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PH.SES OF ROULTRY WORK
FEEDING FOR M.RKET

by

Clara M. Sutter
Specialist in Poultry.

Since fully 75 percent of all poultry shipped from the farm to the
marxet are not fat enough to kill, the subject of feeding is an important
one.,

When the live fowls arrive at the packing plant, they are placed in
crates to be fattened for from five to fourteen days, according to age
and condition, before being killed.

Sometimes men buy the poultry from the farms at « low ratz, fatten
for the required length of time, then sell to the packer, thus making the
meney for the cuick gain that the producers might have had for & little
extra work and feed cost.

sually there is plenty of grain on the farm but instead 5f using it
to increase the poultry profits, the farmer mekes this free will offering
tc the poultry buyer or the produce house.

HENS LND COCKS

It is as profitable tc feed heis and cocks beforz marketing as it is
young birds since the growth has already been obtained. The length of
time required is less becaus2 these birds have attained full size, needing
only to add the fat which wiil make the meat more tender as well as adding
2 better flavor. Usuaily five tc seven days will fattém a grown fowl.

VETHOD OF FEEDING CHICKEN

First:
There are two ways of fattening chickens for market. Cne is to
use a small enclosure or pen, allowing two feet of floor space for
each bird. If there is more space the birds will excercise so
much that thev will not fatten quickly, and if there is less space
the weaker ones will be trampled upcn as well as being crowded sway
from the feed trough.

Second :
The seccnd method is tc have crates or coops from twenty-eight to
thirty-six inches wide, about three feet long and just high enough
for the birds to stand straight. Run 2 partiticn through the center
making each part 14 or 18 by 36. 4 false bottom of wire netting or
slats should be placed about two inches from the bottom so that the
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droppings mey fall through. If this is done there 1s 1ess danger
of disease and the feet nssd not be clesened if the birde are to
be killed at home and packed teor shippirg.

VEIGHING

In order to know whether or not it has paid tc fesd in this way the
birds in each pen or ccop shouid be weighed wihen feeding begins, and thea
agein at the end of the feeding period. The gain in pcunds at marketl price
shouvld far exceed the cost of the feed.

MILK FED

In all quotstions on dressed poultry there is a hicher price coffered
for milk fed chickens than for those that were grain fed. This is due to
the better flavor as well as tc the fact that the dresscéd birds bleach in
cold storage making a far bptuur appearance than- those fed grazin,

If one has not erough to pack @ barrel or bix of milk fed chickens,
no higher price will be receivad for them than for the grain fed.

FuED

No fowl will fatten so well or whole graim as on ground ifeed for too
much ensrgy is wasted in grinding the grain in the gizzard. _
Ne fewl will fatien so quickly on dry feed as on a wet Jash, as too
much time is used in secreting the digestive fluids 1o moisten +n8 mash,
Ho grit or gravel is nec2ssary if the feeding is continued not more

than two weeks.

ML.SH MILK FED
For milk fed chickens the foilowing mixtures are gocd---

Hassiti==Sl S paist dofisnoun s cenn
1 part oatinean-or 1 part ground ozts
2 parts shorts, middlings or a cheap grade cf flour
Mix well

Second---2 parts steel cut oats or catnmeal
2 parts low grade flour or middlings
2 parts ccrn meal

hird--=3 parts
3 parts
2 parus

P2OPORT ION

To one part of either mash add ithree narts of skin milk or butter
milk. This will make 2 thin better which may be poured intoc the traoughs,
One part of cracked corn to three paris of skim milk or bhutter milk

sozkea for half a dey shculd be fed in the evening.

IETEOD

Leave the fowls witheout feed {or twenty-four hours tc give then a
good eppetite for the new feed.
Feed tlie wet mash morning and noen and cracked corr in the evening.



GRALIN FED

If milk is not availatle add 2 partis of 60 percent *anlage or nmest
scrap to sither of the zbove mashss anc mix vith 3 parts of wavter instead
of nilk
L e -h -

TRCUGIIS

The troughs should be placed high encugh in the pens 12 keep the

fowls from standing in them while eating. Do not Teed sc¢ much that any
%ill be left in the trough at the next feedimz time. In ithe coops the
troughs shouid be heng on the outside or placed on the ground just within

easy reach.
WaTER
Bxtra water need not be given unless the weather is hot.

LNTTLTION

Keep troughs well cleaned. Do not mix more feed than will be used at
one feeding zos fermentaticn of fesd will cause digestive troubles.

"OFF FBED"

If 'a bird goes "off feed" take it out of the pen and leave it without
food for twenty-four hours. 1If the whcle lot go off feed omit one feeding
end then continue =2s hefere.

BEGINNERS
If this is your first atteapt at feeding it is Lest to feed cld fowls
rot more than seven days and young fowls noi more thar eleven. VWatch closely
or you may lose them from over fecding. Il they dc nct seem tc do well it
1S EeFs. v @etll | il WaGa ISE e wieEE 18 @y LeEE:

TURKEYS

Turxeys will not fatten in a small pen or cocp but will de vettier cn &
wet maeh twice daily with cracked corn at sveaing thar on whole grain,
Turkeys shculd aiways be dressed at home as thev lose too much when
shipped alive for they will not eat in ithe car.

C: Su 4x1\ID DUC

Gesse and ducks fatten best when given some space for excercise, tho
they mey e put in a small encicsure and "stuifed". This is done by forcing
a moist mash down the threat by means of a rubker tube or ty making "dough
b2lls” and forcing them down.

These methods are not often practised in the United Sieztcs but are
frecuently used in some Lurcpean countries.

OMIURITY PROJ=CT.

Fattening poultry gives a fine oppertunity fer the prcducers of a
cermuriity to form a circle to obtain tetter market vrices.

1. HIeke a bargain with the local dealer for milk fed birds
., Begin feeding thef seme day
. Sell cn the came day

W N

If there is no lccal deeler,.kill on the same dey, grede and peck the
birds in the besd pcssible way and ship together.



	South Dakota State University
	Open PRAIRIE: Open Public Research Access Institutional Repository and Information Exchange
	1-1923

	Phases of Poultry Work: Feeding for Market
	Clara M. Sutter
	Recommended Citation


	CES EC-145 001
	CES EC-145 002
	CES EC-145 003

