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HIGE CROP YIRLDS AND PRCFITS FROM FARMING

Crop yields have a direct bearing upon farm profits. GraavinZg
that there are m8aY factors aife@tidg e¢rop yields and crcp priccs
that are beyond the control of the individvwal farmer, it is suill
true that thogse men whose crop yields are somgwnat above the average
for their localities make the largest profits. This is tlue in all
parts of the country and for all crops as 1s shown by the folliowing
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labor income on farms having poor crop yields, medium or avarage
vields and gond crop yields. In each case farm account Gock rec-
ords were kept on these farms for from 3 .to 7 years and dependabls
averagees @cured. Labor income is what the farm operater earng idor
his labor and skill as manager after paying all expenses and deduct-

ing 5 per cent interest on tihe capital invested in the business.
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Other facterd Me doudt @ontribute to malke the profitg gréatest
on fgsng haping HWigh erep yieldd, hut the Taecl That' all 6T Ehéss

areas show the same general tendency indicates the importance of
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of this factor. Iliowever there is & point bveyond which it does .+

say to increase crop vields. For INEtRnes; tide apRlication @
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memgial fertilizers, notably chogpherws, will often increase the arre

el >

yield of crops ih mouth Dakota, but the additional bus

?
sfolcredticed wdildlenier Sell Ior emough to pay the cost or tn@ Toartiliz
er. This mens that one should not strive to grow 1C0 bushels of

s
corn or 50 bushels of wheat regardless of cost, but that his greaites

et profit wWill reswtlk Trom yields 10 to 25 per cénNt higher than the

awerage for his meighborhiood.

lation of Yield per Acre to Cost per Bushel
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One of the outstanding facts in all cost of preduction studies
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is tke wide variation in costs on different farms in the same 1
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ity. This is well illustrated by the following tablie which shows the
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yield per aere, the acre cost and the bushel cost of producing wieat

on 28 farms in ooink County in 1°21&.
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We find the aere cost varying here from $19.3% to %32.70, the
yiedd Varying fram 5.0 bughels #e 20.1 busEhels End the bushel cost
Fanging from %1.15 to $4.54 ger bushel. In 1918 the ecost of the
labor and materials entering into the jsroduction of wheat was high.
fricet were also high, and, if tlie man whose acre cost was highest
(852.%0) ag obtained 2 vield egual to the state average for that
vear (12 bushels), his cost per bughel would have been only $1.73
and he could have made a good nrofit at prevailing prices. Ve

mugt eonclude that of all the factors affecting arefits from the

growing of ecrops, the wield per aecime 18 most Impor teamt:

h

Cost of Growing heat in 192

The @ollowing, figures are an average of pix farme in Faulk
and Hand Counties and are given hnhere by courtesy of the bHtate De-

partmefit of Agriculture.
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KA higher .yield per-mere will mean & sliighwly higher chnarae

for threshing, but the othler itens of expense will remain practic-

a1\ unchanged. If these men had secured a yvield of &.6 odushels,
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tke ten-year average for Faulk and Hand Counties, their bufhel €&o
would have been $1.36, If they had secured a yield equal to the
state average for that year (9.1 bushels), their bushel coz® wou
have been $1.29. If they had gecured a yizld equal to the tive-
year average for the state (11. 0 bushels), their wheat would hnve
cost them $0.98 per bushkel. The relation between yielid per acve
and cost per bushel 1s appoarent.

Since high crop yields are such an important factor affecting
orofits it may be well to consider some of the things that in-
fluence them. Crop yields are often reduced by factors beyond
human control such as hail, frost, drought, and excessive rain-

fall. Some of the other factors are listed below and may profit-

ably be discussed at club neetings.

cuggested Tcpics for Discussion at Club ileetings
1. Seil vreparation. -

‘2. The best adapted varieties for the locality.
3. The importance of c«lean seed.

4. Seed testing.

5. Seed treatment to prevent smaut.

6. Farly seeding.

7. Contpel of gragshoppers and other insects.

8. Biberey cradieation and the prevention of rpst.

NOTE:Come good bulleiinscn these topics *hat may be nad by writing
to the GTxtension Service, State College, Brookings, are:

tCertification of Farm Seeds" (deals with standard varieties):
" 2ine) Rae-Bell] fhed Wetiasr™, Paomers” Bulletin 'Wo 948,
iCerezl bmuts and the Disinfection of Seesd Grain', Farmers bul.939-

"Grasshoppers, Cutworme, and Army Worns, and their Control", Ext.
Circular 38;
"Destroy the Common Bar@erry", Farmers' Bulletin Mo. 1058,
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