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South Dakota
Ancestry
1980

Dr. James Satterlee

Professor, Rural Sociology

A general question on ancestry
(ethnicity) was asked for the first time
in a decennial census in 1980. Persons
were asked to self-identify themselves
as to which nationality group or country
in which they or their parents or
ancestors were born before their
arrival in the United States. A large
number (52% nationally) reported one
ancestral tie, whereas the remaining
persons identified multiple ancestral
ties.

South Dakota

0f the 392,401 South Dakotans who
identified with one ancestral group, one
in four (25.9%) identified themselves as
of German decent, followed by Norwegian
(6.8%), English (4.3%) and (Irish
(3.2%). The other ten major groups
cited by residents of the state and each
county can be seen in Table I. In many
cases '"other groups'" were a substantial
portion of some of the counties. Table
2 reflects the total response for all
ancestral groups for the state in 1980.

Nationally

Nationally, most Americans which
cited one ancestral group identified
with English descent (23.7 million
persons), second Afro-American (20.5
million), third German (17.9 million
persons) and fourth Irish (10.3 million
persons). Other major ancestral groups
in rank order were as follows:

English 23.7 Million Persons
Afro-American 20.5 Million Persons
German 17.9 Million Persons
Irish 10.3 Million Persons
Mexican 6.9 Million Persons
Italian 6.8 Million Persons
Polish 3.8 Million Persons
French 3.0 Million Persons
American Indian 1.9 Million Persons
Dutch 1.4 Million Persons
Russian 1.4 Million Persons
Welsh 1.3 Million Persons
Puerto Rico 1.3 Millian Persons
horwegian 1.2 Million Persons
Swedish 1.2 Million Persons
Czech 1.1 Million Persons
Hungarian 7 Million Persons
Greek 6 Million Persons
Portuguese 6 Million Persons
Danish 4 Million Persons



Table 1. Major ancestry groups cited by South Dakotans: 1980
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“Washabaugh (Combined with Jackson 1979)

Source: 1030 Census of Population and Housing — STF 3.



Table 2. Persons who reported a single ancestry group for South Dakota:

South
Ancestry Group Dakota
Total 392,401
EUROPEAN (excluding NON-SPANISH CARIBBEAN, SPANISH
Spaniard} CENTRAL AND SOUTH
AMERICAN
Bolivian 3
Alsatian 34 Chilean 14
Austrian 527 Barbadian a Costa Rican 4
Basque 52 Bermudan T Cuban 19
Basque, French 10 Jamaican J Dominican 13
Basque, Spanish P Trinidadian and Ecuadoran 10
Basque, 5 Tobagonian 11 Guatemalan 11
Belgian 508 Virgin Islander (U.S.) 3 Honduran 4
Belorussian 3 British west Indian 11
Bulgarian 21 Qther West Indian, or Mexican 1,027
Central or South Panamanian R
Croatian 35 American (excluding Peruvian 3
Cypriot 9 Spanish} 17 Puerto Rican 93
Czech Q,307 Spanish/Hispanic 000
Danish 9,333 Uruguayan
Dutch 14,073 Venezuelan 3)
Eastern European 12 Other Spanish 17
English 20,147
Estonian o ASIAN (excluding
European 360 Middle Easterner)
Finnish 1,907
French 5,370
German 170,150 Asian Indian 139 NORTH AMERICAN
Greek 455 Cambodian 57
Hungarian 023 Chinese 167
Icelander 17 Filipino 201 Aleut and Eskimo 65
Indonesian 3 American Indian 30,144
Irish 234 Japanese J14 Canadian 110
Italian 2323 Korean 328 French Canadian 031
Latvian 195 Laotian 50 Other North American i
Lithuanian 123 Pakistani )
Luzembourger 557 Thai 100
Maltese Vietnamese 227
Northern Irelander Other Asian 2) SUBSAHARA AFRICAN
Norwegian 475
Polish &
African 2
Portuguese 132 Afro-American 1,307
Madeiran 10 Cape Verdean =
Portuguese 12 Ethiopian 6
Rumanian 52 NORTH AFRICAN AND Nigerian 0
Russian 1 1._15 MIDDLE EASTERNER Other Subsahara African b5
Scandinavian 3,055
Scottish 2,307
Serbian 1§ Araby/Arabian 07
Armenian 19
Slavic 57 Egyptian 2
Slovak 12 Iranian 33
Slovene 2 Israeli 13 PACIFIC
Swedish 11,415 Lebanese 103
Swiss 1,141
Ukrainian 49 Svrian 20 Australian 17
welsh 1,020 Turkish 31 Guamanian/Chamorro 39
Yugoslavian 157 Other North African or Hawaiian 11
Other European 177 Middle Easterner 13 Other Pacific 40

Source: PC30-S1, "Ancestry of the Population”, Census of Population,

U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Department of Commerce, 1930.

Published in accordance with an Act passed in 1881 by the 14th Legislative Assembly, Dakota Territory. establishing the Dakota Agriculture College and with the Act of re-organtzation passed
1n 1887 by the 17th Legislative Assembly. which established the Agricultural Experiment Station at South Dakota State University
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