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NINE YZARS CPF FFA FRCSHRESS IN
SOUTE DAKOTA -- 1944-1383

SECTICE I
INTRODUCTION

Wnat nas the FFA of South Dakota accomplished since
1944? What effect did World War II rnave cn the organi-
zation and what has been its growth and development since
this time? Does *the state FFA chapter contlnue to gzrow
with the national organization? It is the purpose of this
study to get at leasst part of the answers to these questions,

In 1945 Arlington Eddy submitted his thesis, "Fifteen
Years of Future Farmer of America Progress in South Dakota
1929-19244," This study 1s hereby presented to add to the
information already given by Mr. Eddy and to bring the

history of the South Dakota FFA up-to-date.1

A Statement of the Problem
Since World War II certain changes 1in the national FFA
hiave been noted which in turn have affected state and local
organizations., As an example, the creation of the National

FFA Foundation has greatly increased the numbers of awards

l. Arlington Eddy, Fifteen Years of Future Farmer of
America Progress in South Dakota 1929-1944.




wnicn are obotaninable not only on the national level but
8180 on tnc state and local chapter levels as well. The
formaticn oI tre national F¥A band and cr.orus hias Deen
brougint about since tiie wer, anc nere too, we find

anotrrer type of activity whicn was not cconsidered prior to
lod7,

Chepters n:ave srown Ircressed interest in extended
tours, and it is felt tnat a statement regarding tne types
of trips conducted would ve valuatle and helptul. Also,
te types of get-tougetners; mixers or gatrerings, whicn are
held snould be interesting and informative, therefore, a
questlionnalre was prepsre? and given to eacn acricul ture
instructor and tre results tabulated. Tnis information can
e used as a guide Il'er departiments tarcugzinout tnhe state.

The changes in thie State Constitution and Program of
wOrKk should be noted, Also ¢l Interest are tiie revisions
in tre staive judging contests tiat have been made to bring
tnem tu trne level o! tne national contests, :

The administration of tne Vocational Agriculture
prozram 1s creatly facilitated by organizing ti:e departments
into di stricts. 1t is well to note the arrangement of tne
districts and to compare those or 1945 with the present,

The sciiools are placed in tineir various districts by the
State Superviscr o1 Agriculture XSducation and greatly said

nim in carrying eut the phases of the progran.

Definition o1 tne Terms

Any reference to the Program or Work will mean the



Procram of Work of the State Assoctation, srnd reference to
trhe Constitution will be to thst c¢f the State FFA Consti-
tution. State Farmer refers only tc members of the South
DaVota TFA who heve attsines th!s jionor. American Farmers

alsc refer only to those 3outh Darots FFA memters who have

)
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wirnrers well g3 memoers of trie Naticnel WA Band and
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Chorus refer only tc the South Dakota bovs who were zelected
for these various awerds, The letters FFA have become tlie
recoznized symbols for the ruture Farmers of America and

will e used In thls paper as such,

Sourzes of Iaformation

Tne information ror this paper wes acqouired through
the State Depsrtment of Fublic Inestruction, Flerre, South
Delota, They include the iautes of Weetinzs of the FFA
Executive Commj Ltee, the State Constitution, State fFrograrm
cf Work for Fra, Minutes of the South Dakota Vocational
Lericulture Teachers Association, Mirnutes of the State
Conventlion and througn the State Reports of Vocational

Agriculture Teachers.



SECTION II

GAZANGES TN TiE 3TATE FUTURE FARMERS OF ANIRICA

Chanzes 1n the Program of liork
During the pericd of trnls study we Iind that cur
country wes involvwsed In g larece militery enterprise~-uorld

wWwer II. During the year of 1944-45

rn
-
A

(B

1ac

ct

)

eatly 12 el the natlorgl +trend srnd 1t 1= found tnat

durineg thet tima2 activitises telrg greatly stressed were

0

3 ~
'

points sucihi as:

1. Salvaging scrap.

2, Assisting with farm labor,.

3., HKeralrins and reconcditioning fer: machinery.
Tomrtng mgr toncts and sterims.

€. Recoznitlion ol cemters in the armed Icrces.

Ey compariascn, the zr

; iram Of work Ior tre year 1951-

o
c . ~ 3
o2 stresszed the followlne:s
l. 1Incressing size of farming rrosrams.
2. Devalopnent of leadership.
3. Encouraglsz surervised recreaticn, especisglly
nrzing interchapter competition where
prsctical.

It 1s only logical that the state program of work sheuld
fcllow alonz with our nationel effort, and this was carried
out. One cannot btut notice tl:e continuance ol postwar
effort when he studles the program of work and its effort
to provide for more and better leadershlp training. 1In this

reper, 1t 1s not possible to list each change that has been

made during tlie nlne years that asre covered in this study;

2. State Frogram of vork, FFA, 1544-45, pp. 5, J.

3. State Program of Work, FFA, 1951-52, p. 25.



Fowever, the changes listed elve a picture of the trends of
tiie state rrogram. It can be stated thiat a stesady prcwth
nes beern evidenced and that the state organization has been
well eware of thrhe coniitions whichi affected our nation's

agriculture,

nanges in tre Constituticn
Cnang Irc trhie Comstitut

Chiar.ges 1n the state cornstitution :gve been very limit-
ed. During the reriod of Vorld War II 't seemed sdvisable
£o amend the existing constitutlion at tlie State FFA Dalecgete
Session, April 16, 1245. The Irollowing emendments were

.4

adopted:

Amenc Article 17, Section C and D, reragraph 1,
by striking out the words "for at least one year
imnmediately."

Amenc second peragraph of Article VII of the
Zy-Laws to read as follows:

"In cass a local derartment of Voestionel
Acriculture in wiich a chertered chapter of
FrA !s located 13 discontinued, the chapter
sc Irvolved may be rermitted to operats
officially feor a period not to exceed 36
months from date of the diacontinuance of
the department in the school concerned,
providlng proper supervision and guldance
can te glven to the chepter work by a member
of a school faculty raving thie approval cof
the State Adviser. 1ILocel chapter charters
must be surrendered to the State Adviser at
the end of the 36-month period iIndicsted if
vocational gariculture i1s not in operation
agein at that time."

The purpose of these amendments 1s quite clear. The
war neriod had greatly depleted the number of iInstriuctors

aval lable and 1t was necesssry for the various schools to

4, State Constitution for South Dakota Association of
FFA, Attached Amendments.



close thelr vocatlonal agriculture departments. The state

assoclation felt a 3esire to continue local cligpters for

V-
9]

as long a per

<

2 as possible. rFor tloge departments dls-
continued an extension ¢I time from the ofh2 year to a tilrce-

year perliod was granted lor onaration o' ¥FA chapters if

\V]

'3

roper suparvision and cuidance were provided,

hald at 2rcokings, South Dekota, the constitution wes
brouzh®t up-tn-3ata to corresroad tc the natlonal FFA constl-
tution. To tre list of officers of the stgte assoclation

was ztded the ofilce of Sz2ntinel. The reguirements for

"

States IFarmer were chanzed te rosd, "and nave a satisfactory

schnolarahip record certified ty the local schocl superin-

U

tendant or principal," rather than, "be in t:e upper 40%

of fthe class in schiolarship in all schodol suljects during

the entlire period of seconidarr-school instruction completed

s

==
5 - - - (9]
at the tire of ardlication for tne States Farmer Decree."
Thils same chiange wgs made 1n the corresponding clauses.
in the reqguirements for Americsn Farmer Degree gpplicants.

At the 3tate FFA Convention in 1953 the fcllowlng

emendments to the constitution were adopted:o

l. Cornstitution, Article V, Secticn C, Require-
ment for Chapter Farmer Degree, Parscraph 7,
changed from $25 to $50.

2. Constitution, Article V, Section D, Require-
ment for State Farmer Degree, Paragraph 6,
changed from $250 to 3500,

5. State Constitution, Scuthr Dakota Associetion of FF4,

Fe« S
6. State Jonstltution, South Dakota Association of FFA,

Supplement of 1853.



3. Constitvtion, Article V, Section E, Require-

ment for American Farmer Degree, Paragrapn 3,

changed from %£00 to €£1,000.,

Anotiter change In tie conztititiuvn nreovided for those
remoers who were in ¢col stznding at trze time o!f induction
:nto the Armed Forces of tre United States o1 America, sand
w0 wished to remain in tne rrA. ‘'nls chenge provides that

an indivioual mey maintain his mexbdersnint in thne orcani-

zaztion until his twenty-fifth birthday, instead ot Lis

rtiiday as applies to tihicse whe are rnot called

L Nis

twsnty-Lirst b

frto military service.

Changes in tle State Judging Contests

Trie state rF4 [2dging cintests were disrensed with in

v

o

1-44 ar.d again in 1v45 dae tc tize war snd te transportation
dirficulties which ircluded such things as gas rationing,
tires, and tiie like. Trey were reopenzd in 1945, The
vullic speaking contest was held in conjurnction witnh tne
state delegate cornvention in 1v44 and 154595,

The contests held in 1946 were: Daliry-Cattle Judging,
Crops Judging, Livestock Judring, Poultry Judging, Cream-
Zrading, Farm Mecnanics, Meat Judging and Speech.

These contests have continued as such with minor
changes. In 1948 i1t was felt that the poultry contest
should consist of a team or trhree members instead of two,
and that cihange was instituted that year. The poultry
contest was brousght up to date to correspond to thne
national contest and has continued as sucn.

At the State fLgriculture Teachers' Conference in

Ausust 1¢52, 1t was decided to cnance tne cream-grading



contest to tie more complete dalry-products judging contest,
Th.is required a derinite change in tne contest procedure
g rvle3. During toe Iall of 152 judzing schools were
carried o Ly meiiters ¢l tue Dalry Husbandry Department of
Scuth Darots State College to acqueint tie vocational agri-

culture te-c:er

(2

wtno tite new contest. "niz contest gs out-

ixt

lires waz rn2l? for ke firat tive irn April 12 n con-

junction with tne other stete Fri judging contests.



SECTION II1I

STATE LEVEL CuhTESTS AND AWARDS

Stute Contests
Tnere are many ewards whicih tnhie *FA provides tnrouzh

+

D

t.e state crcerlzstion. Tiie most rewardinc ol thiese i1s tle
winning o! a I'irst plece i any ol tne steste -FA Judging
ccntests wi.icn are held in April of eacii year at Soutn
Dakots State College. The contests were held in thelr

p

entirety for tre first time after world War II in 1¢40,

A table showing tiie results of these contests during

tine years c¢f twils study is as f'ollows:

Year Contest vinner

19406 Dairy Madison-Eastern
Livestock )Milbank
Foultry Nessington Springs
Crops Webster
Creem SraZding viecstier
Tarm bdecuanics Plette
Meats Madison-Eastern
Speecn Platte

1947 Dairy Milocank
Livestock ¥ilbank
Poultry Groton
Crops killer
Cream Grading Groton
Farm Mecnanics Sisseton
Meats Brookings
Speech Milbank

1948 Dairy Rutland
Livestock Platte
Poultry Groton
Crops hNiller
Cream Grading Dell Rapids
Farm hecnianics Gregory
Moats Miller

Speech

Madison-Eastern



Year

1949

1503

As iIncdicated in Section II,

Contest

Dalry
Livestock

Foul try

Crops

Cream Grading
Term lechanics
Neats

~ -~
LEClacn

Dairy
Livestock
Poultry

Crops

Creem Grading
Ferm Mecunanics
Negts

Speeci:

Dalry
Livestock
roultry

Crocrs

Cream ~%rading
rarm kechanics
l'eats

Speech

Dairy
Livestocer
Foultiry

Crops

Cream Grading
Farm Mecnanics
lreats

Speech

Dairy
Livestcck
Foultry

Crops

Dairy Products
Farm Mecrnanics
Neats

Speecn

Winner

HFuron

ruron

Lean
hadiscn-Eeadle
Cernton

Le..:on

Miller

';—‘:.’11’3 211

Miller
Alcester
Chester
Miller

Marion
Sisseton
¥adison-Besdle
Wtatertown

ILennox
Ecan
srookinr~s
webster
Tettysburg
Wetertown
Brookings
Marion

Rutland
i1lTcark
Madison-Beadle
Wetster
Sturgis
Gretcn
Madison-Beadle
Dol and

El1¥% Point
Clark
Madison-5eadle
Brookirngs
Bridgewater
Barnard
Madison-Eeadle
Marion

the only contest held

10

during

1544 and again in 1945 was the public speaking contest witn

Madison-Eastern winning in 1944 and Platte in 1945.

Competition has always given incentive for individuals

and groups to improve trnemselves.

¥Whenever atudents are
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brought together from all over tne State to compete with

ot:e anolhier, they alsdo exchange 1deas, meet new faces and
get a betiter uniierstanding v. tre problems wnlcri confront

a ¢£reat State suc:i a3 ours, wit.. its difierent types of
farming and farm practices. Perraps as mucn or most of tre
velus derived I'rcm tiiese contests lies in tnese associstions,
and, sltaouch we recognize the wirnners here, we should
certsinly not leave tre impression that tnis is tre primary

purpcse for nolding thoer.

State Farmers

Requiremerits for State Faermers remained tlie sume Juring
ti:e war as In the past, titese are: The candidate must r.ave
earned Z250,00, at least 2/3 o which: wes acquired thirouge
his productive projects; nhe must have attaired the degree
oI Cnepter Farmer; and Le :uzt have completed or be in his
tinird year cf vocaticnal agriculture in hign sciiool,

It follows quite naturally thet the number of State
Fermers would be small while there were comparatively few
chhapters. towever, 8s new departments were opened, tre
number of boys who were granted tne degree of State
Farmer increased. wi.en one considers thst trie Natiohal
Constitution limits tie numter who can attain this degree
to two percent of tne active FFA members of tne state, the
growtn in numbers for Scuth Dakota 1s remarkable.

State Farmers teke a just pride in their acrnievements.,
At the time ol tne state FFA convention, these boys are
rresented their certificates of acnievement plus the State

Farmer pins. There is a dignity to the presentation with



1ts significance of ach!everent which impresses all who

ocuserve and parteke in the prcceedings., It is a signal
cr tcr a student of agriculture te te swarded this
decree.

e

A list of *‘ne State Farmers for South Dekota from

Iwda shrkugn 1448 1s Sncludesd Irn tne aprendices aa

2112
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SECTION, IV

AWARDS WiTH NATICIAL INPLICATIONS

Netlcral Foundation Virners
reglaring with the 154€ schiool year, an lnnovaticn,

"
4y

t

e

[

inke i}
Hitn

18

e
-

|93
—~
]

o)
fo

tre FPA gwards were made posaible; and

1 Je

r>uwndation wss orgasalzed, Altiicugdi the orzenization is a

Yy In itsell, 1t micnt Le well to refrecsh ourselves on

A rxrour of businessmen, manufscturers, wiiclesslers,
retallers, etc., had erpressed a desire to contribute to

the 7, It was Telt that the orecanization shoild nct

Yeticnal Foundation was set up. These bus!ness people
could contritute to the foundation, and the foundation in
tura would use thre money as the boa?d 0! trustees shculd
direct.

Throush the Lational Foundation, nct only were ngh', '
awards on g national basls mede possible, but also, on the
state level, It 1s well to mention that on a lcocal chapter
level, awards in tre form of medals are also pocssible

One cannot neln but notice that these state awards
hsve not always been given. 1In crder for a student to be
eligible for such an award, ke must make g proper appli-
cation, have it sizcned by the instructor and elther the
schocl superintendent or principal and then sulmit 1t to
the State Supervisor for competition with other applicants

tihirouchout the stete. 1If there are no applicants fer an

108083
SOUTH DAXCTA STATE COLLEZE LIBRARY



award,

14

such as Star Daliry Farmer, naturally none is given.

For the atcwve there is one award, State Star Fsrmer,

that 1s selected from the applizcsants for Stete Farmer for

thet Tils Loy,

year.,

make a specific apnlication for 3Stete

Stsr Farmer.

for South pakots from 1t4& through 1953

Year Contest cr Awerd

Fublic Spearing

Public Speaking
Farm Mechanics
Star State Marmer

Stste Initiated
Eroieect

Public Speaking

Farm lechanics

Star State Farrer

Flectirification

State Initleted
frcject

Public Spesking
Farm Mechenics
Star Farmer
Electrification
State Initiated
Froject
1949 Pubtlic 3peaking
Farm kechanizcs
Star Marmer
Blectrification
Star Dalry Farmer
State Initlated
Froject
Soil and Water
Management

Winner

Jordon E. Zeck, Platte
Gordon L. Beck, rlatte

James L., Pufahl, Miltank

Ira We Cashman, Wessington
Springs

Miloanlr Cligpter

Canton Chepter

Williem ZBusk, Milbank

Duane Winguist, Milbank
'Williem Busk, Miltank
Lewls Pearson, Sisseton
Volze Chanter
WHadiscn-Eadtern Charpter

John Grosg, Madi son
Donald Peterson, Canton
Melvin McCulloch, WVilbank
Derald Reads, Canton
Brooklngs Chapter

Vclga Crapter

LeRoy Fehurel, Tyndall
Glern E. Lang, Brooklngs
Darrell Davis, Milbank
Eugene Ingebrigtson, Canton
John C. DeHoogh, Marion
Volza Chapter
¥adlson-Eastern Chapter
koland 3zhwanke, Watertown

althouzh making a report, does not

wirg 1s e 1list of FFA foundsgtion awerd winners

Amount
$1C0,0D

100.00
109,00
100,00

44,74
44,74

1CC, 00
100.3C0
100,00
100,00
59,21
58.21

1G6C. 20
100,00
100,09
100.00
63.61
63,01

100,00
100,00
100.00.
100.09
100. N0

55645

65.45
100,00



Year

1959

—
0
(@
AN

1653

Contest or Award

Pullic Speaking

Star Farmer

Star Dalry Farmer

Farm ¥echanlics

State Tnitliated
Prcject

Froject

Futl:z Speaking

Ster Fermer

rerm Safety

Farm kechanics

Star Dairy Farmer

Soil and Water
Maragement

Staete Initlagted
Project

Puvlic Speaking
Star farmer
Farm Mechanics
Klectrificatlon
Ster Dalry Psrmer
Soil erd Water
Management
Improving
Acricul ture anmd
Lecdershiop

Winner

Palrer 3ergh, Watertown
Tromzs Adler, MIlbank
Maeynard Fanneman, Madison
Gere Zoellner, Croton
Wadlson-Eestern Chapter
Cleri Criapter

Lrthur Defoocch, Marion
"lgir Yelbon, Madiscn
Clifford Schott, Groton
Lernox-3undstrcm Charter
Brookings Chapter

Clsrk Chspter

Uolgnd
Clark

Dor.eld Mendel,
Far21d Wookey,
Huron Chapter
Dale Hggen, Alcester
Harold Klelnhans, Alcestsr
Ray Stukel, Gregory

Broosinzs Chapter
Clark Chepter

wiclter Oriman, Marlon
Lowell Gisselbeck,
wWilliam Mertens, Milbank
Laler Larguardt, 'iatertown
Jack ¥alter, Groton

Juane cewell, Gregory

Madison-Beadle Chapter
Clark Chapter

Watertown

15

Amount

300,00
100,09
100. 00
100. CC

74.52
74,82

1CC.20
100.90
160,00
100,00

€0,17

50,17

100, CC
102,00
100,00
100,00
100,00
100.00

83,70
€3.70

100,CQ
100,00
109,00
100,00
10C, 00
10C, S0

219,69
219.69
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SECTION V
NATIONAL FFA CCNVENTION

Delecates

The FFA continaed as an active orzanization throughsut
tre war vears, ALlthough travel h2d tc Ue curteiled and 1t
was 1nadvisatle to attempt tc hold & convention where larce
delesaticons from each state would te in azttendance, =2till
1ts work was carried on. During these yvears only, the
cfficlel Adelegates from the various States, Fuertc Rico,
and Hawsll were In attendance. The convention continued
to e heli in Kancas City, Misscurl In the f311 cof each year.

L) .- .
~

The tgte FIL, under the dlirection of Mr. Z. BE. “rton,
Plerre, S-uth Dakots, ceontinued as an active orgenization
end sent ! s ofricial delegates each wear. 1In 1946 travel
restrictions were 1lifted and 1t was ageln possible to sen
large dele:ations. ‘Whenever there 1s such a meeting with
the magnitiudes of the Natlonal FFA, it 1s inadviseble tc
permit all persons in attendance to conduct the bLuslness
ernization., Tu make it function more smoothly,
officlal cdelegates from each state act on the business of
the convention., Each state and territorisl possession that
has an assoziation 13 permitted to have two officlal dele-
gates to represent that particular eres.

In Southh Da¥ota the usual practice nnas been to have
the stgte president and one other state officer gs officilal
delegates. These Loys are provided funds from the state

association to help them w!th thelr expenses. Thelr dutles
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include attendance at all delegate sessions, represent the

South Dsakota chepter to the hest of thelr gbility, and make
“helr officlel repcrts of that convention at the following

state FFA convention,

Followine 13 a 2ist of the Delezgtes to the National

Conventions Awring the years of this study:
1945 Dewei® Zngluni K¥i1lbark
william suller Erooxingss
1840 Frgncls Van Sambeek hillbank
Loyd kinor croorircgs
1247 Sordon EBeck Flatte
Jonn Collins Brookings
1¢45 Lawrance Lutz WebDster
Melvin McCullcoch Milbank
1394S Clifford Stevens Milbank
Darrel Dean Miller
19E0 Rorert Pguman Clark
Roland Sciwarke Watertown
1531 Roger Anderson Alcester
Clarence Heilman Leola
19562 Loren Engel Brookings
3 Lawr3rce Carson Madison-Eeadle
1952 Lewell Gisselbeck ¥atertown
llark Telfeler Sturzls

Chorus and Band Memters
In 1947 a National FFA Band was orgznized and per-
formed for the first time at the Natlional Convention that
jear., Its success stimilated the development of the
National FFA Chorus in 1948. It was the intention of the
FF4 to draw from 1ts larze membersnip the best talent
possitvle, to tring them to Kansegs City, Missourl for a few

days prior to the nestional convantion and to have them

furnish part of the enterteloment for tliat convention,
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The grcup immediately earned and won the respect and
admiration of all who have been privileged to attend these
conventions. It has teen & wonder and an insvirstfon to
hear them sing and play as one large, well-trained musical
associetion,

From the teginning cf these sroups within the natlicnal
orzanjzation, the South Dalzota FFA nas contritbuted members,
Thiese boys are selected by thelr local chaptera, through
recormmerdation of the music Instructor in the local =sclioola.
Tr.ese applicatiors are submitted to the state adviser wio
ir turn submitas them for final screening on a national level,
From these applications the directors of the hand snd chorus
make thelr final selections.

Each boy who hes taken part in either of these musical
¢groups must feel a Just prride in accomplishment, for
certeinly he hes particirated with” a fine group cf young
men from every part of the Natlon.

Folleowing 1s a 1ist of the South Dgskota members of the
National FFA Chorus and the National FFA Band and tke names
of the schools they represented:

South Dakota Members cof Natlional FFA Chorus

1943 Fred Eisland Canton
Arthur DeEoogh Marion
Darrell Cummings Plstte

1949 Lvle De Haan Plette
Eldron Valness Sisseton

1950 Roger Anderson Alcester
Dwight Knuteson Platte
Rotert Carlson Alcester

Arthur DeFoogh Marion



is that of American Farmer.

1851 Ronald Schallenkamp
(Accompeni st )

Warren Skinner

Falmer Berzh

Clair Wilbon

James CZo2lwmson

—
[{¢]
C"\
o

Clinton Tschetter
Roger Pearson
Buzenz2 Sinon

Jgiz lagent

Harold Stasintack

Bverett Krutsen
KRoger Fearson
Tonmy Rogers
Kotert Slunecks

Bridgewater

Miller
Katertown
Madison
Miller

Huron
Sisseton
“oven
Kadlson
rrookxings

Centerville
Sisseton
Niller
Filler

South Dalota Members of hational FFA Band

1¢47 PDarrel Cummings
1948 Bugene Kleinjan
Trnomas Adler
Lyle De Hsaan
16 <€ Nell Helsabeck
Thomas Lcng
FPinillip Little
Allen “tearns
1950 Curtls Fauth
Faril Reeve
Gene Ninnsmann
Dale Petsrson
1651 Dean Rcbinson
LeRoy Wangsness
1952 Eldon Hol:wieler
Bernard Helfter
1553 Curtis Brudos

Lerry Lelghton

American Farmers

Plette

Volcgs
Milbtisrk
Platte

Clark
GCeddes
Vatertown
Canton

Bridgewater
Erooklirgs
Platte
Clark

Miller
Miller

Chester
Doland

Sisseton
Rutland
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The highest degree that a boy can attain in the FFA

some of the qualifications for this degree.

It might be well to review

Een Nelson,

in

his study of Future Fermers of America who were awarded the
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Degree of American Farmer, has thoroughly covered the
avalifications,

The wourg man rust heve completed three years of
vocationel a.riculturec; he must elreedy ve o State Farmer;
from his productive rrojects he must have earned arnd saved
or profitable invested Iinto farming, $500.20; ard ne must
hhave bteen out of school at least crne year. Tne roung man
must ve an active member of the FFA ard must show a definlte
eptitude for farming.

During the years of thils study, the problem of esrning
#8500,00 has been a very small obstacle, however, the state
aszccistion ¥z limited tc the murter of arplicants it can
submit to trhe nationsl office by the rule that it 1s allowed
but one American Farmer for each one thousand actlve FFA
members or mejor fraction thereof.

Thls mle has made the selection very Adifficult in that
there rLave bteen years when more boys have been eligible than
the number restricted by it, and the committee has Lad to
screen gsome of the apolicants to conform to that number.

For a number of years Southh Dakota wes permitted only
one American Farmer due to 1ts limited enrollment. By 1949
the organization had grown to permit two srd in 195Z, the
South Dakota FFA submitted three boys for approval as
American Farmers,

It may seem that the Natlonal FFA has teen rather strict

7. B. T. Nelson, A Study of Future Farmers of America
Wrho Were Awarded the American Farmer Degree from the South
Dakote Assocliation During the Years of 1530-1950, Inclusive,
pp‘ 7, 80
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on this matter, but when one realizes the nhigh regard with

whiciy *1nle honor i1s held, it is well to malntaln high

standards 1o keeplne with it, Only by meking anl alrering

ality can threre be develcped men of

a 1llst orf American Fermers for South Dakota 3ince 164
1s 23 follows:
1945 Virgil Thiele Milbank
1240 Willliam Buller tvockings
1947 Francis Van Sambeek Milbani:
1948 Loyd Miror Brookings
1549 Wil1Zem Busk }Milbank
Lawrenice Iutz letster
1950 Jay ‘ieln ‘Nebster
Darrel Deen Miller
1651 Darrel Warkenviilen- Clark
Derrell Davis - Milbark
1652 Tom Adler Miltank
Clifford Schoectt Greton
16583 Roger Anderson Alcester
Everett D, Hanson Clark
kaymond Stukel Gregory

(1!
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SECTION VI

SOCIAL GATHERINGS AND TRIFS

A feature of tre FFA which cre must not fall to con-

sider when discussing tr.e program, 1s the type or types of

Fe

FI

ha)
ot

soclal gathirings and trips Ra Ve beswe cer=irsdl oW by

2

tire cliapters throudicut the state. An ovar-gll picture of
thess gstherings seem qulite in order at thris time., In order
to obtain the necessary dats a questionnaire was given each
vocational agriculture teacher in the state z::d a total of
fifty-five replies was received. A sample of the question-
raire is included in the appendices as Aprpendix A. Tahle I
is a compilaticn of tnls guestionnaire.
TARLE I

SCCIAL CATHERINGS AND TRIFS FOR SCFOOL YEAR 1981-52

ITEMN NUMBER

Social zatherings:
Father-Son banquets 20
Farents-Son Banquets 17
Fathear-Son Mizxers 11
rarents-Son Mizxers
Bl ghth Grade kight
FFA - FHA Ficnic
FFA - FFA Party
Freshman Fether's Meeting
Ferents-Freshman
Farent Night
Tun Night

HOMOH A&AHDODOD

Trips:

Types
Fishing Trips
Visit other Departments
Summer Tour

¥ho Attended
All Members
Juniors and Seniors
Senlors

—

-
<O ® O+ o

— e — - o e — - — e s — sa
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The table quite clearly indicates that banouets,
whether father-and-son or parent-snd-son, are still a very
popular type cf social event. The totsz) of trirty-seven of
nis type of gathierins reprecents a larce portion ol tise

derertmer.ts who returned the cuestionnaire. Cf the filty-

. e o+ . - " _—
'] ve raturns onld ons

[

nal

ct
D

ne gsocigl catrerings whete-

s

a

Q

[}

soever., TFerty-two indicated that thelr derartmente keld

el ther a btanguet of liie types indicated cn tlie talle, or a

mixer, ire giowed that thiey neld two typec ol scoclal

%

)

gatirerings, wihille three departments Lell tharee durincs the

year.

4

wlvers of the father-cnd-son type are gprparently the

e

most popular, with a total of eleven indicatinz that this
tyre hacd Teen held by thelr departments during the year.
Otrer tyces of mixers gzre quite varied, tut they 4o ind!-
cate a 3esirzs on the part of lceceal éhapters tc previde gn
cpportunity for yourg reople to develop the!r social atti-
tudes. Mizxers vrovide an informal atmosphere that makes
fcr Zreater freedom of expression; perhaps it 1s this
feature witlch has seemlingly made them so popular in recent
years.

The arswers to the questiosns ecncerning trips are of
interest. It 1s quite appearent that the summer tour is the
first choice with eighteen replies indicating that their
chapter indulged in this activity. Fishing trips wers
sacond with six reporting, while one chapter made a visit

to enother department, making a total of twenty-five trips

taken during the year of 1651-E2.
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The personnel thst partlicipated in these trirs sliowed
a remarkavle balance wlth elght departments indicating that

81l chapter rembers attenied, ten tonk their Jjuriors and

senlorsg, wliile severn linmite:

‘“hen one analyzes this, 1t 3¢ appesrent thnat the majorlty of

ted to thelr

tiie chapters feel that the Trips shovrld ULe

ad ™ ~ - e * , - -~ ot o) - -
cldsr rmemlers, especlally thelr junlior and serior studen

ct

8

ha) 4 - L o - 1 - + LR
2 nicre., o] ' Pl
or just to the asenicr It 13 possitle thgt a 1 . cn

N

the smaller groups.

N

o = R Kl = 4 e + —~ 1
Lransporcation malkes 1t desirgble toc take
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SECTION VII

DISTRICTING OF SOUTE DAYCTA

Tie oproblem of arranc¢ing tie Scouth Dglkota schonls intc
d! stricts tliat make for e workeble urit, has been a sore-

oy - 11 SIS I % {ortie 9 ~ - +°, - < +
wrmot Aifficult one, Tne size of the state, and =% 3ome

(Vs

timez, 1'mited numbters of departments snd distance crne from
another, heve made changes inev!table.

The agb3ence cof instructors was the greatest factor in
the closing of depertments during 'mrld War IJ. As men
became gavallable, departments were reopened increasing the
number to eventy-one in 1¢5&., Waen one considers thet this
15 3 comparatively repid growth from twenty-e?!zhit departments
in 1944, 1t must be realized that certain changes would te
nEecesSssry.

In 1944 there were only five dletricts--1, II, 11I, IV,
and VI. It is noted that district V was omitted, in order
to keep these districts functioning as efficlently as pcssidle
and td keep the schools grouped within their own areas and
rea]iiing that there would be future grcewth and development;
district V was left free to functicn when devartments in it
were recpensad.

The following comparison of tne districts in South
Dakota for the years of 1944 and 1953 are presented. The
crowth in numbers of departments has been steady and points
to 8 continued and increased interest in vocational agri-

culture.



Districts in 1944

District I
Milbank
Keslyn
Webster
Clery

District II
2rooizl nzs
Chester
Dell Farlds
Mad? sor-FEeestern
Madison-Orland
Egan
Rutland
willer
Wwessington Springs

Districts

District I
Glark
New Effington
Sisseton
Wateir-town
Wilmet

Bryant

District II
Colman
Garretscn
Madison-0Orland
Flandreaa
Dell Rapids
Erookings
ILas¥e Freston

District 111
Bridgewater
Marion
Elk Point
Farker
rudson
Salem

District IV
Wapner
Tyndall
Flatte
Geddes
Winner

District III

Alcester
teresford
Canton
Perker

N atrict IV

Jurire

Winner
Armour
Platte

District VI

in 19583

Lemmon
Fettysburg
Newell

Willow Lcke
Webster
Koslyn
¥ilbank.
Waubey
waverly

Chester

Hgan

Madil son-Eeadle
Volgsa

Rutland

Elkton

Centerville
Beresford
Canton
Lennox
Alcester
Hombcldt

Scotland
Parkston
Burke
Gregory

26



District V
Newell
White River
New Underwood
Lemmen
McIntosh

@)
e
w
ot
3
o

™ O

T rsg gt

District VII
Leole
Croten
Sritton
oristol

Philip
Sturcls
}JBT' :in

cuffelo

w27

Wessington Springs
Letcher
killer
Delmet
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SECTION VIII

SUKMARY

Ristory ¢f the FPA in Scuth Dalcta up-tc-3date., An endesvor

By

mecde to shew that the state gassociat

A L T
on has Xept
. .

In ctep witl, trhe rnational cr:anization through arending 1ts

constitution, end alsc tv Zncluidinz in the progrsr of work

tlicse phases whicn will test serve the natfonal sri state

interests,

The study made by Arlington Eddy could rot show the
develcpments of the National FFA Foundatior. Althecugh it
i1s not trhe parpese of thiz gaper to review the workings of
tne roundstion, the writer has shown 3ome of 1ts mwerits
and has listed the awards presented to the members within
the stzte., NO ettermrt Las tesn made 1In thls study to show
the foundation ewards on a locsl-chapter level, however,
mention of these 1s made to emphasize the fact that the
Foundation operates on local levels as well as state and
ngtioral . Alembers of local cuapters may te awardsd Star
Farmer, Fsrm Wechanlics, and other awards snd receive a medal
from the Mational Foundation for them.

The results of the survey made in regard to banguets
end mixers tend to show that the local chapters recognize
th.e need for soclal Zeveloprient and are not ignoring this
phase of education. The writer 1s esrecially impressed
with the number and kind of mixers. There has been a de-
velopment in this Z!rection, especially as FFA charters

become so large that a tanguet does not provide facilities
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for the people who are interested in attending.

The trips take~ by local chapters have !niicated a
desire to provide wholesome anc educational recreation. 1In
dfecussions with g nurter of the Jnsiructcrs throuchout the

state

2
1

nlaces such a2s Yellowstone YNatlional Park, Cannda, or the 1like.
It 1s interesting to note that certain chapters have fcllowed
a sirilar pattern year aflter vear.

Tl.e grcwth of the rFA durlng the years of this study
ressive., As reflected by the numbers who have
received tre State Farmer awards, there has teen a gredual
growtn. Zach vocational agriculture department hed an FFA

Chapter in 135&. Thls speaks well for the orcenization and

1=

indicates its acceptance as a real and live institution.

There has teen no lowering of the standards for State Farmer

end the 15&4

5t

)

te Parmers will be required to meet the new
rem:lations g3 adopted by the state convention in 1953.

On a nationsl level, tre organizetion hes continued to
exerclse its richts and privilezes. There hava been dele-
gates to the national conventicn at Kanzas City each year.
Trie American Farmer aprplicants have fulfilled the require-
ments and have been In good standing nationally.

The National FFA Band and Chorwus hiave had members from
South Dakota and these boys hiave performed in a commendable

manner., All this has alded in the growth ard development

cf the state association, and ore cannct but te led to be-

w0

lieve 1t hss dons much to promote the FriA in the State as
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well as in the Netion.

The various departments are orcanized into Aistricts

s g

tc Tacilitate matters as tc loceal problems and condiilons,
At times tre districts Lave hsd to he spread cut due tc the

few departments, even so they have been active functioning

ool dr: & <okl chE in

or-anlzations., Tne comperiscn 2f sc

(n

[

1744 with 1353 eriphacsizes the great growtnn thzt has taken
plsce.

Tl.e wrliter feels that a history of the FFA of South
Dakota wlll help the organizeticn to grow. It 1s the pur-
pose of ti:ls study to show its growth and development for
tle period from 1344 through 1933, 1t shkould help to
answer the question, "What has the FFA done in South
Dakota?" Tkls evidence points to its continued growth
and saccess, .FFA hee contrituted te 3outh Dakcta, ard,

most certainly, 3outh Dakota has contrihuted to the FFA,
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Appendix A

WUESIIC.IVAIRS Un 'FA SAYZ2RINGS ARD TRILIFES

3]
Lor Scnccl rear 180l-052%

I. What tyres catilerings Lave your departrent conducted

sanaueis: Kixers:
Fatiner end 3on Fatner and Son
rarents and Son _ Parernts and Son

Ovners (IList)

17. Wwhat ftrips has your departmert talern:

Kinds of trips:

i
-

o Attendet

All lierters

Juniors an?d Senlors
Seriors

Otners (List)

#1'lhis questionnalire was submitted to the Vocationsl
Agriculture leacners at tne 1852 Annual Ccnterence four

Vocational Agriculture Teacners, Frookings, Soutn Dskota,

Augzust 1¢52.
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STATE FARNER DEGREE AWARDS BY YEARS

Carsten ). Berghein
“Wallace rawbusl.
ardell rfannenar
Jere LKagten
rodnew ‘Fall
Jugne .ci.illsn
Zarold Kroc
Tiomer agldecker
KFenneth ¥Yuenl
Eicnard vurla: d
lervin Zerklard
Dewaln Englund
wWillard De#dilde
kyron Sciwandt
Clifford Psulson

Loyd Ninor

Lyle Allison
Cecil Richter
3eorge Vanlove
reter Foldsal
irnest Dahl

James Adler
Francis Van Sambeek
rrancis Chaloupka
Lorrin Schwartz
Yerlin 3letveld
W1llard Armbtur
zerngrd NMNadfen
Ire Cashiran

John Collins
Russell Reeter
Kennetn %Wwyman
Darrell Roggow
walter Aasreim
Clin =ie

DJuane A. Ellis
Donald M. Peterscn
rendall Wwookey
Donald Smitn
Oliver Amdehl
Arthur C. Dcwns
Rotert (0., Owens
Rosert E. Vanhove
V¢i1lliam Busk
Gordon W. Johnson
William Vissers
Gordon Ellswortn Beck

Madlson-Esstern
l.adison-mastern
lladison-Zastern
rarker

Parker

wesslngtorn Sprincs
Yessingtorn Sprin-s
Lemaon

car.torn

zrooxincs
Zrodkinrcs

Milbank

I.ilbank

Milbank

Alcester

Brookings
3rookings
Madison-FEastern
tadison-Zastern
‘atiscr-Eaztar:n
Ladison-mastern
Miltank

Miltenk

-3 1bank

Centon

Canton

Canton

Wessington Springs
iessington Springs

)
.
2
Il

Brookings
Brookings
Brookings

turke

Canton

Cariton

Canton

Canton

Clark

Clark

Egan
Madison-Eastern
Madison-Zastern
Madison-Eastern
1.ilbank

Lilbank

Kiltank

Platte
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DAFOL TARMERS--

aurice Ahern
raul “ergman
“ene Austin

Jack A. ruanns

W
:[ 2

S P S
Lerncy HCFRTRAC
Jelter F1lafsor
tere Tatn
Letonte lese

Y
22vin 'eCxlloch
ene UWircuist
erinis Redeern
“Jallace Jcanscen
Frederick Fibbisun
Kotert t eene
Lawrence iutz
Jerold Eierschback
LeRoy SGrisve

Farold rurcz
Tobert Durland
Foger Telkemp
5lenn Lang
Frederick Eileslsand
Hoger Iverson
Loren *anscn
Alvirn 7. Ateln
Keitn Zoellner
Darrell lisck
Allen Schorneck
30b 0lson
Kennetnh Doering
Dorald Zricksen
Clifrord Stevens
Darrel Davis
Leo Lange

David Ecice
Darrel Dean
Fred Fetersen
Eugene FKleinjan
Jay Wein

=lvin Eie

Robert Schumacher
Arnold Sveeggen
Roger Johrsoun
Snerncld Anderson
Dwaine Minor
Rodney Foster
Allen Stearns
John Sorum
Charles 2urney

Ero2klines
procokinygs
Certov
Can®tor
Clark
Clark
Clsrl:

tu

e
i\
v

0

Y

OO bt

L‘

)

B

]

Lt
e L s

C
'I
N
@ o
Wm0
[
o @

()

Liltenk
l[1ller
»iller
Newell
Webster
Yiebster
wessington Srrings

W W
el

POy

o s

&)
e A SE

“rookxings
Brookings
Zrookings
Zrookings
Canton
Centon
Clark

‘Grouon

3roton

3roton

Groton
Madison-3e2dle
¥adison-Beadle
Madison-Readle
}ilbank
1ilbank
Milbank
¥ilbank
Miller

Parker

Volga

Webster
Canton

Alcester
Altester
Alcester
Alcester
Brookings
Brookincs
Centon
Centon
Cesnton



SOTTE DAKOTA FARIERS --

Ricrsgrd Carey

15E0 Zaroll Johrson Clark

(cont.) Robert Zauman Clark
Darrel iartent:ilern Clark
oy . 3

Fetiysourg

Eief: Kanfyll ettysiurg
James Leke iettysburg
Jne 3nerl pre o
S Peterssr JHEE DA
alecoard vorliste Irezony
Jene Zoellner Zroton
2evi% Sueltz Sroton

Sl ene [ DEmSlind Sroton
Ramon Larsen 3roton
Iraurice Skie Lenrox
Zorer lingramer Lenncx
vares 3chirspel liadison-Eastern
Jarlcwe loerxe }¥Milbanl:

.

Leon 3chliesman

Lecnsrd Angericier

Tiiomas Adler
Falph Zieger

Milbank
1711bank
Filbank
.i1ler

A v B e slefler Killer
Jdelwyr Dearliorn willer
Do Nason Platte
anland Zchwanke watertown
Carljle Maessig Wetster
Lyle Eerg iebster

waynerd yailtmirre
Loren wagner

Clifford Scrott

Wetster
ietster

o Ro.er Anderson Alcester
Jsacx Dolan Zeresrord
games Hunt Bridzewater
Serge Hansen Srookings
Duane Hartmen srooklings
Crville Zesscn Brookings
Roland Clson Erookings
Richard FKuehl Canton
*lenn Koen Canton
Curtis Renli Canton
Charles Alverson Chester
Ival Myers Chester
Jerry Bowden GClark
Donal d Larson > lark
Marlin Seiler glark
Boyd Yeadrick fgan
“Wesley Van Daalen Hgan
Robert Grilese Gettysburg
3arald Jones fettysburg
LeRoy Walker Gruegory
LeRoy 2ahr Groton

Sroton



SOU1r DAYOrh FARKERS =--

1¢51 LeRoy ¥rledricrisen Furon

(cont.) Ervin ¥Yratzieldt Furcn
en ruper lerrox
LIlYy Symens Lennox
Clapence Holipen lecle
hayrnard Zarr.emen lladison-Ya-ftern
Fire Tl.omas Yedtear-Dactern
Cigir “eliroz Me  S0Ha - Mg L 2l
Decr e Anferan: 13 lgene
Bleyd Toom 1’11tank
Suzsell Lowe t.iltank
Lyie W clidlleet: K5 1bani:
Irvain lloser Yilbank
Delmar IMawcett B gitscrs
Yercert ¥ines el e
Jolrn Karel, Jr. Tyndell
John Tevedarl Volga

almer Bergh Watertowr

Rollo Stoltenburg latertown
Marvir burg et ster
Roiert Duxtury seysington
cames 3wanscn wessincton Srrinzs

1252 ¥erton Turner Alcester
V. Dean Jokason Alcester
Dale Hagen Alceszer
Gordon Sevrerson mer 2 s ford
Loys Jduntice T=roctngs
Ivsn R. ¥anscn Zrcakings
Loren =ngel crooxings
Eldon Hohwileler Cnnester
Orin McConniel Canton
Jaras H., Vander$sluls Canton
Ross Wayne French Canton
Harold 'Wookey Clar:i
Dale Petersen Clark
Everett Hanson Clary
Dale Wookey Clark
Desne M. Antolne Flandreau
Dwayne Nelson Gettysburg
Max K. Neyhsart Jettysbure
Larry R. Sclmtterle Gettysburg
Jerry Houck Gettysburg
Ray Stukel Cregory
Merle A. Hsnson Gregory
Robert Iuedeke Groton
Richard Seeman Furon
Clinton Tschetter Faron
Robert Smidt I.eannox
Arlyn Fodness Lennox

Roger Foppenga Lenrox



SOUTH DA¥OTA PFARMERS --

15862 Lawrence Carson Madison-Cesdle
(cont.) James F. Nugent Nudlson-Peadle
Kaymond Zecker Marion

Dcnald Van Veen 13 lbank
Rorer Redeen Miluank
warren Siinner X2 1lbank
Thomss Elnes Miller
kotert Fawcett Midier
Llmer Sray Flatte
kiclierd Jackzaon Relfleld
m.cene lLittel mZerfisla
kayner2 Arcderson 5lscseton
Dennis Feterson Slsseton
Dick Jones Sturgls
Duane Viosje Vclga
Fickard Larson Jclga
Carroll Hackbart watertown
Joseph Nurphy Watertown
Richard EKausch Watertcwn
1553 tickard D. Lundgren Alcester

Rozer zZerbrandson
Roger Earter
lNorman K. Feterson
Donald Elverud

Larry S5, Barnett rrookings
Ierry J. Oliver Zurke

Jin Mathlesen Centen
Davit ¥, Pieslend Canton
Williem Engel Canton
RoLert Mitchell Canton
cerry O. Kirkeby Clerk
Norman H. Steen Clark
Archle Remmer Clark
Fenneth Mcore Egan
Duane Austin Elk Foint
kayrond V., Abrahem Elx roirt
Robert L. Chamberlin Flandresawv
Theodore ¥, Swanson Cettysburg
D. Jayv Dooley Gregory
Dvane Jewell Gregory
Jack Vielter Groton
Curtis Sombke Groton
Alvin Bshr Grotcn
Leland R. Jost rioven
Benard Straatmeyer Lennox
Wesley Bonnet Leclsa
Merlin M. Fauth Leola
Earley H. Hoffman Leola

Franklin R1lack
Norman W. Fischer

Paal Issac Enghrecht

ANlcester

bridgewater

Brookings
brocokings

Medison-Eeadle
Madison-Eeadle
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