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INTRODUCTION

This research problem is a study of the development
of a plan for the establishment and management of a farm for
Sturgis High School. It reviews the furiction of farms
operated by schools from the surrounding states. The writer
wishes to find the best way to operate and manage a school
farm, and determine i1f the educational value of operating a
farm in connection with the Vocational Agriculture Department
is benefioclal.

S¢hool farms sre opersted in many high schools
throughout the United States. The school farm functions as
a laboratory for farm boys to practiée the knowledge gained
in the classroom and to enrich their education while in
high school. Learning experiences are provided by the school
farm for some students that might otherwise be deprived of
the opportunity of actual farm experience. For many others
it will increase their knowledge of the farming business.

In addition to the educational value, many school farms

provide a revenue for the FFA to sponsor its many proJjects
and activities. The FFA sponsors and partiocipates in many
Judging contests related to agriculture, educational fileld

trips, and summer recoreational tours.



Bturgis, the county seat of Meade County, 1g located
in western Bouth Dakots neay the northeastern edge of the
Black Hills. The farm income in this locality 1s derived
oredominantly from beef cattle nroduction. Hay is the
most ilm-cortant erop, while wheat and barley with some

corn are also used in rotation zystems.



PURPOSE

In 1953 Sturgis High School was first given the
oprortunity to have a school farm. It was at this time
that the writer found it necesssry to make this study.

The purpose of this study 1s to determine the
educational value snd develov » vlan for the establishment,
finaneing, snd management of s school farm for Sturgis
High School. When these objectives are determined =nd
the advocated orocedures meet with the msvroval of the
board of education, the administration, and the agriculture

instructor, the farm will be established and overated.



DESIGN OF THE SCHOOL FARM

In July 1953 the United Ststes Government scting by
and through the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfsre,
relergsed to South Dakota State College 510.55 acres of lend
to be used for educationasl ourcoaea. This l1snd formerly was
a oart of the Fort Mesde Military Reservation. Fort Meade
no longer existed aa 2 military noat: therefore the l:nd
was no longer needed and waa declsred 28 surclus nronerty.
Through this agreement South Dakota State College felt that
it would be nrover to relesse nart of this l1and to Sturgis
High 8chool for an agriculture farm.

The Dean of Agriculture of South Dakota 8State College
and the writer of this nener met in May 1956 and inapected
the land to determine whieh eighty-acre nortion would be
best suited for the school farm. It was decided that »nlota
described as: Southweat Qusrter of Northwest Quarter, and
Northwest Quarter of Scuthwest Quarter of Section eighteen,
Township five North, Range six Esat of the Blsck Hills
Meridisn would best be suited for the location of the farm.
(Pigure I) It wss further agreed thst at such time Sturgils
High 8ehool f»ila to use the land a, sn educational device
in the tesching of agriculture, the land would revert bsck to
8cuth Dakota 8tate College. Any bui}dinga or im» rovementa



vlsced upon said pnlota by Sturgis High 8chool would be
appralaed and purchaaed by South Dakota State College if

1t becomes necesssry to revert the land.



PROCEDURE

The writer contscted the state suvervisors of vocational
agriculture in the ststes of Nebrsaks, North Dakots, Wyoming,
and 8outh Dskotes, and secured each sunervisor's nermission to
send a questionnaire to teschers who hsd s school farm.
(Aovendix A). A fsvorable renly was received from each su=er-
visor., Seventeen schools in these states nresently onerate
fsrms. Renliea were received from fourteen of the schools.
The schools with farming overations in surrounding atates
were chosen to fill out the gquestionnsire since farming
conditions in these states are more.likely to be similer
to those of South Dakota. A letter of exnlanations and the
Questionnaire designed to determine factors nezesssry to
the establishment of a farm slong with s return addressed
envelope were mailed to the sgriculture instructor in each
school. (Appendices B snd C) The schools used sre listed
below:

Nebraaks

Bassett
Hsrrison
Louo City
Minden
Valley



Wyoming
Douglas
Glenrock
North Dekota
Casselton
Hettinger
LaMoure
Lsngdon
Maddock
Mohsll
Rugby
South Dakota
Bridgewater:
Marion
Webster
The findings of this questionnsire with the recommendastions
of the Sturgis Public Schools Bosrd of Bducation were used
to determine the results of this study.



REVIEN OF LITERATURE

The purpose of vocational education in agriculture 1is
to prepare competent personnel to engage in the production of
agricultural commodities. That individual may do 80 as an
owner, tenant, manager, or even a farm laborer. More
speoifically, the major obJjectives of vocational agriculture
are to:l

l. Make a beginning and ndvance in farming

2. Produce farm commodities efficiently

3. ¥Narket farm cammodities advantageously

4. Conserve soil and other patural rescurces

5. Ranage a farm business

6. Maintain a favorable environment
The foregoing objectives can be realized through formal
education and basic farm-.skill experiences.

Quakertown, Pennsylvania® operates a sohocol farm. In
1952 the vocational agriculture instructor listed some of the
baaic fam-skills that the boys learmned and practiced on the

1 “Administration of Vocational Education,"

ocoational” ation Bulletin No I., General Seriea No I.
» Do .

2.Ray K. Hagenbuch and Rudolph Brannaka, '"The Quakertown

School Farm, " icultural Efucation ine, XXV
December, 1952, p. !55



sohool farm. Bach week the agriculture students spend sbout
825 minutes in claes work, about half of whioh is apent at
the farm. About half the time spént at the farm is given
to develonment of basic skills. Some of the nrsctices
carried on by the boys at the farm are:

1. Cleaning and disinfecting brooder house and

adjusting brooders

2. Dressing -oultry for market
Orading egga for msrket snd for hatching
Houaing laying flock
. Debealdng ~oultry

. PAig oasteration

~N OO N W

Cutting needle teeth. igdining navel cord, and

ear marking.

(0 ]

Fence construction
9. Planting forest tree seedlincs
10, Adjusting drills and -~lsnters for seeding
11. Renair and construction of farm eguinment
12. Concrete work and many others
Successful accomnlishments are not alwsys achieved on school

farms a8 is "ointed out by the mgriculture instructor =t

Bryeburg, Maine.l The farst nrovides the beat mesns for

T Andrew . Welch, "The 3Sehool Ferm as a Training Center."
—_Agricultural Rducaticn Magssine, XXV Sestember,1952), ». 192.




10

teaching the spproved methods of farming but are not always
suocessful. Practieea are tried that sometimes fail, which
csn als¢ have an educational value. It gives students an
opportunity to see that successful practices in scwme areas
will not work in other.

In the state of California, approximately one-third
of the high schools have some land for the use of the
agriculture department. Some are very elaborate and
highly developed while others merely utilize the produc-
tivity of the soil. The State Department of BEducationl
prepared a dulletin 1in 1953 listing the functions of the
school farm:

1. To provide more satisfactery superviaed farming

faeilities than are available on some students'
home farme.

2. To provide supervised farming facilitiez for
those who 30 not live on a ferm.

3. To provide a broad instructional program leading
toltaprovod practices in livestock and horti-
oulture.

4. To introduce new enterprises and varietiea,
and perticularly to demonstrate their place
and adaptadility in types of farming in the

area.
5. To ide, under proper supervision, essential
and participating ence in
ting, serviecing, reconditioning, and
oring of farm machinery, including safety
practices.
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6. To make it poasible to expidite practices that are
difficult to initiate on the home farm.

7. To provide s source of teaching and visusl aid
materials,

8. To provide a more practical and astisfactory
follow-up on Jobs done that can be aocompliahed
in the limited time of a fleld trip.

9, To provide practical problems in production and
record-keeping for classes in farm management.

The bulletin also stated that the expense of main-
taining the listed functions at a achool-farm laboratory
will depend on many fsctors including the sige, and type
of land operation. The unit pust be primarily established
to provide essential facilities for instruction.

The agriculture instructor at Wasco, Calirornial,

believes that a school-farm l-boratoily supplements class-
roos teaching. The author of this article points out that
laboratories are provided for students in ohemistry, physics,
and blology to learn by experimentation. Wasco high school
operates a 95-acre farm which is owned by the school district
and operated by the FFPA chapter. The author feels that the
school farm serves as a laborstory for the agriculture atu-
dents in that it permits the boys to study first hand the
atandard crops and crop practices of the community. It
permits the establishment of mutual group insurance with

100 percent protection for the boy. Provision is made for

1p, p. Spilabury, "A School-Farm Leboratory Supplements

Classroom Teaching,” Agrioultural Bducation Magazine,
XXV (September 1352) p. bb.
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boys to learn farm-mechanics skills in building the equip-
ment necessary to carry on livestock projects. It slso
permits boys to learn to operate and care for farm
machinery and thus become successful farm laborers, owneérs,
and operators of farms.

Financing of school fesrms is handled in many ways.
It might be made available through tax support, it may be
a gift, or it might be rented. It appears that most school
farms sre started because of g gift from some individual,
firm, or groups of persons. The development of the school
farm should follow a csrefully planned pattern. In mgny
cased the development will extend over a period of several
years. ‘The California Reportl states that a school farm
of proper sige, properly mansged, and under favorsble
economic conditions, may show s profit. However, the profit
should not be a criterion of its need, of its value, or even
success.

In 1946 the superintendent of Visalia, California?
made 8 survey which revealed that a large percentage of

boys returned to farming after having graduated from

& ggg Objectives, Functions, Legalit g;gf
Xnd Cperstions of Achcol-Parm Iabora ogios '%r';"ﬁa*iror a
De ’ ]

e ]

2Bruce F. Jeneen, "Establishment and Organisstions of the
Visalis School Farm," Agricultural Education azine
001 (March 1951), p. "B A
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bhigt. school or after having comnleted two years of colleze
at a Junior college in the same town, The survey made it
evident that the high school and college needed a farm
laboratory. A board of directors snd officers were
elected and s committee annointed to work out a »roject.
A 1EO-acre site was selected and ~urchsaed through donationa
from business men, famers, and firme. The whole »roject
of »lanning, srocuring, and establishing the achool farm
at Viselie was a coovyerative effort of the comminity.

In Delano, Californial a achool farm was atarted
during World War II and became a »rofitable venture for
"the FFR chanter. The FFA btoys did most of the work and
at the nacl time became excellent menagers. The farm
consiated of 80 acres which wss purchsaed by the FFA. The
FPA boya did all the nlanting of crove but labor had to be
hired in summer time since moat of the vocational agriculture
studenta were woridng on their own farma. The farm has always
been overated ss a commercisl ferm and muat ncay its way. At
the same time it serves to develon skilla in tractor driving,
machinery oneration, sicills in livestock feeding and
managenent.

When does 1t become neceasary to emnloy s full time

€. A. Cnnly, "A Bigh School Fu-n Onerated As A Commercial
Unit," Agricultural Education Msgazine, XXIII (May 1951),
o %

s

oy
Wi o

ve i | 9 ’\ L hULLL“I L _)\.a.r\' 116537
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minager? 1In Pennsylvanial a vocational agriculture daart
ment received a 750-acre farm as® the result of a will. The
farm was develoned intoc a local exneriment station for the
benefit of farmers and students alike. It was not in com-
natition with the state college but worked with the college
in an effort to bring new develo-menta imnortant to the
local farmers. The author of this article nointed out

that 1t was necessary to hire a full tfme manager and
csutioned that a school farm can becorie a burden to the
vocational agriculture instructor if the farm is too large.
If the farm 1e well nlanned and managed it can serve as a
valuadle aid to the teaching of vocational agriculture,

The writer haa found in thé review of literature
that basicly, all achoola onerating a echool ferm are
designed for the nurnmose of nroviding a learning ex-erience
for agriculture atudents. In every case reviewed students
either practiced basic skilla or saw the deveiorment of some
new nhese of sgriculture. Some schoola slso onerate the
farms for exnerimental nurwoses for the sdvancement of
agriculture in the local commnity. The review also reveals
that the school farm haa served in aome cases to finance
FFA activitiea., 8Size of the various farma varies with the
funetion and or<gin.

E-I;ma_!'_%mm "We Moved Our Clanaea To The Farm,"
Agricultural Education Megssine, XX (June 1948), ». 228,
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RESULTS OF THE STUDY

Educational Value of Operating a 8chool Farm
Facts regarding some of the thisigs done by the students
in schools snd opinions of vocational agriculture instructors
where school farms are operated are revealed in Table I.

TARLE I. SURVEY OF THE EDUCATIONAL VALUE OF 14 SCHOOL
FARMS IN NEBRASKA, NORTH DAKOTA, SOUTH DAKOTA,

AND WYOMING
YTER -
AND FPACT8 OF OPERATION
i Yes No

1. Does a school Tarm taks too much of the voca-

tional sgriculture teachers tiae? 6 8
2. Do indivigual students have the opportunity to

carry out projects ol their own én the farm? 10 4
3. Does the fsrm provide an opportunity for

students living in town to have a fsrming

program? 10 y
4, Do you feel that the farm has sn educational

value te the community? 12 e
5. Does the farm give students an opportunity to

apply the knowledge the receive in the clsass-~

room? 12 2
6. Do students work on the farm during school hours? 6
7. Does the farm create s greater enthusiasm among

the students tsking vocational agriculture? 11 3
8. Does the farm give students experience in farm

managenent? 11 3
9. Cen you do s better job of teaching vocational

agriculture by hsving a farm to work with? 12 2

10. Doee the school bosrd look upon the farm as an
educational aid to the school? e 2
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@uestion number one reveals that the sgriculture tea-
chers are almost equally divided as to the excessive amount
of time a school farm tskes from the teacher. This division
of opinion can no doubt be attributed to the aize of the farm
and the type of farming operation carried ocut in the echool.

Questions two snd three reveal that 71.4 per cent of
the school farms allow students to carry farming projeacts of
their own and also allow/ town boys the opportunity to have
8 farming program. This 18 a trend away froam the o0ld line
of thought that a boy mist coms from a farm before he should
be permitted to take agriculture.

Twelve of the instructors felt that the school farm
had an educational value to the community. Question number
twenty-nine under the msnagement phase reveals that seven
of the schools use a "Field Day", to ahow the operation of
the farm. Several of the instructors felt that this day
served as an educationzl value to the entire community.

The school farm can serve 88 a laboratory for students
taiddng agriculture. Item five indicated that atudenta are
given the opportunity to apply the inowledge they learn in the
¢lass room. This can prove to bLe beneficial to those students
taking sgrieulture that might not have the opportunity on their
own ferm, er if they happen to come from town.

Students working on a school farm during school hours,
has always been a dedatadble question. Is a school using free
labor to increase the value and output of the farm, and 1s the
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schoel exploiting the students’' time to the extent that the
educational value has been over looked? Tha question is
8till debatable as indicated by question sinm, where less
than bhalf of the sehools allow the students to work on

the farm during schoel hours. Perhaps it is a question
where learning begins and commercialization begins,

Item number seven reveals that the students do have
8 greater sense of enthusiasm because of the school farm.

Any topic that can be approached with enthusissm will
usually produce a richer learning experience.

Are we meeting one of the ultimate goals of teaching
agriculture by having a school farm, namely teaching students
to manage a farm business”? Question number eight of Table I
reveals that 78.5 per cent of the instructors in schools
purveyed felt that students did receive training in farm
management.

Seventy-seven and seven tenths per cent of the agricul-
ture instructors felt that they could do a better Job of teach-
ing agriculture by having the school farm. Item ten of the
same table indicates that the same per cent of school boards
look upon the school farm as an educational sid to the sehool.
Both should be good measures as to the valus of tlie project.
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PFinancing of the 8chool Farm

The second major obJjective of the study was to
determine how school farms are financed, who receives profit
from the farm if any is realiged, and 1f any added instruc-
tional fee 1a required to operate the farm. Some of theae
facts are revesled in Table 1I.

TABLE 1I, FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS OF THE 14 SCHOOLS
SUKVEYED THAT OPERATE SCHOQI FARIS,

ITER STATERERTS OF INSTRUCTORS
AS TO
FINANCIAL ARRANGEMENTS
Yes No

117 I8 the Tarm cell-supporting?

12. If there are profite, are they received by
the FPA? 11 3

13. Are ane’ comaodities produced and usad for
the school lunch program? 1 12

14, Ace students hired to work on the farm? 1 13

15, Is the fars operated independently from the
school? 10 4y

16. Does the vocational agriculture instructor
receive sny additional pay for operating
the farm? 2] 14

Table XIX. reveals that most of the farms are gelf-
supporting and are operated by the FFA. Therefore, it appears
that the farm ie a device for financial support of the FFA, In

only one school are students hired to work on the farm, Question
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mumber 20 (Appendix C) under management indicates that no
wmanager 18 hired, therefore all labor must dbe done by stu-
dents during school hours and off school hours, which accounts
for the high numbder of school farms that are self-supporting.
Table II. also reveals that in no instance does the vocation-
al agriculture instructor receive any additional pay for
operation of the farm. One instructor stated thst the farm
talkes & conaideradble amount of time, but the interest and
enthusiasa of students and community offset the time

elenment ecmpletely.



Management of the School Farm

Ites seventesn of the Questiennsire (Appendix B)
revesled that aix of the sehools meintained legsl cwnershigp
of the farus while five were Oowmed by the FPA, two were
rented and one was owned by the city. This differs from
the consistency found in the survey of literature on school
farms, where the school slmoat always was the legal owner of
the school farm,

The ever-present possibility of socidents brought to
mind the problem of insurance. The atudy revesled no clear-
ocut pattern pertaining to acoeptance of this respotsibility,
Studenta were not inmred in eix of the schools, the achool
earried lisbility insurance in five instances, and in three
sehools the atudents were insured by the FFA,

Farn mechinery 18 obdtained in many different ways.
Question mumder 19 pointed cut that in ten of the fourteen
sohools, machinery was loened te the farm by local imple-
ant dealers,

In no case ia & full-time manager hired for the fara.
Only four of the fourteen farms have a complete aet of build-
ings. Seven of the fourteen farms are designed primerily for
produstion, four are designed for experimsntation, and three
are dual purpose.
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S8ise of farms in this area varied froe nine ecres $o
160 acres with the msan of 41.4 acres. In mest cases the
farms are completely under cultivation which msans that the
farms are primrily geared for orop production. Cuestion
mmder 27 revealed that wost farms are within one mile of
the high achool with a few being considersdly farther. The
msan for the distance from achool 1s 1.5 milea,

Eleven of the inatructers felt that i1a 1a not
advisable to operate tha farm for liveatock without crop
preduction. PFour of the instructors indicated that they
éidn't advocate the operation of a school farm for cropa
4f livestock vas the m1p|1 1ndu9try of the cammunity.

One half of the schoola hold a field day to exhibit
to the ecommnity the value and asccomplishmmanta of the sehool
farm. This no doudt ia a good pudlic relations project that
helps Justify the value of the farm. In all cases the school
farm carvies cut praotioces that sre recommended by the
Seil Conservation Service.



PROPOSED PLAN OF MANAGEMENT

The writer met with the Sturgis Board of EHiucation B r

the purpcee af dieocussing the plan for operation ad management
of the achool farm. Thia group decided at this meeslg that
1% would be neseasery te budget $1000.00 to get the farm in

operetion,

In compliange with the findings of thia paper

the boam™ of education felt that the farm ahould be operated
and mansged siressing the followins; pointas

1.

3.

‘o

5.

6.

Fare should be used aa a lsdoratory for the studenta
te pragtiee the bLasie skilla of faraing.

Individual students should have the epportunity ®
GArTY out s farxing m:_ut of their own.,

Students living in tovn be given the opportunity
to talse vesational sgriculture and have a farming
projest on the ashool fara.

The farn be used aperimsatslly, with the coopera-
tion of Seuth Dakotz—State Cullege to br new
oreP varieties and farming methoda to the local

commmnity.,

The farm ocan be used to aid the FPA in finaneing
astivities for the developmnt of farm youth.

Operation of the scheol farm should practice and
futt;n-rnc-umdatim of the Seil Conservation
Service.

In agreemsnt with the findings of this atudy the board
of education felt that the vecational agriculture inatructor
should serve 88 manager of the eschodl farm and should make
periodio reporta to the boavd of education and administration.

The school board also discul@ised 1liadbility of the aschool
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district at this meeting in connection with the use of farm
mechinery by students while working on the farm. It was
sgreed that the se¢hool district should carry a comprehensive
liability policy.

This study reveals that 42.8 per cent of the schools
surveyed allow students to work on the farm during se¢hool
hours. The board of education of Sturgis recommended that
students may work on the school fara during school hours
providing s learning experienee is realized. It will de
understood that students hired for labor on the farm, do so
only sfter school hours and on scheol holidays. It was
further suggested that the teacher exere¢ise care in making
class assignments on the school farm requiring extended
msnual lador. |

The board of education also recommended that the
agriculture teacher should eontrol the types of farming
projects carried out on the farm to the extent that other
duties of teaching and project visitations would not be
neglected.



SUMMARY AND CONCLUSICNS

In this study the writer was interezted in deterxining
how 8 school farm should be ustablished, how it should be
financed, sanaged, and the educatlionml vilue oF mmch a fara,
S8chools thst operates farms in tha siates of Nebressim, NHerth
Dalcota, 3outh Dalodta, and Wyoming, ware sent juestioniaires
to find opinions ard operating procedures such as: opersting,
aid in teashing, time spent on the farm, fars managemsnt,
educatiocnal valus tc the student and community, who sacepts
responsidbility of 11ability, lezal cwusrship, size of farams,
19 managers vare needaed, if farns were designed for produe-
tion or expmrimntation, onthuuau: amon; studente tsking
agriculture, snd provision for student participation.

The abeva objectives were divided into three principal
headingwi educatioral value of tha school farm, finaneing
of the school farm, and sanagement of the sshool farm,

In thia study the survey of literature indicsted that
the sehool farm provides a laboratery for students to learn
by doing. The survey indicated thet the farm provided a
place for individual students to carry out farmang projects,
The instructors of sehaols used in the survey felt that the
fare had an educational velue to the cesmmmunity and students,
and shas the students were more enthusisstic sbout their
vosational agrieulture studies. Fyem the survey it 1s not



clear 1f students should work on the farm duzing school hours.

The writer delieves that one of ocur maJjor objectives
of teaching vooational agriculture; teaching farm boya to
becoms efficient xanagers, 1s boing greatly denefited Ly
having & sahool fara. S3Saventy-eight and five tenths per
ceat of the instructors of the achools surveyed felt that
the boys received eaxperiance s farm :sanagemsnt. The sur-
vay indicates that over 75 per csnt of the inatructors
indicated they gsan do & better Job of teaching agriculture
and the board of educatioan 1n sach achool alao felt that
the school farm 1a an sducationsl aid to the scheol.
Bdusationally 1t seems sound to assune that the sghool
fars ¢an bes beneficial, é

The second major objective of this atudy was to
deternine how acheol faras are financed. Schcols used in
the survey indicated that the majority of the school ferms
were aslf-supporting, tha fermo are operated independently
froa the echool and profits from the farm «re received by
the FPA. There 1s no indication that the school district
ehouldn ‘'t sseist in the finmncing of the operatier., ass the
sshoel board of Sturgis wishes %0 do. The curvey indicated
that no perticular attention wes given to liability. The
Board of Education of Sturgis Public Sehools has indieated
that 1% should be the responsibility of the school district
to carry a liability ineurence policy. The writer bdelieves
that this recammendation sheuld be l'ollowed. The Board ef
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Hdueation has also indicated williness to allow the FFA to
use the fasrm to raise funds to support activities of the
organigation. The writer feels that it can financially be
operated in this meanner.

It appesrs that s farm of eighty scres will not
necessitate the hiring of a manager in addition to the
agriculture instructor. None of the schools in the survey
eEploy a manager in addition to the agriculture instructor.

The survey revealed that the size of the farma of
schools surveyed had a mean of 41.4 acres. The writer
believes that the farm propossd for Sturgis Higlk "School,
which 18 eighty acres,will be large enough to meet the
educational requirements of the students as specified by
this study. '

The writer also feels that the farm can be estab-
1ished, satisfactorially mensged and financed in accordance
with the recommendations of the board of education and

finding of this study,
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APPEMDIX A
Letter of Transmittal

1818 Pulton Street

Sturgis, S. Dak,
February 3, 1656

Dear 3tate Supervisor:

I am micing a atudy of the feasibllity of the
estabdliatment of a farm for Sturgis Righ Sshool. It is
to receive informtion from achools that already

NeCessary
have eatablished farme in operation. I will be using
this information for a study in graduate work at 3suth Dekota

State College.

With your permiasion I would like to have the names
of the Schools and the instructors in yocur state that
have ueh farme in operaticn. I would 1ike to send the
instmwotor of each achool a questionnaire to aid ne in

this study. '

&z I teke this opportunity to thank you for supplying
»9 with the informetion asked fov.

Sineerely,

Wayne C. Gray
Voc. Ag. Inst.
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APPENDIX B
Ietter of Transmittal

1818 Fulton Street
Sturgis, S. Dak.
May 1, 1956

Dear Vocational Agriculture Instructor:

May I have a few minutes of your time? Your state
supervisor haa given me permiasaion to send you the encloaed
questionnairve. The resulta of the questionnsire will be
used in a study for graduate work at Seuth Dalcota State College.

The Qquestionnaire ia designed for achoola that have
estadlished farms in operation. By the resulta of your
answers and those of other instruetors we hope to be atle
to more effioiently eatablish a farm for Sturgis High Sechool.

- I will appreciate the time you_spend on the encloaed
Questionnaire and returning it to me with the encloaed
addreaaed envelope.

May I take this opportunity to thank you for supplying
me with the information asked for.

Sincerely,

Wayne C. Cray
Voe. Ag. Inst.
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APPENDIX C
A QUESTIONNAIRE TO S8CHOOLS THAT HAVE AN ESTABLISHED FARM.

Educational Value of Operating a School Farm

1. Does a 8chool farm take t0o mich of the vocational
agriculture instructor's time?
Yes .

No .
2. Do individual students have the opportunity to

carry out projects of their own on the farm?
Yes .

No .

3. Does tne farm provide an opportunity for students
living in town to have 8 farning progrgg?
es "

No .

4, Do you feel that the farm has an educational value

to the community?
Yes .

No .

5. Does the farm give the students the opportunity to
apply the knmowledge they receive in theyclaalroom?
es &

No .

6. Do students work on the farm during uohgol hours?
es .

No .
7. Does the farm create a greater enthusiasm emong the
students taking vocational agriculturo?Y
ee .
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8.

9.
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(eontinued)

Does the farm give students experience in farm

management?
Yea .

No .

Can you do a better Jjob of teaching vocational
agriculture by having a farm to work with?
Yes .

No 5

10. Does the school board lock upon the farm s an
educational aid to the school?
Yas .
P No .
Finaneing of The School Farm,
1l. Is the fara self-supporting?
Yes .
No __ .
12. If there are profits, ar$é they received by the FFA?
Yes .
No .

13.

14,

15,

16.

Are any commoditiee produced and used for the
school luneh program?

Yes .
No :
Are students hired to work on the farm?
Yes .
No .
Is the farm operated independently rronizso school?
. No .

Does the vocational agriculture instructor receive

any additional pay for operating the rngn?
' es »

No .




APPRNDIX C (continued)

Management of The School Farm
17. Who maintains legal ownership of the farm property?

school .
FFA -
eity .
18, Are students insured by:

school .
FFA .
students »
no insurance carried B

19. If farm machinery is used, is 1i%:
Purchased by FPA .
purchased by school .
furnished by students' parents .

———

loaned by loecal mschinery dealers .

20. Is a £l -time menager hired for the farm?

Yes .

No "

21. Are living quarters and & complete set of build-
ings tuﬁm on the farm?

Yes N

No "

22, Is the farm designed primarily for production or

experimentation?
production a
experimentation s

ﬂ.nnmummmﬁrml *m?
acres) .



APPENDIX C (continued)

2k, Is it d4fficult to get students to work on the
farm in the summer time?

25, Bow far from school im the farm located?
(nunber of miles) .

Ao AN

26. Do you eonsider it prsctical to run a school
fara for livestogk alone? ¢
&8 »

AT ST

SARTORRITTES

27. Is & "Field Day" held to :hw the community the
valug of the Carm? .
&N ™

ke B

e S

28, Ave tlces carried out that ave raecommended
by the Soiil Conservation Ssrvice? -

A e e

e .
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