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Extension Circulicr No. 99. Decemmoer 1922,

HISTORY OF ThE POTATO
_b :Yf 2
Gecorge H, Valentine,
Assistant Lgroncny Specialast
Dxtension Service.
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Ae. Fhe Netiwve Howme- of  the. Feotatos

Me wnite potebo is a notiwe of the high moumtoin
veidlenrs lofN Cliile., Pexrw, Mezsies aad seutliern Celviydes
e aecompanying nny shows the approxims.tc liccaticn
it Ehcisie hipth Blacas.

Cooperative Sxtension Vorik in Agriculture and Heme HEconomics,
V. I, Tumlien, Director. Distributed in furtierance of Lcts

of Congress of iy 8 and June 30, 1914.



The s0il in these velleys is in eeo L3¢ i e,
fertile leomm, wcll dreined, e2eily worked anmd weil
nepatasd .

The elimete of these sectioms is very favoreble to the
prowth of poteitecs. The dags ia these sectiofid ore

long wvith plenty of het sunshine ciad cooel nighis. In
sugh o elimete the petaio o EsEariaebly frece from dieease
beeausc the sun is the best fungicided o=nd the cool
nights cheek the growth of discoscs. The sunmer rain-
fall is Yight eompercd with the total Foinisll for the
yeor =nd bthe petaitocs #@bure in o eomperoiiwely Ary -soil.
The growing sedson s from 100 &6 13168 daypsy the vines
being killied by frost until lzte spring.

Although thesc regions mentioncd arc the ideal conditions
of socil and climte for potatoes, they orc grovn successe—
fully in almest all parts of the Gempers$e zone .

From Peru, Chilec, ond Mexico where thc corly cxplorers
found the notives cultivating the potatc as carly cos
1500 4. D., it was earriad te southern Durope. I
graduclly spreegd %o the nortlh of Burepe. It Wos carwicd
to England from Bureopc and by rcturaning cxplorers from
Imerica. At about the same tine it was token to the
garly scttlemonts in what is now Florido and the Carolings.
As scttlomients were meode forther north the pototo wes
takcn 2long, chicfly to Virginio ond Moryland. At the
present time the podate is roised in mcawly cwery stote
in thec Union,

B. %Thc Polels Pesnilvy of Plonts.

The poteto plont bBelomgs te o large plemt family. The
nane of this fenily dsg the solaonws, or wight shade family
eonicining seomc 2600 diffcecnt kinds of plonde, endy six
of which produee tubesrs like the petéto. The fomily

is compused of powerful narcoticsi such cs tebacco,
belladonn, frowm whieh ithe fanily gebs its nome, “solanum”,
meaning soothing or guicting; ond of cdible plantsi such
a8 Shc tomete opd cgg virnt. Some of #hese plenés are
inmportant os medicinc or drugs, sonc cnly o5 wceds.

Cv.. "Hies Eanitsk ofi- o, RPotabo Blant.

The potetc is a percnnicliyy plant, that is, lives severc
yeors unless domeged by frost, floed cor other agents
springing up cach year from its underground stems, the
tukb®rs. The plagt gfoms from ¥ to I feet high, the ghoms
arc weall and watery, smooth and usually solid and some-
what angular. When very toll the plonts usually fali,
spreading over thce ground.

(#f -« See Glossary for definition)
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The lcoves orc doark grecn in color oad divided intgc

1 m. . o o . Sk 1
sSeworedt 1obcsiy. The flewers cre one-hcdf to one inch
aBese werwins in color’ Tecw whibe b ptrplc. The
flowers sometincs produce fruitced ggel pads similior
Bey dlisag of the ground cherwys. , ik B0 wild sThte the
potato usuclly producces secd; but the cultivoated forms
seldom do. Iony ¥arictics ncver produce sced becousc
)
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(Ppgiw=d #0608 and tuber systeam of poteto
showing {B) tuber beoring stens cand (D)
the roots.)

of thcir disagrecoble teste ore scldom coten by ocny
anirrls cxccept cattlce.

The tuber is an cnlorged underground ste:m and not an
cnlerged root 2s rnany people think. Thaesc under ground
stcias arc bronches of the moin stem which varies in

lergth 2ce eonding te the, deptly of  phapting. . Rootis mEy

ghart drum ellis mein steom al omy peint, ehicfly at Lhe
placc witerce the lateral tuber bronches start. o roots

orc produeed on. the Buber beepches., The tudeyrs are farmed
by she crlazging of Thc cwds of Tilesc Pronchees. The

cycs of the tTubecr are the buds from whieh new plants

sy y ord. Poots tc suppori this plant grow fiom e Wfsc

of thc new shocts, not from thce tubcer i1tsclf. By e¢xomining
the pobato it will bt Seem Thae® the cyes or buds afec cFTomg-
o im spirals like fThe lcawes on the stem above growid.

If the tuber could be strectched out ond the cyes mode to
grow it would appear much the samc as the stoem abeve ground.

# == Sec Glossary for definition)



2. D - o e 1 . - o ) . Py ~a
\Diegram showing spiral location of €
on the potats tuber.)
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Thias shows thot the dubef is notia root sinee i+ nedilse
lookte nor functioms like onc. Dach bué or eye will \yre
auce one or more plants so even o single tuber mey OF
duce o very lerge yield.

Surmmary:

o]

The metate 4.5 & native of Chile, .Berw, Meszico end
Colonado.

The potato belongs io the femily solanam.

The perts of the potato pleont include the sten, leaves,
flowers, tubers, tubc ancies, ond roots.
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Tdiblic Plant:
fng plant Fit to be ecleld 28 foed.
Fungicide:
=ny substaince thiet destroys fungi
. (Botany) finy frounded |divvisdon or projéstldan of dan
orgen especialliy of a leaf.
Narcotic:
i druz wWaich in imoderate doses relicves,pain, ond
produees Hrofvund sleed, LG Eiich in poisorous Co3es
preduces stupor,ggme Or cCOMPLIBIONSs
Perenpiz] :
(Botomy) Continual more thon twe years.
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