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Four of our nice Gals. Left to right: Mrs. Harry Kennard, Brookings; Mrs. Geo.

M. Jorgensen, Dell Rapids; Mrs. Leo Montzith, and Mrs. Herman Olson, Brookings.
They are looking over part of a large display of calico flowers, driftwood, ivy, baby tears
and winter terrariums which was a feature of the Good Earth Garden Club’s Birthday
Tea, held February 22nd, in the city hall.

—Cut furnished by the Brookings Register.
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THE BLACK-THROATED

BLUE WARBLER
By

0. A. Stevens

I am somewhat
surprised to find
in | ooking
through my re-
cords that I have
reported banding
six of these birds,
one each year
over a period of
20 years. Usually
they appeared in
the fall when a
dozen different
species look much
alike. Usually I carried the bird the
three-fourths mile home, compared it
with deseriptions and illustrations,
consulted and debated and finally re-
leased it still wondering if I were
right.

The fully plumaged male is dis-
tinctive enough and aptly described
by the name. The entire back, from
the base of the bil] is a grayish blue.
A large patch of black spreads over
the throat and cheeks, running down
the sides under the edge of the wing.
Otherwise the undderparts are white.
The female and young, alas, have the
greenish, yellowish back and yellow-
ish underparts common to so many
female, young and fall-plumaged male
warblers. The book says that a white
spot in the middle of the edge of the
wing and absence of wingbars are
the best characters.

The first scientific description is
based upon that of the French nat-
uralist Buffon, who called it “the blu-
ish warbler of San Domingo.” There
is a still earlier reference by Edwards
in 1758 to @ bird found at sea near
Haiti. Alexander Wilson knew it only
slightly. It was one of the rare spec-
ies which he found during migration.
He could not find it in the south in
winter and correctly guessed that it
must nest in Canada. He suspected it
might remain a mystery and in this
he was not too far wrong.

Dr. Roberts reported it as one of
=~ marest of Minnesota warblers.
Thore were a few nesting records
frem the evergreen forests in the
northern part of the State but often
a year would pass without anyone
catching sight of a single bird. The
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~acts are said to be usually in small
bushes, large and loosely construct-
ed. The eggs are creamy or bluish,
evenly spotted or wreathed around
the larger end, about five-eighths of
2n inch long,

John Burroughs wrote that the
song of this warbler had a plaintive
cadence and was “one of the most
languid, unhurried songs in all the
woods., T feel like reclining on the
dead leaves at once”. Dr. Roberts
thought it sereechy and unmusical.
Others said, difficult to describe but
perfectly distinctive” and “the hoars~,
drawling character of the last notes
will always serve to identify the
song”.

We have learned quite a bit about
the bird since Wilson’s time, but Mr.
Bent’s volume on warblers is still
in press so I have not the latest com-
pilation at hand. A few have been re-
ported at Key West. Florida in win-
ter and from there through the West
Tndies which seems their main win-
ter home.

POPULTIS TRISTIS.
A Promising New Tree at Dropmore
By
Frank L. Skinner, M. B. E.

Tt is rather interesting to note
that trees and shrubs which may be
of little value under some clumatic
conditions may be extremely valuahle
mnder others. At the Roval Botanie
Gardens at Kew in England the Si-
berian Larch is of little value while
here in Manitoba it promises to be
one of our most valuable trees being
ocuite at home on rich soils and at
the same time much more resistant
to drought than most of our native
+vanne

This fact led me to try another
tree. Povulus tristis. that has not
deone well at Kew. Here is what Bean
says of it in his “Trees and Shrubs
Hardy in the British Isles”: “Pop-
nMoe  tristis (Fischer) is a balsam
noplar allied to the shove with sim-
ilar downyv shoots and Jeaf stalk.
Rrandis, alluding to it as P. balsami-
fera, says it occurs in arid vallevs of
the inner north-western Himalayas.
Probably our climate is too moist
and dull for it. Although introduced
in 1896 from Spaeth’s Nursery at

(Continued on Page 73)
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NEWSLANTS
By
Harry A. Graves

There continues
to be a rash of
articles in mag-
azines of nation-
al circulation mar-
veling at the mag-
ic produced by
the green fingers
of Albert Frank-‘
lin Yeager.

One of these
appeared in the
April  issue of
NATURE mag-
azine. This was an excellent article
on Dr. Yeager and his work with
vegetable crops especially at New
Hampshire. The accompanying pic-
tures are very good. Time has dealt
kindly with the man from Kansas and
it looks very natural to see him jug-
gling a handful of tomatoes, and
casting a critical eye over two halves
of a Midget watermeion. Elwyn
Meader, who began working with
Yeager at N. D. A. C. 13 years ago
and who is now associated with him
at the University of New Hamp-
shire, is also featured in this article.
Meader, as some of our readers will
recall, spent a year as a horticultur-
ist with the army in Korea. Meader
who was a native of New Hampshire
and having been exposed to Yeager's
techniques of imvroving things at
home by crossing them with plants
from far away lands kent a steady
supply of plant material funneling
back to New Hampshire. The results
of some of these things are rather
startling. |

H. A. Graves

Another article of a similar nature
anpeared in the March issue of NEW
ENGLAND HOMESTEAD, a farm
parer published at Springfield, Mass.
This latter magazine, of course, has
its circulation confined to the New
England area, no doubt.

Letters continue to come in la-
menting the passine of W. E. .
Porter. The latest comas from Mrs.
Lyle Weber of Glerburn, a member
of the North Dakota Society who
says his writings were more like
cenversation than the usual printed
page. This is perhaps as good a de-
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finition of Porter’s style as has been
turned up so far.

[Poring through some old notes by
Dr. Yeager on the self-fruitfulness
of various fruits, I note that he point-
ed out at that time that prunus
tomatOsa is self fruitful. This is im-
portant and something to bear in
mind since many of our prunus spec-
ies are not. Several selections of
prunus tomatosa has been made and
good seedlings can be purchased from
several nursery companies. One of the
named selections of this variety is
the variety Drilea from the Morden
station and another variety Orient,
a selection made at the University of
Minnesota fruit breeding farm. To
people who have room for a small
number of small fruit bushes, the
prunus tomatosa should definitely be
considered. Tt is quite hardy and bears
good crops of bright, red fruits gen-
erally. There are variations in the
color and some of them are practic-

ally white. However, the type color
is a bright red. )
Bulletin No. 234, “Strawberry

Growing in Manitoba” by Associate
Professor E. T. Anderson of the U.
of Manitoba at Winnipeg is a new
leaflet that has come to our desk
recently. The circular was published
in March. This leaflet has 3 pages
of printed subiect matter on the cul-
ture of strawberries which, T think,
is applicable to us here in North
Dakota. Those of you who would like
to receive a copy, T am sure, will be
able to secure one by writing to Pro-
fessor Anderson at the 1. of Mani-
toba in Winnipeg. Tt will be a good
supplement to other bulletins on
strawberries from the Northern
Great Plains.

“New or Noteworthy Vegetable
Varieties,” by Dr. J. H. Schultz is
an eyeellent article appearing in the
March and April issue of the Bi-
monthly. The Bi-Monthly, as many
of our readers know is a periodical
publication of your North Dakota
Agricultural Experiment Station. In
this article Dr. Schultz reviews the
progress that has been made in veg-
etable breeding in the past 20 years
with special emphasis on the trials
here at the ND Agricultural Experi-
ent Station for the past 2 seasons.
The article is illustrated and should
be of interest to anyone who gardens,
Citizens of North Dakota who are

not already on the mailing list for
this Bi-Monthly bulletin should write
to the Information Department,
NDAC. Fargo, and ask to be placed
on the mailing list,

This has been another season that
gives us little basis for what to ex-
pect from plant materials. Every-
one, of course, had their perennials,
shrubs and trees exposed to the low
temperatures. However, not every-
one has to worry over whether or not
their perennials drowned. I think it
was on March 26, that it rained all
day in Fargo. The official precipitat-
ion wag something over an inch. The
snow water released which was hast-
ened by the rain was quite unmeasur-
able. At any rate, we have a great
deal more water in our back yard
than we have ever had in the 5 years
that we have lived at 1521 Tth Av-
enue South.

We raised our garden with 5 cubie
yerds of soil last year and planted
our new tulip bed on the highest spot
but it wasn’t enough. Now we wonder
how the tulips feel about it all. Our
previous experience with tulips that
have been too wet—too long is that
many of them will come but they are
a sorry looking lot. Let's hope the
frozen ground and the dormant con-
dition f the bulbs will save the day.

This transition from winter to sum-
mer (we hope) in the matter of a
weekend confuses some of us on more
fronts than just the horticultural
sector. T had just completed arrange-
ments for having my winter fish
house hauled off the lake when my
authority on trout fishing handed ma
a small package which turned out to
be an extra special leader for my
flv line. “Don’t forget May 29!” was
his only comment—but in a tone that
implied “Don’t forget”.

Plans are still brewing for a meet-
ing of the North Dakota Society in
Fargo in June. We have some specifie
dates in mind but can’t give anything
definite until we get confirmation
from a couple of prospective program
numbers. Don't anyone give us a bad
time for not having an annual meet-
ing the past three years. Just come
to this one and show us you think
they are necessary and worth while!
Our thinking now is that the dates
will probably be during Fargo’s Jub-
ille. Week, June 4-10. The whiskers
will be worth seeing—if nothing else.
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THE ARGEMONES
By
A. L. Truax

In 1929, when
on a visit to Wind
gl Cave National

Park in South

i Dakota, my atten-
{ tion was attract-
4 ed by the profus-
ion of beautiful
Argemones or
Prickly P op pies
which grew there.
I looked in my
Gray's “Manual
of Botany” and
found only two varieties of Arge-
mones given there, viz: A. platyceras
and A. mexicana, the latter with
vellow flowers. As the South Dakota
variety bore white flowers, I conclud-
ed that it must be Argemone platy-
ceras, and, judging from the stature
of the plant, T thought that it must
be a perennial, and so stated in one
of my articles for this magazine.
However, Mr. Simmons said he was
sure that I would find it to be an
annual, and, after some discussion,
Mr, Claude A. Barr, who is an author-
ity on the flora of that part of South
Dakota, settled the isue by identify-
ing the plant in question as Arge-
mone intermedia, and stated that it
was perennial in character. I then
became interested in the possibilities
of this particular Argemone as a
garden subject for the Northern
Plains, and in so doing I learned a
little about Argemones in general,
which I am giving here.

To begin with, the name is pro-
noungced Ar-je-mo”ne, with accent
on the third syllable, and does not
rhyme with Anemone, as I had sup-
posed. Without going into technical
botanical detail, the species Arge-
mone is generally described by bot-
anists at follows:

Annual or perennial herbs or rare-
ly shrubs, with prickly bristles and
vellow or white sap. Leaves alternate,
clasping, pinnatifid or lobed, the di-
visions tipped with spines and often
blotched with white. Flowers erect
in bud, perfect. Petals 4-6, showy,
vellow or white. Stamens numerous.
Sepals 2-3, hooded or horned, decldu-
cus.

Rydberg’s “Flora of the Pl‘airies
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and Plains of Central North Ameri-
ca”, which is the latest and best Bot-
any for the Great Plains region, lists
the following varieties of Argemone:

1. A. mexicana, with yellow flow-
ers; its habitat, hillsides, cultivated
ground, and waste places in the West
Indies, Florida, Texas, South Amer-
ica, Africa, East Indies, and Austral-
ia. Cultivated and escaped. Reported
ers; habitat, the plains of South Dak-
from Colorado, Towa, and Kansas.

2. A. intermedia, with white fiow-
cta, Missouri, Texas, Northern Mex-
ico, and Wyoming.

3. A. hispida, with white flowers;
habitat, the plains of New Mexico,
and Wyoming.

4. A. squarrosa, with white flow-
ers; habitat, the plainsg of New Mex-
ico, Colorado, and Kansas.

A. hispida, above, is listed in Conl-
ter & Nelson’ “New Manual of Rocky
Mountain Botany” as Enomegra his-
pida, since Mr. Nelson consider it
to have sufficient distinctive char-
acteristics to warrant its being class-
ed as a distinet species. Enomegra
is  Argemone svelled backwards. Tt
is classed by Nelson ag a nerennial.
Rydberg has restored it to its origin-
al nlace among the Argemones.

Gray’s “Lessons and Manual of
Rotany” lists also Areemone nplaty-
ceras. givine as its habitat Central
Kansas and Nebraska, south and
westward. Rydberg does not list this
variety.

Ryvdberg does not state which var-
ieties of Aroemone are anuals and
which perennials. A. mexicana and
A. platyceras are nrobably annuals,
though they mav act as biennials un-
der certain conditions. A. hisnida and
A. intermedia 2re na daubt nerennials,
but are somewhat short-lived and mav
act at times as biennials. T have no
data on A, sauarrosa in this respect.

In early May, 1945. T planted seeds

or Argemone intermedia in ordinary
earden soil and the plants blossomed
in Angust of that year. Tt was necess-
ary to move them fn another locat-
ion in the spring of 1946. where they
blossomed again in August and Sen-
tember of the same year. On this
date August 4, 1947, they are again
in bloom. This being their third con-
secutive year of bloom proves quite
conclusively that Argemone intier-
media is 3 perennial.

I find that Argemone intermedia
is a fine garden plant. It propagates
readily from seed and resists drouth
and heat. I use it for planting among
Oriental Poppies, where it fills in
the spaces caused by the dying fol-
iage of the latter with its glaucous
leaves and great white, silken cor-
ollas with rings of golden stamens
clustered around a rich purple stigma.
Although Southern South Dakota
appears to be the northern limit of its
natural habitat, my experience shows
that it is hardy far north, as Croshy
is practically on the 49th parallel
of latitude, in the extreme north-
western part of North Dakota. Seeds
purchased of any northern seed house
are quite sure to be those of Arge-
mone intermedia, exen thouh they
are labeled only “Argemone or
Prickly Poppy”.

Plants? Or Plantings?
A person who has an interest in gard-

ening usually is a born colleetor. [n

fact, his decision to try his hand at
decorating the yard often hecomes z
necessity for this reason. After collect-
ing plants for a short time he is con-
fronted with the problem of spreading
them out in order to accommodato

them,

At this point if he can grasp the iden
of looking at his material, not as in-
dividual specimens but as plantings, his
chances of improving the landseape ap-
pearance of the grounds will he much
greater. One plant or bush, standing
alone has little opportunity to do any
work. A group of plants locomes a
“planting,” and plantings, as explained
earlier, have numerous functions. A
good landscape scheme is merely a
series of plantings so placed that they
sereen, background, and blend the home
grounds info a useful and heautifnl
home.

Hybridizing is planned among the
several species of chokecherries, The
fruits are useful for jam and vinegar.
The trees appear to offer opportunity
to breed choice ornamentals, Alrezdy
there is the Schubert
with thick deep red purple leaves, in-
troduced by Oscar H. Will Nursery,
Bismarck, North Dakota. Purple fol-
iage and yellow fruit on a colorfully
barked Amur chockecherry would be
an aristocrat among hardy shade
trees.

South Dakota ¢ HORTICULTURE
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MANITOBA NEWS LETTER
By

W. R. Leslie

VEGETABLE
GARDENING
is an activity of
most.  hougeholds.
The United States
Department of
Agriculture pub-
lish excellent
helps on the cul-
ture of garden
crops. Miscellan-
eous publication
No. 538 bears the
title “Growing
Vegetaples in Town and Country”.
The following don’ts are listed:
DON'T try to grow vegetables on

a lot that is—

Too poor to make good growth

of weeds or grass.

Made up mostly of rubble or un-

weathered subsoil “fill”.

Contaminated with coal, chemi,

cal, or oil-products wastes.

So wet that it grows weeds com-

mon to marshy or poorly drain-

ed spots.

Likely to be flooded often by

stream overfiow.

Located so that it receives much

storm drainage or surface water

from above.

W. R. Leslie

- Shaded by large trees more than

a few hours a day.

DON’T spade, plow, or cultivate
soil that is too wet.

DON’T apply too much lime.

DON’'T run the rows up and down
a slope.

DON’T plant seeds, roots, or tub-
ers too deeply.

DON'T sow seeds too thickly, and
DON'T FAIL to thin out plants to
the proper distance.

DON'T guess at the amounts of
fertilizer or strong manure to apply
per unit area of land.

DON'T let fertilizer or manure
come in costact with seeds or plants.

DON'T cultivate deeply enough to
injure the shallow roots of the veget-
= ables.

DON’T let the weeds get big be-
fore you try to destroy them.

. DON'T apply water in numerous
light sprinklings, but water thorough-
ly about once a week if rainfall is
deficient,
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DON’T FORGET to obtain the nec-
essary dusting or spraying equipment
and materials early in the spring—
before you need them.

DON’T let the vegetables go to
waste.

DON’T leave any land idle during
the growing season.

DON’T leave the soil in such con-
dition that it will wash or blow away
during the winter.

Although the bulletin is five years
old, the principles recounted are time-
ly reminders today. Experience at
the Morden Experimental Station
gives weight to the local importance
cf good soil, timing of operations,
combating pests, shallow cultivation,
restraining weeds. welfare of the
s0il and considerate care of produce
until it reaches the table prepared for
consumption.

APRICOT IMPROVEMENT:

The Apricot is the tree fruit which
recently has added interesting var-
iety to plantations of Southern Man-
itoba. The hardy foundation is the
Siberian apricot from the northern
reaches of the Orient. The dwarfish
tree is very hardy. The fruit is small
and bony. The value of the species
is first its charm as an ornamental
which displays pink bloom a few days
before the earliest plum, and second-
ly, as a source of stock upon which
to work edible varieties. Yet another
use may be in breeding greatest
Liardiness into apricots. The difficulty
is to eliminate woodiness in fruit
flesh of the progeny.

The Manchurian apricot is lager
in tree, paler in flower color, some-
what edible in fruit, and almost as
hardy as the Siberian. It enters into
the breeding program, being used in
combination with the large-fruited
quality dessert varieties. The Secout
a.ose as a seedling from seed donated
by an eperimenter in Manchuria. It
probably carries about fifty percent
Manchurian blood.

The breeding effort at Marden has
involved Scout as the mother parent
in most cases. A number of commere-
ial varieties have been used as poll-
en parents. Most effective has been
the McClure, Some valuab'e new hy-
brids have already been selected. For-
tunately a few have the virtue of
blooming several days later than
Scout. One of the hazards in oToOW-
ing apricots is that their very early

blooming habit exposes them to dam-
age from spring frosts.

Success has been substantial in
apricot culture in Southern Manitoba.
In contrast, territories subject to con-
siderable thawing weather during
winter may fail frequently owing to
the buds being stimulated into act-
ivity before heavy frosts are over.
At Morden, seldom is there a fail-
ure in the apricot crop. However, su h
esteemed commercial varieties as
Moorpark, Tilton and Perfection are
too tender for this region. The lead-
ing varieties being grown with con-
fidence have pleasing culinary qual-
ity but only three of the present se-
lections are classed as good dessert
varieties. The fresh fruit tends to
lack juiciness in most cases.

A promising line of breeding is
that of using the pollen of dessert
plums on the apricot pistils. The re-
sulting hybrids are sometimes re-
ferred to as plumcots, Interesting
selections are being retested at
Brooks, Alberta, as well as in Mani-
toba.

RASPBERRY BREEDING for
prairie conditions has been limited in
extent. Varieties found on today’s
recommended fruit lists, suech as
Chief, Latham, Herbert, and Viking
have been grown for a long time.
Each has been accepted and widely
grown but in several respects falls
short of an ideal berry for the prair-
ies. Further improvement in such
characteristics as increased winter
survival, greater drought tolerance,
greater disease resistance, higher
vield and large size of fruit with
high quality, especially suitable for
freezing, would encourage wider use
of this fruit.

Development of varieties which will
survive prairie winters to a greater
degree than those now grown is of
first consideration in the Morden
Station raspberry breeding program.
Investigations revealed that wintey
survival in this plant is exceedingly
complex, The ability to resist winter
cold is due partly to a rest period
and to the inherent ability to de-
velop much hardiness under favorable
conditions. The rest period in the
Latham variety generally ends by
mid-December and then several days
of high temperatures will start it
into growth. Subsequent freezing

(Continued on Page 76)
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GARDEN CLUB GLEANINGS
By
Juanita Jorgensen

KFederation News

Have you be-
gun  your pro-
gram to Plant

South Dakota?
You are late now,
but not too late.
Carry on.

With the vre-
ceipt of year
books from South
Sioux, Highmore,
Sioux Falls, and
Flandreau, the en-
tries have mounted to fourteen. This
is better than last year, but not
enough, though we have heard ru-
mors of two others still in the mak-
ing. Better get busy if you want to
enter this year’s contest.

Convention dates are September
27, 28, 29. Are you making provis-
jon to send your quota of delegates?
The task of contacting speakers, and
correlating speaking dates and sched-
ules, and of trying to make each
number on the program of vital in-
terest to everyone attending the con-
vention, has begun. National officers,
President Mrs. Leonard Slosson,
Second Vice President, Mrs. Mattocks,
and Regional Director, Mrs. Parkin-
son, are possible honored guests, with
Mrs. Slosson tentatively accepting
the invitation. One number has been
definitely scheduled to coonerate with
National Council’s program of Nat-
ional Park study, that of the slides on
the Redwood Grove country, and one
concerning the roadside beautificat-
ion program. The program committee
has suggested a broad outline to in-
clude registration Wednesday morn-
ing, reception Wednesday night, and
banquet Thursday night.

We salute Mrs. D. S. Baughman,
Madison, South Dakota’s sole repre-
sentative to National Council’s ann-
ual convention, in Richmond, Va.
Alone, of our 800 members. Mrus.
Baughman sallied forth to drive half
way across the continent so that
Scuth Dakota’s interests and ideas
concerning national affairs will be
expresed. She says, “Just let any-
one try and stop me!”

The latest book is Green Laurels,
the lives and achievements of the

Page 70

Mrs. Jorgensen

great naturalists, written as only
Donald Culross Peattie can write.
Something out of the ordinary is
Flowers of Ten Centuries which des-
cribes an exhibition, from the Joha
Pierpont Morgan Library. The Trick
of Making Your Own Corsages, by
Sophie Naumberg, presents the case
for the corsage so graphically that
you can almost feel it being made
while you read about it. Trees and
the Bible is a brochure of Bibical
quotations concerning trees. It is ed-
ited by the Texas Forest Service
A & M College. Many of you will
want this,

Of special interest to your club
publicity department is the book,
What Makes You Think So? by Vella
Winner, which tells you what, how
and when to make up your best club
reports.

Where are you going on your va-
cation? How often have you passed
an entrancingly lovely garden in
strange city and longed to get
in and see it? Perhaps that was
the very garden which was open to
you as a member of the National
Council, and you would have been
made most welcome. Your “open se-
same” to both foreign and American
gardens is a Visitor’s Card which you
may obtain by writing to Mrs.
French Craddock Visiting Gardens
Chairman, Sylacauga, Alabama. She
also has on hand booklets from 17
states naming and describing the
gardens which are open for visiting.
We now have on hand the one from
Virginia, as well as one Application
for a Visitor’s card. What wouldn't
we have given for such a card to
give us access to all the walled and
guarded private gardens down in
Mexico last winter. Write if inter-
ested.

Juniors are not forgotten either,
for we have as excitingly illustrated
book, Where Did Your Garden Grow ?
by Jannette May Lucas. This book
should appeal especially to Junior
Natur2 students because it shows
where most of our own garden flow-
ers once grew as wild flowers in
Africa, Mexico, Asia, South America,
and other places. There is a book of
Birds from the Illinois State Museum;
and the National Audubon Society,
1600 Firth Avenue, New York, has a
series of publications for Junior bird

students, as well as circulars which
may be obtained from the Missouri
Conservation Commission at Jeffer-
son City, Mo. The last item on to-
day’s long list is a leaflet composed
entirely of beautiful colored pi:ztures
of Wild Flowers of the West which
either child or adult would enjoy.

From Highmore our second vice-
president, Mrs. Vern Tompkins,
writes, “Hear ye! I have not lived in
vain. Winner is organized with 25
members and Pierre with 30.” And
from Rapid City Mr. Atkinson a'so
promises results at Spearfish and
Lead, and says, “I have organized
on¢ Junior Garden Club in Rapid
City, and I think in two weeks there
will be one and possibly two more
young folks organized int, eclubs.”
That is really bringing them in, and
we await further word happily.

You just cannot keep pecple from
wanting to jein the garden club once
you have one organized and a leader
in charge, as Mrs. R K. Morreli has
just discovered. Mrs. Morrell is pres-
ident o the new Pierre Garden C ub
organized in March, which was paln-
ned to include a limited membershin
of 30. Applications far exceever that
quota long before the first meeting, so
the limiting clause was deleted and
membership thrown open to any in-
terested parties. The size of the club
is usually dependent upon obtaining
a suitable meeting p’ace and the prob-
lem was solved at Pierre when the
County Agent offered his offices in
the Hughes County Court House for
this purpose. Two state officers,
President Atkinson, who came half
way across the state, and Mrs. Tomp-
kins. were speakers at the club's
first meeting and contributed much
that was helpful to the mew group.
Mr. Atkinson’s talk on roses was en-
thusiastically received. A civie com-
mittee, an Executive Board (in addit-
ion to the elective officers), a his-
torian, and a parliamentarian were
appointed, the new constitution read,
a floral emblem adopted. and arrange-
ments made to join the State Feder-
ation—and all at that first me ting!
Just wait until they get started! The
Pierre Club is composed of both men
and women, and bodes well for great
accomplishments among them. Offic-
ers, in addition to Mrs. Morrell, ara
Iielen Littlefield, vice-president: Ce-
celia Cudmore, secretary; and Gladys
Carmine, treasurer. Both president
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and secretary enthused over the in-
tense interest evidenced in the meet-
ing, and judged it augured well for
an inspired future,

A garden club in the Winner terr-
itory has a virgin field for accom-
plishment, and we are eagerly look-
ing forward to more news from them.
Mrs. Frank McKenzie writes to ask
when dues are due. We have hoped
for a club in both the above territor-
ies for so long that we can secarcely
wait to chalk up “35” fcr our new
total of clubs in the Federation.
Watch for that number, or more,
when Mr. Atkinson gets busy, next
month.

Our sympathy to the several clubs
which have recently suffered losses,
the latest is Mobridge where Mr. Wm.
Catey’s death is mourned. He was a
very flne member of the club.

A correction is due on the report
of free glad slides for loan from the
Noweta Gardens at St. Charles, Minn.
There is a charge of $3.00 for their
use¢, but Mrs. Briley says they are
very worth while. As State Historian
Mrs. Briley has wored out a tentat-
ive schedule for clubs to follow to
make a state history easier to com-
pile.

Sunshine Garden Club of Highmore
makes a big event of their annual
plant sale, and folks of the commun-
ity have come to depend unon them
for their spring plant supplies. Mrs.
Tempkins and Mrs. Gordon Gadd are
in charge this year and exnect a larg-
er turnover than usual. The name of
Mrs. Morris Harter, first president
of the club, is back in the news of the
group as the April meeting was held
in her new home. Planning the Gar-
den, by Ethel Morford was the topic
of study. The new year book carries
the sunny encouragement of five big
community events, high aims for the
year, and a galaxy of good programs.

South Sioux Garden Club also has
a new year book whose cover in-
trigues and whose verses put you in
tune with Nature. The membership
was jumped up six points the past
month. Mr. Salisbury’s talk on small
fruits and berries was timely for
this club, most of whom have space
for strawberries and small trees.

Rural Garden Circle’s program
was on Tree Planting and Tree Care,
just Helpful Insects could be more
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widely studied. Mr. Young of the
Young Iloral Shop in Sioux Faus
gave a very interesting talk and an
object lesson in the art of Hower
arranging,

“We spent a full two hours on
our program and hated to quit then’
comes the good word from Mrs. An-
urew Melham, president of the Water-
town Club, ana no wonder, since Mrs.
H. B. Crandall was the speaker. ter
talk covered home lanascaping us
well as floral arrangements. 'Lne wat-
ertown clup 1s another which took
a long time geveing starced put walca
has douplea its mempersnip since
last fall. 'Lhere 1s even tlaik or or-
ganizing another club to accommo-
aate ai the I10lKks wno cannut attend
4u aiternoon meeting.

Sloux Lalls Garaen Uiub has pegun
their series of gardening inrormavvu
In the Argus-Leader, appearing once
a week under tne Ulue or Garuen
Gossip. The column 1s pacsed win
solid sense brierly but compreseus-
lvely written. We suspect urs. C. A.
kreed, who is pubacigy cnairman,
1for tne nrst tume in tnewr mistory as
a club tney also nave produced a
year Dbook. and 1is lovely CuvEr, duu
Prograim covering aumosc Eyery cate-
80ry of gardening is a high credit to
the committees. Mrs. Crandail and
Mus. C. I. Keck are the two chairmen
responsible for it. The clubs pro-
Jjects have mounted to six major ef-
forts, including two big flower shows.
The club is fortunate in having M.
J. M. Stevens as a member, for his
talks and advice are branded with
the authority of his knowledge. Mr.
C. W. Heinson is another member
whose wild flower slides are marvel-
ous examples of the art of photog-
raphy. He is also happy to show
them and extoll the beauty of the
wildlings.

Flandreau’