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Adults are interested in child care as a career 
(attend meetings, read books, are part of a day
care support network, have ties to other com
munity agencies), not just a temporary job. Ask 
about this. 

Adults do not spend all their time with one child 
while other children have nothing to do. 

Male as well as female adults are employed by 
the center or available in the home. 

No physical punishment. 

Children 

Children appear happy (laughing, joking) around 
adults. 

Children are busy and involved (n!)t wandering 
aimlessly, just sitting and staring blankly, waiting 
for a long time). 

Each child spends some time interacting (playing, 
talking, working together) with other children. 

Children seem to enjoy one another (help, smile, 
show approval, play). 

No fighting (hitting, pinching, kicking, grabbing 
toys). 

Children are in relatively small classes or groups 
in the center (no more than eighteen preschoolers 
or eleven toddlers or seven infants); in a day
care home, a small number of children attending 
(probably not more than three). 

Both boys and girls present. 

Age spread of children is about two years. 

Children are observed choosing a new activity 
on their own. 

Parents 

Staff encourages parents to visit any time. 

Staff is willing to answer parents' questions or 
talk about the program. 

Staff agrees with parent about discipline and 
child management. 

Individual Child 

Program is appropriate for particular needs and 
temperament of child (fill in for individual child). 

Yes 

Totals ____________ _ 

Did not 
No observe Yes No 

Did not 
observe Yes No 

Did not 
observe 



Choice of several activities (story, music, paint
ing, puzzles) much of the time, except during 
naps, mealtime, lessons. 

Full range of activities available to both boys 
and girls (dress-ups, housekeeping, dolls, climb
ing and riding equipment, cars, trucks, tools). 

Both children and adults involved in cleaning up 
after activities (clearing table, folding laundry, 
putting away paints). 

Some or all of the following materials: paints, 
crayons, pencils, paste, clay or dough, sand, 
water, scissors, paper, buttons. 

Two or more of the following toys and equip
ment: riding toys, climbing equipment, pull toys, 
balance beam, pounding toys, stringing toys, 
nested boxes. 

Building or construction materials: wood, card
board, boxes, blocks, building toys. 

In outdoor play area two or more of the fol
lowing: blocks, cartons or boards for building, 
sandbox and sand toys, slides, riding toys, see
saw, balance beam, tires. 

Play area indoors where no furniture or objects 
are off limits. 

Toys and play materials accessible without asking 
(on low, open shelves, in toy chests). 

Teachers, Adult Staff, and Care Givers 
Enough adults to provide individual attention 
(probably at least one for every six children, 
more for children under three years). 

Adults explain clearly what they want in words 
children can understand, often kneeling or bend
ing to the child's eye level when speaking. 

Adults use encouragement, suggestions, and 
praise rather than orders, commands, prohibi
tions, criticism, or reprimands. 

Adults respond to children's questions. 

Adults are observed to teach children sometimes 
but not all the time (teaching may be informal, 
explaining, labeling, reading). 

Some sort of educational program in evidence. 

Adults have had some training in child care and 
child development. Ask about this. 

Yes No 
Did not 
observe Yes No 

Did not 
observe Yes No 

Did not 
observe 


