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BRANCHLINE ABANDONMENT ”

A STUDY OF THE IMPACT ON SELECTED COMMUNITIES
IX RURAL 5007 DAKOTA

By J. Michael Alley
and C. E. Lamberton
INTRODUCTION Table 1
Decade Abandoned Miles
pre-1920's 37
Causes of Abandonment 1920's 89
1930's 138
South Dakota has lost a signifi- 1940's 184
cant amount of rail mileage to 1950's 57
abandonment in recent years. With the 1960's 207
exception of the 1950's, rail abandon- 1970's 700 +
ment increased in South Dakota since Source: The South Dakota Railroad Industry
the turn of the century (Table 1). Yesterday and Today, Vol. V: South
South Dakota railroad companies had Dakota Public Utilities Commission.
filed to abandon another 5%2.7 miles of
track by July 1, 1979.1 This represen- Table 2
ted about 21% of the remaining rail ICC Classification Miles
network in South Dakota. The Interstate I abandonment within 3 years 952.2
Commerce Commission (ICC) has classi- IT  abandonment under study 32.8
fied the abandonment plans for the ITT abandonment pending 592.7
remaining rail network in Table 2. \J no abandonment plans 1148.7
Source: Division of Railroads, South
Several factors are responsible Dakota Department of Transportation;
for the increased rate of branchline July 17, 1979.

abandonment. The major one has been
the development of the motor carrier
and related technology. The railroad,

introduced in South Dakota during the As a result, the market share of
1870's, was for several decades the South Dakota's rail industry has de-
only mode of transportation connecting creased. In 1970, rails handled 80%
South Dakota farms to regional and of the total shipping by country
national markets, and tracks extended elevators. Four years later, the

in all directions to accommodate farm- share had fallen to 64%. The loss of
ing regions of the state. Following traffic to trucks has pushed many rail
completion of this extensive rail operations below or near the margin of
network, construction of a statewide economic viability. When revenues fail
highway system began in response to a to cover operating and maintenance
growing social preference for greater costs, railroad officials defer main-
mobility. This system paved the way tenance. If maintenance is deferred
for a trucking industry in South for an extensive period, the line
Dakota which today threatens the deteriorates, and trains must operate

economic viability of the once-mono-
polistic rail industry.

2
C.E. Lamberton and R.K. Rudel,

A Pilot Study to I ti Effi

1 o . y to Investigate cient
StateTent by Division of Railroad Grain Transportation and Marketing
representative, South Dakota Department Systems for South Dakota, South Dakota
of Transportation, March 30, 1979. State University, June 1976, p. 20.



















Table 3

Test Communities

1970 Year of
Community Population Abandonment Bank
1. Turton 121 1970 1
2, Eden 132 1971 1
3. Roslyn 250 1971 1
4., Grenville 154 1971 0
5. Toronto 216 1967 1
6. Brandt 132 1967 0
7. Revillo 142 1968 0
8. Strandburg 100 1968 0
9. Astoria 153 1970 0
10. Clear Lake 1152 1967 1
11. White 418 1967 1
12. Ferney NA 1970 0
13, Verdon 18 1970 0
14, Hillhead NA 1971 0
15. Bushnell 70 1967 0
16. Lake City 42 1971 0

NA - data not available

traffic, which resulted from the poor
condition of the line, did not generate
enough revenue to justify continued
operation. C&NW claimed that $965,000
needed to rehabilitate the line was too
enormous in relation to projected grain
traffic.

leertificate and Order issued by
the ICC permitting the Chicago & North
Western Railroad Company, to abandon its
branchline extending between Doland and
Groton, South Dakota, Finance Docket
25788, June 24, 1970.

Abandonment opponents appearing at
the ICC hearing included several grain
shippers and representatives of a
cooperative grain elevator, a high-grade
oil company, and the Railway Labor Exec-
utive Association. The grain shippers
had no objection to the abandonment if
the existing substituted motor-for-rail
services were continued. The coopera-
tive grain elevator and oil company
representatives had no objections, with
the condition that the switching ser-
vices in Groton, South Dakota, be con-
tinued (Groton is on the northern end of
this line and still has east-west rail



Table 4
Control Communities

1970 Year of
Community Population Abandonment* Bank
1. Stockholm 116 1968 1
2. South Shore 199 1968 0
3. Ortley 111 1971 0
4, Pierpont 241 1971 1
5. Frankfort 192 1970 0
6. Raymond 114 1970 0
7. Bruce 217 1967 1
8. Andover 138 1971 0
9., Claire City 100 1971 0
10. Stratford 202 1970 0
11. Peever 106 1971 0
12, Mansfield 111 1970 1
13. Conde 279 1970 1
14, Estelline 624 1967 1
15. Albee 26 1968 0
16. Labolt 90 1968 0
17. Crocker NA 1971 0
18. Castlewood 523 1967 1
19. Gary 366 1968 1
20. Britton 1465 1971 1**

NA - data not available.

*The year that the test community, to which the control community is
to be compared, last its rail service.

**The Britton bank was not included in the bank analyses because
the information was unavailable.







































Table 14
Population Change of Test Communities 1950-1970

1950 1960 1970 1950-1970
Population Population Population % Change
Turton 201 140 121 -13.6
Eden 149 136 132 - 2.9
Roslyn 222 256 250 - 2.3
Grenville 207 151 154 + 2.0
Toronto 322 268 216 -19.4
Brandt 211 148 132 -10.8
Revillo 249 202 142 -29.7
Strandburg 144 105 98 - 5.7
Astoria 206 176 153 -13.0
Clear Lake 1105 1137 1157 + 1.8
White 525 417 418 + 0
Bushnell 96 92 65 - 2.9
Verdon 34 28 18 -35.7
Lake City 110 81 44 =44,0
Ferney NA* NA NA -
Hillhead NA NA NA -

*Information not available.

SOURCE: .Population Change of Counties and Incorporated Places, South
Dakota 1950-1970, Agricultural Experiment Station, South Dakota
State University, Bulletin 586, July 1971.













Table 17
Population Change of Control Communities 1970-1975

1970 Estimated 1970-1975
Population 1975 Population 7 Change

Stockholm 116 100 -16.0
South Shore 199 236 +18.6
Ortley 111 98 -11.7
Pierpont 241 221 - 8.2
Frankfort 192 159 -17.1
Raymond 114 117 + 2.6
Bruce 217 215 - 1.0
Andover 138 129 - 6.5
Claire City 100 94 - 6.0
Peever 202 218 + 7.9
Conde 279 279 0
Estelline 624 624 0
Albee. 26 14 -46.0
Britton 1465 1507 + 2.9
Castlewood 523 538 + 2.9
Labolt 90 65 -39.9
Stratford 106 141 -33.0
Gary ‘ 366 389 + 6.3
Mansfield NA* NA -

Crocker NA NA -

*Information not available.

SOURCE: Population Estimates and Projections, Bureau of Census, U.S.
Department of Commerce, Series P-25, No. 689, April 1977.
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