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CARE OF BABY CHICKS

If Baby cu7cks en e BPilided -f3ircglh the TiTst f ounr wedks), VveEry
little troukle and few losses will be had from then on, unless
thie lousses come fram hawks or animgls that catch the chicks when
they are on range.

HEN HATCHED: If hatched under hens, leave the chicks until the
hatch is completed unless the hen bccomes restless.
in Thet czse put the chucks in a Dex or, baskel
that has a warm lining gimd keep in a warm placé un-
til khe hen can be moved te the brood coop, If
the nest is deep enough, or covered so the chicks
can not fall out, the hen will usually stey unless
she i8 disturbed.

INCUBAT (R If the chicks are hatciiecd in an incubator do not

HATCHeD: open it unless it is absolutcly necessary until at
least half of the chicks are natched. Then the
slides may be onened to allow them to drop into the
tray below to dry off: A¥ soon as the hatch is
over and zll of tre chicks dry, opnen ths ventilater
and if necessary a tiny crack in the foor, about
large enough toadmnit a match. Xeep the incubator
dark, at a temserature ranging fron 98-100 degrees,
until the ciigks are about 35 hcours old, when they
may be taken to the brooder.

TEMPORARY If, for any reason the brogder is not ready, &
BROCDER: box or boxes about 1-1/2 feet to 2 feet square and
from 10 to 12 inches deep may be uscd by cutting
a holes about 3 inches high and 12 inches longuaat
the bottom £érthe chicks to pass in and out,
Cut a piece of cloth to fit this opening slitting
it in four or five places to within a half inch
of the top. Cover the top of the box with an old
blanket or quilt, and if the outside temperature
is below 70 degrees, use bottles of jugs of hot
water to keep chicks warm. A Ybrooder heatfed by
jugs of water only is sometimes used during the
entire time with fair success. The coal burner is
considered safest by most farmers and poul try men.
Less loss will follaw if the brooder has been reg-
ulated beforc the chicks are placed in it,.

TEMPERATURE. If the chicks are early hatched, the temperature
2 inches above the floor heated by a coal stove
brooder should be 110 degrees, later when the out-
side temperature is higher, it.should be about
100 degrecs. Barly chicks heed the heat for about
8 weeks, later ones 6 weeks, gradnally lower the
temperature at the rate of about 5 degrees each
week after the first two weeks. When the chicks
no longer need the brooder heat, prlace them on
range where some shade is available if possible,
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Commercial chick feeds are good, but more exvensive thgn home
mixed and often coutzin objecticnable weed secds.,

The f9ollowing raticns differ somewhat, but are very satisfactory.

FIRST WEEK Scratch Feed Dry Mash
50 lbs.finely cracked corn Wheat bran

40 1lbs Finely cracked wheat
10 1bs., rolled oats

Sour milk all of the time. Clean dishes each day.

SECOYD TO Scratch Feed Dry Mash
HIGHTH WiEK:
60 los, finelpecEacked comm 20 1bs,, bBran
40 1lbs, finely cracked whneat 10 1lbs. middlings
0 LUb@y corh meal
10 1bs. greound cats
5 1lts. meat scrap cor
tankage
1l 1b. bone meal

If so'al milk s apailable il of the time omit
ment scrap or tankage I

BIGHTH WEEBK  Scratch Feed Dry Mash
TO g ATUR TV
200 l1lbs cracked corn 200 1lbs. bran
100 1lbs. oats or wheat 100 -Tbs, middlings

100 1bs. ground corn
100 1bs. ground oats
75 1bs. meat scrap
5 1bs. bone meal

Sour milk at all times, Green feed enough’to keep

chicks satisfied. Cabbage, beets, mangels, svrouted
oats, alfalfa or green grass.

A gocd recive for o baked feed:

Johnny Cake
1l gquart cornu mea
1 or 2 infertile eggs
l teaspocon scda

Mixwith milk to make a stiff bpatter and bake
unt il dry. This may be snlarged to suit the amocunt
needed for the flock,
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For sumier shade if there arz2 no %trees; plant amammoth sunflowers.
m

The seced ankes cxccllent feed, when used with grain, Cutt  f the

sunilower heads wh ; tiz in bunchcs and hang them vhere the
migsd e MRt g€t at them. ¥ in Lhc winter throw two or three of
these heands in the poultry htuse each day.

FLOOR Gaver Ble flosz with semd) Tine cut alfa qu, clIvES BE
strovi. Change thiis litter cften encugili to xeep it clenn,

Clemnliness is one of the greatest fa ctor of success
in'grewing chielis. Whedt possible meve te wew ground to

2

Zecn down diseasces,

Befdre pubtbide he secgené mateh Inbte the brooler, if it
is te bes used twice, 0151nfpct theroughly and Yeave it
3pen FonWEAdRy o twe HEE »ysshibie,,
F‘Nww~> B s S
4
......... rea b gt s e e
v . -’(:,1 /
Mriratommamiret sty A sases s

Syruo Pail

Showing »ail set in shallow pan
DRTUXING 11 ] " . M@ 2 FRoh Dyoc; =
A LNALN le drinking fcocuntain should be o covered ohe so that
FOUUTAIN: ne th ts ean get dmto it, A . siaple one c¢azn be madc by
Baking 2, temato ern or a syrup pzil, punch holes =2 half
anh fRom flis_t 3, Till with water, place 2 pie tin or
skkhlley waly over ib. bettem side wp, held firmly, then
tin unside deown, If this is placed on 2 ®lock about
tvvo inehes high it can he wore easily kXept clean
The fountains should be cleancd each day =2s Illthy water
is ¢ne of the causes of discase. The drinking watcr is
~ls2 one of  the xost comneon viays of spreading diseanse,

Th: cockercls and pullets will 4o much better if they

zn be Scoarated just as soosi as the seXx can be distin-
uished,

inless the ceekerels can be kept for breeding stock it is

€0
ic ppsfitable to sell thHeca a8 breilleds providing they
N be Dlaced by themselves and

£ fattened,
he lighter brecds such as tu; Leghcerns, are auch nore
rofitable if s:lé vhen they weigh fiom 1-1/2 t5 2

pounds thah wher kent wnfil Fall,




MARKING: Chicks should be maricd as scon as they are placed in
tWe orocder or ‘baped.. € oT0s If they are likely to
be placed in an eEhibil a chick puneh,” or chick leg
or Wing bands should be used If nov, an easy way is

to cut the web between the first and second toes on
ored Folot, us irg &anl adimary pair of  BSeisseRs.

if 2 slkrp knife 18 used bDlace tlie chick's foot on a
board or block then cut through the web.

The selection of next year's breeding stock sheuld
begin almost a5 soon as the chicks are hatched, for
the first ones in a hatch are usually the strongest,
most vigorous birds of the flock. They usually show
the most ropid growth and shculd he surkeu before the
others catch up with them at maturity.

VN
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70
A few simple ways of marking chicks. Qthcrs may be
worked out,

FEF DIN
The feeding of little chicks is of such importance that the future
prioductiviityedd thewfloek dcnnvds d;rebflf upon it. If we remem-
ber that nature has provided the chick with food for 48-60 hours
by enclosing the yolk in the abdomen just before it emerges from
the shell, we will not bring on indiges ‘ion with its. attendant
bowel trcuUW by feeding tooc soon.

(.D g:

KIND OF Besides being chosen with regard to the needs of the
FEED chiicks, the food should be sweet, clean, and appetizing,
and should have encugh variety to induce them to eat
as much as possible,

METHOD: At the end of 48 to 60 hours the chicks wmey be fed for
the £irst time. "~ In the meantime they hzave ¥Hecome accus-
temed to the broosder or coop, and have been pecking ot
tlie sand and fine charcoal which is scettered over the
flcors ;

At the end of 48-60 hours begin to feed a little at

a time «td least five times each day, mcrning, 10
o'clock, noon, 2 P.M., and in the evening feed usually
between 4 and 5, At the last feed let thenm eat Al
ey wid¥. - If tog auel 29 TeEd Bt FTiaret the clfleks
lose appetite and become weak and stunted,




5

GREEN FEED: Grains d¢ nct eontalh encugh aineral to supply all
the| chiek neceds Teor Wones and fes=ithers, 5o 2 shald
amouht c¢f green feed should be ziven., 1If there are
ghYy orions 1w thescellan fthet Kave lgmg spreuts they
make execellent green feed, Tie from 2 to 8 together
in 2 long string and let the chicks peck at them.
Ehopped elsver, sdickiyg, k. Sproudked bnbs is good.
fplarge pigte of $od pliaced in the breoder helwns to
keen the chicks contented. b

LOLDY FEED: W E V E R feed molcdy, nusty, or scur feed o8 they
HeY es scrious bowel trocuble, By "sour'" we do not

£ sur milk which is considered znms of the
5 Az chaeledsh iR G melie  bigds n2ah or baked

s AN = ,
tilent has foeroonted 3

In teeting ®He ogis; citifer yndlp ldnw cr in btie .| ims
cub'tor usunlly there will be a counsiderable nuaiber
of dinf=:t8lé epgs which nmay be used to good advantage

in feeding thc young chicks, They way be used in
coked eggs, chopned fine,

Johmny coXke er a5.kard e

RATIONS

ons welow are the ones recomaecnaed by ths *o“¢trj vepart-
the Ssuth Dakota State College znf are used on the Poultry

“ .. l »)AY ; N £ ;

. i Yo feed
QEJ WA T e )

LR NG TRI) ™ 18 il it onms of Saind

syster shell

cooked egg ( with ahbll) chepped fine,

ith ecual 3zrts oat meal 27 cern meazl,

Teed sparingly 4 times dully

4, 2lenty of fresh water tinged with »ermanganate
of potash

B "SEEE milE o buttermillk,

(SRR o

NOTE: .Eges eemndled on Tth day, il dnfertile,
sheculd be tent I or fu&fld Do not zoeok
until the cay you intend to use them.

FOUSTH DaY: 1. Same as thiid day
Baitzd corn bread or bread crumbs may be used
e ”tmrt fezding dry wmash
2 parts corn meal
2 narts bren

2 parts middlings
1/2 part fine wmeat scrap
nis mash should be fed in hoonpers ( to sa
From wasted or ik small irbighs,
3, Feed lightly of scrztch feed
4 narts finely cracked comn
! 2 narts finely craeked wheat
Faad) e TlivkE e
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RIPTH AND Same as above. Gradually reduce fceu for first day,
SIXTH DAY: as chicks grow accustored tcdry nash hoppers.
Begin feeding a small smount of green feed, -

These retions are recommended by the Icwa State College, in Hxten-
ion Bulletin Mo, 6, cnd are extensively used in Iowa,

FIRST TWO These rations have onroven successful =nd are recommended
WIEKS:: to those who are interested in feceding young chicks,
vo feed until chicks are 48 hours old,.

Grain mixture No, 1 Mash mixture Mo, 1.
Cracked corn 3 1bs Corn meal 3 1lbs.
Steel cut oats 2 1bs Cat wmeal 3 1bs

High grade
tonkage or
Bone meal 1/2 1
Charcoal (fine)
MITHCD OF To a small cuantity of the mash mixture add about 1/3

1
7, including shell, a

FLEDING: a8 much chopned herd cocked ezg
small azmcunt of chopned grb n feed, ard o sprinkle of
X or buttermilk end feed

grit, DMoisten with sour ml
as crumbly mash five times 2 day. Sprinkle the grain
aixture in llttcr.

THIRD AND

FOURTH WIEXS

Grain mixture o, 2 Mash mixture No, 2

Cracked corn 3 1bs Fine craocked zcecrn 3 1lbs

Steel cut oats 2 1bs Ground c¢ots 3 1lbs
Shorts Gt of )
High grade tankage 1 1lb.

”?THﬂD oF Feed as in raticn No., 1 except that the rumber of
TEDING: timcs may be reduced to three instead of five times
each day. TFeed grain mixture in letter, After the
third week mash may be fed dry in hopper.

IFTH WIt¥
TO NATURITY:

Grain mixtura No. 3 Mash mixture Mo, 3
Cracked corn 3 1lbs Ground corn 3 1lbs
Whole cats 11b Shorts 3 1bs

Ground oats 3 1lbs
digh grade tank-
age 2 lhbs,

MITHOD OF  Mash No, 3 may be fed in a hosper, The hcpner to be
FEEDING: he owened abeut 10 AM. and e £t open till 4 P.M.

The groin mixtur®g should be fed in deep litter
about 1/3 of the day's raticn in the morning and 2/3
before roosting time,
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