the highest yield of mrketable tubers
from e APril Ltk plawiigg. The Fune Ist Hlalitifg gave
the highest yield of merketable tubers for the 1:,_ d

but planting May 15th gave the greatest total yie ]
ently whe practice.of planting Jor early @nxket - as early as
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go.wlb_l_e in spring, anc for winier supply during e .ia

Eh
vwo weelks of May is supported by the two vears data available.®

C. How mmuch seed to Plant:

A wide range exists in amouni of seed us
ing Dotatoes. In the more erid sections as low as
bLushels of seed is used per acre. In such secticns Ul
arec usually about 48 inches apart and 18 to 36 inckes spa
1n tie rew.

(&Nl Q
b
3

There are occagional growers whro use as high as
24 bushels per acrec. In some Turopean counvries cven greater
ameunts are used. However, in such instances tile rows are
very close together aznd spacing within the rov is very close.
Most potato fields of Sovitin Dakota are planied with
rows either 36 or 42 inches apart. The spacing within the
row varies frem about 8 to 16 inc
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Following is amount of seed necceszary:ito plent one

Scne'-afl the JdirTTdvemtl spaeifigs with. sketd _pic ces 0F Vil evs
i St -
' R Sie e dEReit Freeaea bushels
Spacings of Rows and Seed P CEEENE R ENECICOES GRS SN ON SHlZE
Pisces. LBl shelod. iiages uaec‘..,__ -
A . : =50
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Hows 56 inches avart: 2. Bu. Bu. Bu.

8 inch spacing 12,0 : 24,0 3 86.0. 5 48,0
12 inch spacing TNl WE miel o o), N0 .2 |
1o D6 imel spading . J=_§ ot 1E:9 17.0 22 .7
Zows 42 inches apart:
_ 18 inch spocimg 4,5 . 8.6 : 13,0 : 17,5
24s incld spacing- oo ol e :__ 52 : 6.6_._';' 081 10.0
0. - dnchesPAEIE . s e 2.6 4.3 6.5 8,6




D, How Deep to Plant:

Early potatoes should not be planted as deep as
On light soils early varicties mny be planted
S, o4 Mnches deocn and slate " viaryeines 4lor 5| inches dcep.
On heavy soils the depth would ordinarily be a2bout 1 inch
deisis , = Teel. d ept h-would Bisosyvary: as 190 cand it ion ©f ;Hre’ soddrs
I the soid is warm and 1R good eonditienm zs to molsture, fhe
potatoes should be planted deeper than if it is cold and wed.
Tach grower must rcgulate the depth of plenting to conform to
his own peculiar condi tions.

late ones.
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Refcrcneccecs:

"Production of Lote or Mrin Crop Potatoesh, Formers Bulletin
No. 1064, U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, Washington, Da C.
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"Potato Growing in Minncsota', Agricultural Extension Bullc tin
No. 38, Univercity Farm, St. Paul, Minncsota,
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