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SECTION I
INYEODUCTION
The Prodlem

Acenrding to the Office of Admiasions and Heeords, the enrcllmemt
in Gredoate Edueation coursves at South Dakota State Collsge has greatly
increased in the past few yuare. The mumber of students receiving their
Masters Degres in Edusation has greatly increased since the first ane was
granted in 1930.

A gs=pling of some of the years revaalad that one stndant received
his Mantere Degree in 1948, two in 1949 and five in 1951. Im 1955 the
oumber of graduates had risen to nine. By the end of the 1956 Sumwer
Sessian, twenty-gix stndents vill have been granted a Mastere Degree in
Ednoation end it is likely thst the taepd will continue in future years.

The impurtancse of the Oradunate Education Program is not concerned
only with the gradnate stadents, but also those who are the recipiente of
their instruction.

It was felt that a student evalmation of the courseas would present
a satisfactory dasis for judging the sucocess of the (ruduate Education
Progrem,

It would sppear that the best asthad of evalunating a Gradunate
Progrem in Education would be by sn exmmination of the sltimate prudugtee
the stadent in the elementary or sssondary school. Such a stady is s0
involved and tims-consuming as to be impractical.



This stody ves damad oo the opinioms of mature séults who have had
opportanities to test the value of these ocurmes under actual sahool
situations. After all, who 1s more campeteut to judge the practical
valus of a course than ths individnal who makes use of it?

Pinally, it must be ampheaised that this study represents the
opinions of people. The fact that it is based on judgment does not
detract from its valne. Uradnata students will continue to influsnce
others and to be influenced themsslves by the opinions whieh they have
formed. 7This study is en attept to discover those opinions, with the
hope that the Graduate Program in Education and Psychology mxy contimme
to be of the greatest possible value in meeting the nsods of teachers
and administretors.

Purpose of tne Study

The purpose of this stady of the Oraduate Program in Education
and Psychology at South Dakota State Colhge is four-fold:s

1. To serve as a guide in futare curriculmm developmunt.

2. To enable graduate students to select those courses that
are most likaly to mest their needs.

3. To encourege the use of material in greduate courses that
will meet the needs of teachers and administrators in the
school.

L. To show the relaticaship between some of the factors invulved
in this stody end the cxmber of gradnate courses takwm.

It is important that the administration and faculty know how the

needs of the graduate students have dean met. The criticiam or praise



of a few individuels would shed 1ittle light upon the total situatian.
It is the anthor's dexire to obtain enough information so that tbe
perspective of the graduate student c=n be seen. This study is not an
attempt to rate the efficliency of the faculty. It is merely an attespt
to discover how practicel these coorses have been in actual school situa-
ticas. It is canceivable that a course vith an excellent Jjob of instruc-
tion might rate low in the opinion of eame students, vhen judged by its
prectical value in the claseromm.

The curriculum of the Graduate Edncation Divigicn, like those of
the elementary school, the high school, and the college has been developed
for the purpose of meeting the nseds of the students. The problem lies
in deterxining when these neods have bean mst. 7The degree of satisfaction
that ths greduate students express will help to serve as an index in
detarmining the success of the Uradunats Program in Education and Psychology.

The following statement was made by Ryland W. Crary:

Continuing sdaptation of the curriculom is actually the anly
¥y to insure stability of educationsl experience. Stability is not
insured by static program. —Wherevervlements of a static program becoze
nonfunotiornal, theyproduce spotty, irregular learning situations,
frustrsting—to the learner and damaging to bis security. Our objectives
may be more constant, and vital, if we are contimually evaluating our
program in terns of the effects cn the learners."l

Manty students who begin taking graduate vork have little under-
standing of the gradaate program. The courwas he pursues should coatribute
to fulrilling his needs. Thess needs will wvary accoiding to the indi-

videal and the end that he hes in view. It is hoped that the opinioas

1 Ryland W. Crary, Curriculus tation to Changing Needs,
Sehool Life, IXIV, (September Pe =



of the studeants who have taken these courses and have applied them in
their echools will help to serve as a guildepost in choosing courses
vhich are most likely to be of value to him.

A wvaluable source of information is the student guestiannaire.
It can be used by the tescher to evalunate his own teaching. Ralph W.
Dexter? told how it resulted in many changes in his teaching, including
changes in textbooks, use of teste, lecture methods, and class discus-
sions.

Definition of Terms

Practical Valne. When reference was made to the term Practical

Value, the concept explained here was the one the author used in this study.

¥illiasm H. Kilpatrick gives a good explanation of what the author
moans by practical valne:

®A thing has not really deen lparnsd until it can and will assert
itself in appropriate conduct.... Significant suggestions can come from
the worda of others, tut wiadom must be ane's personal ascummlation from
many successive persanal experiences critically studied.... Speoifically,
no generalisation can be given to another except as that person’s osn
prmsus axperience has fitted him to understand and use wvhat is given to
him."

Vebster's Dictiamary’ gives the following definitiocn of the word
"practical®: ®0f, pertaining to, or conxisting or manifested in, practice

or astionj—opposed to theoretical, ideal, or speculative.”

2 Ralph W. Daxter, A Questiommaire For the Criticise and Evalua-
tion of a College Course, School Science and Mathematics, XLIV:
(October 194)), p. 6LO-5.

3 ¥{111sa H. Kilpatrick, ¥hat We Want of Our Teachers, Kew
Bepublic, IXIV, December 21, 1953, Pa 12. i

b Webster's New International Dicti Seccud Edition Un-
abridged, Hascaciusetia: T6h: Farriss Faany 11922, pe 1937,




Same of the practical values of a course might be illustrated by
havimg graduate students ask themselves the following questions:

2. Do you feml that the students have received a better academic
odncutionuanmltotl‘mtakingthl course?

be. Do you have a better understanding of the students' problexs
and a greater ability to help solve them?

C. Are you abla to do your work more efficiently and with lass
strain and worry?

d. Are you happier in your work and do you receive a greater
satisfaction from 1t?

Oreduate Student. For the purpose of this study, unless ctherwise

impiied in the context, the words Grueduate Student or Studemt refers only
to 1956 Summer Session Graduate Students who have taken Gradupte Education
courses in Education and/or Pmychology prior to January 1, 1956 and were
engeged in the teaching profession during the 1955-56 school term.

Course. The word Cgurpg refers enly to Graduate Courses in Educa-

tion and Psychology taken at South Dakota State Collegs prier to Jamary
1, Hi
Limitations

The author feels that this study has certain limitations which
mst not be overlooked.

The opinionnaire was given to somewhat of a seleet group. The
proportion of women who participated in the study was very small.

This study did not gonsider those who did not contimue their grad-
uste work. Those who laft school would probably have a more eritical



attituds than those who returned.
Same of the factors that could have influenced the valunes placed
on the various courses are:
1. An overlapping or duplication of instruotion in the different
classes.
2. An inability to pimpoint or rumember the source of thess
values.
3. A lack of opportunity to actually apply them in the past
but the possibility that same of the lessons mxy have
futare valne.
h. Biases formed by pleasant or unpleasant claseroam situations.
S. Opinions based on differences in Instructional methods or
techniques.
Related Literature

A study made by lewis J. Menzel® in 1950 at South Dakota State
College is emevhat pimilar to this one in that it deals with the
attitides and opiniocas of students. It is entitled, "Survsy of Vetarmns
Attitadee and Opinions Relative to Thair Education at South Dakota State
Callege.” His questiomaire was givea to both graduate and undergraduate
stodents and dealt with departamnts such as Agriculture, Pharmmacy, and
Engineering instead of separuts courves as this study does. The nature
of his thesis was so different that it was not precticable to compare his
study with this one.

5 L. J. Menazel, *Survey of Vetaruns Attitudes and Opinions Relating
to Their Education at South Dakota State College", Research Problem, 8cuth
Dakota State College, 1950.



Warren 0. Covertd sent a questiamnaire to high school graduates
six years after they lsft high school. They listed the courses that had
helped tham the most and those that hsd helped them the least. Hame-
nmaking, Iadustrial Arts, and Agriculiure were of greatest valne and
fareign languages of least valme,

"In terms of the respanams to the "Why" question, it was apparent
that a great many of these youth msasured the value of their coursges in
tarmp of the help they received om their jobs or in further education.®?

Mr. Covertd felt that his findings indicated the need of a differ-
ent way of presenting same subjects and guidance services to students.

"Many of the values claimed were spparent anly to the teacher....
Although there are many valid objectioms to this type of questiennsire
study, such a project does gather the opinions of the greduates and
preamnts another view of the school program which is too iafrequently
seen by the teachers."’ 1
The zuthor was unsuccessful in finding a study similar to this

one.

Procedure

The information for this study wms obtained by distributing

6 warren 0. Covert, *Gzrad’s Opinionss Survey Provides Food For
Thought,® Clsaring House, XXIII (May 1949) 519.22.

7 Ivid. p. 519.
8 1vid. p. 2.
9 I»id. p. 521.
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uimpopruphed opiniamaires to all the graduate students in Ednaatiom and
Paychology who vere attending the 1956 Summar Session and had takmn
gradnate courses at South Dakota State College prior to Jammary 1, 1956.
T™he stuodets were asked to rate only those courses taken for gradnate
crodit at Scuth Dskota State College prior to January 1, 1956.

Rating the course consisted of putting a check undsr ons of the
column hesdinge. These heedings were as follows:

Ro Little Some Consider- Great
Value Value Yalue able Valne Value

T™he students ware asksd to bese thsir eanswers oz the practical
valus which they felt resulted frum tdeir graduate work in Education and
Paycbology -

™he author receiwed pemmisaion from Dr. J. Hoemard Kremer, head of
the Departasnt of Education amd Pagychology, %o circulate the opinicnnaire
enmmg the college classes. Dr. Krumnr addressed a letter to the Educe-~
tios and Pvcholod Staff asking them to cooperate by allowing fifteen
minutes of their tims to circulate and collect the cpiniommaires. In
most cases this was doms at the beginning of the elass perind.

The writar attended a Gruduate Edueation luncheon om the Scuth
Dabota State Callege cmmpus. Opportunity was given to explain the etudy
and solicit the group for any eligible gradnate students who had not
received an opinicsnaire. Four students received and returned the
epiniomaires, bringing the total to eixty. This resulted in what sas
belisved to be almost total coverage of all 1956 Summer Session Graduate
8tadents.

In order to obtain unbiassd opinians, the students were asked not
to sign their names. )
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Course Evaluations Based on Different Factors in Selected Groups

Introduction

The results of sixty opinicnnaires were first placed on a tally

ehoet to determine the total mumber of students taldng each course and

to obtain a eummary of the practical wvalue of esch course.

In ordar to make it easier to compare the varicus courses, an

arbitrary value was given to each column. A value of ons was givea to

columa one, two to column two, etc. This value was then multiplied by

the mumder of stodents who had taken the course. These products were them

added together and divided by the total aumber of students who had taken

the occurse. The quotient was tarmed the Index Number.

Por example:

Cansid

erable

Ko Little Same Great
Courwe Value Value Value Valus Value Total
Publiec School
Administration 1 3 16 21l 6 L7
xl 2x3 3x16 Lx21 Sz6
l1plus 6plus LB plus 8) plas 30 = 169

Lﬁ =z 3.60 Index Number

An Inidex Namber of 3.60 would indicate that the average rating

placed on the practical valne of Public Sghool Administration wvas samewhere



between Same Value and Considerable Valne. Since 3.50 is the halfwwy
mark bhetween the qumbars three and four, sn Index Hamber of 3.60 would
place the average practisal value of Publie Sehool Administration closer
to the Congiderable Value column than the Soae Value column.

The Index Numbers were figured for 4ll courses listed by at least
tan stndents. The oocurses were theén placed in order, with the ane having
the highest wvalue first on the liat. The total munber of studants wdo
had taksn the courss was given on Table II.

There asppaared to be wery littles relationship between the mumber
of students taking a course and ite Index Gumber.

Table 11 shows that the studants rated Workshop in Education first,
and Administration of School Guidsnoe Program seccnd.

The absence of students taking same of the courses oan de axplained
by the fact that these courses were recent additions. Others, such as the
thesis, are usually completsd st thln and of the graduate work.

The opiniomaites were sorted ascording to the amount of experience
the students had. It was discovared that they could be canvenlamntly
placed into three groups. Those having five yearev of axparisme were so
mammyons that they were placed in a gruvap Ly themselves. It was neces-
sary to gruoup the others in order to hswe a large encugh total with which
to work. The courses were placed an a tally shest and the totals were
added for eesoh column,

The Index Number was figured for each of the three groups by the
me thod previmmaly mmmtianed. In ardsr to maXe it esasier to compare the
three gruups, the evaluations were.also figured on a pereentage basls.



TASIR I

A Stadant Evalnation of Graduate Education Courves
By 1956 Suumer Sessiom Gradnate Studants
At Scuth-Dakota-State College

Opinionnsire
Explanationt Rate only those graduate courses taken at South Dakota
State College prior to Jamary 1, 1956. Base your evalus-

tion on the practical valne each course has bad in yvar
Job as a teacdher or as an administrator.

R

Ne Little 84-. erable Great
Ti Course Totals Value Valus Valne Value Value g
ﬁ Driver
Education 1 1
3. Fablie Bahool =
Adminigtration g's] B 22 6
3. Principles of
I I'”“..%‘LI“J MI. pE)
s - —

Aduinistration
T, Eheational

&

E

Neeasursnonts

Pub. Relations
Y. Enoational
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= joo b M B

Statistice
R, - o
Tt
I!:'En“m‘rn 0

hﬂorﬂmbr

FEE| FEF

ek BB
= W F

Kle. kd. 1
12 Thanad Ti- i £ L 1 1
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TARIE I (Contimed)

?itls of Course

Totals

S I SO 1

Mo Iittle Soms ersble (Creat
Valns Valve Value Value  Valne

. ° 00
TR T

1 2 3

14

d S

L 7w Y

M 6

ho
R

B Biotess i

of Schools

Mhm 8e

-

—gnd Orounds —
71 Hesearch Ka th.

;

—14n Ednemtion
2 IATRH. In

7 n
S

Hhulwwlmhﬁ'“l

% Vocational égb.

M;r\o\ogrwmmg%

= = = N O Y

—{a. B or g L.

Edueation

27, Theals In

Eduocstica
® (1) 1“1

Bt

-

v i

k) P
——Adoleoamnoe —

P —
e

2.

LI T 8 7

—Tuychology

Totale:

e? 93 155 67



TAERLE 11

Total Bumber of 1956 Smmnar Session Graduate Stadents

Bave Takwn Each Course and an Stndent Evalnation

of these Orednate Courmes in Education &nd Psychology
in Rank Oxder Rased on Their—Trmiax Eumber

Yotal Famber of
Eincation @ Parohology Tabm Tach Course _Inder Buster
1, Vorkshop ia Education 1 k.15
2. Adm. of School Ouidance Program 38 b1
3. Pringiples of Vocatianal Ed. 1 3.92
k. Educational Msasurements 15 3.%0
5. Elammatary Sghool Suparvision 26 3.73
6. Paychalogisal Testing 16 3.69
7. Seoandary School Supervieion 29 3.62
8. Publis School Administration L3 3.60
9. Esemreh Methods in Education 19 3.58
10. Bigh S8choal Orgenization end
Admintstration 2 3.3
11. Ednostional Statistics 29 3.
12. The 8ehool Curriculmm 15 3.0
13. Mantal Eygisne n 3.27
1lh. Organimation and Administration
of Elssentary XMneatim 17 3.2k

SOUTH DAKOTA STATE COLLEGE LIBRARY 116708



Four nore groups were separated on the basis of ths following
faotorss

Poaition Held.

Year In Which Courses Were Taken.

Pinancial Recognition of a Masters Degree.

Importance of the Content of the Course Veresus the Instructos.

The opiniannaires were separsted and tallied for each grwup. The
totals were added and the Index Numbeze and perventages figured in the same
way as the exmxple above.

Amount of Experisnce

TABLE III

The Average Pragtioal Yalue of Greduats Courses
Campleted at 8.D.8.C. by Summer Sesaion (raduate
Studmnts Based on their Years of Experisnce

e S F—— IV — Yo — CaneTisraRTs et Tl

===t Total Value Valoe Vslns Valne Value Sumber
Four er

lsas 19 1.5 10.LF  25.48 13.3% 19.k8 3.9
HNve 1,3 299‘ h-” xoz’ h0.6‘ 15.” 3.62
Six or

more 23 1.1f 3.98 24.3 47.08 23.08_3.88

The emount of experience appearwl to have little effect upon the
practical valnes placed on the courses. Those with gix ysare or more of
experisnce tended to rate the courses alightly higher,
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Position Held

TARLR IV

The Average Practical Valus of Gradnate Coursas
Campleted at S.D.S.C. by Summer Session Cratuate
Studants Based on the Position They Held
During the 1955-56 Sghool Year

Held Bumber hlnn Value JYalus able Valno Valoe fSumber
B.3. Teachers 35 06‘ 8.“ %07‘ !dlozx 20.“ 3075

Principals 15 1.6 8.7f 19.3% bL7.k3 22.88 3.81
Soperintandeots 6 k38 4.3 31.5%8  39.1% 2058 3.66

mpnmummmmmmmmmtmmu
rated them the lowest. The differences, however, were not grest.

Year In Which The Courses Wers Taken.
TANIE V
™e 4 Practical Valne of Graduate Courses Completed
by Samer Seesion (Grednste Studants at S.D.S.C.,

Based on the Year 4n Wdish the Courses Were Zaken

:__W

Year Coures ;o I%tu.l S‘L C(iklilhr- Of'lt Index

Vas Tebes Valoe  Valus  Valoe ahle Value  Value Wumber
1955 1.k8 5.0% 9.0  36.2¢ 27.7% 3.84%
195b 0 7.7% 7.7%  50.0% L.68 k.28
1953 6.58  12.9% 32,38 Sh.%% 3.22 3.65%
1952 or 0 3.08  39.48  L2.1$ 15.28  3.708
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The mgmber of coursed listed for 1952 or before was o anall that
it was necessary to group them.

The students who took their courses in 195) placed the highest
rating oo the practical valne of the courses. Amoag the other three groups,
the difference was quite smsll.

Financial Recognition of a Masters Degree.
TABLE VI

The Avarage Practical Valne of Graduate Courses Completed
at South Dakota State Collsge by 1956 Summer Seesion
Graduate Students, Based on their School's Financial

Bscognition of a Kastere Degree

FlnaneiaY T '
Recognition of Bo 1ittle Same Considex- Oreat Index
M NBo. Valns Valne Yalue able Value Valus FNumber

Bscognition 35 2.68 6.28 2Lk.2%  L9.5% 17.5% 3.73
So Becognition 23 78 5.8% 28.1%  L3.2% 22.3¢% 3.81

There was little difference placed on the practical wvalue of courses
by students from schools that gave financial recognition to students who
had Kasters Degress snd those that did met.
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The Isportance of the Content of the Course Versus the Instructor.

TAHLE VII

The Average Practical Value of Gradnate Courses Campleted by
1956 Suxmer Session Graduate Students at $.D.S.C.
Based vntheir Opinion as to the Greater Importance
of the Contant of the Course or the Instrustor

Studant's Youber ol"';o M"E'"Ugdﬁn- Et Indax

Opinion Bepliss— Valns Value Valne able Value Value Mmber
Instructor

More Important 38 1.08 5.685 30.3F l1.08 22.12  3.73
Coatent Nore

m 17 00‘ 90“ 20.5’ 520” 17-“ 3'79

The opinions on the importance of the instructor or the content of
the course had 1ittle affect upon the valnations placad upon the course,
however, it ehould be noted that morg than twiee as many greduats stadents
conxidered the instructor more important than the coantent of the eourse

e Inflnence of Different Factors in the Average Number of Courses
& tb Dakota State EM

The opinionnaires ware sortsd and talliad according to the following
factors:

l. Amcunt of Experience.

2. Position Held.

3. Financial Recognition of a Raster's Degree.

he The Importance of the Conteat of the Course Versus the Instructor.

The total number of courses fqor each group wse figured and divided
by the mumber of students in each group. This quotient represented the

averege numder of coursas taken by epeh group.
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Amount, of Experience.

TABLE VII1

The Average Kumber of Gradnate Courses Campleted
by 1956 Swmer Session Graduate Students at 8.D.S.C.,
Based on Their Yeare of Experience

Years of

Experience Numdar of Students Average Busber of Courses
b Years or Less 19 3.53

S Tears 1k Le93

6 Years or More 23 7.89

Teachere and sduministrators with six years or more of sxperimmce bed
taken an averege of more than twice as many graduate courses at South
Dakota State College as those who had four years or less exparience.

Position Held.
TARIE IX
The Awverage ¥umbar of Graduate Courses Campleted
by Studants Attending the 1956 Susmer Sessian,

Based on the Position They Held
During the 1955-1956 School Tear

Vaber of ﬁ Numbar of Courses
Position Held -Sasponpes- Campleted at 8.D.S.C.
High School Teachare 35 5.8
Principals 15 6.0

Superintendente 6 13.h




The swerage principal had takem little more grsduate work than
the avarage high school teacher. The average superintendent had taksn
nore than tvice as much graduate work at South Dakota State College as
either the average teacher or principal.

Finanaial Recognition ¢f Masters Degree.

TARLE X

The Aversge Bumber of Graduate Courses Completed

at 8.D.5.C. by 1956 Sumser Session Oraduate Students
Based on Their School's Financisl
Becognition of a Masters Degree

Pinancial Recognition Sumbar of Responses Averuge Mumber of
of Masters Degree Courses at 8.D.S.C.
Reoognition 35 SeSh

Bo Recognitiocn 28 6.0h

Although those who came from schools that did not give financial
recognition to Masters Degrees had akmn more eourases, it mmst not be
soncluded that recognitiocm of the Mastars Degree wvas not an incentive.
None of the six superinténdents worked in schools that geve financial
recognition of their Masters Degree. The emount of treining that tdey
bad taken wvas wery likely a factar in obtaining their higher ealaried
positions,

It is usually true that the larger schools have salary schsdules.
Nany wvho were working in schools thaeb did not have salary schedules were
prodably planning to move to better positions in larger schools.



The Importance of the Content of the Course Versus the Instruetor.

TABLS

The Averagze Number of Oreduate Courves Camplated
by 1956—Sumwsr Session Graduate Students—
Bassd an Their Opinion as to the Greater
Ismportance of the—Gomtent of the Course

or the Ingtructor

k- - - —— .. = . —————— e —
Fmber of - Average humder of Courses
Laspanses Taken at 8.D.8.C.

Instructor More

Important k1] 513

Content More

Important 17 T.12

Nore than twice as amny studants egreed that the instructor was
moTe important than tho content of the cocurse. It was interesting to
notice that those who considered ther contant of great importance had
takun an evaryge of two sore courses than those who thought that the
ingtructor wvas more important. 7Tedble VII showed that both groups
placed almcet the amme practical valus on the courses which they had
taken.

Hade te Students f t
s Graduste Educetion Ourrlenlin st Souts Daots Siate Gollege
The students were asked in the opiniomnaire to name other courses

which they thought ahould be tangbt at the graduste level.
Of the sixty opiniomnaires returned, twenty contained some type of
exggwstiaon, .
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Three high school teachsre asked for more elamentary courses at the
gradnate level.
Three principsls asked for courses in school law.
Pour students asked that gradvate classes present less theory and
sore Batarial of practical walne.
The courses or suggestions listed below were mentioned only one
time.
#1. Public Relations.
#2. 8ehool Finance,
3. Audio-visual.
ol. Industrial Arts.
%5, History of Industrial Arte.
6. Speech.
#7, Mathematics.
8. Math Methods.
#9. Technicsl Ag. Courses.
10. Practical Farm 8hop Courses.

#11. Advanced Peychology. (During the school year to in-service
tasghsye).

12. Teaching Problems.

3. Methods of teaching at advanced levels.
1. Bethods of setting up class schedales.

¥S. Subject content coursas of subjects taught.

16. More guidanoe couraes.
#Thage courses are noW offered at the graduate lewl. This fact was

Mmﬂnﬂdwd&ﬁou‘tamomotmwmtdt.



SECTION III

Summary

The ratings given by graduate students did not sppear to be
greatly affected by:

l. The amcunt of axperience.

2. The type of position held.

3. The yeer in which the vork was taken.

k. Financial recognition of the Masters Degree by the school.

S The students' opininons regarding the importance of ths

instructor or the content of the ccurse.

The average number of cocurses taken by the selected groups:

1, Increased with the amount of teaching experience.

2. Was more than twice as meh for superintendents as for
either high school teschers or principals.

3. Vas about the same in schools which gave financial recognition
of the Masters Degree as those which did not.

h. Those who thought that the content of the course was more
important than the imstructor averaged two more graiduate

coursse at South Dakote State College.

The greatest oriticiss came fram those who felt that coursea should
be mads more preotical and lses theoretical.
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Sonolusions

1. Most graduate students in Education and Psychology appear
to be fairly well plessed vith the practical value of the
graduate courses at Socuth Dakota State College.

2. 8ame courses vere of more practical value than others.

3. The practical value of the courses, rather than the cutside
factors, appeared to be the main criterion in evaluating
the courses.

h. The avarsge number of greduate courses caxpleted appeared
to be influenced by ssveral different factors.

S. Qreduate stuodents have needs that have not been met by the
presant Graduate Educatiom Program.

.m.tiou tos Farther 8tady

This iz a status study and does not attempt to explain why scme
courses rate lower than others. A etudy to discover how some courses
could de made more practical would be wvaluable.

This study was administerwi to a sslect group. A similar study
including those who have already received their Mastars Degree, those
attending during the regular texm, and those wvho have discontinuved their
graduate work would be more conclusive.

Although the writer does not fesl that any recommandations can be
made whigch are conclusive, he wonld like to make some snggestions that
are believed to be worthy of canaideretion:



1.

That counseling and guidmoe esrvices be made more readily
available to graduate students.

That members of the faculty consider the evalnation of

their osn courses with the help of student quastiamnaires.

2k
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A STUDENT EVALUATION OF GRADUATE EDUCATION
COURSES AT SOUTH DAKOTA STATE COLLEGE

Opinionnaire

Explanation: Rate only those graduate courses taken at South Dakota
State College prior to January 1, 1956. Base your evalw
uation on the practical value cach course has had in
your job as a teacher or as an administrator,

N 2 iS5
H bo T e
Course ;Year || No  Iittle |Some |erable |Great
Title of Course Number !Taken“Value Value |Value |Value |Value
1. Advanced Driver 119 I |
Education . - |
2, Public School 160 i
Administration !
3. Principles of 161 i T I [
Vocational Ed, | ; T I
L. Hs S, Organ. & '
Administration 163 1 i l
§. Educational 16L 3 f |
6__Measurements | |
. Psychological
Testing . 165 :
7. Institutional 165 =
Pub. Relations :
8, Educational 168
Statistics
9. The School
___Curriculum 169 :
10, Workshop in '
Education 208
11. Education 175 1
Seminar |
12, Seminar in i |
Ag. Education 176 : . | .
13, Prin, of College y |
1 185 ! i | |
eaching |
1/, Organ, and Admin, 220 | , |
of Ele. Ed. ! 4
15, Advanced Ed, : ; .
Psychology 2L0 ! ’ i % .




i TE Gl 3 1 o
; i i Consid- !
Course | Year l! llo | Little | Some | erable | Great |
Title of Course Number E Taken; | Value | Value | Value | Value | Value |
16, Adm, of School 2LS | I ' !
%uidance Frog, ,1L |
17. Ele. School i !
Superwgrision 20 I} *
18, Sec. School ! ! ]
Supervision 261 I t li
19, Business Adm, 262 ! :
of Schools i 1
20, School Dldgs. %l | ' ‘ ;
and Grounds 1 | i
21. Research Meth, 270 ' 1 |
. in Education 4 | |
2. Adult Ed, in
Vocational AgZ. il ] !
23. Supv.Farm Pract, 273 | |
& FFA Programs | i
24. Curriculum in 277 ' !
Vocational Ag. i
20. Research Prob,
in Ed.,or Ag. Ed, 280 1
26, Research in Ag, 282 |
Education ] |
Education ' | | !
2B, Psychological 165 | I
Testing [ i i
Hygiene i | . |
30. Social 167 | 1 I '
Psychology - | i |
31. Psychology o | !
= Adolescence 179 | ) !
. Abnormal 1 i | K
~ Psychology . ’ | ’ |
33, Advanced Ld, 2,0 | ; '

Pgychology




___ Male ___ Temale Years of Experience _ _

Does your school give financial recognition to advanced degrees?
Yes No

— ———

Teaching field last year:

1, Elementary: Grade or grades taught last year

2, High School: Subjects taught last year

3. Supervision: ___ Ele. Principal ___H, S. Principal ___ Supt.

What other courses do you think should be taught at the graduate level?

Which is more dmportant in determining the value of a course?
Content of the course ___ The instructor
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