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THE OLD-SQUAW DUCK
by
O. A. STEVENS

This is one of
the diving ducks
that is not likely
to be seen in our
area but which
might occasional-
ly appear. Mr. E.
T. Judd reported
that another man
said he found a
dead bird at Dev-

0. A. Stevens ils Lake, North

Dakota. Norman
Wood mentioned two specimens taken
by Mr. Williams at Grafton in 1918
but the species was not in Mr. Wil-
liams’ list published in 1926. Dr.
Roberts recorded it as a common win-
ter visitant on Lake Superior but a
rare straggler elsewhere in Minnesota.

Another name is long-tailed duck,
from the long, slender tail, much like
that of a pintail. The winter plumage
of the male is the most striking. The
wings are brownish without a specu-
lum but the body, neck and head are
white except for a broad stripe down
the back and a large brown spot on the
lower side of the head.

They are indeed hardy birds to
come south for winter to the icy water
of Lake Superior. They nest on the
arctic coasts of both hemispheres, as
far north as 82 degrees, as far south as
60 degrees in Norway and down a
ways on the east shore of Hudson’s
Bay. Audubon found them on the
southeast coast of Labrador but in re-
cent times they are only in the nor-
thern part of the peninsula.

E. W. Nelson, exploring in Alaska
in 1887, reported that this was the
first duck to arrive. Early in April
they would be found in open places
and the temperature might fall to 25
or 30 degrees below zero after that
with hard storms. In winter they occur
along the Atlantic coast as far as
North Carolina and on the Pacific coast
to Washington, occasionally farther
south.

W. E. Ekblaw observed in northern
Greenland that the birds began to ap-
pear in early June. Until inland pools
were open they were found especially
along the shore where the tides open
the ice, and water from the land has-
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tens melting. Later each little pond had
a pair or more of the ducks. Nests were
placed in the grass near the water or
among rocks at some distance. Mr.
Bent says the number of eggs is usually
5 to 7 and that only one brood is
raised though the long season gives
opportunity for second attempts if
nests are destroyed.

The old-squaw is a diver and ap-
parently a very accomplished one. Dr.
Breckenridge became interested in the
regularity of their movements on Lake
Superior and found that they remained
under water one minute and 20 sec-
onds and then above water for 40
seconds. This was on a flock of about
50 birds that kept close together and
dived together.

There are records of their being
caught in fish nets at depths of as much
as 180 feet. They feed chiefly on mol-
lusks and other animal life and so are
not rated highly as game but their
rapid and erratic flight has made them
tempting targets. Mr. Bent says they
are noisy and garrulous at all seasons
and that this is the reason for the
name of old-squaw and various others
that have been applied to the birds
locally.

POEMS

by
MARY LOUISE KINYON

PASSING MOOD

Out on the lone Dakota prairie
As the lambent glow of sunset dies.
The pale gray shades of twilight
Softly tint the darkning skies.
The prairie looks drab and dreary
In this half light—sort of erie.
My thoughts go winging to days gone
by
I'm weary now—I heave a sigh
Life is over—much to soon
Then I glimpse the harvest moon
The world will soon be bathed in glory
God’s in heaven, so why should I
worry.

MORNING OR EVENING

A sign-post at the break of day
Always seems to point the way
To adventure and far off places
Makes me want to kick the traces.
But the same post at the close of day
Only seems to point the way
Home to comforts we all know
Can not be equaled where ere we go.
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NEWSLANTS
by
HARRY A. GRAVES

“Flowers of
T he Theodore
Roosevelt Nation-
al Memorial
Park’ is the title
of a recent bul-
letin. It is author-
ed by our Dr. O.
A. Stevens. There
are 16 pages and
1 0 illustrations.
For western
N o r t h Dakota,
especially, it is a good replacement for
“Wild Flowers of North Dakota”
which has long been out of print. This
new publication has been published by
the Theodore Roosevelt Nature and
History Association, Medora, North
Dakota.

A. L. Truax of Crosby, who has
written many informative articles for
Dakota Horticulture has returned from
a summer in England. We are hoping
Allan will pass on to the rest of us
some of his observations. Mr. Truax
is a keen observer and has the knack
of putting down on paper good word
pictures of what he sees.

Graves

Interest in Home Beautification
continues. We are in the midst of a
series of Leader Training meetings on
this topic for Homemaker's Clubs in
southwestern North Dakota. To a
great many people, Home Beautifica-
tion is a landscape job for the house
yard, a foundation planting, or per-
haps just a flower border. These are
all a part of the whole, it is true, but
on farms especially the job goes much
deeper. Perhaps the biggest single im-
provement most farm families could
make in the appearance of their farm-
steads would be to clean up the mess
they now have. Tidyness is a lost
cause on so many farms. Scrap drives
are long overdue. Farm machines are
left where the tractor deserted them.
Chickens roost everywhere—even on
the porch. A general outdoor house
cleaning, parking lots for farm ma-
chines, and poultry yards are basic
suggestions. Basic principles of land-
scaping come next and then the flowers
and shrubs can enter the picture. An
excellent book for anyone interested
in the basic principles of landscaping
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is “You Can Landscape Your Own
Home” by Franc P. Daniels of Long
Lake, Minnesota. Franc is an old hand
at this landscape business. The book
sells for $1.00 and is the only book
of its kind that is worth a hoot to my
knowledge.

We made a sortie southward in late
October. We had definite stops on our
schedule and were fortunate with a
couple of exceptions of seeing everyone
we set out to see. At South Dakota
State College we enjoyed a visit with
Dr. McCrory and his staff. Since we
were there the day before their famous
Hobo Day, conditions were far from
normal. Huge yellow mums grown in
the college greenhouse were being read-
ied for the event. We met Dr. Jesse
Rawson, a newcomer to South Dakota
State. He is in charge of Floriculture.
He took us through their mum trial
ground. Their mums did better than
ours this year. They are 200 miles
toward the equator! Many familiar
names were noted on the variety labels.
Marionette, a red orange mum with a
small tight head, caught our eye. Red
Glow, a tall red that stands up well,
was outstanding.

In Yankton, we missed out on the
folks at Gurneys. I didn’t let them
know I was coming because I didn’t
want to keep them home. Chet Ran-
dolph and his charming wife had me
to their house for lunch and showed
me around the studios of WNAX
where Chet is Farm Service Director.
I got quite a thrill out of seeing several
of the folks in action that we have
listened to for so long. Enroute back
to Sioux Falls, I stopped at Wallner’s
Vegetable Market. F. X., himself, was
on duty and we had a short chat be-
tween customers. I picked up a Butter-
nut squash and a small bag of Grimes
Golden apples. The Butternut squash,
by the way, was observed in vegetable
stands from Ortonville, Minnesota,
and southward. This squash is a bit
longer seasoned than our Buttercup or
Banquet but a good winter squash.
Some folks have grown it here with
success but it has not generally caught
on in North Dakota.

We attempted to contact Editor
Simmons while in Sioux Falls but
didn’t quite catch up with him. Per-
haps it is just as well. I am afraid he
has had opportunity to lose patience
with me in recent months. Anyhow,

had we got to visiting, no telling when
we would have broken it up.

Enroute home, we made two stops
at Ortonville. First, at Block’s Orch-
ards where we picked up some beauti-
ful Haralson apples we had ordered
earlier. Louis Block gave us a bonus
of a bag of assorted dessert apples in
order that we could judge them en-
route. He also gave us a Worden
Seckel pear to sample that melted in a
persons mouth with a minimum of ef-
fort. These orchards contain about
1,000 trees which yield 1,500 to
2,000 bushels of apples annually.
Louis, who is carrying on since his
father's death, is a keen fruit grower
who keeps up on the latest spray tech-
niques and sprays many times per sea-
son. The apple maggot has been their
guest for several years but they get a
hot reception from the Blocks. Any
apples we have had from Block’s Or-
chards have been maggot free.

Down the road a mile or so, we
stopped at Eternal Springs Gardens.
These gardens are operated by Mr. and
Mrs. Leo Block. Leo was a featured
speaker at our annual meeting in
Wahpeton in September. They spe-
cialize in hardy mums and asters. Un-
fortunately, a hailstorm in early Octo-
ber had badly damaged their plants and
there was little to see. I did learn,
however, that they are quitting Little
Red Boy, one of the good hardy red
asters of a few years back. In its
place, they are going to offer Beech-
wood Challenger, a slightly taller red
for 1955. I am to get a few plants to
keep company with Lilac Time, which
we got from Eternal Springs in 1953.
This latter aster is an outstanding
garden feature.

Torrential rains beginning in the
late afternoon of Oct. 9th and con-
tinuing for 36 hours totalled 7.17
inches at the Morton Arboretum,
thereby establishing a new local pre-
cipitation record. Elsewhere in the
Chicago area the total fall ranged
from 6 to 10 inches, the most rainfall
ever recorded here in any one month.
The Arboretum October total was
12.71. Flooding of all low-lying areas
of the Arborteum occurred when the
DuPage river went out of its banks,
blocking roads and washing out sev-
eral foot bridges.—MORTON ARBORE-
TUM BULLETIN. i
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GARDEN CLUB GLEANINGS
by
MRS. VERN TOMPKINS
Highmore, S. D.

It is election
time in most of
the clubs over the
state. If your club
news is not men-
tioned in this
column, suggest
to your secretary
that she send re-
ports of your ac-
tivities to me, at
Highmore. This
is your column.

Mrs. Tompkins

Make use of it.

Mrs. Briley sends in the report from
the Mobridge club. The September
meeting was held in the basement of
the library. Mrs. A. W. Davidson re-
ported on the visit of Mr. Woodward
and Mrs. Frankenstein, who assisted
the park committee with their prob-
lems. The club decided to continue
their membership in the American Iris
Society, and will also take a member-
ship in the American Rose Society for
1955. Mrs. John Hein gave a pro-
gram on winter arrangements from
local materials, stressing the use of the
diamond willow, wild grasses, drift-
wood, and various grains. Members
displayed roses, pepper tomatoes, can-
nas, strawflowers, double holly hocks,
cocks comb and cocks plume. A walk-
ing cane which Richard Jensen had
carved from a branch of the diamond
willow was also displayed. Mr. Jen-
sen is practically blind, but has done
some wonderful carvings. He is a mem-
ber of the Mobridge club. We hope to
have a story about him at some future
time. Mrs. Lowry distributed Hicks
apples, grown in her yard, to the mem-
bers.

The peppy Dell Rapids club didn’t
even stop for breath after all the work
of sponsoring that marvelous conven-
tion, until they were “up and at it”
again, with three big meetings in July.
They had a garden tour to the pros-
pective state park area, their annual
breakfast at the City Park, and a regu-
lar meeting, with Lloyd C. Ayres,
State College, as guest speaker. As a
direct result of the tour, a resolution
expressing approval of the plan to in-
clude the Dells and the Rapids in a
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state park, was made, and copies sent
to the state officials most concerned,
including Gov. Sigurd Anderson.
Their third flower show of the season
was held in August, the theme being
“Living with Flowers.” Annuals,
glads, and dahlias made up the show,
which was judged by Mrs. D. S.
Baughman, Madison. In August the
club was privileged to see the Koda
slides of Pacific Hybrid Delphinium,
taken in the garden of Mrs. Marjorie
Kennard, Brookings, one of the fore-
most growers of delphinium in the
state. Mrs. Kennard has also been suc-
cessful in bringing to blossom the rare
Eremurus an outstanding accomplish-
ment. Bulbs for the home garden was
the title of the September program,
with Mrs. H. N. Dybvig as leader.
She showed the beautiful film ‘“Tulip
Time in Holland”" (Michigan). A riot
of color was presented in this movie
filmed during the annual celebration
in Michigan, where Dutch descendants
are America’s foremost growers of
tulips. This film may be obtained
from the Holland, Michigan, Chamber
of Commerce. Thanks to Nita Jorgen-
son for this fine report. How do you
do it, girls (and boys) ?

Mrs. R. G. Ferris was elected presi-
dent of the South Sioux Garden club,
and sends in the following report.
Their annual flower show was held
September 11 and 12, in the school
auditorium, with more than 225 en-
tries staged by 39 exhibitors. Classes
of arrangements varied from colorful
and humorous Hallowe’en displays to
the serene Madonnas on the Christmas
mantles. Sweepstakes ribbon and
award in the arrangement division was
won by Mrs. R. G. Ferris, and in the
horticulture division by Mrs. Harold
Limmer. Thank you, Mrs. Ferris, for
this report and the ones enclosed from
Valley Springs and Volga.

The Tri-State Garden club held
their annual meeting with Mrs. Dewey
DeVaul near Larchwood, Iowa. Offi-
cers elected were—DPresident, Mrs.
Marion Scott; Vice President, Mrs.
Roy Sanford; Secretary, Mrs. Dewey
DeVaul;  Corresponding  Secretary,
Mrs. David Davoux; Treasurer, Mrs.
Andrew Torkelson. Roll call topic
was ““T'rees Have Made History,” list
one. The program was fall garden
cleanup—Ied by Elsie Scott, forcing
bulbs for winter bloom, by Inga Hoi-
land, and an exchange of fall bulbs

and plants was held by the members
and invited guests. Thank you, Mrs.
David Davoux.

Mrs. Ross J. Okland, secretary of
the Hoe and Hope Garden club, Volga,
sends the following report. Nine of
their club members visited the
Crippled Children’s School and Hos-
pital in Sioux Falls on September
24th, taking with them a cash gift.
Lloyd Ayres is to help members land-
scape their yards. Recently a few of
the club members enjoyed a visit to
Faribault, Minn., admiring the chry-
santhemum display at the Lehman
Gardens. They also visited the An-
drews Nursery to see the rose gardens.
Mrs. Oscar Oines, newly elected Fed-
eration treasurer, is a member of this
club. Thanks, Mrs. Okland. Come
again.

The Rural Garden Circle of Crooks,
held its regular meeting Thursday eve-
ning, September 30th. Roll call was
answered by naming the flower en-
joyed most this year. The evening’s
topic was on transplanting fall flow-
ers. Election of officers resulted in the
following being elected: Mrs. Clara
Orstad, president; Mrs. Cora Otterby,
vice president; Mrs. June Ring, secre-
tary, and Alice Tidemann, treasurer.
Thank you, Miss Tidemann.

The Sunshine Garden club, High-
more, elected officers at the last meet-
ing results being: President, Bertha
Christensen; Vice President, Gertrude
Salmon; Secretary, Grace Campbell;
Treasurer, Dollie Matre. Ina Tomp-
kins gave a brief report of the regional
meeting at Denver. Mrs. Floyd Camp-
bell is responsible for this report.

The Home Garden club, Britton,
held their October meeting in the
beautiful home of Mrs. A. C. Bonham,
with each member bringing dry fall ar-
rangements, suitable for mantle, coffee
table, dining table, etc. Much interest
was created by the friendly criticism,
and new points brought out. No prizes
given. New officers for 1955 are:
President, Mrs. John Miller (re-elect-
ed); Vice President, Mrs. Henry
Prchal; Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs.
Ray Jarret. The club flower, which is
also the city flower, is the petunia, the
most showy being Fire Chief and
Ballerina. This club held a successful
plant sale this year. Mrs. J. Parker
received the October door prize. Glad
to hear from you, Mrs. Jarret.

(Continued on page 139)
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MANITOBA NEWS LETTER
by
W. R. LESLIE

The third day
of the GREAT
PLAINS meeting
opened with a
tour of the Penin-
sula Branch Sta-
tion of the Uni-
versity of Wis-
consin, located at
Sturgeon Bay in
the heart of the
sour cherry coun-
try. At this Ex-
perimental Station, established only
four years ago, many investigations,
designed to assist the fruit industry in
the state, are now in progress. Brief
comment on some of these projects
follows:

Production and maintenance of
virus-free clones of the commoner va-
rieties of sour cherry, plum and straw-
berry. Prunus species used in indexing
procedures, or as sour cherry root-
stocks are included in the foundation
stock of stone fruits. Greenhouse facili-
ties are utilized for the study of stone
fruit viruses, in order to get the neces-
sary temperature control. Indexing of
strawberry is also done in the green-
house, using insect transmission tech-
nique, because it is quicker and easier
than the runner graft method.

Replicated cultural and nutritional
sour cherry orchard trials include one
cultivation treatment and three sod
treatments, namely, mowed, unmowed
and mulching. Mulching is done only
around the tree, but up to about a foot
in depth. Data taken are weekly mois-
ture determinations, annual terminal
growth, tree diameters, fruit size and
yield. Clean, cultivated plots have
winter wheat as winter cover crop.

A well replicated soil moisture study
sinfulates numerous cultural systems.
Moisture conditions are determined at
depths of 6 and 18 inches by means
of resistance blocks.

The use of herbicidal sprays in the
control of weeds in apple, cherry,
strawberry and raspberry. With the
tree fruits, the cumulative effects of
annual spraying with certain chemicals
for weed control, is being observed.
Records include tree growth and yield.
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Leslie

The strawberry weed control work is
divided into spray treatment in the
planting year and post-harvest treat-
ment. Effects on fruit bud differentia-
tion and fruit deformity are being
studied. By careful timing of certain
sprays, it is hoped to determine the

time of fruit bud differentiation
through fruit bud injury.
Ground spray applications after

fruit fall for contol of curculio in plum
and apple. Optimum rates have not
been determined yet, but a single ap-
plication of Aldrin or Dieldrin at 6
Ibs. per acre has given perfect control
for 3 years. Metacide, also, is giving
good control of plum curculio at 3 to
4 1bs. per acre.

In conclusion, it was a pleasure and
an inspiration to visitors from Canada
especially, to associate with the capable
and friendly research and extension
workers in horticulture, and related
subjects in Wisconsin. Probably the
most impressive feature of the Wiscon-
sin tour was the evidence of co-
operative teamwork, not only within
and between departments at the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin, but also in the
fields of extension and research at the
branch stations.

The Great Plains meetings will be
held in South Dakota in 1955.

WOODY ORNAMENTALS have
made a gay showing this season.
Among the most impressive subjects
have been a number of new local de-
velopments and recent accessions from
other sources.

In early spring the upright form
of Russian Almond, with its tendency
to sucker but lightly, was a pleasing
object. At about the same time the
Muckle Plum which is a hybrid, Can-
ada Plum x Russian Almond, was
even more impressive with its large
salmon scarlet flowers. They were long
lasting and retained their brightness
until the petals fell.

Among the flowering almonds, four
second-generation selections were rated
as marked improvements on their
mother parent, Prairie Almond. It, in
turn, is considered more valuable than
its mother, Double-flowering Plum.
The new hybrid almonds are rather
difficult to propagate as the young
shoots are thin and fine-textured. This
circumstance may result in nursery-
men being obliged to increase their
prices when these get into production.

Some seedlings of the single-

flowered Flowering Plum, Prunus tril-
oba, had rich rosy pink flowers. This
non-suckering, attractive plant appears
to be one of the valuable, healthy orna-
mentals of medium size that is being
overlooked. The rounded shrub is con-
sidered more comely than the double-
flowered form. Moreover, it has the
advantage of bearing numerous in-
teresting fruits.

Manchurian Weigela, now called
Dropmore Pink Weigela, performed
very well. Even more pleasing was a
new hybrid bred at Morden by polli-
nating the Dropmore Pink with the
variety Profusion. The bush is sym-
metrical and relatively dense. The
flowers were more crimson than those
of the mother.

Another early flowering shrub from
the Orient, Korean Golden Bell,
Forsythia ovata, was the first shrub
to bloom freely. The golden flowers
decked the whole plant and brought
gaiety to the scene while many trees
and shrubs were only beginning to put
forth their new leaves.

Among other newer woody orna-
mentals which have been impressive
this season, the following deserve men-
tion.

The Redman European Red Elder,
developed here, is well received for its
deeply cut foliage and yellowish spring
bloom. Grown alone, few berries de-
velop. The planting of the variety
Moerheim, which also has cutleaf
foliage, in association with it is ex-
pected to result in a bold showing of
berry bunches on both varieties as they
cross-pollinate each other. Moerheim
is considered to be self-fruitful.

Among the hardy bush roses the
following were very showy in June
and July—Indian Head , a bright
glowing pink, double; Therese Bug-
net, full rosy pink, double; Aylsham,
semi-double, red, with shiny foliage;
and Alice Aldridge, rose red, double.
Two of the Morden Experimental Sta-
tion introductions, Prairie Wren and
Prairie Youth roses, were full of at-
tractive bloom. The latter variety is a
rampant bush reaching a height of up
to seven feet. Prairie Youth takes a
short vacation from flowering in late
July but in early August it again puts
forth at least a scattering of its rich
pink double roses. It tends to bear a
few flowers well into September.

Toba hawthorn bloomed with

(Continued on page 135)
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NEW ROSES

from
CONRAD-PYLE COMPANY

Two new Star Roses are being in-
troduced this fall. SUN KING, we are
particularly glad to have because it is a
light yellow, and there has been a
definite need for a better variety in
that color. Sun King, under test,
proved that it is better.

The other new introduction is RED
WONDER, a Floribunda. Since there
is no lack of good red Floribundas,
this Rose had to be extra-extra, and
then some, for us to consider it worth
introducing. But there is no doubt
about it, it has a number of qualities
of distinction that are sure to make
it especially popular.

RED WONDER is from a cross of
Better Times with an unnamed Poly-
antha seedling, which no doubt ac-
counts for the fact that it is a large-
flowered Floribunda. It has been
awarded the Trial Ground Certificate
of the National Rose Society of Eng-
land.

Heretofore, roses developed by G.
de Ruiter have been much better
known in Europe than here. In Eng-
land, especially, some of the firm'’s
previous introductions have received
high recognition. In this country,
probably the best known rose coming
from them in the past is Gloria Mundi,
a Superba sport that was introduced in
1929. Earlier than that, the firm pro-
duced Dolly Varden, a Hybrid Rugosa,
introduced by W. Paul in England in
1914.

Gerrit de Ruiter, the present head of
the nursery, has become a more active
rose hybridizer. He is now a man of
about middle age, with several sons
and daughters, from teen-age up. At
least one son has already started work-
ing in the business with him. Their
nursery is in Hazerwoude, in the fam-
ous Boskoop nursery area between Am-
sterdam and Rotterdam, and they grow
not only roses, but Azaleas and many
other kinds of nursery stock.

SUN KING is a cross of Peace x
Duchess de Talleyrand. Its originator,
Francis Meilland, is too well known
to need further remarks, except that
you might like to know that he was
recently honored by the Massachusetts
Horticultural Society, being given their
Jackson Dawson gold medal, for his
fine work with roses.
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RED WONDER

(A new Floribunda Rose for 1955,
Originated by G. de Ruiter of Holland.
Introduced by The Conrad-Pyle Co.,
STAR ROSES, West Grove, Pa. Plant
patent pending.)

It is a wonder: a rich red rose with
a flashing brilliance! The buds are very
dark oxblood-red. Opening blooms are
a glowing shade of crimson-carmine
that is deep and bright at the same
time, with an unusual iridescent qual-
ity and admirably unfading. It is de-
pendably free in bloom, coming in
large, handsomely arranged clusters.
Individual flowers are good sized for
a Floribunda, 3 to 3% inches across,
with 25 to 30 petals, velvety on the
inside, satiny on the outer surfaces.
They are very long lasting, both as
cut flowers and on the bush, and the
petals drop off cleanly, so that the
bushes are always neat, well groomed
and full of only fresh looking bloom:s.
They have a pleasant fragrance.

The vigorous plants are bushy,
much branched and grow 2% to 3 feet
high. The foliage is leathery, with a
slight gloss, and shows good disease
resistance. Altogether, this is an ex-
cellent showy and charming Flori-
bunda. There are a number of good
red kinds, but always room for one
more when it is as good as this.

SUN KING
(A new Hybrid Tea Rose for 1955,
Originated by Francis Meilland of
France. Introduced by The Conrad-

Pyle Co., STAR ROSES, West Grove,
Pa. Plant patent pending.)

Sun King is the first all yellow seed-
ling of Peace to be introduced. The
large, long-pointed opening buds show
a deep heart of rich chrome-yellow
surrounded by a halo of luminous,
light yellow petal edges that curl back
around the high, furled center. This
halo or frosting of light-reflecting
petal edges is held throughout the life
of the flowers.

The buds open to large blooms with
40 to 50 broad petals, and high centers
of a glowing, vivid lemon-yellow.
This makes a bright, light, clean-look-
ing flower, the vivid yellow making
the light edges look particularly crisp
and bright. Sun King plants are tall,
3 feet or more in height, upright, with
dark green, leathery leaves that show
good disease resistance.

Rose hips have long been used in
various foods by the people of Euro-
pean countries and particularly the
Scandinavian countries. With increased
knowledge of vitamins, it was found
that rose hips are one of the best
sources for vitamin C and also con-
tain high amounts of carotene or pro-
vitamin-A.—IDAHO NEWS LETTER.

He who sows the ground with care
and diligence acquires a greater stock
of religious merit than he could gain
by the repetition of ten thousand
prayers.—ZOROASTER.

The PIONEER
SEED HOUSE

Nursery-Greenhouses of the Northwest

FOUNDED at BISMARCK
in DAKOTA TERRITORY
in 1881

OUR NEW 1955 SPRING CATALOG
WILL BE READY SOON

OSCAR H. WILL & CO.

BISMARCK, N. D.
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BOOK REVIEWS
by
MRs. R. G. FERRIS

The Flower Arrangement Calendar,
1955, by Helen Van Pelt Wilson.
M. Barrows 8 Company, Inc., pub-
lishers, 425 Fourth Ave., New
York 16, N. Y. Price $1.00.

Another handsome and useful desk
calendar, especially for lady gardeners,
with space for day by day appoint-
ments or notes. T'he 64 photographs
reflect the work of flower arrangers in
the United States, Canada, and Japan.
The cover design of primitive African
red and white gladiolus,
tropical leaves and candles is an exotic
study of pure
beauty. A perfect ‘‘remembrance gift”

sculpture,
design and natural

for your hostess.

Plant Regulators in Agriculture by H.
B. Tukey. Published by John Wiley
% Sons, Inc., 440 Fourth Avenue,
New York 16, N. Y. Price $5.50.

The

mones, their action, control, uses in

latest information on hor-

propagation, fruit setting, thinning,

breeding and weed control is found in
this book. The science of plant regula-
tors was born so suddenly and has
grown so rapidly that many people are
unable to grasp the significance of
plant regulators, what they are, how
they work and where they belong in
agriculture. It is not a book of form-
ulas and directions, but gives you the
understanding of basic principles to
fit any situation and environment.
Each chapter begins with elementary
information and moves on to more
involved and advanced phases. You
may be satisfied with only the ele-
mentary portion of some chapters, but
if all the material is mastered in its
entirety you will be well informed in
the field of plant hormones and have
a good understanding of plant regula-
tors. This book is prepared to pro-
vide background material for advanced
high school and college students, in-
terested people from the business and
professional world, and especially
county agricultural agents.
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Modern Gardens, by Peter Shepheard.
Published by Frederick A. Praeger,
Inc., 105 West 40th Street, New
York 18, N. Y. Price $9.50.

The first book to deal with the
modern garden and satisfy the practical
needs of the present generation. Char-
actertistic illustrations of contemporary
gardens here and abroad, varying in
size from a few square feet in back of
a suburban house to several square
miles of Stockholm’s public park de-
velopment. This book is for the
library of the advanced amateur, pro-
fessional gardeners, and architects.
Look for it to be placed on the re-
quired reading list of Flower School
Judges. From the introduction by the
author: “My own view—which I
have freely allowed to sway my choice
—is that the modern garden should
find its inspiration in the contemporary
scene; that if it looks backward for a
precedent it should turn not to the
Renaissance gardens of Europe, in
which princes and kings glorified them-
selves by subjecting nature to a sym-
metrical pattern, but to the gardens
in which from time to time man has
come to terms with nature and made
her partner to his design. For nature
will come, if not as a partner, as a
destroyer, crumbling stone and over-
growing all artificiality with moss and
fern and ivy. . . . But we should turn
to the enclosed courtyard gardens of
Southern Spain, modest and private
paradises of stone and water and green-
ness; or to the village greens of Eng-
land; or to the parks of the English
landscape movement; or, above all, to
the gardens of China and Japan,
which, in a climate not unlike our
own (which is the best climate in the
world for gardens), achieve a miracu-
lous degree of unity with nature; not,
of course, to copy any of these, but to
find that common attitude of rever-
ence for and partnership with nature
which informs them all.”

Mother: “Don’t ask so many ques-
tions, Betty. Curiosity killed the cat.”

Betty: ‘“What did the cat want to
know?"’—ARGUS-LEADER.

Modesty: The art of encouraging
people to find out for themselves how
important you are.—ARGUS-LEADER.

MANITOBA NEWS LETTER—

(Continued from page 133)
abandonment. The double flowers are
pale pink in the bud but the color
deepens until it becomes a coppery
rose. The fruits are lively scarlet and
adorn the bush through the winter
unless used for lunch by wintering
birds. Some sister plants have double
flowers from clear white through vari-
ous shades to salmon rose. Toba is
such a desirable bush that it alone has
been named.

Silvia mockorange was rated a fav-
orite by visitors. The bush is smaller
than most varieties, and having arch-
ing habit, it is more comely than most
commercial varieties. Twig color is
tawny instead of dull grey. The frag-
rant double flowers are relatively late
and have the merit of long lasting.

In barberries, two appear widely
adapted and endowed with distinctive
merit. Cutleaf barberry, Berberis cir-
cumserrata, has finely toothed foliage
which becomes highly colored in
autumn. Korean barberry, B. koreana,
is a growthy bush with large leaves
and fruits.

ROSES

Question: What are the qualities on
which roses are rated in the All-
America selections?

Answer: Novelty, vigor, habit, dis-
ease resistance, foliage, floriferousness,
bud form, flower form, substance,
color opening (color value and har-
mony in the new flower), color finish-
ing (color and grace while aging and
when mature), fragrance, and stem.
One-third of all roses sold to home
gardeners in the United States today
are All-America selections.

ACCEPTING OLD AGE

BuDDY ARNOLD
Hartley Sentinel

Fear of age is just plain nonsense.
I know many old people who put the
young folk to shame. They accept old-
age. They live with their eyes still on
the future ahead of them. It matters
not how short that future may be,
for they are enjoying the last drops
from the cup called life. To this type
of elder, life still retains that challenge
which gives to them a form of eternal
youth.
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THE BEST WAY TO PLANT A
ROSE BUSH
by
PERCY H. WRIGHT

In a prairie
state like the two
Dakotas, no less
than in the prairie
provinces of Sas-
katchewan and
Alberta, the prob-
lem of how best
to plant a rose
bush is a serious
one. The differ-
ence probably is
that in the prairie
states more people know how to do it
already, since the days of settlement
are farther back in the past. However,
a useful purpose will be served by re-
counting the essentials of the method
commonly recommended, and a greater
purpose will be served, I hope, by
telling of the method which I myself
developed over the years, and now al-
ways use. Twenty-five years of experi-
ence have but deepened by conviction
that I was on the right track in the
beginning, and that there is no better
way in which to plant a rose bush than
the one I shall outline. The method
could probably be adapted to the trans-
planting of many other rather difficult
subjects for transplanting, such as the
Russian almond, the native saskatoon
berry, and others.

Wright

The principle is a simple one, and
is based on the common observation
that the bark of roses dries out readily,
even when the bush is on the most ex-
cellent condition when received, or
when it is desired to move it. The
roots do not seem to function quickly
enough to maintain the moisture sup-
ply of the bark before the bark is dried
out. Rose bark, if it is mature, is very
difficult to decay by placing it in moist
or very moist soil. Apricot bark, for
instance, is very different. It will rot
when brought into contact with the
soil, so readily that ‘“‘heeling in"’ trees
of the apricot is a ticklish business.
Roses, on the other hand, can safely be
buried for winter, the whole plant,
provided only that the plant is mature.

The usual recommendation is to
mound up the rose bush where it is
planted to a height of six inches or
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more, and then prune off enough of
the remaining stems that mere stubs
are left to protrude above the soil, or,
perhaps, to prune right to the top of
the mound. The disadvantages of this
method are that the watering of the
plant is not easy after it is covered by a
mound, and that the mound must be
taken down again. If the soil is not too
heavy, and the mound not too high,
the rain may safely be left to do the
Jjob. If one takes it down himself, he
must do it gradually, so as not to ex-
pose too much white tissue all at once.

My method is to plant the plant in
a recumbent position, in a long, nar-
row hole that will accommodate most
of its length. The bud, or point of
union, if the rose bush is a budded one,
or the juncture of root and stem, if
the bush is an own-rooted one, is
placed well below the ground, even
as much as six or seven inches. The
tips are turned up so as to protrude
above the soil, and these are pruned off
short if conditions of soil moisture are
relatively unfavorable, or left longer if
conditions are good. This method is a
sort of layering-at-the-time-of-plant-
ing, and so much stem is covered by
soil that own-roots will develop from
them, if the variety is one which makes
own roots. There are some that do not,
at least not promptly enough to allow
one to count upon it taking place
quickly. Among these are the Grooten-
dorst roses, Persian yellow, and Heide-
kind.

The advantage of this method is
that, less pruning being required, the
plant is not set back so much by loss
of material. Another advantage is that
the whole operations is completed at
the one time, and it is not necessary to
come around again to take down a
mound. Still another advantage, one
which counts a great deal if we wish
to propagate the rose as soon as pos-
sible, is that the layering is begun
immediately. If the bush is many-
branched at time of planting, it may
be necessary to remove some of the
rooted layers within a few years, to
prevent the plant from becoming too
bushy too soon.

There are, of course, many con-
siderations to take into account if the
rose bush is a budded one, including
the hardiness of both the rootstock and
the named variety. Multiflora, the
common understock, is not reliably
hardy in a snowless winter, and if

conditions are severe, and it dies out,
the named variety above it will per-
force have to die too. The commonest
cases are Harison’s yellow and Persian
yellow, both of which are much hard-
ier than the Multiflora root. In plant-
ing them, and similar varieties budded
on stocks less hardy than they them-
selves are, the rule is to set the point
of union deep in the soil, six inches
at least. If there is six inches of soil
above the tender root tissue, the under-
stock will rarely die out. At Moose
Range, where snowfall is usually ade-
quate, I have never known a case of
Multiflora dying if planted at this
depth.

If both top and root are tender,
deep planting is not quite so desirable,
for presumably the grower who plants
such a variety intends to give winter
protection, such as that of a deep
mulch, and if he does, naturally the
protection will help the stock auto-
matically when it helps the tender top.
[ do not think many persons realize
what a degree of protection can be
given to tender plants, bulbs no less
than dwarf bushes, by applying a deep
mulch of straw. Two feet or more can
be applied, if it is available, and this,
by the way, is an excellent method of
guaranteeing that the Regal lily will
come safely through the winter.

At Moose Range, I have found that
the best way to plant tender roses, such
as Hybrid Teas, is to set the point-of-
union at least six inches deep. The
winter, which always catches the roses
unprpared and in a soft state, will kill
them to the ground, and sometimes
even several inches below the ground.
However, if there is wood of the
named variety below this, the rose
plant, when it sprouts again, will be
the true variety, and not the under-
stock only. Often, growers are dis-
appointed when, as they say, their
rose bushes “‘revert to the wild,”” on
account of the survival of the under-
stock only. If one takes occasion to
notice the character of the leaves, par-
ticularly the number of leaflets, he will
realize that there has been no rever-
sion, but that the bush that takes the
place of his cherished rose is merely
the wild understock.

I hesitate to make a general recom-
mendation that tender roses be planted
so deep in areas very far from Moose
Range, partly because I read the results

(Continued on page 143)
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KEEP AMERICA BEAUTIFUL
by
MRs. G. R. MCARTHUR

State Roadside Development Chmn. of
the State Garden Club Federation

.

Horticulture and garden club mem-
bers will be pleased to learn that an
imposing list of industry leaders are
taking roadside development and
beautification seriously enough to or-
ganize ‘Keep America Beautiful’’ from
trash and litter as well as roadside
landscaping and improvement.

INDUSTRY LEADERS NAMED
TO BOARD OF KEEP AMERICA
BEAUTIFUL

Names of sixteen industry leaders
who have accepted invitations to serve
as directors of Keep America Beauti-
ful, Inc., the new national public
service organization for the elimina-
tion of litter, were announced today
by William C. Stolk of New York
City, KAB board chairman and presi-
dent of the American Can Company.
They are: A. G. Atwater, vice presi-
dent, William Wrigley Jr., Co.;
Joseph F. Battley, president, National
Paint, Varnish ¥ Lacquer Association,
Inc.; George H. Coppers, president,
National Biscuit Co.; Richard C.
Doane, president, International Paper
Co.; Edgar J. Forio, vice president,
The Coca-Cola Company; H. E.
Humphreys, Jr., chairman and presi-
dent, U. S. Rubber Co.; Harvey C.
-Knowles, vice president, the Procter %
Gamble Co.; Edward V. Lahey, presi-
dent, U. S. Brewers Foundation, Inc.;
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O. Parker McComas, president, Philip
Morris 8 Co., Ltd., Inc.; Joseph H.
McConnell, president, Colgate-Palm-
olive Co.; W. B. Murphy, president,
Campbell Soup Co.; Smith L. Rair-
don, vice president, Owens-Illinois
Glass Co.; Robert B. Schnering, chair-
man and president, Curtiss Candy Co.;
A. A. Stambaugh, chairman, Standard
Oil Co. of Ohio; G. J. Ticoulat, vice
president, Crown Zellerbach Corp.;
Howard R. Walton, president, Hiram
Walker-Gooderham % Worts, Ltd.

In making the initial announcement
of KAB board membership, Mr. Stolk
emphasized that it is still being ex-
panded and will eventually represent
more than thirty of America’s leading
industries. He said business is par-
ticipating so generally because the lit-
ter problem has reached such propor-
tions that it requires help from every-
body to cure it.

KAB represents the first coordinated
national effort to eliminate litter from
America’s highways, parks and beach-
es. The KAB program will be built
around long-range continuing educa-
tion to create awareness of litter as a
responsibility of the individual. The
ultimate objective is to change public
habits and make littering unpopular
as well as illegal.

KAB will be financed by business
and industry, including manufacturers
of products and packages which care-
less individuals throw away in public
places. It has the support of federal and
state agencies which spend more than
$30,000,000 a year picking up this
litter on highways alone. The educa-
tional program will be backed up by
official action to strengthen and en-
force existing state laws against people
who litter.

In determining KAB policies and
programs for litter prevention and con-
trol, the board of directors will have
the benefit of advice and assistance
from an advisory council which al-
ready represents more than thirty na-
tional organizations, including youth,
school, farm, women, conservation,
recreation and government groups.
They held their initial meeting in New
York City, May 26, when they en-
dorsed the KAB program and attended
a luncheon meeting with representa-
tives of press, radio and television for
the first public announcement of KAB.
The advisory council is being ex-
panded further and will ultimately in-

clude more than fifty national public
service groups.

With the basic organization of the
board of directors and the advisory
council well underway, Mr. Stolk said,
KAB is now prepared to launch a na-
tionwide campaign to enroll thousands
of business firms and trade associations
as dues-paying members. At the same
time, KAB will enroll local civic
groups in the fight against litter as
non-paying ‘‘associates.”’

LIST OF ADVISORY ORGANIZA-
TIONS COOPERATING WITH
KEEP AMERICA BEAUTIFUL

Education: Adult Education Asso-
ciation of the U. S. A.; American
School Food Service Association; Na-
tional Congress of Parents and Teach-

ers; National Education Association of
the U, S.

Parks, Beaches, Forests and Recrea-
tion Areas: American Institute of Park
Executives, Inc.; Association of State
Foresters; Forest Service, U. S. De-
partment of Agriculture; Izaak Wal-
ton League of America, Inc.; National
Park Service, U. S. Department of
Interior; National Parks Association;
National Recreation Association; Na-
tional Wildlife Federation; Sport Fish-
ing Institute; The Nature Conserv-
ancy; American Nature Association;
The Wilderness Society.

Roads: American Association of
State Highway Officials; American
Automobile Association; Bureau of
Public Roads, U. S. Department of
Commerce; National Roadside Coun-
cil.

Rural: American Farm Bureau
Federation; National Grange.

Urban: Chamber of Commerce of
the U. S.; National Clean Up—Paint
Up—Fix Up Bureau; U. S. Depart-
ment of Commerce; U. S. Junior
Chamber of Commerce.

Women: Garden Club of America;
General Federation of Women's Clubs;
National Council of State Garden
Clubs; The National Council of
Women of the U. S., Inc.

Youth: Boy Scouts of America;
Boys’ Club of America, Inc.; Camp
Fire Girls, Inc.; Four-H Club Pro-
gram, U. S. Department of Agricul-
ture; Future Farmers of America, U.
S. Department of Health, Education
and Welfare; Girl Scouts of the U.
S. A.

Veterans: The American Legion.
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MY EXPERIENCE IN
HORTICULTURE

by
R. L. WODARZ

This time my
writing will cen-
ter on the New
York Fruit test-
ing Cooperative
Assn. I have been
a member of this
association for
over 20 years;
have tested out a
number of their
fruit trees. Some
did fairly well in
North Dakota, while others failed.
This association issues every fall a
catalog of new, as well as older fruit
varieties, these to be tested out through
much of the United States. I would
caution, though that there is but a
few of them that possibly would feel
at home in this state. The bulk of
them are for milder climates.

When it comes to apples, you
would not want the trees as they may
be on tender roots and may go out
the first hard winter, especially if there
is not much snow on the ground. You
would want the scion wood. By now
many of our North Dakota horticul-
tural members know how to graft by
the actual doing of it, and others have
had it demonstrated. So in case one
would not quite be sure of it, some
kind friend would do it for him. In
this year’s catalog we find the parent-
age of the different fruits, so this gives
us a hint of whether a variety might
possibly fit our climate. There are
some Russian apples that have been
used in crossing of quality fruits. Any-

Wodarz

thing crossed with a Zusoff, which
is of Russian origin should give us
partial winter hardiness if not more.
Kendall is the progeny of this cross
and is hardy in this region. Other
hardy varieties like Yellow Trans-
parent, Crimson Beauty, Melba, Early
Mclntosh, used as one or the other
parent should be tried out. Deacon
Jones x Delicious crosses could also
be tried out, they may be somewhat
tender, but will do till some test
winter looms up. So, if not perma-
nent, you may have some seed of those
to plant.

I have done this successfully with
Orleans and Medina. Another caution,
some sorts even somewhat hardy need
a long growing season to bring out
good quality. Our season for apples
really starts with the blossoming of
the fruit which usually is the 20th of
May and the average close is the middle
of October. There is a number of other
fruits listed in the catalog, which with
a few exceptions are not meant for us.

Some semi-hardy plums like the
Stanley, might possibly make it. I
tried this one out and find that the
tree has plenty of hardiness but the
fruit buds are tender. So we expect
fruit from the Stanley only following
mild winters; this is an European blue
plum. There are some Minnesota hardy
plums listed and they should be hardy
here. Another European plum is the
Krikon, a damson plum and I see
that it is not listed in this catalog. The
case with this is the same as with
Stanley; the fruit buds can’t stand a
hard winter. I am pretty well acquaint-
ed with damson plums as during my
childhood years, we kids would fre-
quent our uncle, the miller. He had a
mill with that big wooden water
wheel, and a good sized mill pond.

The aunt would take us out back of
the living house where there were a
number of those plum trees fairly
black with the fruit and in my mind
I still see her shaking those trees.

We also find a number of varieties
of grapes listed, which very likely are
not meant for wus. Their currants,
gooseberries, raspberries, and straw-
berries I have not tried out. Some
might possibly make good. Such as
blackberries are not meant for us. The
Adams elderberries seem to feel per-
fectly at home so far. The berries of
this are larger than those of our elder-
berries but whether this shrub is worth
very much I don’t know.

But I remember when I was still
very small I heard an educated, like-
able man say that whenever we pass
by an elderberry bush we should take
our hats off. It's a puzzle what he
meant. If you are interested in fruit
raising as a hobby or otherwise, I am
sure you will send them a dollar bill
and join the association. You will get
your catalog, and believe me, you will
get the stuff true to name. Very likely
I am the only member in North Da-
kota. Surely there should be many
more. Geneva, N. Y. is the address of
the N. Y. State Fruit Testing Associa-
tion. _
RHUBARB AND TEETH

The new discovery that rhubarb
protects teeth against erosion by acids
may put this springtime pie and sauce
favorite into year-round use, the New
York State Experiment Station re-
ports. The discovery was made by
Dr. C. M. McCay of the Animal
Nutrition Laboratory, Ithaca, New
York, who reports that rhubarb juice
mixed with lemon juice will prevent
the acid in lemon juice from dissolv-
ing the surface of teeth.

HOME OF Seeds and Trees That Grow

and Satisfy

Gurney Seed and Nursery Co.

YANKTON, SOUTH DAKOTA
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FRUIT AND VEGETABLE
NOTES
by
F. X. WALLNER

October 29th.
The last two
mornings it has

been frosty, but
otherwise the en-
tire month has
been ideal for hat-
vesting our crops,
a little wet at
times, but better
than so dry its
impossible to dig
potatoes and root
crops. Potatoes were out a few days
after the 10th, which is the date
potatoes should be out to be safe, but
the past few years we have had no bad
storms or freezing weather that causes
big loss with potatoes and vegetable
crops. Most all our customers know
we have had a good crop, as we have
never retailed and wholesaled a better
crop of potatoes.

Wallner

Apples were a complete failure in
our state and even eastern states claim
to have only about some half crop
and most of the eastern apples, that
are brought out here are number 2
grade. Then Hazel hurricane shook the
bulk of the crop off the trees in a large
section of the east, ruining the crop.
Even those we received were selling for
$3.00 to $4.00 per bushel. One lot
of Grimes Golden was U. S. No. 1,
but small, 2 inch size. Illinois De-
licious were large and fair color but all
were No. 2. Also the Jonathan were
No. 2 grade. Three lots of Patton
Greening from Madison sold well, also
a few Canadian varieties from the
northern part of the county were good
but the few we got from the old Kin-
caid orchard east of us were of very
poor grade. The parsnips are all in and
of extra good grade, but some are a
little large. Last year they were too
small to harvest. In fact we have not
had parsnips the past four years, till
now.

Carrots are a big crop and the best
grade we have had for many years.
Turnips are also of good grade and
quality; some a little large but sweet
and tender. It takes sales talk to con-
vince people that they are sweet and
tender, not strong and bitter like tur-
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nips grown in the spring, and summer
months.

We still have not got the proper
pumpkin. The Orange Winter Lux-
ury pumpkin that I brought from
Oregon is good shape and size but has
poor color and a netting that does
not appeal to the public. Right up
to the last day, Sunday, the 31st,
people want pumpkins but they want
larger ones than we have. Last year
we had plenty of large ones left over,
because most of them were lop-sided
and poor shape.

November lst. The weather is true
to form today, cold, windy and really
raw and uncomfortable outdoors. Am
sure glad the boys got everything out
of the ground and into the storage
cellar for the winter trade. Its my
first idle day since early spring. To-
morrow [ will vote, then I will begin
to pack my grips for the Chicago trip.
On the way I will stop at Sioux City
and Moberly, Mo. If you do not like
my travel trips and the International
Stock Show notes just drop the editor
Simmons a card protesting. If every-
thing goes as planned I will be in
Richland, Washington, for Christmas,
Portland and Oregon City for New
Years and my birthday, I still have
them, then later at the cabin in Twin
Lakes, Tdaho.

GARDEN CLUB GLEANINGS—

(Continued from page 132)

The Centerville Garden club held
their first meeting of the fall ata 1:30
dessert luncheon at the country home
of Mrs. Donald McMurchie. Sixteen
members were seated at four flower
decorated tables. An interesting pro-
gram was given, by each member tell-
ing of her vacation, which took us to
Canada, Mexico, our own Black Hills,
and other places in the U. S. The
afternoon ended by taking a walk
through the garden. Sounds like fun.
Come again Mrs. McMurchie. P. S.—
Thanks for the lovely program book,
all hand printed, and so very neat.

The September meeting of the
Community Garden club, Miller, was
held at the Don Rock home in St.
Lawrence. Roll call topic was con-
servation suggestions, and Mrs. Archie
Joy had charge of the lesson on plan-
ning and planting. An article was read
on ““The National Home of the Garden
Club Federations” at St. Louis. The

birthday song was sung for Mrs. Stella
Crossman, club president, and she was
presented a gift from the club. Mrs.
Robert Dixson was assisting hostess.
Their October meeting was with Mrs.
Archie Joy, Mrs. Ella Porter assisting.
The program, presented by Hilda
Walker and Pearl Lilly, was on ‘‘Min-
iature Gardens,”” and roll call was
answered by giving a poem about
flowers or gardens. Mrs. Crossman re-
ported more ‘‘Litterbug’ material had
arrived for schools and to be used on
car bumpers. The club plans to plant a
shrub in the spring, as a memorial to
the late Frank Rockwell, who land-
scaped the park. Election resulted in
the following being the choice of the
members: Natalee Bassinger, president;
Stella Crossman, vice president; Emma
Dixson, secretary and treasurer. Officers
will be installed in November, at the
Hilda Walker home, with Mary Camp-
bell, installing officer. Mrs. Campbell
has installed the officers every year
since the club was organized. She is
also their very efficient reporter.

I hope you all have a happy
Thanksgiving, with much turkey and
the fixins’. Sioux Falls Garden club
resumed fall activities September 2nd.
August 19th the club members were
guests of the Everett Raab’s, in their
beautiful garden for the one picnic of
the summer. We have had two very
fine speakers, thus far, Mr. Don E.
Johnson, local landscaping architect
on landscaping and Mrs. A. N. Shafer,
who illustrated her subject with colored
slides of countryside and gardens. Our
present officers have been retained for
another year. Mrs. E. W. Ledyard
being appointed program chairman.
We are looking forward to a good,
full year. Mrs. Olaf Gulbrandson was
hostess, October 28th, for the annual
Hallowe'en party. Community sing-
ing, led by Mrs. Everett Raab, with
her violin, and games, made up the
evening’s entertainment. Mrs. Olaf
Gulbrandson, secretary.

Quips heard at the Colorado state
meeting:

You are getting along in years
when the hardest thing to raise in the
garden is yourself.

Good gardening is largely a matter
of taking pains, mostly in the small
of the back.

The best garden club is the hoe
handle.
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AFRICAN VIOLETS

from
PRAIRIE FARMER

This article is for the thousands of
women, and men too, who would like
to raise African violets but who have

trouble making them thrive and
bloom. Anybody who likes flowers can
raise saintpaulia and get generous

bloom the year around. African violets
are remarkable flowers indeed. They
stand the warm, dry atmosphere of a
heated home very well. They ask only
reasonably good care and plenty of
light, but no direct sunlight.

They are easy to propagate by leaf
cuttings. Get a leaf from a friend and
you are in business. Plant breeders
have produced hundreds of varieties,
not only the conventional purple, but
pure whites, pinks, wine reds, laven-
ders, in single and double tones, single
and double flowers, ruffled edges, dif-
ferent petal shapes, not to mention
countless different leaf shapes.

African violets have learned to like
civilization. They love fluorescent
lighting even better than sunlight, and
thereby hangs a most important tip
to the violet grower.

You can supplement weak window
light with fluorescent tubes dropped
to a height of 14 to 24 inches above
the plants. They like the longer day
which results from leaving the lights
on during dark days and into the eve-
ning. What is more, by installing
fluorescent tubes you can turn the
darkest basement into an excellent
violet nursery or indoor greenhouse.

They Do Well in Basement

In fact, violets thrive especially well
in the even temperature of a base-
ment. Cuttings can be started on base-
ment benches, the “‘babies’” can be
grown to maturity, and full-grown
plants promoted to living room as
they come into full bloom.

Most economical are 40-watt tubes
on simple fixtures, hung 12 to 24
inches above the plants, depending on
the number of tubes and concentration
of light. You can ‘‘save’” light and
electricity by pasting aluminum foil
on nearby walls and under shelves to
reflect light. Fluorescents give much
light for little electricity, so they are
inexpensive to run. If you install them
in a damp basement be sure to properly
wire and ground them.
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Saintpaulia enthusiasts are full of
ideas about how to succeed. All the
more reason why you shouldn’t believe
all you hear. These four rules of care,
presented in the order of their im-
portance, may help you:

Light. African violets can’'t take
much direct sunlight, but they do
need lots of light. That's why they
seem to like a mnorth or northwest
window. The greatest single reason for
failure to bloom is lack of sufficient
light. Fluorescents will save the day
for you if you don’t have right kind
of windows.

Sanitation. Get rid of sick plants.
Put newly acquired plants in “‘quaran-
tine”’ for a month or six weeks before
you put them with your other plants.
This rule applies to gift plants as well
as purchased ores. When you repot
plants, sterilize old pots by baking in
the oven or boiling in water. Use
sterilized soil mixed with clean sand
or vermiculite. If you are a beginner,
it may pay you to buy the commercial
African violet soils that are on the
market.

Watering. Water thoroughly with
tepid water, but do not water too
often. Let plants dry out pretty well
between waterings. You can Wwater
either from the top or from below.
It's best to alternate methods. Warm
water will not spot leaves, but you
may still want to avoid splashing
them.

Soil and Feeding. Soil in the pots
should be loose and crumbly. Peat
moss, vermiculite or sand in the pot-
ting mixture will help keep it loose.
FertiliZing is not as important to
blooming as one might think. Add a
little complete plant food containing
nitrogen, phosphorus and potash to
the watering can once a month or so.
As you gain experience you will work
out your own system. Use fertilizer
sparingly.

If you have never raised a violet,
here are the simple rules:

1. Cut a leaf cleanly from the plant.
Put water in a small glass, preferably
brown glass, cover the top with wax
paper or foil and insert the stem
through a hole in the paper so that
it is immersed in water while the leaf
is kept dry.

2. When the stem has grown a
batch of roots an inch long, trans-
plant leaf carefully into a small two-

inch pot, using soil or verimculite.
Keep well watered by setting small
pots in saucers or muffin tins, or partly
burying in a cake pan filled with
damp vermiculite or sand.

3. When tiny plants have developed
around the foot of the leaf and are
about an inch high, separate them
carefully and plant them individually
in two-inch pots. Use same watering
method as with the planted leaf. If
the parent leaf is still healthy, you
can repot it and raise another “litter.”

4. The tiny plants will grow rapid-
ly if moisture and light are right. Here
is where fluorescent light is very suc-
cessful. When the plants are about
three inches across, transplant them to
three-inch pots. At this stage they will
grow like mad and will soon set buds.
Under good conditions you should be
able to progress from the cut leaf to
the first flower in six to eight months.
The time varies with the plant variety
and also the season. Even saintpaulias
seem to grow best in spring.

5. As plants grow, keep the pot “on
the small side,”” although it will be
necessary to shift to a bigger pot from
time to time. Some violets will bloom
almost continuously. However, short
periods of rest are natural. If you
have fluorescent lights, you can start
them blooming again by putting them
back under the lights for a time.

ROUGH GOING
from
CAPPER’S WEEKLY

The young man applied for a job
as a clothing store salesman. The
store’s manager pointed out a suit of
a particularly hideous color and de-
sign.

“Sell that,”” he stated, ‘‘and you've
got a job.”

The manager left him on his own
for the remainder of the afternoon.
About five o’clock pants torn, scratches
on his hands and face, but with a big
grin.

“Well,” he cried triumphantly, “I
sold the suit!”

““Congratulations,”” said the man-
ager, ‘‘but I see you met with some
sales resistance.”’

“Oh, no,” said the youth. ““The
customer was easy. My trouble was
with his seeing-eye dog!”’
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SECRETARY’S CORNER
by
W. A. SIMMONS

Sometimes the
opening of ones
mail is unexpect-
edly rewarding.
This morning a
nice letter with
that most beauti-
ful 5 cent stamp
on it, came from
Mrs. H. E. Lys,
a faithful life
member, living at
Ottawa, Ontario,
Canada, and in it I found a money
order for $10, a most generous dona-
tion. She says she reads everyone of
our magazines and says: ‘“When Mr.
Porter passed I felt that I had lost a
personal friend, though I had never
met him.” She formerly lived at Dau-
phin and met Dr. Hansen several times
when he visited their Dauphin Gar-
dens. Thanks a lot, Mrs. Lys.

The following weather report is
contained in one of Dr. O. A. Stevens’
botany newsletters, and don’t sound
too good: ‘““The summer of 1954 was
rather unusual but of course, normal
weather is an average of many degrees
of variation. Low rainfall in July
caused crop damage in many parts of
the state. August and September rains
delayed harvest and caused damage to
grain. The summer rainfall was spot-
ted, many places having local flood
conditions that Fargo was fortunate
enough to miss. The north central part
of the state had exceptionally heavy
rainfall which severely damaged the
durum wheat crop.” We hope the man
with a hoe won’t take it out on the
party in power in the November
election.

Simmons

Visitors to our village could hardly
have missed seeing our big clock in the
Courthouse tower, or heard its melli-
fluent voice as it rang out the hours,
telling us when we should be hungry,
at noon, and when to reluctantly
knock off work at 5 p.m. when we
should so much rather remain at our
interesting work for several more
hours. But in the course of time, like
some of the denisons of the building,
old age crept up on it and some of our
girls were getting thin from not being
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reminded when to go out for a coffee
break. This, of course, could not be
allowed so our county commissioners
sent down to the factory, at Ottawa,
I1l., and had an expert come here to
change the works and bring it up to
date. Also they washed its hands and
face, putting rouge and face powder
on the latter, so it is again a thing of
beauty. After the job was finished, the
expert told me that his grandfather
made the clock and his father installed
it, some 50 years ago. I questioned him
about his family and was glad to know
that he not only had several sons but
also two grandsons, so if the clock
needs attention in the future, experts
will be there to repair it.

Was very glad this morning (Oct.
18th) to have a nice visit with Mr.
H. E. Beebe, life member and ex-presi-
dent, of Hollywood, and his lovely
wife. He was here to dedicate a gift to
Sioux Falls College, made by his late
sister, Mrs. Perisho. Friends were tak-
ing him around to see the new growth
of our town, and prudently he wore
no hat, so as not to lose it when
gazing up at our high buildings. He
left with me a letter he had received
from Mabel E. Sensor, formerly with
the DAKOTA FARMER, of Aber-
deen, but now living at San Diego,
Calif. She wrote from a hospital,
where she had endured two operations,
but was so far recovered that she was
going home in a few days. We hope
nothing interferes with her complete
recovery.

The time is fast approaching when
many magazine subscriptions will ex-
pire. Remember that we have a maga-
zine subscription agency, by which we
can save you money on subscriptions
to any magazines published in the
U. S. Send us the name of the maga-
zines desited and we will quote the
price we are able to get it for. We are
always glad to handle your subscrip-
tions and save you money.

In sending in her magazine article,
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