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Table 5. Wages of South Dakota Farm Labo� 

Quarterly Wage Rates (as of first day of month shown) 

Per Month Per Day Per Hour 
Year With �ithout With Without Without 
and Month Board Board Board Beard Board 

1948 
January ------ ---------------- $ 99.00 $137.00 $5.10 $7.00 
April -------------------------- 108.00 146.00 5.30 6.80 
July ----------- -------------- --- 118.00 157.00 5 .70 7.60 
October ---------------------- 124.00 164.00 6.80 8.70 
1949 
January -----· --------- ------- 111.00 140.00 5.60 7.30 $ .96 
April -------------------------- 117.00 142.00 5.60 7.20 .95 
July ---------------------------- 118.00 144.00 5.70 7.40 .97 
October ----------------- ----- 113.00 138.00 5.80 7.70 .98 
1950 
January ---------------------- 106.00 126.00 4.95 6.60 .91 
April -----------------··---·---- ·  106.00 131.00 5 .00 6.60 .88 
July ---------------------------- 111.00 136.00 5.50 7.30 .91 
October ------- - -------------- 117.00 140.00 6.10 7.80 .98 
1951 
January ---------------------- 109.00 130.00 5.40 6.80 .95 
April -------------------------- 128.00 151.00 6.00 ?.40 .99 
July ---------------------------- 133.00 154.00 6.60 8.30 1.05 
October ---------------------- 137.00 160.00 7.30 8.90 1.05 
1952 
January ---------------------- 120.00 149.00 5.80 7.20 .98 
April -------------------------- 134.00 165.00 6.20 8.00 .99 
July ---------------------------- 138.00 161.00 6.80 8.60 1.00 
October -- -------------------- 136 .00 164.00 7.10 8.70 1.05 
1953 
January ---------------------- 118.00 149.00 5.70 7.40 1.01 
April -------------------------- 135.00 163.00 6.40 8.10 1.02 
July ---------------------------- 137.00 160.00 6.80 8.70 1.03 
October ---------------------- 135.00 160.00 6.90 8.70 1.03 
1954 
January ---------------------- 123.00 154.00 6.00 7.40 1.03 
April -------------------------- 131.00 162.00 6.00 7.80 1.00 
July ---------------------------- 138.00 161.00 6.80 8.30 1.02 
October --------- ------------- 131.00 160.00 6.60 8.20 1.02 
1955 
January ---------------------- 114.00 152.00 5.70 7.20 98 

Source: South Dakota Ag,·iculture, 1 954, South Dakota Crop and Livestock Reporting Service, 
Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 
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In addition to this surplus agri­
cultural population, Mobridge and 
Pierre both are located on the east­
ern edge of Indian reservations. 
Unskilled labor would be plentiful 
from this source. However, some 
training would be necessary to 
utilize this source for mechanical 
work. Skilled labor would probably 
have to be imported into the state. 

The existing labor rates in South 
Dakota are given in tables 5 and 6. 

Community Labor Situations 

South Dakota communities, with 
the exception of Sioux Falls and Ra­
pid City, do not have any sizeable 
industries and do not have a skilled 
labor pool on which to draw. 

However, South Dakota is a sur­
plus labor area. The rural popula­
tion is declining. Many young peo-

ple are trained in South Dakota's 
educational institutions and then 
leave the state to seek employment. 

The people of South Dakota are 
becoming extremely aware of this 
migration of the younger genera­
tion. Through their state govern­
ment, local chambers of commerce, 
and other civic groups they are ac­
tively promoting industrial devel­
opment in the state. Any industry 
locating in South Dakota could ex­
pect a very favm;able attitude to­
ward its location in this state. 

Transportation Facilities 
Mobridge is located on a hard­

surfaced road, U. S. Highway 12, 
and on a main line of a transcontin­
ental railroad, the Chicago, Mil­
waukee, St. Paul, and Pacific. There 
is excellent rail service east and 

Table 6. Measurement of Hours and Earnings for Selected Industry Groups in 
South Dakota, July 1953 

Industry 

Av. 
Weekly 

Earnings 

All Manufacturing --------------------------------------- $63.38 
Food and Kindred Products______________________ 63.27 
Meat Packing -------------------------------------------- 71 .03 
Dairy Products ------------------------------------------ 39.01 
Bakery Products ---------------------------------------- 6 1 . 1 1 
Other Foods ------------------------------------------------ 60.50 

Lumber and Wood Products________________________ 54.1 1 
Printing and Publishing________________________________ 77.16 
Stone, Clay and Glass Products*__ ________________ 66.58 
Metal Products ---------------------------------------------- 66.35 
Chemical and Allied Products _____________________ 64.30 
Mining and Quarrying ---------------------------------- 75 .26 
Public U tilitiest -------------------------------------------- 59 .68 
Contract Construction ---------------------------------- 85.54 

Av. 
Weekly 
Hours 

42.9 
42.7 
43.9 
39.7 
45.2 
45.2 
40.4 
41.5 
50.2 
46.5 
42.5 
46.7 
40.3 
46.3 

Av. 
Hourly 

Earnings 

$1.48 
1.48 
1.62 
1.20 
1 .35 
1.34 
1.34 
1.86 
1 .33 
1 .43 
1.5 1 
1.61 
1.48 
1 .85 

Source: Employment Security Deparunent of South Dakota in cooperation with the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics. 

*In South Dakota, principally cement products. 
tExcept transportation. 
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west from Mobridge and excellent 
roads for truck service in or out of 
Mobridge. 

Pierre is located at the junction 
of U. S. Highway 83 running north 
and south and U. S. Highway 14 
running east and west. Pierre is also 

located on an east-west line of the 
Chicago and Northwestern rail­
road. 

Figures 10, 11, and 12 show the 
primary highways, railroads, and 
air routes in South Dakota as of 
1956. 

Figure 10. SmJLh Dakota primary highways, 1956. 
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Figure 1 1 . South Dakota railroads, 1 956. 
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Chemical Requirements livered price to Mobridge and 
Virtually none of the chemicals Pierre and the location of the sup­

necessary for the pulping process plier are to be found in a recent 
are available in South Dakota .. A publication of the South Dakota 
list of most of the chemicals needed Resources Commission.26 
for paper making, as well as the de- 26/bid., p. 24 .  
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Figure 12.  South Dakota air routes, 1956. 

Conclusions 

The purpose of this study was to 
determine which areas in the State 
of S.outh Dakota have the necessarv 
requirements for a paper plant u;­
ing straw as a basic ingredient. 

\i\Tater is the limiting factor as far 
as raw materials are concerned. 
The only sites in South Dakota that 
have a known water supply of 3 
million gallons of water a day are 
alqng the Missouri River. 

The best site along the Missouri 
River as far as raw materials are 
concerned is the town of Mobridge. 
At this site, straw and water are 

plentiful and the other raw mater­
ials are readily available. Pierre and 
Chamberlain are less favorable 
sites in terms of straw production. 

The conclusions given are war­
ranted with respect to a hypotheti­
cal plant using 50,000 tons of straw 
a year and 3 million gallons of wa­
ter a day. 

If the water requirement is de­
creased through changes in the 
technical process or if the water 
could be reused, then the whole 
northeastern quarter of the state 
could be considered for possible 
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plant locations. This would include 
such towns as Aberdeen, Webster, 
Watertown, Redfield, Miller, and 
Huron. Fmiher research is needed 
on the industrial process to deter­
mine the feasibilty of the reuse of 
water in this process. Further re­
search concerning the production 
process may show new ways of mak­
ing paper in smaller plants more 
readily adapted to the area. Also, 
if more water becomes available to 
these towns through development 
of underground sources or through 
diversion of Missouri River water, 
these towns would definitely be 
possible sites. 

Other possibilities exist. A plant 
could be built along the Missouri 

River ( Mobridge, Pierre, Chamber­
lain, Yankton ) to use straw pro­
duced east of the river and wood 
pulp produced in the Black Hills. 
This possibility would depend on 
the technological feasibility of a 
plant using both straw and wood 
pulp as raw materials. 

The evidence indicates that pa­
per can be produced from straw 
and that South Dakota has the ne­
cessary raw materials for produc­
tion. 

The important question for fur­
ther study is the local market 
situation for paper. The answer to 
this question will determine the 
feasibility of paper production 
from South Dakota straw. 


