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How it started
• The project started as a comparison study 

of   two school districts.
o Winner and Kennebec

• Wanted to investigate if  there was a 
possibility of  flight from Native Americans



How it started
• To make it generalizable, all 151 school 

districts, as well as private and BIE schools, 
were included in the study.

• A Literature review was conducted using 
historical  and contemporary documents

• Needed data to prove hypotheses.
• So the search for enumerated data started.



Objectives
• Types of  data

-Primary 
-Secondary

• South Dakota School Districts

• Locating School data
-Public 
-Private



Types of  Data
Primary Data
• Consists of  original data collected by the 

researcher. 
• Advantages of  using primary data 

o collecting information for the specific purposes of  study. 
o tailored to elicit the data that will help researchers with their 

study. 
o using surveys, interviews and direct observations allows more 

control over data.



Types of  Data
• Disadvantages

o Time consuming
o Expensive
o Large volume of  data collection
o Direct and personal intervention is required
o Requires skill and expertise of  the researcher 



Types of  Data
Secondary Data
• Data collected for a purpose other than the 

research situation at hand
• Advantages

o Cost and time
o Availability
o Less expensive
o Less time intensive



Types of  Data
Disadvantages of  Secondary Data
• Relevance:  may not match the data needs 

of  a given project.
o Measurement units
o Differences in category definitions
o Time Period



Types of  Data
External Data: Government Sources
• Collects extensive data about people, firms, 

markets, and foreign countries; more than any 
other secondary data source

• Data collected is readily available on Internet 
sites

• Documents published are in the form of  
summary reports based on the raw data 
collected

• The raw data is often available for a fee



Where to locate School Data
• Many different websites to access school 

data
o South Dakota Department of  Education (SDDOE)
o U.S. Census (Fact Finder)
o National Center for Education Statistics
o Great Schools 

So let’s get started with the SDDOE website. 



SDDOE
 Using the SD School Report Card website

o Student and school performance
o Teacher qualifications
o School climate and resources

 District and state Report Card overview

 Understanding what the data provides



Click here to 
bring up the 
desired option



Select 
school/student 
data 

Student 
Enrollment



This will contain 
all of  that year 
data in excel 
format



Look at 
Brookings



• This data has been extracted and ready to be 
compared against the ACS

• It is one of  the many starting points to locate 
all of  the population under investigation.

• This data can be manipulated with programs 
such as GIS and SPSS.



Fact Finder
• Part of  the U.S. Census data.

• Community Facts links you to popular 
tables of  interest.

• It is another great point of  entry. 



Fact Finder
• Guided Search helps you narrow down your search by 

type of  data, topics, geography, and race. 

• Advanced Search allows you to perform a keyword 
search and also narrow down your search by a variety 
of  factors, including topic, geography, year, dataset, 
industry codes, etc.

• Can be laborious if  you are not familiar with the search 
procedures.
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SD is always 
unified

This will 
continue the 
progress





• So we pulled up the ACS data and now it time 
to  locate private schools.

• We can do this in ACS, but the National Center 
for Educational Statistics is a lot more user 
friendly.

• The filter is similar but much more manageable 
for use in schools and boardrooms. 



NCES
• This engine is used to locate schools 

• It’s a powerful statistical tool on the internet.

• Can generate files in Excel for use in GIS 
programs or SPSS.

• Let’s get started.



Quick 
snapshots

Click to 
create 
tables



Choose private 
school or any 
other filter





We create this table



• The disadvantage of  the website is that private 
schools are located in counties, not districts

• So we need to locate these schools

• We could use the yellow pages, Google maps, 
or even the iPhone.  

• Time consuming, but there is an easier way.



Greatschools.org
• Web based school locator

• Provides scores, reviews, and other important 
information.

• Could be used to located schools that borders 
district lines.

http://www.greatschools.org/


Start 
search 
here



Lists 
number of  
schools 
and their 
scores

Shows 
district 
boundary 
and school 
location

School 
of  
interest



Locating BIE Schools
• Though Native America children are the 

dominant minority in SD, school information 
about them is limited

• FERPA and low Native American population 
numbers, requires the U.S. government to 
withhold sensitive data

• To get any Native American data, the 
researcher must contact the Education 
Research Analysts in Albuquerque, NM 





How to use data
• Use data to inform discussions.

• Draw conclusions carefully. 

• Some success factors can’t be measured by data.

• Outside factors can influence data.



Using Data for Comparisons
 Great schools.org is useful for making 

general comparisons only.
 The website not designed to serve as an 

absolute ranking of  schools.
 Carefully read the guide for details about 

how data comparisons are structured.



Ideas for future school data 
collectors

 Start conversations and use data to target 
areas of  interest and concern.
 Ask the data center administrator, county 

officials, or district office administrators 
questions.
 Align priorities and compare current data 

with school and district goals.



Discussion
 Who needs to know about the Report 

Cards in your community?
 How can you raise awareness about what 

you found in school data?
 How can you collect community data?
 How might you use the Census data to 

improve your school district? 



Links
• South Dakota Department of  Education 

(SDDOE)
o http://doe.sd.gov

• U.S. Census (Fact Finder)
o http://factfinder2.census.gov

• National Center for Education Statistics
o http://nces.ed.gov

• Great Schools
o http://www.greatschools.org/school-district-boundaries-map 

http://doe.sd.gov/
http://factfinder2.census.gov/
http://nces.ed.gov/
http://www.greatschools.org/school-district-boundaries-map


Thank you

Question?
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