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nxtension Circular Ho. 47. South lakota Jtate College and
U. S, Departiient of Agricul ture
Cooperating.

TEXTILE STUDY ~ LINEI

. ' Linen has been called the textile of Tuxury as its experde
in fine grades stands in the way of it{s' coamwion use. In olden tines
it supplied many of the family needs But in the =resent da 2y cotton
has largely supplanted it for common uses. Tinen is made frem the
long, lustrous fiber obtained from the stock of the flax \lan

grown in DIuropean countries and to soame extent in Anerica,

The Plant is an annuad, #nd has an erect, slight and rwil lowyg
Sitenre "4 € grows fror 20 to 40 inolé® in height, branching freguently
TSRS Woper bart when not planted £oo . closely and -having nuygerousg
small flowers which range from yellowish to bright blue. Ilax springs
Un With many weeds  which rust De removed. In Burope the weeding is
done principally by woren and children wno go over the ground on
tlenShands and knees when the plents gre from one to two inehse higEhs

Flax is 1n the best for fiber when the leaves and stem of the lower

PaEtEie ke plant turns yecllowish and the s€ed pods ate becoriing
[EERE M RILT 9 ey be any time between the last peril'eof June and theyens
ogfilcust." Dry, clear, weather is selected for the pullihg. lien go
thiselasin " the Tields grasping a handful of flax'lal about the middle ol
thengveria, 2nd pulling the sheaf up|by the roots. Fhe dirt i§ kneckd
ed off by hitting the root end against the Wwot. When the flax is
@it " in@tead sof rpulled, the sap runs oeut and the guality of the Iibeall
is inferior or in addition there would be sare waste of stalk, yet
ther BULliAE i 2-Eedious operatl ions

U the Umi ted Bfmtea flax is grovn principglly Far the kg ol
g Nseeds “are wded*for lingeed pil, which iF weyuired in paints,
Vernighes, lineleums, and o0il cloths, linseed cake for feeding cattie
andy 1inseed powder for poultices,  The flax we have cul tivatel for
fiver has produced nostly a rough, tow-like yarn, and rot the kind
reqimeed (for £ing 1 inen.

STANDARD LINZW MATERIALS

Butcher's Linen - Heavy, coarse weave. Uscd for butcher's
Spreps. an@ 1.0r dress skirts.

Crash - Plain weave, coarge and loosely woven. Jsecause o
duraks } 18w uged for draperies; aprons and cuftaias.
Cooperative Lxtension Worlk in Agriculture and Home Liconomics,
PSR Sifeny 8 Ditreicitoas Distribused in furtheranece of fHets of
Congress of Hay 8 and June I0, A9%4 s




Dresg_;inen - Plain weave. Used for dresses and suits,
lamger1@s’ well but, crushes vely ca¥ily.

Dapasglk - Patiern is In'ware lines, that is, threads of
design run lengthwise. Best Linen iIs siged very little. Used fox
tablecloths and napkins because of its becauty and power to shed s0als

Huckaback - Uneven weave. Usecd for toweling because of

rocugh suriace which easily absorbs moisture md causes skin to glod
Handkerché®f Iinen - A fine, firn weave. Used for babiest
dresses and handkercniefs.

CHARACTIRISTICS OF LIVIN

l. Strong and durable.

U"

2. 4l pood cormductem oftheat,
5. BSnecoth and glossy when laundered.
4

. Snowy whitc When bleached.

8. TWrinklecs cas

1y, because of the stiffness and inelasties
Jepyree @it Ul e

i

fibexr.

6. Does not retain stains as persistently as cotton.
W It doés rigt lea¥e a 1Limd,

8. Waehes easily because of smnooth surfacec.

9, Water is abscrbed r »1i3y il levaporaties anlelsly F RS

¥0. TLi¥new fibers.do net dye resdiBy,  They fade’ quiekly il
Wa S ng ~enfd) 1T teille Syl Thentifore, matural cr Giige
Timen FsWiore sa@tisifacbory ‘Ter driesses tha dolorvd

linen.

IMITATION A NDADULTTRATIONS

1. Pinishes, such as sizing or high volishes are put on
cotton, mahlng g PSS EHNILE JILENAICHI

2. Sizing is used to makc linen sé€en: heavier and of better
gl 1%y -

3. Cotton is combined with linen, which is often sold as
1L HAEra -

4. Mercerized cotton is substituted for linen and sold as
linen.
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Linen

Linen feels cool and leathery. ILinen crushcs and
WP ialcles eashly.- It will Hold ithe wr ikl ¢ENlongts
then cotton.

Unsized linen feelsg
or ‘sizing Uy {BESEN

Sized TlHCJ e Is Nlalaie S s aciacits t
of c i
Sz fruibbmaE S Gewl

©
leathery, Gl e dr Slersilviil e S TiE
Ia=with th i bl e el | @i sl e

LalEEn: S mE g SecGuaiRg | Sal ol

Rub linen briskly. If the surface heconres ¥ ough &HC
Frigz v it.lie s~collfenier #ow In 48.. "Goegd ljiimecd fiber

1s 12k t04 20 inchesilonah  Shexrt Isinen ficers @ne c sl
tow. These arc used ol edarser, Loarsr quelitdes aa
LAl ol Wbl AEHe s UL STl

Good linen does not give off lint. Break a thread of
ifikens@ndt o Neoltdon s omme s JISIECachiloSEriciEe
brolsertend, [ishicreectvnan S SEeRSihurs ¢ ol et o/dEe Fne el
endisSofi e Neloit ot aiNarie sy“cwl cut 1in all_ d9TeciEs
Tiferals] 3 Nieenaiin SR E@E o it aeis Bt @1 @@ winols ! Il e
harder to %ear and has an uneven torn edge, It gifves

2 dull sownd whdn teasing., The «cotton |T8gdnsE ogicNiys
with sh®ill:sound, fnd| as & siooth edge . a4 St
prRecitiic eNon| Rt ish itesidnn v e snEelosiStyamb e fageonEIERS
BURE ©i RESULTE .

leisture test, formerly relied upon, is of ' Yittle vauEse
neEamlbelcausieNdoittonEisipilsdei S to N eles po e tlo bl c il hiole IR

Al el e,

Ol S, | Oneln Silyeerancoe @l alwe, @alils i
EhEedd LN

3

S

clojiiioias i nome Wil v wsklz 3 g1 hie s helcn e
bEComés Lranspsrent; cotiten becomes chadgu
©lag LT e a@E Upen Jaeilelilins whlgEie S wie) oeksit
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