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_#tension Circular No. 92 South Dakota State Coullere
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A. Definition of the Word "Cecrn".

we must ¥now what corn Is,
ovET & long perilc of years,

In the beginning, if ws are
The meaning of words chan. e
For instence, in the distﬂwt Dq:f of Euro:ean history “cora" medat any
cereal crop iIncluding all barley, whsat ur vats.

>

At the present day, however, we find ws have a differcent mezniar of the
word, The term corn, as us ¢d in fmeri refers to maize or Indiar corn,

Maize or Indian Corn is undoubtedly of smericean origin. Columbus fouid
it #rowing in Hayti in 1492, History records many referencss *to *his
crop by the explorers in the western hemispnesre, The in: :
growing it quite generaily over the new worid at the time the firsi
explorers reached its various partis. Hew long corn had been grown in
the new world beforc the coming of white man is net knewn. It has beon
a long time, as it hes beern found in mounds of the prehistoric trat:s

that long z;0 inhabited this western hownilsphere, Oamples of corn have
been found in mounds in seveval pas ¢f Ohio, in the abodes of the cliff
dwellers of southwestern Umited S' and in mounds lef; by tne early
tribes that irhabitced the west con of Sglidtls Anerhcas FE s SherEoiuiRe
evident that corn is a creop hthat had furaished icod for many renerasisns
“of mer vefore the advent of uhe present civilication, Indaisw Corm was

not known in ine old wcrld until it was intveduced thers afier its
covery in the new world.

B. What our corn came from:

No wild cosn plaats have ever been found! Two large, rank-siowing, much-
P A
branched ;resses bearing kernels very similar to the zraius ovf cur pressant
day corn, in heavy tesscls, have been found. These plants, Teosinte ard
Gamma gzrass, frow wild. In general appearance they clessly resemdle corn.
A plant of groatsr likeness, however, is sccured if these iwo plants are
crossed. Gemaa ;rass is distributed over the southern haltf of the | 'n
States end kexicoe It grows to a neight of five to ten fee!
sleader and the leaf averajes abcut two inches 1in width. tie plany bear
a tassel-like structure at the top and on lateral branches,erl sce
borne un the lower part of each tassel and the poilen on tac upner part.
& s i

Teosinte is very much like Gamma grass in ap=carznce sut cdoes not nature
nerth of AMexicoc. The plant is much larger than Gamma srass, and the ter-
minal tassel beare pollen only. The boginning of an sar is noticed in the

Mo of a huskYabomuty tel centrzl sitailik.

™
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vsoperative Exteusion Jork in' Agriculture and lome HEconomics,
Dlrector. Dl tributed in furtherance of acts of Congress of
May 8 and June 30, 1914.



-

C. The native home of the corn plant:
¥

The origiral home of the corn plant is not definitely kiown, but it is
thought by scientists that it prebably was in some part of Mexico. 411
evidence points to the fact that it was unknown in Europe uniil after
the discovery of America. Its culfture at an early period in this coun-
try is shown by the accourts of early explcerers. Columbus, in writing
to Kind Ferdinand and Gueen Isabella in 1498 mentions corn fislds in
smerica 18 miles in length, Cartier in the account of his explorations,
states that ihe village of lMontres® was situested in the midst of larye
corn fields. De Seta fourd larce fields in ¥lorida in 1675 and five
yvears later La Szlle roted lerge supplies in what 13 now the state o
Iliinois.

a
i

o

It is generally accepted that corn originated In .merica and froa america
spread to every countrey of the world where it cen be grown.

D. The development of the corn plant:

If we could picture the field of the first Indian corn as zrown on the
sod by the Indians and then compare tnet picture with a modera corn cliub
boy in a prize atre of a high yielain: corn, we can ~ef some 1de& of the
mcst marvelous development of their asgricultural industry. Hundreds of
men cduring the past reneretions hawve riven a large pait of their lives
to the development of the corn plant, Wz, of the preseat day, may read
the benefits of their years of lavor if we will out fit ourszlvsas into
the scheme of 1this industry. If we can gat something of the hictory
of corn development and than profit by the experience of cthers, e
will be years and years ahead of our forefathers as regards corn develop
ment., . .. Weir should give our fecrefatners full benel;t for the de-
velopment of the presert day varieiles as they cozntinued to rnise coin
and gradually improve it.

Later in this course we will take up the subjsct of corn breeding and
also the history in detail of veriety improve.anent.

Summzry:

Ve have studied somecnin~ of the corn plant of prenistoric tiues., Je
note that "cern" oririnally was the term used for any cereal, At Lroscal
in america corn refers to a cereal botenically and accuretely knovn c¢f
Zga Mays, or commsun Indien corn.

Corn has developed from wild plants very uanlike the corn (}ar*s of todav.
These criginal plants are known as Teosinte and Gamma grass and grow wild

=
in Mexico. lo wild corn plants have ever been found.

The native home of corn is thought to be Mexico. It has spread to every
country of the world cepable of growing this cro;.

The development of the corn .lant has brought about sresent day varieties
bty the continual sclection, for years, by men givins their undivided
attention ofto the improvement of corn.

References: "Corn Culture", George Livinsston, Extension Service,Uni-
versitv of Chio, Cnlumbus, "The Corn Crops", BE. G. Montgomery.
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