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Crime is both an economic and

social phenomenon. Replacing property
stolen or destroyed through crime is
costly. Measures to prevent crime re
sult in less efficient, higher cost pro
duction, and hence higher insurance and
consumer prices. The social costs of
anxiety, guilt, and personal insecurity
associated with crime are also consid

erable .

Several studies of crime in South

Dakota and the nation indicate that

high crime rates are not confined to
large cities. While big city crime
rates remain high, the growth in the
crime rate in suburbs and rural areas

is now greater than that in the core
areas of larger cities.

Juvenile crime in South Dakota

A 1978 study at the University of
South Dakota indicates that the inci

dence of certain classes of crimes in

South Dakota is greater than that for
the entire nation. In 19T8, for ex
ample, juveniles in rural areas of the
U.S. accounted for 36.4% of all arrests
for Part I property crimes which in
clude burglary, larceny-theft, and
motor vehicle theft. The comparable
figure for S.D. is 53•3%- This is parti
cularly significant because the 14-17
age group comprises only about 10% of
the state's population.

The arrest record of 26l.4 juve
niles per 1,000 arrests in South Dakota
also is higher than that for the nation
as a whole (139-8 juveniles per 1,000
arrests). A high crime rate for juve

niles is alarming, particularly when
we consider that if youths continue
their delinquent behavior in adulthood
they may progress to more serious
crimes.

In a recent statewide crime vic

timization study, vandalism was shown
to be the most frequently occurring
crime of those studied and the one
involving the most people and the great
est dollar damage (a I982 cost to South
Dakota of about $4.3 million). The
study showed other common juvenile
crimes in South Dakota to involve drug
abuse, runaways, driving under the in
fluence of alcohol, and liquor law vio
lations . Over two-thirds of these
crimes were committed in rural areas.

Crime among South Dakota high school
students

The nature of and possible reasons
for crimes by South Dakota high school
students were examined in a recent
study by Joseph Faltemier and Robert
Mendelsohn of the Rural Sociology De
partment at S.D.S.U. Their study of
1,077 high school students shows that
within the last year one in three stu
dents have used marijuana, nine in ten
have used alcohol, and one in three
have provided liquor to a minor. At
the same time, only one in six had more
than once purposely damaged or destroy
ed property that did not belong to
them, and only one in 20 had more than
once stolen (or tried to steal) some
thing valued at more than $50.

Students were asked questions on
how they believed their parents,
teachers, and friends felt about them
and how they perceived themselves. They
were also questioned about their family
situation.

As one might suspect, there was a
high correlation between students re
porting frequent incidents of delin
quent behavior and responses indicating
that students believed their parents.



teachers, and other students held them
in something less than high esteem. If
another family member was "in trouble
with the law", the student was also
more likely to be . involved in , delin
quent acts. It appears, however, that
the students' esteem among parents,
friends, and teachers was not a factor
when considering delinquent behavior in
volving marijuana and liquor violations.

Conclusions

The people of South Dakota are paying a
high cost for criminal behavior. If pre
sent trends continue, we can expect the
cost to increase in the years to come.

A 1982 study of responses from
1,077 high school students was designed
to learn more about youth involvement
in certain types of delinquent behav
ior. It was not designed to find solu
tions to the problem, although some pos
sible solutions might be inferred.

1. Place more resources in pro
grams that deal with youth and alcohol
abuse, and do that before the student
reaches the Junior or Senior level.

Several national studies indicate that

such efforts should begin with sev
enth grade students.

2. Mothers, fathers, and teachers
seemingly do play an important part in
the self perceptions that are held by
students. Involvement of these "signi

ficant others" in any community pro
grams is impera.tive.

3- The obvious targets for such
efforts are those who have had or are

having "trouble" with the law and/or
those who have a family member in
"trouble".

Each community must evaluate
the nature of its delinquency problems
and determine appropriate strategies
for dealing with the problems. Security
measures involving the use of. burglar
alarms or the disciplined locking of
doors can discourage amateur burglary
and auto theft. "Fortress" type
programs involving the fencing of- prop
erty or guards on patrol, however, may
only spur on potential vandals. How
ever, no amount of security is likely
to deter professional thieves.

Analysis of the results of the stu
dent survey indicates that the family,
school, and community are influencing
the vast majority of youth in a posi
tive manner. Understanding more care
fully what goes wrong with the minor
ity responsible for growing delinquency
and what might be done to help turn
them around, would yield benefits not
only to the individuals involved but
also to society at large.

Not&: F/iom ail ua to all
ofL y.ou, a happy, koHday, yipa-iori.
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