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James L. Johnson Papers 

COLLECTION SUMMARY 
IDENTIFIER 
UA 53.74 

TITLE 
James L. Johnson Papers 

DATES 
1960-2020 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION 
8.0 linear feet [8 record boxes] 

NAME OF CREATOR(S) 
Johnson, James L. 

LANGUAGE 
English 

REPOSITORY 
South Dakota State University Archives and Special Collections 
Hilton M. Briggs Library (SBL) Room 241, Box 2115 
1300 North Campus Drive, Brookings, SD 57007 
Phone: 605-688-5094 
Email: arcrefs@sdstate.edu 

ACCESS NOTE 
Open. This material does not circulate and may be used in-house only. 
PREFERRED CITATION 
Name of item, Collection identifier, box #, folder #, Collection Title, South Dakota State University 
Archives and Special Collections, Hilton M. Briggs Library, Brookings, South Dakota. 

ABSTRACT 
Dr. James L. Johnson was a professor in the Department of Communication Studies and Theatre and 
directed more than 100 performances of State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre. The 
collection consists of files related to teaching and the SDSU Theatre Program. 

BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 
A native of O'Neill, Nebraska, Dr. James L. Johnson has a long association with higher education in 
South Dakota. He logged 38 years of dedicated services, 28 of those at South Dakota State University, 
where he has been a member of the Department of Communication Studies and Theatre in the 
College of Arts and Science since 1973. 

Dr. Johnson directed more than 100 performances. His work with Prairie Repertory Theatre and State 
University Theatre provided real world experience. 



He has received many awards and recognitions, including: Outstanding Teaching Award at Kansas 
University; Outstanding Educator Award at Dakota State University; Outstanding Graduate Teacher at 
South Dakota State University; and the Governor's award in the Arts 2001 for Distinction in Creative 
Achievement by South Dakotans for the Arts and the South Dakota Arts Council. 

CONTENTS NOTE 
Collection consists of files relating to the SDSU Theatre program, productions by State University 
Theatre and Prairie Reparatory Theatre, slides and photographs, programs, course material, news 
clippings, and posters. 

SUBJECT HEADINGS 
• Johnson, James L. 
• College theatre – South Dakota – Brookings 
• Theatre – Production and design 
• Theatre – Study and teaching (Higher) 

ACCESS 
CONDITIONS GOVERNING ACCESS 
This collection is open to researchers without restrictions. The materials in the Archives do not 
circulate and may be used in-house only. 

Researchers conducting extensive research are asked to make an advance appointment to access 
archival material. Please call or e-mail prior to visiting the collection and indicate as much detail as 
possible about a particular topic and intended use. 

PHYSICAL ACCESS 
South Dakota State University supports access to the materials, published and unpublished, in its 
collections. Nonetheless, access to some items may be restricted as a result of their fragile condition 
or by contractual agreements with donors. 

RIGHTS 
COPYRIGHT NOTICE 
Researchers may quote from the collection under the fair use provision of the copyright law (Title 17, 
U.S. Code). Requests to publish should be arranged with the SDSU Archives and Special Collections. 

CONTAINER LIST 
Box Folder Description Date(s) 

1 1 Beckett, Samuel 1989 
I I I 



Box Folder Description Date(s) 

1 2 Costume Design - Robbins, Carrie 1970-1996 

1 3 Course material: Acting 1970s-2000s 
circa 

1 4 Course material: Acting - Kabuki Theatre 1970s-2000s 
circa 

1 5 Course material: Acting - Pantomime 1970s-2000s 
circa 

1 6 Course material: Children's Theatre 2001 

1 7 Course material: Children's Theatre - A Christmas Carol 1999 

1 8 Course material: Children's Theatre - Cinderella 1997 

1 9 Course material: Children's Theatre - The Diary of Anne Frank 1995 

1 10 Course material: Children's Theatre - Peter Pan 1977 

1 11 Course material: Children's Theatre - Sleeping Beauty 1983 

1 12 Course material: Courses taught timeline 1973-2003 2003 

1 13 Course material: Directing 1970s-2000s 
circa 

1 14 Course material: Directing - Principles of Composition 1970s-2000s 
circa 

1 15 Course material: Directing - Prompt book undated 

1 16 Course material: Directing - Rehearsals, Thrust Staging 2002 

1 17 Course material: Directing - Scenes, critiques undated 

1 18 Course material: Directing - Scripts undated 

1 19 Course material: Directing - Theatre of the Absurd undated 

1 20 Course material: Directing - Voice exercises undated 

1 21 Course material: History of Theatre - The Essence of Tragedy 1970s-2000s 
circa 



Box Folder Description Date(s) 

1 22 Course material: History of Theatre - Final exam 1970s-2000s 
circa 

1 23 Course material: History of Theatre - Greek Theatre, maps undated 

1 24 Course material: History of Theatre - Greek Theatre slides 1988 

1 25 Course material: History of Theatre - Hellenism vs. Hebraism undated 

1 26 Course material: History of Theatre - Medieval - Commedia del'Arte undated 

1 27 Course material: History of Theatre - Medieval drama undated 

1 28 Course material: History of Theatre - Medieval Kabuki 1970s-2000s 
circa 

1 29 Course material: History of Theatre - Medieval Moliere undated 

1 30 Course material: History of Theatre - Modern tragedy - Desire Under the 
Elms 1960 

1 31 Course material: History of Theatre - Modern tragedy - Edward Albee 1994 

1 32 Course material: History of Theatre - Neo-Classical Ideal undated 

1 33 Course material: History of Theatre - Notes 1970s-2000s 
circa 

1 34 Course material: History of Theatre - Pericles' Funeral Speech undated 

1 35 Course material: History of Theatre - Realism undated 

1 36 Course material: History of Theatre - Realism - American Theatre 1752-
1875 undated 

1 37 Course material: History of Theatre - Realism - Comedy undated 

1 38 Course material: History of Theatre - Realism - Eugene O'Neill undated 

1 39 Course material: History of Theatre - Realism - Definition of Modern 
Tragedy undated 

1 40 Course material: History of Theatre - Realism - Henrik Ibsen undated 

1 41 Course material: History of Theatre - Realism - Tragedy and the Modern 
Man - Arthur Miller 1991 



Box Folder Description Date(s) 

1 42 Course material: History of Theatre - Roman Theatre undated 

1 43 Course material: History of Theatre - Romans - Cicero/Quintilian undated 

1 44 Course material: History of Theatre - Romans - Dialogues of Plato undated 

1 45 Course material: History of Theatre - Romans - Poetics undated 

1 46 Course material: History of Theatre - Slides 2005 circa 

1 47 Course material: History of Theatre - Syllabus 1998 

1 48 Course material: History of Theatre - Swan-Black Friar's Theatre undated 

1 49 Course material: Rhetorical theory 1976 

1 50 Course material: Rhetorical theory - Burke, Kenneth - Analysis 1976 

1 51 Course material: Rhetorical theory - Historical and Critical Research 1976 

1 52 Course material: Rhetorical theory - Major addresses 1976 

1 53 Course material: Rhetorical theory - Reserved articles at library 1976 

1 54 Course material: Rhetorical theory - Rhetorical Tradition 1976 

1 55 Course material: Rhetorical theory - The Self Articles 1976 

1 56 Course material: Rhetorical theory - Weaver, Richard M. 1976 

1 57 Course material: Theatre Arts Management 2001 

1 58 Course material: Theatre Arts Management 2001 

2 1 Course material: Topics in European Culture - Existentialism and the 
Absurd Hero 1991 

2 2 Course material: Topics in European Culture - Existentialism and the 
Absurd Hero 2004 

2 3 Course material: Topics in European Culture - Existentialism and the 
Absurd Hero - Handouts undated 



Box Folder Description Date(s) 

2 4 Course material: Topics in European Culture - Existentialism and the 
Absurd Hero - The Lost Self in Modern Literature 

1990s-2000s 
circa 

2 5 Course material: Topics in European Culture - Existentialism and the 
Absurd Hero - Sartre, Jean-Paul 

1990s-2000s 
circa 

2 6 Course material: Tudor Period, Shakespeare, and the History Plays 2002 

2 7 Course material: Tudor Period, Shakespeare, and the History Plays 2002 

2 8 Directing: Prompt Book - Ah, Wilderness! 1976 

2 9 Directing: Prompt Book - Amadeus 1993 

2 10 Directing: Prompt Book - Androcles and the Lion 1989 

2 11 Directing: Prompt Book - A Bedfull of Foreigners 1985 

2 12 Directing: Prompt Book - Beyond the Horizon 1976 

2 13 Directing: Prompt Book - The Boys Next Door 2002 

2 14 Directing: Prompt Book - Butterflies Are Free 1974 

2 15 Directing: Prompt Book - Camelot 1989 

2 16 Directing: Prompt Book - A Christmas Carol 1982 

2 17 Directing: Prompt Book - The Comedy of Errors 1980 

3 1 Directing: Prompt Book - The Crucible 1998 

3 2 Directing: Prompt Book - Desire Under the Elms 1981 

3 3 Directing: Prompt Book - The Diary of Anne Frank 1978 

3 4 Directing: Prompt Book - Driving Miss Daisy 1997 

3 5 Directing: Prompt Book - Equus 2002 

3 6 Directing: Prompt Book - The Fantasticks 1974 



Box Folder Description Date(s) 

3 7 Directing: Prompt Book - Fiddler on the Roof 1987 

3 8 Directing: Prompt Book - The Foreigner 1995 

3 9 Directing: Prompt Book - The Glass Menagerie 1982 

3 10 Directing: Prompt Book - Guys and Dolls 1975 

3 11 Directing: Prompt Book - The King and I 1980 

3 12 Directing: Prompt Book - The Laramie Project 2003 

3 13 Directing: Prompt Book - The Last Night of Ballyhoo 2000 

3 14 Directing: Prompt Book - Lend Me a Tenor 1993 

3 15 Directing: Prompt Book - The Lion in Winter 1977 

4 1 Directing: Prompt Book - Lost in Yonkers 2000 

4 2 Directing: Prompt Book - Love By the Bolt 1997 

4 3 Directing: Prompt Book - Marvin's Room 1994 

4 4 Directing: Prompt Book - Mass Appeal 1992 

4 5 Directing: Prompt Book - The Matchmaker 1994 

4 6 Directing: Prompt Book - A Midsummer Night's Dream 1978 

4 7 Directing: Prompt Book - Miracle Worker 1977 

4 8 Directing: Prompt Book - Music Man 1984 

4 9 Directing: Prompt Book - My Fair Lady 1999 

4 10 Directing: Prompt Book - Not Now, Darling 1996 

4 11 Directing: Prompt Book - Oliver! 2000 



Box Folder Description Date(s) 

4 12 Directing: Prompt Book - On Golden Pond 1984 

4 13 Directing: Prompt Book - One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest 1995 

4 14 Directing: Prompt Book - Pajama Game 1998 

4 15 Directing: Prompt Book - Picnic 2002 

5 1 Directing: Prompt Book - Prelude to a Kiss 1991 

5 2 Directing: Prompt Book - Peter Pan 1977 

5 3 Directing: Prompt Book - Peter Pan 1997 

5 4 Directing: Prompt Book - The Rainmaker 1975 

5 5 Directing: Prompt Book - Rumpelstiltskin 1991 

5 6 Directing: Prompt Book - Rumors 1992 

5 7 Directing: Prompt Book - Sly Fox 1981 

5 8 Directing: Prompt Book - Six Degrees of Separation 1998 

5 9 Directing: Prompt Book - Social Security 2006 

5 10 Directing: Prompt Book - The Speed of Darkness 1995 

5 11 Directing: Prompt Book - Steel Magnolias 1997 

5 12 Directing: Prompt Book - The Sunshine Boys 1974 

5 13 Directing: Prompt Book - Toys in the Attic 1974 

5 14 Directing: Prompt Book - Wizard of Oz 1985 

5 15 Directing: Prompt Book - Wizard of Oz 1990 

6 1 Directing: Prompt Book - You're a Good Man, Charlie Brown 1977 



Box Folder Description Date(s) 

6 2 Education: Film Arts Course Paper - Eisenstein's Theory of Montage 1960s circa 

6 3 Emick, Jarrod 1992, 2002 

6 4 Miss South Dakota Pageant [Miss SDSU] 2007-2018 

6 5 Much Ado About Nothing 2000 

6 6 Owen Mayo Scholarship 2004 

6 7 Prairie Repertory Theatre 1978-2009 

6 8 Prairie Repertory Theatre 1978-2019 

6 9 Prairie Repertory Theatre 1981, 2014-
2020 

6 10 Prairie Repertory Theatre 1997-1998 

6 11 Prairie Repertory Theatre 1987, 1997, 
2000-2003 

6 12 Prairie Repertory Theatre 1991-2018 

6 13 Prairie Repertory Theatre 1992-2019 

6 14 Prairie Repertory Theatre 1999 

6 15 Prairie Repertory Theatre 2000 

6 16 Prairie Repertory Theatre [1 of 2] 2000-2003 

6 17 Prairie Repertory Theatre [2 of 2] 2000-2003 

6 18 Prairie Repertory Theatre  2000-2001 

6 19 Prairie Repertory Theatre  2001 

6 20 Prairie Repertory Theatre  2001-2002 

6 21 Prairie Repertory Theatre  2002 



Box Folder Description Date(s) 

6 22 Prairie Repertory Theatre  2002 

6 23 Prairie Repertory Theatre  2002-2008 

6 24 Prairie Repertory Theatre  2003-2016 

6 25 Prairie Repertory Theatre  2010 

6 26 Prairie Repertory Theatre  2010-2019 

6 27 Prairie Village undated 

6 28 Remnant Trust Gala 2005 

6 29 Resume, evaluations 1978-2001 

6 30 Retirement 2002-2003 

6 31 Retirement 2003 

6 32 Retirement 2003 

6 33 Retirement Celebration 2003 

7 1 Rhetorical Theory papers by Dr. Johnson 1971-1972 

7 2 Rotary: Introductory Remarks for guests 2002-2003 

7 3 Rotary: Reading Certificate 2003 

7 4 South Dakota Arts Council Appointment 2015 

7 5 South Dakota Arts Council Nomination for Governor's Award in the Arts 2004-2005 

7 6 South Dakota State University Hobo Day - Float designed by Ray Peterson 
for the Students' Association 1988 

7 7 South Dakota State University Hobo Day - Float designed by Ray Peterson 
for the Students' Association 1989-1990 

7 8 South Dakota State University Performing Arts Center History 2010s circa 



Box Folder Description Date(s) 

7 9 South Dakota State University Performing Arts Center Opening 2002-2003, 
2019 

7 10 South Dakota State University Student Senate 1987-2014 

7 11 Speeches: Carol Peterson retirement 2009 

7 12 Speeches: Dennis Shepard speech 2000 

7 13 Speeches: Dedication of Performing Arts Center 2003 

7 14 Speeches: Nancy Wheeler retirement 2009 

7 15 Speeches: Prairie Repertory Theatre 40th Anniversary 2010 

7 16 Speeches: Ray Peterson retirement 2011 

7 17 Speeches: South Dakota State University 2003-2018, 
undated 

7 18 Speeches: Student Senate 2018 

7 19 State University Theatre 1973-1974 

7 20 State University Theatre 1974 

7 21 State University Theatre 1974, 2000-
2001 

7 22 State University Theatre 1975, 1997-
1998 

7 23 State University Theatre 1992 

7 24 State University Theatre 1994-1995 

7 25 State University Theatre 1997-1998 

7 26 State University Theatre 1998-1999 

7 27 State University Theatre 1999-2000 

7 28 State University Theatre 1999-2002 



Box Folder Description Date(s) 

7 29 State University Theatre 2000-2001 

7 30 State University Theatre 2001-2002 

7 31 State University Theatre 2003-2005 

7 32 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1974-1975 

7 33 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1974-1975 

7 34 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1976-1977 

7 35 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1977-1978 

7 36 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1977-1978 

7 37 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1978-1979 

7 38 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1979-1980 

7 39 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1980 

8 1 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1981 

8 2 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1982-1983 

8 3 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1984 

8 4 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1985 

8 5 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1986 

8 6 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1987 

8 7 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1988 

8 8 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1989 

8 9 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1990 



Box Folder Description Date(s) 

8 10 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1991-2003 

8 11 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1991 

8 12 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1992-1993 

8 13 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 1996-1997 

8 14 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 2002-2003 

8 15 State University Theatre and Prairie Repertory Theatre 2002-2019 

8 16 Theatre Festival 1976-2003 

8 17 To Know is to live Forever undated 

8 18 Citation: Distinguished Professor of Communication Studies and Theatre  2001 
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