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EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF A TRAVELING MAN
W. 4. Simmons

Mr. W. F. Sonderman, a life member living
in Kennewick, Washington, in the heart of the
apple country, writes as follows: “Speakini{ of
the coddling moth and the long drought to help
kill them off, well, our experience out here does
not bear out your theory. You will find a gen-
erous-sized family in the fullness of life and
activity and be sure to keep your sprayer in good
condition and be prepared for the battle. Also
the theory that coddling moth will not travel
more than fifteen or twenty feet from its birth-
place is all bunk. This fruit pest is just like the
human family; some like to stay around home
all their lives, like myself, while others are not
content to stay at home and like to travel. Some
day in the future some bright youngster will
surprise the world with a sure and effective
method to destroy the coddling moth for all
time. When this genius arrives, he or she should
and will have a monument of solid gold and a
crown of diamonds erected to his memory.”

February 16th, Aberdeen: Mr. S. H. Ander-
son, Park Superintendent, reports unprecedented
damage to trees and shrubs by rabbits this win-
ter. Many beautiful trees that have been nursed
through many dry and difficult growing seasons
have been completely girdled. Like John Paul
Jones, however, in the face of apparent disaster,
Mr. Anderson announces that he has just begun
to fight and he plans much bridge grafting this
spring, .

“Do you know

Ten thousand Jews are selling hooze
Without the state’s permission

To fill the needs of a million Swedes
Who voted for prohibition.”

I am unable to announce the name of the
poet who penned the above verse, but I think it
must have been the well known Anonymous,

February 22nd: Father Stecker of Howard
is a most valued friend, whom it is always a
greal pleasure and privilege to visit. 1 was glad
to find him in fairly good health and still carry-
ing bravely on despite very poor financial con-
ditions in his vicinity which necessitated the
closing of the fine parochial school he has built
up and in which he took such justifiable pride.
The drought of last summer took many of his
garden favorites but with the advent of spring
he will replant and fill in the vacant places. The
large bay window in his study was a lovely sight
as usual with the African violets in full bloom
and his many inferesting cacti very much alive
and some in bloom. He is one of the men we
should like to see turn fhe century mark and
then start in all over on another one.

February 24th: 1 am indebted to Mr. C. V.
Porter of Menomene, Wisconsin, for a very inter-
esting account of the work of Ivan V. Michurin,

the Soviet Burbank, a grand old plant breeder
seventy-nine years of age but still full of enthu-
siasm and ideas and by no means through with
his work. This account was in the Soviet Union
Review and apparently written by an interviewer
whose knowledge of things horticultural was not
extensive, so one hesitates to accept all of the
statements made in it. For instance, claims are
made of having plums without seed, hardy peach-
es, strawberries growing on bushes, and peren-
nial tomatoes growing on bushes, ete. These
may all be facts but one prefers to await further
confirmation before accepting them. One pleas-
ing statement we may accept. “Following the
recent award to Michurin special instructions
were issued by the government providing that all
possible facilities be given to extend Michurin’s
work”; also, “an agricultural university and high
school and a state farm are also to be established
at Koslov in connection with Michurin’s work.”
It seems that there is some good in the Soviet
Republic after all.

February 29th: There are many things about
Ipswich that make it stand out among all other
towns. As one comes into the town a beautiful
stone archway spans the highway, suggesting
that here are people who are proud of their town

and have spent their money freely to proclaim

that fact to all wayfarers of the trail. Proceeding
down the main street, one comes to the Bank of
Ipswich, conducted by our friends and life mem-
bers, M. P. Beebe and H. E. Beebe. It has always
seemed to me that ideas come to them before
they do to most of us. Often I have had what
seemed to me bright new ideas but on stating
them to the Beebes I have found that they have
acted on them years ago. For instance, I told
Mr. H. E. Beebe that my idea of the most suit-
able cemetery monument was one of our great
prairie boulders. Thereupon he took me out to
the cemetery to view the beautiful five ton houl-
der which they had erected at their father’s
grave. One of the fine things they did this last
vear was to build a beautiful library building,
constructed of prairie stones, and present it to
the city of Ipswich as a memorial to their father.
No description can do justice to the great beauty
and elaborate completeness of this building, It
must be seen to be appreciated. The walk lead-
ing into it and the steps are made of different
colored marble set in cement, and the floors
within are of rubber tiling. A most beautiful
fireplace is constructed of rare specimens of rock,
petrified wood, and fossils from the Black Hills.
Among them are imbedded fifteen of the large
stone hammers found in neighboring farms, the
wife-beaters of the old mound builders. The
place is adequately protected by an anceint blun-
derbuss and a heavy German machine gun. The
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former was the favorite fowling piece of an an-
cestor, probably one of Miles Standish’s followers,
and was made to hold about a half bushel of
what have you in the way of old slugs and
doubtless created quite a lot of excitement over
an extended territory when discharged. The
machine gun is also almost an antique now and
was made when murder was a wholesale affair
instead of retail as at present. When this gun
was designed, such arms were used by strong-
armed and weak-minded soldiers who could lug
around such heavy pieces. But now machine
guns are used almost exclusively by gangsters
and bandits, so the manufacturers have revised
their models so as to fit the needs of the more
delicate class of assassains.

We found our friend, John Taylor, busy get-
ting out a very fine spring catalog, and cordial
as usual. He refused to consider no for an an-
swer and telephoned the Vice-president in charge
of the subsistence department, of the impending
additional large appetite that was to be added to
the family circle, and took me down to supper.
On the way we stopped in to see one of the
state’s most unselfish boosters, Mr. J. W, Parm-
ley. Mr. Parmley had recently had several un-
pleasant rounds with the flu, but we were glad
to see that he was rapidly recovering and was
making extensive plans for the dedication of the
Peace Garden, in which he has taken such great
interest. While we were there, a man from
Mobridge called, and Mr. Parmley sold him a
car of coal from the state mine. After a fine
supper with the Taylors we enjoyed a long visit
until late.

Mr. Taylor thinks very highly of Professor
Yeager’s creations and is pushing them as being
most suitable for his section. He says that the
rabbits seem especially fond of the Chinese elms
and but few escaped their depredations this

winter.
BEEKEEPING NOTES

J. A. Munro, Fargo, Secretary North Dakota
Beekeepers Association

A select untested Italian queen will again be
sent as a premium offer to each member of the
North Dakota Beekeepers’ Association this year.
These queens will be sent during midsummer.
In addition to this, members may avail them-
selves of the reduced rates on bee journals. Either
the American Bee Journal or Gleanings in Bee
Culture may be secured at the rate of 50 cenls
pear year when subscriptions are sent in through
this office. Tell your neighbor beekeepers of the
benefits to be derived from membership. Most
probably they will be glad to join. Send your
dues to J. A. Munro, secretary, Fargo, and you
will receive proper credit.

Don’t allow empty hives to stand idle. They
deteriorate rapidly while not in use. Package
bees are so low in price that no beekeeper can
afford to be without them for restocking pur-

poses. Probably some of your colonies have died
during the pasf winter or you wish to increase
the size of your yard. Some package bee ship-
per, whose name and address you will find in the
advertising section of any bee journal, will be
glad to fill your order. Better order the two-
pound size with rlueen. The two-pound package
usually answers the requirements for honey pro-
duction most satisfactorily.

Miss Constance Leeby of the Agricultural Col-
lege, with the aid of senior students in Home
Economics, has developed a number of new
honey recipes during the past year. Here is one
of the latest recipes—rhubarb and orange mar-
malade with honey. You will want to try it.

Rhubarb and Orange Marmalade with Honey
4 cups rhubarb
1% cups orange
3 tablespoons orange peel
2 tablespoons lemon juice
3 cups honey
Cut rhubarb into % inch lengths.
Remove peel from oranges, cut fruit into small
pieces and remove any seeds.
Cut orange peel into %4 inch strips.
Stir rhubarb, orange pulp and peel and lemon
juice for ten minutes over a slow flame, or
until all the fruit is soft.
5. Add honey slowly, stirring constantly.
6. Boil mixture for 18 minutes, stirring slowly
but continually.
7. Pour into sterilized glasses.
This quanlity makes six seven-ounce glasses.

i b

The following students have just completed
the regular three months’ course in beekeeping
at the North Dakota Agricultural College: Earl
W. Benton, Arnold Kaufman, Marvin Moll, Clar-
ence Pace, Glenn Reichert, John E. Southam, D.
E. Lawrence, Edgar Johnson, William Sturch,
Albert Herner, and W. R, Bartholomew. A num-
ber of these men will be taking the advanced
course offered in beekeeping during the spring
term.

It will soon be time to decide upon the form
of meeting to be held this coming summer. At
the annual meeting held in January some sugges-
tion was made that the summer meeting be in
the form of a beekeepers’ tour. Send in your
suggestions on the matter. It makes little differ-
ence to those in charge of arrangements whether
it is a meeting or tour. The important thing is
to have the type of meeting that the majority of
beekeepers want.

Members are reminded of the fine article on
package bees in the March issue of Gleanings in
Bee Culture. The article is by Gorden Bell of
Grand Forks.

Recently this office has received a fine newsy
letter from Jack King of Natchez, Mississippi.
He will be returning to his apiaries at Buffalo,
North Dakota, during May. He sent best wishes
to all his friends here in the North.
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HOME GROUNDS BEAUTIFICATION

One of the outstanding
worthy projects which a
Yard and Garden Con-
test can carry out is a
program of beautifying
the individual home
grounds in its city. There
are a number of things
which a Garden Club can
do in fostering such a
program. It can help by
securing appropriate ar-
ticles in the local papers
pertaining to the prin-
ciples of beautifying the
home grounds. It can
have talks along this line as a part of its regular
programs. Probably the most successful and in-
fluential way in which it can go about this task
is to hold contests, A general interest in home
grounds improvement is best stimulated by
means of carefully devised competition. Such
competitions are of great educational value and
require a comparatively small amount of time
and energy on the part of the contest commitlee.

In communities where there is a need for
beautifying the grounds about our homes these
contests have proven most popular. These con-
lests may include the improvement of the entire
piece of property or they may be limited to cer-
tain portions of the property such as improved
lawns, flower gardens, vegetable gardens, boun-
dary planling, back yards, play grounds, cut
flower gardens, window and porch boxes, chil-
dren’s flower and vegetable gardens, ete. The
fact that the plantings which are made about the
home grounds adds to the value of the property
may be used as a sales point in promoting the
contest. These conlests may be based either on
the attractiveness of the home and its grounds
at any given time or upon the amount of im-
provement made during any stated period. The
first basis is often satisfactory al the beginning
of a yard and garden contest. The latter basis
is more stimulating after the contest has been
carried on for two or three years. The scope of
the contest needs to be clearly stated in the be-
ginning so that there will be no misunderstand-
ing.

There are a number of sources where Garden
Clubs can secure information and material to aid
them in staging these contests. The Emergency
Committee for Employmenlt, The National Fed-
eration of Garden Clubs, the National Yard and
Garden Contests Association, and The Better
Homes in America Organization are among the
outstanding. If you are interested in securing
information from these sources, their addresses
are as follows:

Purley L. Keene
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The National Yard and Garden Contest Asso-
ciation maintain a special service on this con-
test at the cost of $5 per year for ecach Club,
They will furnish entry blanks for the contest,
valuable suggestions in organizing and staging
the contest, news items, mats and newspaper cuts
in advertising the contest, award of merit certifi-
cates, score cards, a complete judge's instruction
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bulletin, and a number of other valuable items
which will be of hielp to your local commilttee.
The winners of your local contest are automat-
ically entered in the National Yard and Garden
Confest. The March issue of Better Homes and
Gardens carried a very interesting account of the
1931 National Yard and Garden Contest and the
winners of the same. This organizalion groups
the contestants into three classes as follows: Class
1, Amateur planting and beautification done by
the family; Class 2; Manual labor hired; Class 3,
Axpert skill employed. Your Club will pmbul)lf’
find that practically all of the entrants in a small
city will fall within Class 1. In larger cities Gar-
den Clubs may find it advantageous to also hold
a Yard and Garden Contest for those who fall in
Class 2. The slogan of this organization is “You
Win if You Lose,” for by entering the contest
the family gains by the added appearance of
their home grounds, by the added pleasure they
secure from it through the provision of outdoor
living rooms, and last but not least, by the added
value which their property will have after the
improvement.

The score card for judging home grounds as
published by the Yard and Garden Contest As-
sociation is as follows:

I. FRONT YARD ... 25
1. Attractiveness . 15

a. General impression
Hospitality, homelikeness,
appearance from street, ete,

b. Details
Plantings to boundaries, en-
framing house, foundation
plantings, shade, all season
bloom, maintenance, lawn,
permanency, features, elc.

2. Improvements made this year......10
II. REAR GROUNDS 60
T80 P R S SNSRI 20

a. General impression (

b. Details (1
Privacy, shade, comfort
facilities, ele.

2. Alttractiveness

a. General impression (

b. Flower Garden (1
Pattern, composition, color
bloom, ete.

c. Border plantings
General outline, artistic
composition, bloom, shade,
ete.

d. Garden features (5)

3. Improvements made this year.........10
III. ALLEY— Service area, garage, etc. ........ 10
IV. PARKING (Attractiveness, care, good
lawn, etc.)

30

0)
0)

(10)

)

100

Total..

The National Yard and Garden Contest Asso-
ciation encourages home owners to take pictures
of their gardens. The preferable size of print
is eight by ten although smaller sizes are very
acceptable.  While the front yard should of
course be shown in the photographs, it is the back
yard or outdoor living room which is considered
of particular importance by the national judges.
Views of comfortable and restful private areas
adjacent to the residence, walled in by trees and
graceful shrubs, carpeted with an uncluttered
lawn area, made attractive by flower borders
and livable through benches, chairs, playground
apparatus or other garden furniture, are the type
of home garden pictures which have been select-
ed by the national board of judges in the last
few years as deserving the major awards. This
growing tendency toward livability has been par-
ticularly marked in the past two summer seasons
with their high temperatures.

In order that your local Yard and Garden
Contest may be made to influence all the mem-
bers of your club and the community as a whole
considerable publicity through newspaper items
and stories should be given the contest at various
times during the summer. The club may well
afford to spend one of two evenings in visiting
the yards of the various entries in the contest.
Those who are particularly interested in the con-
test will want to have a talk with the judge when
he comes to look over the various yards for he
will be able to give you some valuable sugges-
tions for the improvement of home grounds.
Most clubs will take advantage of his visit and
have a meeting-at this time at which he will be
called upon to give a brief talk upon the beauti-
fication of home grounds.

Waltermelons, muskmelons and other vine
crops may be started inside and transplanted but
it does not pay to sow the seed too soon, and
you must use pots or some other container which
will permit moving the plants to the field and
removing from the pot for setting without dis-
turbing the roots. I would not sow vine crop
seed indoors earlier than three wegks before the
plants are to be sel.

If you want to start shrubs and trees such
as honeysuckle or willow from cuttings, make
and plant the cuttings before the buds begin to
grow. As an added precaution to prevent drying
out of the tops, I would suggest that the part
which is left out of the ground be dipped in
melted paraffin. The swelling buds have no
difficulty in breaking through such a cover,

Considerable publicity is now being given
electric heated hotbeds. Where fresh horse ma-
nure is not available to produce the heat and
where electricity is cheap it is quite probable that
they would be practical,
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We have had a goodly num-
ber of letters from people ex-
pressing their opinion about our
meeting this summer and thus
far the votes has been unani-
mously in favor of attending the
International Geace Garden ded-
ication. This probably means
that we will meet with the
South Dakota Horticultural So-
ciely for a program and good
time on July 13 at Bottineau
and then proceed to the dedi-
sation ceremonies on July 14.
Since the meeting comes so early in the year it
looks like we might dispense with our usual
show, and the Peace Garden trip will replace our
usual tour. From the way people talk now it is
quite certain there will be a big turn-out for this
event. Personally, I would be much surprised
if this International Peace Garden does not be-
come one of the big show places of Americe
within the next 25 years, and the occasion of its
dedication will be something to look back on
with a great deal of satisfaction in future years.

We are informed that the Daniels Nursery,
Long Lake, Minnesota, now has McDonald rhu-
barb plants for sale. This variety of rhubarb
has proven superior to all others, in trials at
the North Dakota Experiment Station, not only
as a producer but also in quality of product for
cooking. This same nursery specializes in a
red sport of the Duchess apple which should be
worth planting in this state.

A correspondent asks us to recommend a
lawn grass which will make a tight sod, stand
drouth, grow only four inches high, and will not
spread. 1 surely wish someone would develop
such a grass bul just now all we can say is that
there is no such thing. Grasses which do not
spread will not produce and maintain a tight sod.
I have wondered if any of our people have ever
tried the crested wheat grass for large yard pur-
poses. This grass appears to grow well in west-
ern North Dakota but because it is a bunch-grass
does not make a tight sod. It also has to be
mowed.

When raising cabbage for winter use, do not
start the plants too soon. Early cabbage for use
in the summer should be sown now, but winter
cabbage should not be seeded before the middle
of May. If it is, the heads are likely to become
mature before fall and their continued growth
will result in bursting. If you have trouble with
winter cabbage bursting in the field it simply
means that the seed was started too soon. Inci-
dentally, if you are growing beets or carrots for
winter storage we suggest that you seed in June,

A. F. Yeager
Secretary

“Would Starking apple be hardy if given ex-
tra good care?”’ asks one of our members. No, I
certainly would not plant it in North Dakota, It
is difficult to grow the hardiest kinds we have,
and one should not court trouble by trying too
tender things.

We are asked about the use of cel-o-glass as
a substitute for glass in the greenhouse. Unless
this and other glass substitutes have greatly im-
proved in wearing ability we would not recom-
mend them because they would have to be re-
newed after not to exceed two years of use,

Spring is the best time to transplant aspar-
agus. Good strong one-year-old plants have been
found best. Seedlings which have been grown
here will very much in size and it has been shown
that the larger seedlings will give heavier crops
in later years than the smaller ones. Since our
asparagus bed may remain productive for 25
years it is evident that it pays to be particular
about the plants. Seed them in the bottom of
a {rench eight to twelve inches deep, a foot-and-
a-half apart in the row, and the rows four feet
or more apart. Cover with an inch or so of soil.
As the plants come through this, work more soil
in around them so that by mid-summer the
ground 1s level. Deep planting prevents winter-
killing and makes cultivation easier.

Be sure to plant lilacs in the sun. They must
have sunlight in order to bloom properly. If you
want something to grow in the shade of a ftree
and still prosper fait‘lfy well, use Tartarian honey-
suckle.

Have any of you folks had really paying
crops of the new wvarieties of Jerusalem arti-
chokes such as Mammoth White French? If you
have will you please drop us a line. This is one
of the crops which has received considerable ad-
vertising but somehow fails to maintain its place,
We once grew some but have dropped it now.

Be very careful about shipped-in, frost-proof
plants from the South. They are no more frost-
proof than home grown and with them serious
diseases and insects are often introduced.

“How about Spanish Gold sweet corn?” asks
a member. Spanish Gold, in our plots last year,
was later than Golden Gem, earlier than Sun-
shine, and between the two in size, It may per-
haps have been due to the season, but in our
cooking tests Spanish Gold did not prove to be
as good in table quality as either of the others.

The Shotwell Floral Company of Fargo has
just turned over to me half a dozen specimens
of Philodendron. This is an unusual, heavily-
foliaged, climbing house plant. One of these
plants will be sent to each of the first six per-
sons sending in a new membership for the Horti-
cultural Society and asking for this plant,
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Mrs. H. L. Walster, of Fargo, has furnished
a small quantity of seed of a hybrid Amaryllis
(Hippeastrum). This seed is from a very fine
specimen of the plant and should produce some
fine seedlings. As long as the seed lasts we will
send out packets to those who request it and
send postage.

Mr. J. H. Gerbracht, who raised several thou-
sand pounds of Golden Gem sweet corn seed,
states that it produced within a couple of bush-
els of as good a yield as his field corn.

Mr. George Flynn, of Enderlin, states that the
large ruffled petunia variety known as “Theo-
dosia” beats anything he has ever seen.

Mr, Wieland, of Dazey, says he considers
Florence the best crabapple. Of lfic apples, Anoka
is the best bearer, followed by Wealthy, Haral-
son, ete. An examination of his trial list shows
four varieties being tested at the present time.
Patten has been growing for five years with no
death from winter killing.

Do any of you know a house plant bearing
the name “Flowering Fool?” We have been
asked to identify it but cannot do so from that
name.

It is quite possible to plant annual flowers in
a bed which is occupied by tulips in the spring
and thus keep it fiilled with blossoms all sum-
mer. Geraniums, nasturtiums, corn flowers, and
many others might be used for the purpose.
However, the tulip tops must not be cut off
until they are fully matured, otherwise the plants
will not bloom another year.

Noting our recommendation of Penn State
Ballhead cabbage, a member asks where to get
seed. One source is the Stokes Seed Company,
Philadelphia, Pa.

In order to get ground-cherries to ripen a
good crop, they should be started inside. The
middle of April is plenty early enough to sow
the seed.

Twelve bushels per acre is considered to be
a good yield of field beans.

“Bellmar,” a new variety of strawberry intro-
duced by the U. S. D. A., proved to be one of
the two hardiest strawberries at the Minnesota
Fruit Breeding Farm last year. It far outclassed
such varieties as Dunlap and Premier.

Professor Alderman, of the University of
Minnesota, says that in buying nursery stock the
purchaser should assure himself that the nur-
seryman from whom he buys has used hardy
root stocks or has followed a type of base root
grafting which will be suitable for northern
conditions,

The Wisconsin Horticultural Society recom-
mends the following ornamentals for trial: Chi-
nese Elm, Japanese Yew, Appalachian Tea (Vi-
bernum cassinoides), Chinese Dogwood, Red
Dogwood, Philadelphus Bouquet Blanc, Siberian
Flowering Almond, China Fleece Vine (Polygo-
num auberti), Caragana Pygmaea, Korean Viber-

num, and Cotoneaster Huphensis-Soongorica.

The State School of Forestry, Bottineau, N.
Dak., is distributing shrub and tree seeds this
year, Collections of seeds are priced at from 10¢
to 25c¢. If interested you should write the Ex-
tension Forester, at Bottineau,

Have any of you been successful in raising
the Beauty Bush (Kolkwitzia amabilis) ?

Mr. R. W. Simmons, of Crosby, says he has
grown Jumbo tomatoes for three years and noth-
ing comes close to equaling them for size. He
has had tomatoes weighing 2% pounds each,
which sold for 85¢ apiece. Up to the present
time this is the largest “early” we have sent out
from the North Dakota Experiment Station. It
is my opinion that this variety comes nearer to
providing an early Ponderosa than anything
grown here.

A schoolboy asks whether plums and apples
can be grafted on the same tree. One may have
several varieties of plums on one tree or several
varielies of apples on one tree. Apples may be
grafted on the wild thorn apple, pears on June-
berries, and plums on sandc{lerrics or peaches,
but apples and plums are not near enough related
so that grafts will take.

The Missouri College of Agriculture nomi-
nates black walnut as the most valuable free.
For North Dakota, if I could have but one kind
of tree it would be the American White Elm.

Farmers Bulletin No. 1646 is entitled “Aspar-
agus Culture.”

The Entomology Department of the North
Dakota Agricullura{ College recommends spray-
ing house-plants with nicotine oleate for control-
ling white fly and other house-plant insects.

The University of Idaho is developing a dis-
ease-resistant strain of Great Northern beans.
Some of their selections grown side by side with
ordinary Great Northerns carried less than 25 %
mosaic compared to 49% on ordinary unselected
stock.

Black walnuts purchased in the store prob-
ably would not grow if planted because they
would have dried out too much, and if they did
grow would probably not be hardy because it is
quite certain that such walnuts are shipped in
from the South.

The old familiar question has popped up
once more: “Will it pay to raise rutabagas on a
large scale?” We must reply that the cost of
shipping to consuming markets will likely make
it unprofitable. However, there is no reason why
North Dakota should ship rutabagas in from
several hundred miles to the east. We should
raise our own,

LAST CALL! Are your dues paid? If not,
Uncle Same says we must stop sending you the
magazine.

“It’s Not a Home Until It’s Planted”
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DENIZENS OF SLLIM BUTTE
Claude 4. Barr, Smithwick, §. D.

Different enough to be alluring, remote
enough to be mysterious, the isolated eminence,
Slim Butte, gives us from home our principal
view of rugged scenery. Shut off from the
Black Hills all but a tip-toe glimps of Harney
Peak and the highest needles ,just on the White
River side from the Cheyenne Divide, we turn
to the southeast and Slim Butte when lines of
the prairie and objects of closer environment
become commonplace and suggest the need of
broader outlook.

Standing out strikingly, its dull buffy sand-
stone cliffs and grassy slopes rising to an irregu-
lar crest against the sky, its ends, right and left,
sharp against the vague purple of Pine Ridge,
this remnant of the later ages when the Badlands
were in the making stretches broadside to our
view and presents in endless, varied and colorful
succession the aspects of the days and seasons.

Years ago when it took most of a day to get
there and back we learned something of the

T

The Awe Inspiring Slim Butte

characteristics of the vicinity. In September
there were, in a small gulch running north from
the west end, great fat chokecherries of the sweet
western kind, and juicy wild plums. The earlier
plums which we suspected had been smaller and
more sour had been gathered, the grass about
the tree thoroughly trampled; but there were
two trees loaded with large ones that were just
reaching full ripeness. In the sandy loam above
the gulch upland asters were plentiful and de-
lightful with their concentration of hazy blue,
reminiscent of dog-days just past. At the foot
of the butte and far up the slope the dry, rattling
seed pods of mariposa tulips were noted in pass-
ing.

At the top after an eighteen minute climb by
the watch, and no unnecessary loilering, what
new and exciting sensations! Prairie, prairie
everywhere and on all sides. Prairie literally un-
der our feel so the kinds of grass and certain

herbs testified, but in the grass the cast-off nee-
dles and cones of pines, while above us were
towering trees!

How wide is this place? An acre, or is it five?
And further along il narrows to just space for
a path.

“Come on, let’s go to the Lion Couchant!”

A quarter or half a mile, descending or climb-
ing, over sandstones and conglomerates, across
stretches of sward where a house might stand,
the ground dipping abruptly at the north, or pre-
cipitately at the sun-baked south where only
yuccas and a few coarst grasses clung, to some
queer humps of rock that couldn’t be surmounted
and along whose sides ran a precarious narrow
trail. Little piles of gnawed cockle-burs left as
rubbish in the mouths of tiny caves gave one the
eerie feeling of the presence of unseen animals.
Bul no animals or birds were in evidence at that
time. Then another grassy place among scat-
tered pines. If we could go a quarter of a mile
further there was promise of a considerable pla-
teau, thickly bordered with trees, with cliffs west,
south and north.

Came the far “Woo-hoo!” the call to go home,
and there followed an indiscriminate scramble
down the slope. After we were slarted someone
remembered:

“Well, where was that Lion Couchant?”

“Why, thal was it just west from where you
came down,” answered Mother, who had made
the climb to the top more leisurely and had used
her eyes both there and below.

“Those big hunks of rock?”

“All that length?” asks another.

“Yes, just watch it till we're a few miles
away.” :

How different my trip last mid-June over a
graded road to the very foot of the butte at the
west end. Through a new wire gate and along
a well worn trail around to a cove near the Lion
Couchant, then off the road through dense grass,
dodging a boulder here and there, and as far up
the swingnig slope as the car would pull well
in low.

Purposely alone, ostensibly on a “scientifie”
investigation, I spent three hours in continuous
walking and climbing, eastward along the sum-
mit and back along the foot and on the slopes
of the more hospitable north side. 1 wanted to
know more about the mariposa tulips there. And
whal unbotanical surprises 1 found!

Only now and then on the climb was there a
bulb in flower. Some were far up. On the top
there were none at all. As [ neared the top two
great winged forms drifted over from the south.
Though fairly close they showed no surprise but
gave me casual inspection as I rested for a mo-
ment munching a sandwich, I should have paid

1
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no attention if at first they had not seemed to
be entirely black. The books say the black buz-
zard is native to South Dakota. It might be a
chance to prove the black buzzards I thought I
had seen the previous summer. In a short time
they were back again and a third one too.

The number was unusual. Why all the honor?
A trifle dizzy with the effort of the climb, I rest-
ed, looking out over the prairie and to the Black
Hills and to the little dark spot on the prairie
against the Hills which I knew to be alfalfa
fields and a grove to see if things continued in
their usual appearance. All seemed well. So
far as I could tell the buzzards need not have
come.

Again their fleet shadows betrayed their silent
presence. Bul as I glanced up two other smaller
forms drew my attention. Something new, on the
instant. Larger than any swallow, vaguely famil-
iar; long sickle-like wings. They were gone; to
return shortly, closer and in better light. No
colors were distinguishable in their dark feathers.
Much too large for the violet-green swallow of
the high peaks of the Black Hills. A graceful
turn far more unhurried than if a barn swallow
had made it brought out patches of clear white
on sides and elsewhere that would surely serve
as identification marks. I'd look them up when I
got back.

Birds! Thoroughly alert to them now, I noted
a horned lark that left its wallow to shake off
the dust but a few feet from my way; from lower
ground came the quick trochee’-trochee’-trochee’
of the inevitable meadowlark and a dash from
an important place to a more important one; on
a conspicuous branch a little way on a Say’s
phoebe piped his fur-reep’, phree-be’-er com-
plaint; and out of the unseen came the soft,
lovely wooing of a turtle dove.

(Pardon me, sticklers-for-adopted-names, but
1 do not call this gentle, happy bird by any un-
thinking and superficial name suggesting tears.)

The buzzards had been gone for a little while.
Perhaps they were sure there was no danger of
my finding their nest. Gradually T became con-
scious of the scream of a hawk at a distance.
One or two were making rapid sallies at the
level of the height out to the north, their purpose
not apparent. There was something in their
flight distinetive from the hawks of the remote
prairie, the very common marsh hawk and
Swainson’s, both of them usually silent as well.
At last a turn with tail spread in brilliant sun-
light told me the name, the red-tail. Here among
the crags just as I had seen him at Guney Table
thirty miles to the northeast a year earlier. At
home I had never seen him, and home was no
more than sixteen air miles away.

From time to time I had been hearing sweel,
contented, and withal rather brilliant singing,
singing that came from the earth, the sunshine,
from no particular place at all. As I climbed
along the Lion Couchant trying to place that

song, a sparrow hawk from a hidden cranny
glided out as if on a cable. One more, and quite
a company. Scattered still were the mariposas
shining like stars among the grass on very steep
places as well as on more gentle slopes, Hare-
bells were much more plentiful seeming to be
in congenial environment though totally absent
on the level prairie. They were bluish here with-
out variation except in tone. A third abundant
flower was on the primrose order, of an intense
clear yellow, several to the stem, about an inch
across. A loosestrife, as near as I could guess.
The season, already dry, was not favorable to
many flowers.

Back from the east came the buzzards and a
fourth with them. I was just finishing my lunch.
Two of them examined me with particular care
this time, coasting so close almost directly above
that I could plainly see their naked heads as they
twisted their clumsy necks sidewise to peer, one
eye at a time. Turkey buzzards. When I had
eaten my last bite they sailed away and were seen
no more,

Now, was a white-shirted man so rare in this
part of their domain, were they fearful of a
remote danger to a nest, or—on sudden inspira-
tion—did their most highly developed sense catch
the scent of the perfectly good cured ham in my

sandwiches?
(Continued next issue)

GARDEN HINTS
Mrs. M. W. Sheafe, Watertown, S. D.

The need for conservation of wild flowers and
shrubs, is so frequently brought to our attention,
by articles in magazines and newspapers from
many parts of the country, and to which we in
South Dakota are in perfect accord.

The thought is suggested to preserve our beau-
tiful wild Roses, by planting them as a hedge,
and low border, (using both varieties) in our
gardens.

There is no shrub one may use, that will give
more glorious, sweet scented flowers, and in au-
tumn, brilliant foliage and hues, than these roses,
and at the same time require so little care. They
are very easily transplanted and respond so lay-
ishly with their dainty flowers, for a little kindly
altention.

As a help to those starting seeds indoors, in
order to give a longer blooming season, an idea
has been set forth in one of the recent magazines,
that four inch flower pots be used. These pots
are to be filled within one-half inch of the top,
with carefully prepared loam. The mixture is
then firmed into the pots and the pots plunged
their full depth into soil. They are then thor-
oughly soaked and allowed to settle for a few
hours. Seeds may then be sown, in rows, and
the pots are then covered with straw or gunny
sacks, and watered through this material. This
method is said to be especially good for seeds
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that vary greatly, in time of germinating. Pots
of germinated seeds are easily removed to greater
or less light or temperature. When ready to be
reset, the earth can be dumped from the pots
and seedlings freed without injury to the roots.
This method is suggested for hot house use also.

In the window of a home not far from mine,
may be seen the most gorgeous Gloxinias, in
numerous shades and colors. Gloxinias are easily
started from seeds or by leaf or stem cuttings.
Place the leaf, (after cutting through the midrib
at the back of each) in a pot of loose soil, press
down firmly, but do not cover, keei)‘moist, water-
ing from base of pot. After watching and wait-
ing for what seems an endless time, during which
the leaves continue fresh and firm, suddenly the
leaves will begin to shrivel and dry, but upon
investigation you will find little tubers from each
leaf and little new sprouts from the top. From
that on development is rapid and you will soon
have a few gorgeous blooms. The resting period

SOUTH DAKOTA

follows after flowers fade, during which time
only sufficient moisture is required to keep tubers
from drying completely, Later reset in fresh
earth, moisture, and place in cool, semi-shaded
place to start.

Gloxinias are really summer flowering plants
and require a cool place, as the hot sun destroys
the flowers. They are very worthwhile, and de-
serving of much greater attention by flower
lovers.

The Lilliput Zinnias in my garden last year,
received much admiration and commendation as
well. They are such dainty little flowers, their
only lack being the absence of perfume. If given
sufficient room, each individual plant will de-
velop into a most shapely miniature bush covered
with blooms that continue until destroyed by
frost, if not allowed to mature seeds. There are
numerous colors and shades, and used as a low
barder in fronl of less colorful tall flowers, are
very effective and attractive.

HOW TO SUCCEED WITH EVERGREENS

(Continued from March)

Three low-growing types of
Juniper successful in this state
are Juniperus Communis De-
pressa, Juniperus Horizontalis,
and Juniperus Savin. Juniper-
us Communis Depressa is a
prostrate type, of spreading
habit. It is native in stony dry
regions, growing in broad patch-
es and attaining a height of
three to four feet. The termi-
nal branches are upright and
may be trimmed so the speci-
men attains a saucer-like form.
This variety is hardy and a na-
tive of the Black Hills of South
Dakota and many Canadian
provinces. The leaves are from
% to 9 inch in length, of green
color with a white band above.
Juniperus Horizontalis is also
native in Canada and many of
the northern tier of the United
States. The leaves are bluish
green and on mature plants are
scale-like. 'We have found it to
be a lower grower than Com-
munis Depressa and more creep-
ing in habit. It is absolutely
hardy and drouth-resistant. Ju-
niperus Savin is also hardy in
this section, The type used in
my discussion is the Procum-
bens. It has loose awl-shaped
leaves somewhat scale-like. They
are dark green in color and this

L. O. Peterson, Hankinson, N. D.

species is excellent for use as
a ground cover and on ferraces.
There are several other types of
prostrate and creeping Junipers
planted in this latitude to some
extent, and undoubtedly many
of them will prove to be desir-
able within the next few years.

The last general class we will
consider is the Thuja or Arbor
Vitae, and of these we have only
two, the American and Pyra-
midal, which I consider have as
yel proven their metal. In fact,
I imagine the subject of Arbor
Vitaes in general Is a sore spot
with many of you at this time.
It is true that they have met
with misfortune in most parts
of North Dakota and Minnes-
sota the past winter. The un-
seasonable mild spells started
many of them to get their spring
growth under way, only to be
frozen stiff with the return of
severe cold weather. From Wis-
consin to Montana we hear the
same sorrowful reports. Scarce-
Iy a week passed last spring but
what one or more letters came
to my desk with the same sad
story of how “my beautiful Ar-
bor Vitae seems to be dying.”
Undoubtedly many of them did
pass out completely, while oth-
ers were trimmed back to the
live growth and left to repair

the damage. Planters in gen-
eral, as well as many nursery-
men, seem unalterably set
against the species as a result
of this condition. However, in
some thirty years in this coun-
try I do not recall a similar
winter, and I doubt if we are
justified in forever condemning
the Arbor Vitaes as a result of
their failure to combat the rig-
ors of one winter in a genera-
tion. These trees are purely
ornamental and not suited to
planting in dry, exposed loca-
tions. They do not root deeply
and with drouth and neglect
soon become sparse and ugly
in appearance. The leaves are
leathery in appearance and a
bright green in summer, while
they fade to a dull brownish-
green in winter. The Pyramidal
type is of the same nature as
the American except that its
natural habit of growth is pyra-
midal and less broad than the
American. The Pyramidal is
particularly desirable at en-
trances and in any situation
where a compact, narrow grow-
ing tree is desired. The Amer-
ican is a general purpose orna-
mental, frequently used in
hedges, and stands shearing
well, Another winter it might
be good policy to muleh Arbor
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Vitaes well after the ground is

thoroughly frozen to protect
them against any premature

spring weather. I might men-
tion before leaving this species,
that we sustained a loss at Han-
kinson this spring in a block
of Arbor Vitaes which we found
were on alkali land. This con-
dition had not given any trouble
in the past, but apparently be-
ause of the very dry spring the
alkali was carried to the sur-
face in sufficient quantities to
turn the entire planting yellow.
All types suffered the same
effects, including Pyramidal,
American, Tom Thums, Globes,
Recurva Nana and Woodwards.
Arbor Vitaes do not, as is gen-
erally known, stand much al-
kali, but we evidently became
a little careless in selecting that
location for them. Our experi-
ence with Junipers has caused
us to use them in place of Arbor
Vitaes in many places. They
may top kill to some extent, but
rapidly overcome their behead-
ing with the new season’s
growth.

There are many other ever-
greens which may be suitable
for this country but I am con-
fident that if we keep these ob-
servations in mind, we will
achieve good resulls with the
varieties we have discussed.

Now. in closing, a short dis-
cussion on the transplanting
and handling of evergreens may
be of some interest. Undoubl-
edly most of you are familiar

with the main points and I
shall discuss them as briefly as
possible.

The small seedlings or small
transplanted ever greens are not
intended for planting in the
open, but rather in beds where
they can be grown on until they
become large enough to put out
in an open location. It is gen-
erally undesirable to attempt
planting seedlings of any size in
the open as their root systems
are ordinarily too small to sus-
tain the tree without the very
best of care. As grown in nur-

series, evergreens are, as a rule,
transplanted two or three times
and root pruned as many times
before they reach the market-
able age. Each time these opera-
tions are performed the root
system expands by the addition
of more fibrous roots, which
are in effect the feeders of the
plant. When planting a tree
which has been grown in this
way, the planter is assured of
a large, vigorous root systemx
which under ordinary condi-
tions is adequate to support the
tree during this most hazardous
period in its life.

The sap of evergreen is resin-
ous and dries and hardens rap-
idly when exposed to the sun
and wind, In shipping ever-
sreens with bare roots, nurser-
ies generally puddle the roots in
a grout of clay which provides
an efficient air-tight coating on
the roots, which are then packed
in damp moss. The planter, on
receipt of such trees should un-
pack them at once and heel
them in in a sheltered place out
of sun and wind if he cannot
plant them at once. The ftrees
should be taken out as planted,
allowing as little exposure to
the air as possible, In planting,
the roots should be spread out
well, the dirt sifted around them
and packed down firmly. The
trees can then be watered with
as much water as the soil will
absorb readily, and a top layer
of loose dirt put around the
tree to act as a mulch. The
watering should be continued
possibly twice a week—a good
soaking rather than a sprink-
ling—during the first spring and
summer, Allowing the ground
to become dry in the fall when
the freeze-up comes is very det-
rimental to the trees.

The other method planting
evergreens is with balled and
burlapped trees. In this case,
the trees are dug in the nursery
with a solid ball of earth ad-
hering to the roots. This ball
is tightly wrapped with burlap
and tied to hold it intact in

shipping. On receipt of such
trees it is well to soak the ball
of earth with water if il ap-
pears to be dry. The holes
should be dug a foot deeper and
wider than the ball and in each
hole, where the soil requires
drainage, should be placed three
or four inches of coarse gravel
or cinders, with a good layer of
dirt on top of it. The hole
should be filled with good gar-
den soil to a point which will
allow the top of the ball to come
just below the surface of the
ground when the tree is placed
in the hole. The tree should
then be placed in the hole, bur-
lap and all, and dirt packed
around the ball even with the
top. The burlap should then be
opened and laid back from the
stem of the tree, the strings or
twine holding it being cut. The
treec may then be walered as
mentioned before, and a top
layer of loose dirt put around
it. Balled and burlapped ever-
greens keep right on growing
so it is important that they be
supplied with sufficient mois-
ture to sustain them until the
roots have again taken hold in
the new location. We have
found that a protector made by
stretching burlap around the
trees on a frame of four stakes,
or a barrel with the top and
three staves knocked ouf, in-
verted over the trees, does much
to protect them from drying
winds and sun, especially during
the spring and heat of the sum-
mer. Considering the unfortu-
nate experience of many plant-
ers the past spring, the mulch-
ing of ten or twelve inches deep,
well out over the root system,
after the ground is frozen,
would be good policy.

It is apparent that success
with evergreen depends upon
due consideration of the pecu-
liarities of the species, but I be-
lieve most of us agree that the
additional care, cost and com-
mon sense is well worth the
battle in establishing the beauty
of evergreens in our landscape.
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Many Garden Clubs are being organized this
year. Within a few years there will be a marked
contrast in the appearance of the towns that or-
ganized the clubs and those that do not have a
club.

The belief that grasshoppers caught during
the warm days this spring were just hatched and
that they would freeze to death is not entirely
correct,
were apparently little injured.

FOR RARE NURSERY STOCK

You may be able to help yourself from our stock
for both Dakotas because we have specialized in
uncommon varieties and very choice specimens
suited to our climate.

New Catalog of Hardy Stock
To secure new patrons we are going to send to
inquirers a 50c due bill which will apply on your
first order for $1.00 or more.
The rains and snows indicate a good planting sea-
son in just a very few weeks. May we send you
our catalog? Now is the time you can enjoy it.

Wahoo Lodge Gardens, Sioux Falls, S. D.

A Most Complete Line
of Nursery Stock at Lower Prices

Extra Large Stock of Shade

and Fruit Trees and Flowering Plants

WRITE FOR CATALOG

THE HOUSE OF GURNEY, INC.
Yankton, South Dakota

EVERGREENS
Direct from the Black Hills Forest
WRITE FOR PRICES
H. P. Majors & Son Hill City, S. D.

SINCE
PIONEER TREE AND SEED COLLECTOR
TREES, TREE SEEDS AND ALPINE PLANTS
J. J. VALLENTHIME, Custer South Dakota

1892

SEED and TREES from
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Those frozen in a cake of ice over night

the NORTH DO BETTER

Grow our North Dakota Jumbo Tomato, very
Inrge, early and delicious and the only substitute
for the ponderosas.

Goleen Gem and Sun-
shine Sweet Corn for earlier.
and better sweet corns
Mammoth Zinnias and
8 [Flowers to brighten homes.
i Morthern Seed Cern that
§ matures every season. Buy
#d hardy Northern Groewn
g, Nursery Stock direot from
growers and save dollars
and disappointment,

FREE illusiraled eatalogue listing hnrdy
flower, vegetable, field seeds andnursery stock. It's
different. Special discotint given on carly orders.

hern Soed & Nurscry Co., Ipswich, . D,

WANTED---

R eliable
Salesmen

DYBVIG NURSERIES,
INC.

COLTON, S. DAK.

PLANT IN 1952

The World honors its builders. Keep optimistic improving the great
northwest and carry on. Many Trees and Shrubs must be replaced
from the effects of the dry years.

BUILD A FUTURE GARDEN OF EDEN HERE

Looking with longing eyes at distant hills breeds discontent, but
building and planting around the house means happiness and con-
tentment.
Planting Trees for Fuel

It is estimated that for every Hc¢ put into Trees, $1.00 has been real-
ized in fuel, and even the large trees affected by the dry season have
not been a losg. The early settlers are being praised for their fore-
sight and those that start a planting, which is considered the most
essential of all improvements, will have their names written in the
hall of fame.

BUY FROM THE SOUTH DAKOTA NURSERYMEN

Help keep our wealth at home and circulating in the northwest, We
will co-operate with youn and help build a happy future. Feel free to
write to any of the nurseries listed below for information. The South
Dakota Nurserymen’s Association will again co-operate with the State
Department of Agriculture in furnishing trees to the farmers and
country schools.

Send for Catalogues or Information from the following nurserymen
who are sponsoring this ad.
Bervin Nursery, Centerville, S. D,
Dybvig Nursery, Colton, S. D.
E. A. Gates Nursery, Rapid City, S. D.
Martelle Nursery, Beresford, S. D.
Northern Seed & Nursery Co., Ipswich, S. D.
Nor. States Nursery, Sioux Falls, S. D.
John Robertson Nursery, Hot Springs, S. D.
Lars Solnar Greenhouse, Sisseton, S. D.
The House of Gurney, Yankton, S. D.
Wahoo Garden, Sioux Falls, S, D.




	Apr-1932-NSDH37
	Apr-1932-NSDH38
	Apr-1932-NSDH39
	Apr-1932-NSDH40
	Apr-1932-NSDH41
	Apr-1932-NSDH42
	Apr-1932-NSDH43
	Apr-1932-NSDH44
	Apr-1932-NSDH45
	Apr-1932-NSDH46
	Apr-1932-NSDH47
	Apr-1932-NSDH48

