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Control

Moth and carpet beetle damage can
be prevented and the following pre-
cautions should be taken to prevent
infestations from these insects:

1. Check over premises for the following con-
stant breeding places:

a. Lint in cracks, crevices, cold air shafts or
furnace pipes.

b. Unused woolens, furs, skins, silks and feath-
ers in attics, basements or closets in im-
proper storage. These materials produce a
constant supply of moths and beetles so
must be eliminated or stored properly.

2. Condition materials for proper storage.

a. Articles to be stored should be hung in the
sunlight, thoroughly aired and brushed.

b. Dry cleaning of garments is necessary when
putting these materials away since it kills
all stages of insect life.

3. Store away in tight garment bags, trunks,
boxes or chests with paradichlorobenzene crystals
between the layers of clothing. Use one-half to one
pound of crystals to average size trunk, box or
chest. Tape edges of lids with gummed paper tape
or cellulose tape, if the lids are not tight fitting.
Cedar chests, etc., will not halt the work of clothes
moths if clothing is infested when stored. If paper
garment bags are used, tie paradichlorobenzene
crystals in a cheese-cloth bag and suspend from
hanger. In pianos, a cloth bag of these crystals
may be suspended in the piano case and the lids
kept closed.

4. Moth proofiing. Moth proofing consists of im-
pregnating the fabric with a solution that is repel-
lent or poisonous to the insect pests. The most suc-
cessful moth proofing is done at the factory while
the fabric is being dyed. Some protection from
home-made moth proofing solutions can be had
under certain conditions such as backs of rugs, etc.
To make such a solution, add one ounce of sodium
fluosilicate and two teaspoons of dreft to one gallon
of water. Moth proofing is generally lost in dry
cleaning or laundering.

5.S8prays. Many of our housechold sprays (oil
bearing pyrethrum) are of value in clothes moth
and carpet beetle control. Spraying the walls and
floor cracks thoroughly to kill these pests is a com-
mon and fairly efficient remedy. In furniture lightly
infested, thorough brushing and vacuum cleaning
helps to remove all stages of insects but should be
finished off with a spray. Be sure penetration is
made into folds, seams, etc.
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6. Fumigation. If the premises are heavily in-
fested, it pays to have the dwelling fumigated with
hydrogen cyanide gas. This method should not be
attempted by the owner but a professional fumi-
gator should be employed. In small rooms such as a
closet or in a piece of upholstered furniture, the
job may be done by the homemaker. Temperatures
must be 70 degrees or above to secure results.

In furniture, two to three pounds of paradichloro-
benzene is necessary for the average overstuffed
chair. In warm weather, it may be done in an out-
building or even on a potch. Sprinkle the crystals
liberally over the piece of furniture, cover tightly
with several blankets, and weight down to the floor
all the way around to seal in the fumes. Treat for

48 hours.

In closets perhaps a liquid fumigant is more de-
sirable since it evaporates much more readily. A
fumigant of the non-inflammable type is recom-
mended. A mixture of ethylene-dichloride (75 per
cent) and carbon tetrachloride (25 per cent) is
readily obtainable under various trade names. Use
1% pints to every 100 cubic feet of space. Place the
liquid in a shallow pan on the top shelf of the
closet. Close and seal the door with adhesive tape
or gummed paper tape. Success depends upon seal-
ing in the fumes. Clothes may be left without fear
of injury to the gas exposure. Leave at least 72
hours.

7. Baits or traps. Some benefit can be had from
exposing pieces of woolen fabric on closet floors for
a week or 10 days. Remove and dip same in hot
water to kill eggs and larvae of clothes pests, Pieces
of woolen fabric soaked in moth proofing solution,
then dried, and later exposed act as traps.

8. Cold treatment. Furniture infested may often
be treated by moving it to the out of doors in mid-
winter and exposing it to the cold temperatures.
When thoroughly chilled, bring it indoors, heat to
living room temperatures and again remove to
outside cold temperatures.

Fish Moths or Silverfish

Silverfish are slender, scale covered,
wingless insects about three-eighths
of an inch long. They have three long
tail-like bristles at the rear of the body.
There are two species in South Da-
kota: The common silverfish with a
s rery pearl gray color and the other,
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