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CHAPTIER 1
INTRODUCTION ARD FROBLEX
Intreduction

Of the many estadlished and recorded religious groups
in the United 8tates over two hundred are classified as Pro-
testant,l The sociology of religion, however, has deslt
mainly with the larger, more liberal dencminetions, leaving
the many, smaller religious associations relatively unex-
plored. MNemberships of large Frotestant dencainations have
been examined in nationwide -urnn;z intensive coamunity
studies have dealt with specifio denominstionsj> and much of
the reocent research on socisl class structure includes in-
formation about religious associations.? HNevertheless little
{nformation exists which is focused directly on the member-
ship eharecteristios of a given denomination throughout a
specific region. %Thie 1s particularly true of the smaller

1the Xorld Almacas, 1953, pp. 705, 706.

2g.z., "Do Ameriecans Oo to Chureh?", Catholig Digsat,
Deoembder, {9§2.

3K.g., August B. Bollingshesd, Kimtown's Ioulh.
“8.5., Liston Pope, Belizion And tha Slass GLrugturs,



Protestant religious auooutiom,s many of which are more
fundssentalistio in their orientation than the larger de-
peminatiens.

These fundammntalistio ohurches are elassified by
landis under the beading of "Eternity=" or “Codecentered”
ehurches in oontrast to somlity or society-centered lideral
densminations. landis eharascterizes the fundamentalistie
charehes as evangelioal, aunthoritarian, ooncerned with
othsr-worldliness, stressing conversion, and interpreting
the Seriptures 1liternlly. The more 1lideral denominmaticns,
he believes, place greater emphasis on the application of
Christian principles to mocdern social prodleas, & nod-
1iterel interpretation of Bcripture to oociacide with present
science, and on the morality of aoeioty.‘

8inee most previous x;onorch deals vith the larger,
msore lidberal churehes, the question arises, what type of
people subseribe to the values and deliefs of these smsller,
fundemsntalistic denamimtions? One of these 1# the Free
Nethodist Churech of North Amerioca.

The Free Kethodist denomiostion is of the Methodist
tradition which originated through John and Charles Wesley

5An essociation is a gr of peeple nisged for
the common pursuit of an interest or ‘frtp of intersats in
common. MselIver and Fage, De 12,

6paul K. landis, Sooial Control, pe 239.



in 18th eentury England. It is deseribed es follows: "The
Free Bethodists are a bdody of Christians who profess to dbe
in earnest te gat to heaven by eocnforming to all ths will

of God, es made known in His Word.*7 The Free Nethodist
doctrine is fundamentaleArminisn, sudscribing to the teasch-
ings of Amminius, a 16th century Duteh theologisn, whose in-
terpretation of the Seriptures provides for salwvation for
all sen through the atonecent. He taught that any and all
might be "saved” by meeting the terms of salwvation as given
in the Seripture.

A belief in the Beriptures es the inspired word of
God, the virgin birth, and the physieal resurrection of
Christ identifies this denominstion with Landfe' "fundamen=
telist" type.

Pree Methodism was bdorn in 1860, d.IVOIOpiM out of @
schism in the Methodist Episoopal movesent. In 1858 saveral
preachers end & ncmber of laysen were @xpelled from the
Methodist Episcopel Church ema varions doetrinal charges.
After appesls were made and rejected, those who were em-
cluded felt eempelled to fora & new organistien; sudse-
quently the Free kethodist Church was organised at Pekin,

mm wnmmm



Eew York.? There has been s slow, consistent growth in this
assoeiation, and in 1952 there was a total homeechurch mes-
bership of 52,445.9

The membership of thia demcaimation may be considered
very selective in that the rules to which those wiahing to
beccome members must subscribe are generslly looked upon ss
“striot.” 7o 1llustrste further, such activities as drink-
ing alcoholie beversges, smcking or dealing in tobaseo, and
membership in secret organiszations are prohidbited. Adher-
ence to this standard of conduet 1is prscticed throughout
the denomination. Failure to comply may result in expule

sion.
Central Frodblem of the Btudy

The Free Methodists, then, may be thought of as a
suoell, fundamentalistic, “strict" denoaination which is
Arainian in doctrine. With a view to ascertaining what
‘ype of people subscribe to these beliefs in an area large
enough to support tentative generalisations, the prodlesm

is steted ss follows:

®carl Howland, The Sterv of Qur Ghureh, p- 31

k
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Satasant af ibs Erchlexs.
Yhat sre the charscteristics of the people in the

Upper Nidwest Region who subscrids teo the beliefs and values
of the PFree Methodist Church?
Other relative questions considered ares
¥het 1s the relation of church ectivity to the selected
chatacteristios of the Pree lMethodists, Upper Midwest Region?
Do the lay lesders of this denamimtion possess 4is-
tinoct oharscteristics froo the genersl meabership as found
in the Upper Nidwest Region?

Explamiien of Iermss

Remdership: The word mesbership as used in this study
refare to thode over sixteen years of age who have "Jjoined"
the Free Nethodist Chureh, It includes these kaowa a8 pre-
paratory asmders 48 well as those olassified ae full see
dere, but extludes the ministers of the Chureh,

Upper NiGvest Region: This term refers to Horth and
South Dakota, the northern half of Illinois, Iewa, ¥innsesta
and Wiaeonsin, and 18 the portion of the United States which
Ls insluded in this etudy.

Church Attendsnse: The Free Nethodist Churehes uni~
foraly hold both a morning and an evening service oh Sun~
day. Attendance at doth these services 1s meant by this
tern,



Chorch Pearticipation: Attendance at chured activities
other than Sunday services include a regular nidweek preyer
service and/or Bible study as well es activities of a more
social or recreational nature. This term rsfers to attend-
ance at these funetions.

0rffcial Status: A memder with official status is one
who holés mesbership on the officiel board of his local
church. This boaré inelufes the pastors, local preachers,
exhorters, evangelists, deaconesces, stewards, class leaders,
Eunday School superintendents, advisor to.the local youth
organisation, president of the loesl Women's Nissiomary
Boelety, treasurer of the society, president of the loceal
Light and Life Nen's Pellowship, and trustees of the loecal
ehurch propoﬂ'.y.lo

ianlicakiond of tha &tudx.
This infermation will provide the amelyst of scecisly

with anether differing lock at a ssgment of church 1ife
today theredy adding s view to the ever-gll picture of re-
ligious asseciations in the United 8tates.

Admintstrators of the Pree Methodist Chureh in the
Upper Nidwest Regicn may be able to profit from this re-
search by gaining e faller understanding of aembsrship

10
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characteristics. Local pastors and members may be bene
fited by a knowledge of membership characteristics and
helped to an awareness of those characteristics which are
connected with increase or decrease in church attendance
and participation. Such knowledge should enable them to
face their task more reslistically and plan their programs
more effectively.



CHAPTER 11
PREVIOUS WORK, OBJECTIVES AND HYPOTHESES

Previous Btudies

A total of eight studies, whiech are designed to pre-
sent background infcrmation relating to the preasent work,
is  brought to the reader's attention in this sestion.
These studies vary as to type and will be individually de-
scrided as each 1s mentioned.

Listen Pope conducted resesrch relating to American
s001al class strueture and religion.! Bis data were de-
rived from a bdreakdown af four opinion polls taken by the
Ameriocan Institute of Pudblic Opinien in 194546 covering
appraximately 12,000 eases. Generalisations, relative te
religion and the claas strueture, which Pepe makes ares

rasryy SEETIE I TS ot st gt
churehes tend to be "class churches,” with members
.‘.2:’.‘#%“133‘!.2‘.’.‘ 81‘:.2‘1‘2;..?2&,3‘2:"&:‘."

eharch a its polieies is genemlly in the hands of

offi.i,ll drawn frea onhe 0Olaasa, usually the midadle
claas.

In consideration of class atructure in the chureh,

Pope used the occupations and the formel education of

li1ston Pope, Ralician and Class Birweture, pp. B4<91.
21b1d., p. 89,



members 88 criteris in determining class structure. This
nation-wide inguiry yields the follcwing percent of Pro=
testant ochurch membders found acoording to their occupatiouns:
23 percent in professions anf business, 19 percent white
eollar workers, 38 percent urban manual workers, and 19 per-
oent farmers. The data concerning education show that 52
percent of the total ehurch members had less than a complete
high school eduestion, that 48 percent hed graduated from
high school, and that 11 percent were college graduates.

John Cubdber's analysis qr the role of the marginal
church partiecipant in American church 1ife includes statise
tics on churoh attendance and participaticn for a fev select
churches in the United States. Ke states, "Ronghly it has
been found that about helf of the neminal church meabdership
is in some measure active in the program sponsored by the
chureh,*3

A survey reolativs to the activity of Americans in
church programs was sponsored by the Catholie publiecation,
g.m_mm.‘ This study also includes the entire
United Btates in its scope and showe in part that approxie.
metely one third of Americans attend church every Sabbath,

3
John 7. Cuber, ¥arsinal Church Pacidsinanks.
PPe 57-62. '

4wpo Americans Go To Church?, Catholic Rigmss,
D“.-b.r’ 1952’ Pe D
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approximately one third never attend, and the others attead
from once a menth to three times a month; furthermore, 29
percent of males attend every Sabbath, 36 perecent never
attend; whereas 33 rercent of the femeles attend every lad-
bath, and 29 percent never attend. Attendance dreakdcwz dy
education implies that education and regular church attend-
ance are positively correlated; 30 percent of those with a
grade school education attend every SBabdath and 39 pereent
never attend; 31 percemt with high sehool edusation attend
every Sunday and 29 perscent never ettend, while 36 pereent
of college graduates ittcnﬂ inrr llbhth:.nd 2% percent
never attend, Occupationsl dreakdown shows sinilar results.
Those cecupations requiring more edueation sueh as profese
sioml, managerial, and white collar vorkers show more
regulsr attendance; theee in ooccupations such as eervice
vorkers, manual workers and farwers shew lees reguler chureh
church attendanee.

One further breakdown in this stndy 1a of intereat
here. Persons who attend are grouped in ten-year categories
and the percent of churoch attendance per group recorded.
There 1s a very little difference in attendance retie of
groups until the age of eixty-five and over is reached;
these persens attend less regularly. .

A compillation of the research in the field of rurel
church partseiretion has been sade by Fostetler and Mather
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in am offort te sasemdle in ome peper the major information
svailadle conserning faetors associated with participetion
1in the rursl chureh. The authors seke the fellowving odser-
vetionst

Yaselk shov nore active interest by attend-
ance and -n!onm; in the church than nen eof the
S880 80

Pnrtu:{ntua is more sm among older than
younger rural residents....

mor and middle ﬂ.l’l persons participate
more n lower clasSeeee

Several studies have shown that church meme
bership is higlur'uol‘ the educated than among
the less educatedses.

The results of research into the reletionship
of ocecupaticn snd pertioipetion in the rurel
cehureh are not eonclasive; dut they suggest thet
gcnm onga in those ceoupatiocrw which demand

1gher edueation enéd retura higher inecocee are
more apt to have higher chureh pnttcipti'n rates
than persens engaged in other oceupatiens.

A different type of investigatien, yet one whickh may
bs applied in part to the present study, is that of “arner,

Meeker and Belle in their doak, fiocial Class in Anmerigs-

%john A. Hostetler and William G. Msther, PAZSisizs-
$ian 10 Sha Bpxal Charsh, p. 1

61!;“.. pe 2

71‘”-‘ ey Po 17
BMC oy Po 24
9Ivtd., p. 29




The main purpose of these aunthors is to present a sethod-
ology for determining sceial class. In the section of their
work dealing with institutional memdership they offer a
rough gtide for determining the generel festures of the
elass structure in apecifie denceinations.
If 1t has an idecleogy and ritual which are
inforual, emotional, snd literslly interpret the
Bidble, the ehances are high that almost all of the
people in the ochurch will be from the lower half
of society, and probadly from the lewest part. On
the other hand, if the shurch 1s formalistie, if
the emphasis 18 upon interpretatiocn rether than
literel acceptance of the gospel, and if individ-
usl expressien at meetings is at a minimum th!
chances are that it is middle elass or higher.10
According to this distinetien, the Tree NMethodist
Church would probably be classified as s lower-middle and/or
upper-lewer class chureh.ll Yarner, Mesker, and Bells refer
to the Pree Methodists specifically in one instanse. %hen
1llustreting their methodology by referring to the ecommunity
studied, the authore consider the members of that local Free
Methodist Chureh as 100 percent in the upper-lower elaas,l?

Two other studies speocifieally mention the Free

o€ 10warner, Meeker 4nd Eells, Spgial Class AD Amarisa,
Pe °

llthe Free Methodist Chureh upholds the Bible to e
the inspired Word of God and aseepts it as such even though
it is recognised that there are varying interpretations
that may be given; ita ritual 4is generslly informal. The
Church promotes revivals, emotions are sometimes ahown, and
individual expression at meetings is alight to moderste.

12pqrner, Uesker and Bells, oQs gites Pe 99



13

Methodists. Warner and Associates in a study of an Illinois
community place the Free Methodists in Jonesville es 20 per-
cent lower-aiddle class, 60 percent upper-=lower class and
20 percent lomer-lower class.l3 The Free Methodist Chureh
ingluded in the study of Jonesville had a total eof ten ses-
bers.

A study by Hollingshead considered the Youth of e
small Illinocis comsunity which was given the pseudonym of
Klstown.14 7This study revealed that religiens sctivities
wers influenced by class and denocminstionsl factors. The
high school students were arranged in classes frem [ to 1,
with ] representing the highest status group and ¥V the low-
este: The following statement illustrates which clesses the
author found in eech church:

In the adolescent group as emong their parents,
the Federated (combinstion of Presbyterian and Cen-
gregestionsl) Church attrscts Class II's, tolerates
Class III's, repels Cless IV's, haa no &lnoa Vis.

The Cetholie and Lutheren parishes represent all
classes, but the hulk of their memberehip comeés frea
Classes III and IV and 1t is divided eqmally between
these classes; doth have twice es meny affiliations
from Cless V es from Class II. Like the Federsted,
the Bartists and Free Methedists are iR a ocateRory

by thesselves; they are definitely Class IV chorehes .15
They attrsct the Claes IV's, tolerate the Class V's

13m. Lloyd Warner and Associates, Damcerssy iR lenss-
lle, p. 154. : | -

l4pugust B. Hollingshead, Elatown's Xeutd.

1%H0111nghead s Class IV {3 roughly equivalent to the
lower-aiddle and upper-lcower class.

115873
SOUTH DAYCTA STATE COLLEGE LIBRARW
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and repel Class II's and III's. In the Baptist
Church Class III's and Class IV's play the same
roles and ocecupy the same position the Class II's
then for lecdership’positiom s T T

These three studies which specifically mention the
Free ¥ethodists would place the memdbership of this church
in the lower-middle and/or the upper lower classes of sogi-
otys It should be noted, however, that these are but three
instances, and the information was obtained from emall
churches and communities.

One additioml study will be cited here as background
information for the present study; it e different in nature
from those already given. JdNany religious bodies, in attempts
to smalyse their own greups, have carried on researoh and
are constantly in the process of gathering new deta. Nuch
of this investigaticn is pursued fer definite, praetical
ends. Represemtative of this type is Frederick A. Bhippey's
Mathodisa i RALfalo and Yiginily, a study of the Buffale
Methodist Church trends and characteristica 1900-=1950.

The purpose of Mr. 8hippey's research is to give
basis for a long-range pregram of planning for chureh ad-
vancesent in that perticular area. To acegcmplish this pur-
pose the resesrcher investigates genersl population trends,

Nethodist population trends, Methodist membership character-

16Au¢nlt Bs Hollingshead, ops cite, r« 249,
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istics, and parish geogrephy. 7The findings are then related
specifioally to Methodist problems in the Buffale vicinity.
In his investigation of Methodist meabership chareaeteristics,
Er. 8hippey finds that "The dencmimation'’s power to attreot
persons froa the vhite collar greup is large and gratifying
while Buffalo Methodiem is relatively unmsuccessful in reache
ing persons in the manusl oecupstions.”l” Males are found
to be in the minority among Buffalo Nethodists, the uale
percentage being 40.7¢ 1t 1is also noted that in the city
churches there are fewer men than in the suburben loesalities.

Limitaticns of Exevioua fiudies

Authors must neceesarily oircumscribe their studiee
and this 1s tros of works cited herein. 3ocme studiee have
included the eatire United States in researeh eoncerning re-
l1igion and church activity, olase struoture, cccupation and
edusation. Other studies have concentreted on a loeal eom-
anunity oaly, wvhile still othere limit themselves to rural
areas. 8ome are ecncerned with epecific religicus asseci-
ations vhich am elaesed among the larger, more lidersl re-
ligious bodies. These limitations suggeet.that the present
study which includes data relstive to one denomination which
is "fundamentalist® in viewpoint, which covers a region in-

17rrederick A.Shippey, Methodiss in Buffalo and
Vieinity, ppe 16-17. '
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cluding doth rarsl and urbdbsn churches, and which includes

several characteristics of the mesbdership can make a defi-

nite contridution to the sociological fields of sccial class

apd the sociology of religion.

Summary of Findings of Previous Herk

The previous research dealing with church membership,

attendance and partieipation in the United 8tates rovesls

several findings which aserve as veluadle guides for the hy-

potheses ef the present study. These ara:

1.

2.

Je

Individusl Protestant denominations tend to be
“clasa ohurches,” with incipally

n pr
fros one class group. ZIEven vhere Iﬂg.ﬂhlp cuts

across c¢lass lines, control of the church snd 1its
policies 1s generally in the hands of offictals
drawn fros one ¢lass, usually the middle clasa.

Limited zmim research suggests that the Pree
Methodiat Church msy bde charscterized as a lower-
middle olass and/or an upper=lower class church.

¥ith respect to chureh activity, previous research
suggests that the following may be expected:

a. WYomen to be mors active than aen.

bde The more educated to de more freguent at-
tenders than the less educated.

¢+ Those persoas in the "higher™ ceccupatiens to
be more active than those persoas ia the
"lower" occupations.

d. Very little difference in attendance rstes
for difrzront age groups er¥cept-for those
persons 6% years of age and older.

e. Adbout cne half of the church membership
to be active in the church prorram.
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Objectives and Hypotheses

Shlective 1

The first objective 13 to determine the general
characteristics of the membership (sex, age, marital status,
occupstion, educational level) of the Free Kethodist Church,
Upper ¥idwest Region.

Siucihsais 1

The majority of the membership is expected to de am-
ployed in white ecllar, skilled lador, and service cscupa-
tions.

Hxnetbaals &

The educatienal level of the memdership is expeoted
to indicate that the majority of the meadership has had

6 to 12 yesrs of fermal eduestion.

Sznothasiz 3

The majority of the membdership is expected to be feo-
msle, married or widowed, middle-eged; the membership is ex-

pected to have a low ineidence of divoree.

Oblestive 2

The second objective is to determine the genersl
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characteristies of the memabera "most active,"” "moderately
active” or "least active™ in the program of the Free
Methodist Church, Upper Midwest Region.

lxuathasis 2

Due to the comparative smallnesa of the congregations,
it 18 expected that at least one half of the membership is
regtlarly active in the church program.

Exvctheais 2

It 19 sxpected that female meabe?s are more active

than male membars.

Exnotheais &

It 1s expected that the most active meabers will de
40 te 50 years of age.

Bzothasis 2

The moat active meadbers are expected to have attained
a higher forsal education and to be engaged in oooupationa
indicating a higher social status than the less active mem-
bers.

gRisctixa 3

A third objactive 1s to determine the general charece



teristics of lay leaders (official board aemders) of the
Free Nethodist Church, Upper Midwest Region.

Bznoshesis 8

It 18 expected that the memders with official posi-
tions in the e¢hurch will be the middle-class, oldor, mar-
ried persons who are "most active® in the chureh prograa
and wvho have attained a higher education.

19



CHAPTER III
MBTHODOLOOY
Possidble Metheds of S8ecuring Data

Several different techniques for obtaining the infore
mation needed for this study were considered. The most re-
liadble technique would have been a personal interview with
each church member in the areag this, however, was donsidered
impractical. A direct mailing to each member in the srea
would also have been a possible approsch.. This also was in-
advisadble since no mailing list was availadle and the compi-

lation of one was deemed too expensive and time-consuming.
Method Used in Securing Data

A Pastor 1is often spoken of as the "key" man in many
chuarch situations and undoubtedly has at his disposal more
information about the members of his church than any other
one peraon. The names and addresses of each local pastor
were readily awvailable in the combdined Copnference Ninutes.,
19513 therefore, it was decided to contact the pastors
directly by mail asking them to supply the needed informa-
tion. 7This meant that the formulation of a schedule suitabdle
for collecting this information was necessary.

One of the first questions which had to be answered

wast What charscteristics should be tabulated to answer the
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problea of the study? A basic description of each meabder
was needed; to secure such a description, data concerning
sex, age, years of forsal education, marital status, offi-
oial espacity, and oceupation were requested. In addition,
the pastor was asked to rete each member aeeording to his
ohureh activity.

The material asked for was judged to be of such a
nature as to be readily ascessible to the pastorj therefore
it was felt that the schedule might be expected teo elicit e
good response.

Church activity is an ambiguous téra, therefore a
clarification seemed necessary. This was done by breaking
down the term into two aspects: churoch attendance, defined
to mean the attendansce of s member on Eunday; and church
participation, referring to the presence of a member at
services and programs other than on sund.y.l

In order to standardise the response, two five peint
scales, one for attendance and one for partioipation, were
drawn up as follows: J - never attends, or participatesj
§ ~ seldom attends, or participates; F - frequently attends,
or participates; Y - very frequently atteyds, or partici-
pates; and A - almost always attends, or participates.

Upon the completion of the schedul 9, an explanstory

lpree Nethodist Churches regularly conduct aid-week
services of prayer and/or Bible study in addition to other
church programs.
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letter, sufficient schedule bdlanks, directions for complet-
ing the schedule, and a stamped, self-addresaed return en-
velope were mailed to each pastor in the area.2 The origi-
nsl letter was msiled April 12, 1951; in eleven days & re-
minder card was sent to those who had not responded. A
second reminder eard was sent, wvhere needed, after an addi-
tional week had psssed. Table I shows the return receivsd
from the schednle.

It will be observed that 64.2 percent of the pastors
returned completed lchodulol giving the desired inforsation
on 48,7 percent of the churcﬁ mesbers (Table I). The ree
sponse was considered satisfactory in the light of the nor-
mal or average return which may be expected from a schedule
of this type. According to Lundberg, "Most ordinsry studies
as conducted by private and relatively unskilled persons
yield only 5 to 20 percent of returns.”3

The response was spread over the entire area and re-
turns were tabulated on no less than 30.4 percent of the
memders in any one state and as high as 62.6 percent of the
members in one state. It seems safe to assume that this in-
formation, which is thus available sn apprgximately one half
of the entire meadership of the region, would also be wvalid
in consideration of the other half which was not reported.

25ee Appendix A for copies of materials sent.

3ceorge Lundberg, Sosial Ressargh, p. 206.
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14
16
26

38

TABLE I

BER OF REPLIES AND NENBERSRIP REPORTIED, I GTATES

3 & &

64,2
86.6
64.3
81.2
46.1

60.5

439

591

1369

255
25
324

372

Pervent

48.7
62.6
57.2
54.8
30.4

555

e
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It should be noted, however, that although 62.6 per-
cent of the pastors responded, their information covered
Just 48,7 percent of the membership. This can be explained
in part through the fact that absentee members ineluded in
the totals of the Cgonfarance Kinutes 1952 were not reported
by the pastors. Nevertheless, Illinois, a state with a re-
latively large membership, showed the poorest percentage of
responsej this may be interpreted to indicate that some
pastors of larger churches failed to respond. This factor
should bde remembdered vhen considering the implications ef
the data.

The rurel-urban composition of the sample is eof in-
terest to the sociologist. Table II shows the brealdown of
the rural and urbdan churches according to the lecation of
the chyrches. The percent of rural churohes in the universe
15 33.9. Illinois shows the most urbanisation with only
11.1 percent of rurel churches while 50.0 percent of Minne-
sota Free Methodist Churches are located in rural lecalities.
The sample investigated in this study shows very nearly the
same percentage of rural churches as the universe, 33.8 per-

oent rural.
Method Used to Compile Data

Within this Upper Midwest Region the Pree Methodist

Churech is Aivided intc six conferences. These conferences



TABLE II

DMEZR OPF CHURCHES LOCATED IX RURAL AND URBAN AREAS, BY STATES®

e e T Ry ey e e e e e e e R

SAIVENSR SANPLE

Gtate Rarel Urtan ':.'.:.1'“ Rural Urban  pocarT

Total 37 72 33.9 24 46 33.8
Dakotas S 10 33.3 5 8 J8.4
Kinnesote 7 7 500 5 4 555
Wiseonsin ? 9 47.5 6 7 46.1
I111inois 3 23 11.1 o 12 00,0
Iowm 15 23 41.0 8 15 34,7

*A church loeatsd in a cammnity with less than 2500 population is considered
ruralj others are classed as urden.

sz
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correspond, in a gencral way, to the states of Minnescta,
Wissonsin, the northern half of Illinois, Iowa, HNorth and
South Dakota. In the appendix the characteristics of mes~
bera are cempiled according to the states exeepting North
and Bouth Dakote which ars combined; these two are also in
ene conferense. Thus this division by states approximates
ecaference boundaries, and should be of valas to those ine
terested in variations between conferences in this region.

In Chapter IV the characteristics of the meambers as
found in this study are cempared with the characteristies
of the total pepulation in the same area. The same base
figure is used in all comparisons exvepting that of marital
status which differense is explained shen the marital statws
is compared. Further ecmperisons ars drawn betveen the esa~
berahip of the Pree Methodist Church, Upper Midwest Region,
and that of American Church 1ife in cases where cemparabdble
data 19 availadle.

Chapter V shows the extent of church participation
in relation to the eharacteristics. To differentiate, as
objeatively as possible, the "mest active}] "moderetely
active”, and the "least active" members with reapeet to par-
ticipation in the progrem of the church, the rating seales
were assigned nusericsl values as followss J -~ valuoe of 0,
f-vwlae of 1, Z - valus of 2, J - value of 3, and j -

value of 4. In order to arrive at ¢ total score for parti-



27

eipation in the church pregram, the seore on the ohurch ate
tendance sesle and the score on the ohurch partioipation
soale were oombined. Combining the two soales to srrive at
the total namericsl velua of the memders’ activity, the
highest possidble score would de 8 and the lowest, O. If the
meaber'’s total seore equslled 0, 1, or 2 he was olaseed as
"least active™; If his score equalled 3, 4, or 5 he wae
classed as "moderetely aotive;" and those vhose seore
oqoalled 6, 7, or 8 were classed as "most active.” 7This pro-
cedure of differentiating church activity into two oategories
of church attendance and chureh partioipation and then com=
bining them thus yielded a more inclusive evaluation of the
seabder’s chureh activity.

Limitations of the 8tudy

A limitation of this study is the laok of an instruo-
sent of measurement vhioh would give the seme objestive
meaning te each paster's snswers. The reliability of the
schedule returns 1s dependent upon how conscientious and
oareful eaeh respondent was in making his return. The lsrge
ma jority of schedules returned show careful vork, and have
been greatly appreciated. There were a few pastors, however,
who evidently were not so thoughtful as others. In some in-

stances tablee will show a discrepalSy detween the total
number of meabers reported and the number given for that



specific characteristic; this is due to some unused repliea,

It aust be remembered that this study gives only a
partial pictures it 1s a study of goge characteristics of
the church membera. Informstion on income of the membere,
for example, would supply further evidence of which segments
of the population aubscribe to the beliefa and wvslues of
this denomination; however, it was thought that information
of this kind collected by the method employed in thia study
would not be too reliable.

It may alao be noted as significant that this Upper
Midwest Region of the Free Methodiat Churth haa not been an
aggressive area of the denomination at large during this
decade. 7This 1s indicated by the fact that in the ten-year
period from 1941 to 1951 the churches in the conferences of
thia ares loat a total of 153 meambere, dropping froa 4181
aeubers over 16 yeare of age to 4028 members over 16 years
of uo;‘ vhereas the total meamberahip of the entire denomine-
tion 1nereased from 48,414 1in 19M° to 52,445 1n 1996

4Theae figures are cemputed from information given in
4942, and Conferenge Minutes, u§z

SConference ¥inutes, 1942, p. 289.
Scontersnce Minutes, 1952, p. 387.



CHAPTER IV
CHARACTERISTIC8 OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP

This chapter compares the age and sex composition,
marital status, education and occupation of the membership
of the Pree Methedist Church of the Upper Midwest Region
with the general population in this area.

The 1920 United Statas Census of Populatian, U. B
Rumsary of Genaral Characteristica, is the source for data

concerning the general population of the six-state area.}
For persons desiring information relative to specific

states, tables giving a state breakdown are included in the
appendix.

hge

Figure 1 reveals that, in comparison with the general
popuilation, & disproportionsts percentage of the membership
of the Free Methcdist Church in the Upper Midwest Area is
65 years of age and over. It will be noted that nearly a
fourth (23.5 percent) of the church membership is 65 years

— ==

lrho Upgor Midwest Region includes the states of
North and 8outh Dakota, Iowa, Minnesota, Wisconsin and the
northern half of I1linois. 8ince there is no means of dif-
ferentiating this srea of Illinois from the rest of the
state in the census, the entire state of Illinois is in-
cluded in the data *or the general population of the Upper
Midwest Region.



FIGURE 1

AGE COMPARISON OF FREE METHODIST CHWRCH MEMBERS OF THE WPPER
MIDWEST REGION AND THE GENERAL POPULATION IN THE SAME AREA
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of age and older as compared with only 12.4 percent of the
general population. PFigure 1 reveale that the Free Method-
ist Church contains a smaller proportion of individuals in
every age bracket except the two oldest categories. Parti-
cularly apparent is the small proportion in the younger age
brackete. The general population shows 17.1 percent in the
16-24 year, and 20.9 percent in the 2%=34 year category;

in contrast, the Free Methodist Church shows only 15.3 per-
cent in each of these categories.

These data suggest questions for needed future re-
search. Questions posed dy the age-composition of the Free
Methodist Church memberzhip in the Upper Midwest Area in-
clude the following: Is there a relationship between the
large proportion of elderly people in this denomination and
the censervative beliefs of the greup? Eave relatively
large numbers of the younger people of the chureh moved to
regions outside the area stndied? Have the churches of this
ares failed to provide an attractive and aggressive program
for youth?

Whatever the answer to these questions may be, the
pileturs presented by the age-composition comparison should
be of value to church leaders of the area in pointing up
the deficieney of young people in the composition of its
meabership.
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Sex

The ratio of the male to female members of the Free
Methodist Chureh offers another view of the membership of
this aasociation. 7This 1is given in terms of the nuwmder of
males per 100 females. The general population of the aree
shows a sex ratio of 98,7 in the 19%0 census.

The sex ratio of the church under study is 54.5 or,
in other words, almost two female mesbers for every male.
Considered again against the beckdrop of the general popue
lation this faect takes on ndt_loa import., It is generally
recognised, as showa by previous works cited, that women
psrtiocipate in chureh affairs more than menj ons might thus
exyect a larger numbdber of woren members among the Free
Methodists. Nowever, such a disproportionste sex ratio in
ecmparison to the genersl population ia undoudtedly & mate
tor for the attention of those interested in thia dencaim-
tion.

Figure 2 shows the coabined charscteriatica of age
and seX by percentages of males and femsles in each age
eategory. lost evident among the comparisons is the large
percent of femalee in the Free Methodist Church who are 65
years of age and over in comparison to the general pcpula~
tion of the ares (1%5.1 percent to 6.4 pereent).

In every age bracket but the 25«34 age group, the
Free Methodist Church shows a higher proportion of femalee



FIGURE 2

POPULATION PYRAMIDS OF THE FREE METHODIST CHURCH MEMBERSHIP, UPPER MIDWEST

REGION, AND THE GENERAL POPULATION IN THE SAME AREA
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in its memdbership than is seen in the comparable bracket of
the general population. There is a particular preponderance
of elderly females among the Free Nethodists as shown in
Figure 2.

A look at the percentages of males in the Free
Methodist Church, Upper Midwest Region, discloses a strik-
ingly different picture. Every age category, except the
65-and-older bracket, shows a smaller percentage of males
than the general population. The 65-and-older category con=
taing 8.3 percent of the Free Kethcdist males, while the
general population tabulates 6 percent. Particularly no-
ticeable is the disproportion among the younger age groups
for males; in the 16-24 year and the 25-34 year brackets the
Free Methodists show only 5.8 percent and 5.6 perceat re-
spectively while the general population indicates 8.5 percent
and 10.3 percent respectivelyY.

Iwo questions immediately arise from these observa-
ticns. First, why is there suoh a large proportion of
elderly people, especially females, in the Free Methodist
Church of this area? 8econd, why do the percentages of
males fall so far below those of females for every age
grouping, and is there a sinmilar dearth of males in all or
most church bodies?
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Marital S8tatus

Tadble III compares the members of the Free Methodist
Church, Upper Midwest Region, and the genersl population
with respect to marital status. Actually the data aecured
in this atudy is not completely comparable to that availadle
in the census reports since this study includes all persons
sixteen yeara of age and over while the census reports in-
clude all peraons fourteen years of age and older. HRowever,
the compariaon discloses a similarity of marital profile
with very little deviation in the married ¢ategory (67.9,
Pree lMethodists; 65.8, general population). The variance
of almost 7 percent in the single grouping is doudbtless due
in part to the differense in age bese of the two studies.
An observation of the widowed and divorced category reveals
a differenge with 13.5 percent of the Free Nethodists fall-
ing in this group but only 9.2 pereent of the general popu-
latieon. Census figures showed no breakdown between widowed
and divorced peoples, but the data in this study showed that
only 1.3 percent of the Free Methodists are divorced, leav-
ing 12.2 percent of these peraons as widowed.

Assuning that most widowed peraons are elderly and
nost single individuals are younger people, these findings
coincide with those already observed which indicate that
the Free Methodist Church in this area tends toward a pre-
ponderance of elderly people and a deficiency of younger
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TABLE IIT

COMPARIBON OF THR MARITAL BTATUS
of
FREE METHODIST CHURCH KBMBERS, UPFER MIDWEST RBGIOK,
with
THE GRNERAL POPULATION OP TRE AREA

(In Percent)

Widowed
Single  Married or Total
Divorced Percent

Free Methodist

General FPopulation 25.0 65.8 0.2 100
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1ndi viduals .
Education

A survey of the edusatienal attainment of Free
Nethodists in the Upper Midvest Ares es compared with the
gensrel population and with the church population as studied
by Liston Pope 1is presented to further delineate the charee-
Seriatics of this mssabership.

The median years of formal edusation cempleted by
Pree Nethodists 25 years of age and olde? is 11.7 while that
of the genersl popalation is 9.1, A cemparison of the Free
Nethodists with the genersl population in a breakdown of
years of forsal education ocempleted is aeen in Tadble IV whieh
shows the same genersl finding as the median yeers of formsl
edusetion but indicated more apecifically the areas ef dif-
ferense. Vhereas 49.5 percemt eof the genersl pepulation has
eompleted O thruugh 8 years of formal education, 37 persent
of the rree Nethodiats fall within this grouping. HNowever,
43 pereent of ths 7ree Nethodists have ceapleted all or jart
of their seesoadary edusation vhile only 37 persent of the
gehsTal pepulation have done se. Twenty-plws percent of the
Froo Methodists have completed all or part of their college
training Yhereas enly 13.6 percent of the generel pepulatien
shows similar ettairment. It 1a evident that the Free
Methodist nembdership has ccapleted a higher averuge of fore



TABLE IV

COMPARIBON OF THE YEARS OF FORMAL EDUCATION
of
FREE METHODIST CHURCH MEMBERS, UPPER MIDWEST REGION,
with
THE GENERAL POPULATION OF THE AREA
(In Percent)

Years of Education

13 and Total
0.8 9«12 over PFercent

Free Methodist 16.9 42.9 20.2 100
Kembers

General Population 49.5 16.9 13.6 100
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mal education than is seen in the general population.

8ince it 1s generally assumed that a religious associ-
ation is a selective group, the question arises: Are all
churches as selective in educational attainment as these
findings indicate the Free Methodist Church in the Upper Mid-
west Region to be? Table V offers some insight into this
question by comparing the educational attzinment of the mea-
bership of the Free Methodiet Church with that of the total
church members as found by Liston Pope in his work cited in
Chapter 11I.

Forty-eight percent of the church members studied by
Mr. Pope have completed a secondary education and 51 percent
of the Free Methodists in the area under study have finished
seconda¥y school. Conversely, 49 percent of the Free Nethod-
ists have less than a complete high school education and 52
percent of the church meambers in Pope's study fall within
this category.

A smaller percentage of Free Methodists have com-
pleted college (7.5 percent) than is shown by the chaurch
population studied by Pope (11.0 percent). In evsluating
this comparison it is of interest to note that there is a
Free Methodist junior college located in Wessington Bprings,
8outh Dakota, which serves the area under study. Possibly a
number of Free Methodists of this area have completed a two-

year terminal course offered by this achool but would thus
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TABLE V

COMPARISOX OF THE EDUCATIONAL ATTAIRNENT
of
JHEE METHODIST CHURCH MEMBENE , UPPER MIDWEST RROION
with
THE STUDY MADE BY LISTON POPE

Percent with Perecent Persent
Less than Complete Graduated of
High School from College
ucation Righ 8chool Greduates

Free Methodist
Members a9 ) | 75

Liston Pope
Study 52 48 11.0
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not qualify as "college graduates.™

These facts cited with respect to years of formal edu-
cation indicate that the Free Methodist members in the Upper
Midwest Region have attained considerabdly more formal educa-
tion than the general population in the saxe region, and that
they show sn amount of formal education comparable to that of

the general churech population repreaented in Pope's study.
Ocecupations

Thirteen occupational groupings were included in the
schedule. Bowever, Table YI shows the percentages of com-
bined groups of occupations of the Free Mcthcdists as com-
pared with similar groupings tabulatef for the general popu=
lation. In Appendix B is a table which gives detalled occu=
pational breakdown including all thirteen occupational divie
sions by state.

Categories combined to obtain data for Table VI are
professional, business men and msnagers, Group Ij clerks and
kindred workers, skilled manual workers, Group II; unskilled
workers and service workers, Group III; farm owners, tenant
faraers, and farm laborers, Group IV. Categories combined
from the 1950 census to obtain similar occupational divisions
in the genoral population are: professional, technical,
kindred workers, and managers, officials, proprietors except

faram, OGroup I; craftsmen, foremen, kindred workers, and



TABLE VI

COMPARIBON OF TRE COMBIBED GROUPS OF OCCUPATION

of
PREE METHODIST CEURCH MEVBERS, UPPER MIDFESBT REOGIOR,
with
THE GENERAL PCPUIATIOR OF THE AREA
(In Percent)
Professiomsl, 8killed Manml, Inskilled Fars Owners,
Business Yea, Clerks, Ladorers, Temnts;, Total
Hamagers and Forezan, snd and and Fercent
Propri Kindred Service laborers
Zxaept Farm Yorkers Sorkers
m
§ g %
Free Nethodist
Nembdeore 24.4 29.1 24.7 21.8 100
Gener=)
Population 16.5 28.7 26.8 26.6 98.6°

®1.4% was not reported in the census tadalation.
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sales workers, clerical and kindred workers, Group II} oper-
atives, private household workers, laborers except farz and
xine, and service workers, Group IIIj; farmers, fars managers,
and fars ladborers, Group IV.

Table VI indicates that Group I shows the greatest
variance between the Free Methodist and the general popula-
tion since 24 percent of the Free Methodiats fall within
this category while only 16.5 percent of the genersl popule-
tion are included here. Group II shows 1little varfance be-
tween the Free NMethodista (29 percent) and the genersl popu-
lation (28 percent). BSomewhat larger deviation is seen in
Group III which includes ,26 percent of the general popula-
tion and 24 percent of the Free Methodists. In Group IV
the deviation enlarges to 5 percent with the general popula-
tion registering 26 percent and the Free Methodists only
21 percent. Thus we find that the occupations whioh require
more education comprehend a larger proportion of the Free
Methodist sembership in this area than of the genersl popu-
lation; and correspondingly, that those occupations requir-
ing less education eomprise a smaller proportion of Free
Methodists than of the genersl population.

Groups I and IV are oomparable to the occupational
divisions employed by Pope in his study of the general
ohurch population. The findings of this study coincide
quite closely to his description of Protestant church popu~



lation which includes 24 percent in the professional and
business class while the Free Methodists show 25 percent.
Pope finds 19 percent of church members in general to be
faroers while this study indicates that 22 percent of the
Free Methodists are fara people. The large rural populstion
in the area Under observation may account for a part of the
deviation in this division.

Although groups II and III are not comparable to
Pope's categories, these two comparisons indicate a similar-
ity between the occupational status of the members of the
Free Methodist Church in the Upper Kidwest Region and that
of church members throughout the United States as studied
by Liston Pope.

To summarise, it is seen that in coaparison with the
general population of the same areea, the Pree Nethodists in
the Upper Midwest Region indicate a disproportionate number
of elderly persons, especially females and a smaller per-
centage of young males; their meabership shows almost two
males for each female in comparison with about one to one
in the genersl population; the percentage of married persons
is almoat identical but there are fewer single persons and
more widowed among the membership of this church than found
in the total population. The PFree Methodists have completed
a higher average of formal education than the total popula-
tion and a degree coxmparable to that of the church popula-
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tion; eccupationally they have larger percentages included
in Groups I and II (professions, skilled laborers, etc.)
and smaller percentages in Groups IYI and IV (unskilled,

faruers, etc.) than the population of the area shows.



CHAPIER V
PARTICIPATION OF THE MEMBERSHIP

81 nsce the value of a meader to any organization is
usually appraised in terms of the extent to whioh he partici-
pates in that orgsnization, it is a concern of this study to
determine what charaoteristics are positively related to the
extent which meabers of the Pree Methodist Church of the Up-
per Kidwest Region participate in the activity of that ssso-
olation. Each charaoteristic selected for observation in the
genersal sohedule is thus considered in its relstionship to
the extent of membership activity in the sssociation.

The data cited in Chapter II from the Cathalic Rigsat
will be used in comperisonyl however, the resder should keep
in mind that only general comparisons sre sppropriate sincee
the methodologies of the two studies differ. Chapter III of
this study gives full information as to the procedure fol=-
lowed in determining the extent of sotivity for each seaber.

Out of the entire memdership of the Free Methodists
in this region 58 percent are classified as "most aotive",

24 percent as "moderately active™, and 18 percent as "least

sctive.” Clearly a high level of membership activity is

1Lnndborg 8chrag, Larson, gp, git., p. 570. 8Bee
Appendix B for abridged copy:
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indicated by these data. The Gatholic Digest study dis-
closes that only 25 percent of Protestant adults attend

church every Sunday, and 32 percent do not attend.Z2 Even a
combination of the percentages of those attending ehurch
every 8unday (25 persent) and those who attend about three
times a month (16 percent) fails to equal the "most active"
totsl of the Free Methodists (41 percent of the general Pro-
testant population, 58 percent of the Free Methodists). It
is evident that the members of this association manifest
greater activity in the churgh 1ife than might be expected
according to the findings of previous works. These data
bear out the hypothesis of this study in respect to meambder-
ship activity.

Age and Participation

WVhen membershiy activity is surveyed in terms of the
ages of the participants, the largest percentage of "most
active™ members is found 1in the 25 to 34 year age division
(Table VII). S8ixty-five percent of the members within this
ege grouping are classified as "most active" while less than
12 percent are "least active."” 1In contrast, the age group
of 65 and over evidences the least amount of church activity;

45 perecent "most active,” 28 percent "least active.” It is

2Ibids, pe 570.
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also interesting to note that this category includes a
larger cusber of members than any other single grouping.

If the percentages of members e¢lassified as "most active®
are cemdined with the "moderately active," the 2%=34 age
group still lesds in church g@ctivity (88 percent "most and
moderstely active”). However, the 4%5=54 age diviaion ia s
close seoond with 87 percent "most and moderately active.”
Members who are 65 snd over register the amallest percentage
of "most and moderstely active" (71 percent). Frea every
vantage point thé 2%=34 year plds are thus seen as the most
setive age group and the 6% year o0lds and over as the least
active.

These 4ata ooincide with the findings of the study in
the Cathalic Dizsss.which also attribute the least activity
1% the church pregrea to indiviGmals 65 sna older.3 The
most striking difference in the findings of the two studiea
11es in the wide divergenee of percents of "most activs"
participants. Wheress this study shows one age group of the
Pree Nethodista (2%=34) with 65 percent of its membders clase
sified as "most active,” the study of the genersl Protestant
church population indicetes 34 percent as the highest per-
centage of individuals who attend church every 8abdbdeth in
any category (18-24), Even by combining this figure with

31v1d.; pe 570,
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the pereent of members whe attend three 8undays out of four,
a total of only 46 percent of the meabership is reached.
This percentage falls very near to the percent of "most
active” in the Pree Methodist age grouping of 65 and older
(45 percent) which was found to show the least activity of

the age categories.
S8ex and Participation

Tadble VIII provides a comparison of the extent of
church activity of males and feasles. Although females out~
ntmber males almost two to one in church membership, a
slightly larger proportion of males (%8 percent) than fe-
males (57 percent) are found in the "most active" category.

Thus, if only the percentages of "most active" men-
bers are considered, a difference of less than one percent
is noted between males and females. If the "most active"
and "moderately active" divisions are combined there is even
less difference between the amount of activity by the sexes
in the church program. This combination gives the females
a very slight advantage (.2 percent) over the males. These
findings indicate that although there are just a little over
half as many males as females, percentagewise the rales
show as much activity in the church as the females. This

is contrary to the data cited in Chapter II by previous
studies, including the Cathglic Digiesgt which reports 4 per-
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oent more females than males attending church every Sabbath
and 7 percent fewer femeles than males vho never attend
church.4

Questions arise from these findings: ™hy do male
members of Free Eethodism in the Upper Hidwest Region differ
from the male members of the general Protestant churoh popu=
lation with respect to smount of ochurch activity? Is it be=
oause the local church semderships tend to be small and to
expeot more of the individuel? 1Is it decause of the con=
eervative delief whioh demends a grester spirit of sacrifioe
and devotion?

Karital Status and Participation

That married membders ars likely to be more aotive
than single, widowed, or divorced members cf the Free
Methodist Chureh in the Upper Nidwest Region 1s ehown by
Table IX which revesls that 59.7 percent of the married are
found in the "most aoctive®™ ceterory. 8ingle people register
the next lergest percentage of "most active”™ members with
56 percent, and widows or widewers the next largeet with
47 yereent. Divorced persons show the leaet asctivity (44
pereent "moat ective"). However, since there are only 2%
divoreed individuals in the eatire study, this finding may

4Ikidss p. 570.




TARLE IX

EXTERT OF PARTICIPATION IN CHURCH PROGRAN PY MARITAL STATUS OF NEMBERS

(In Pereant)
O e e i L e e
Ramber least Uoderately ¥ost Total
in Active dctive Active Pareant
Seample
T ——— e ——— ]
Single 305 21.5 2347 568 100
Widowe or
Divorced 2% 20.0 36.0 44.0 100

31



not be significant.

Widowed people show a large percentage of "least
active” (29-plus percent) and this is the only maritsl group
in which the percent of "least active” members is greater

than the percent of "moderately active” members (23 percent).
Bducation and Farticipation

The extent of church activity according to the numder
of years.of formal education of the Free Methodists is pre-
sented in Table X. RExcept for the small group of 31 members
posseasing over sixteen years of education, there appears to
be a positive correlation between the number of years of for-
mal education and the amount of church activity.

A high of 22 percent is found in the "least active”
category representing members who have completed 8 or less
years of formal edusstionj eonversely only 12 percent of
those members with college level education are classified as
“"least active.”

On the other hand, 68 percent of those members with
college level education are "most active,” but only 47 per-
cent of the memxbers with eighth grade or less education are
classed as "most active." This study further subdbstantiates
the assertions of previous works cited with respect to the
effect of education upon church activity and again demon-

strates that as the amount of education increases the trend



TABLR X

OF PARTICIPATION IR CHURCE PROGRAK BY EDUCATIORRL ATIAIMMEST OF MENBERS

(Ia Percent)

Bamber Lesst Eoderately Most Total
Grades in dctive Active Active Percent

Sample
T R N I P TR T T e e e T B Sy i e e S e b TS R
O-«8 638 227 30.0 47.3 100
9 - 12 75‘ 15.‘ 23.2 610‘ 100
13. « 16 326 12.9 19.4 68.1 100
Over 16 30 604 32.3 6103 100

55



56

tomrd greater activity in church affairs also increases.
Ogcupation and Participation

Table XI provides the first picture of occupationsal
groupings end their relation te church participation among
the Free Methodists. This table indicates that students
and tenant farmers have the largest percentages of meambers
in the "most active" category (66 percent for both groups).
Bowever, several other occupation®l groups including farms
owners, skilled manusl workers, clerks, and professional
people also indicated 60 or more percent of their members
olassified “most active.”

At the other end of the activity scale are the re-
tired people, (40 percent "least active™), farm laborers
(31 percent), unemployed (29 percent), and unskilled workers
(23 percent). The retired people comprise the only category
which registered a larger percentage of "least active”
(40.7) than "most active® (35.9). This coincides with the
£inding of members 6% and older to be the "least active"
age group.

The housewives include by far the largeet nimber of
members (738) and register better than half way up the
activity scale with 59 percent of their group classified
"most active", 25 percent "moderately active," and 15 per-

cent "least active.”
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TABLE XI

EXTENT OF PARTICIPATION IN CHURCH PROGRAM
BY OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF MEMBERS
(In Percent)

s = — = —— — ————— ]
Number Least MNoderately kost Total

Oscupation in Active Active Active Percent
Semple
e — e — - em mmrm A e e e s — —— = -]
Professionmal 126 11.9 25.‘ 62.7 100
Business Men
and Managers 72 15.3 29.2 555 100
Clerks and

Kindred Workers 100 18.0 19.0 63.0 100
8killed Manusal

Workers 136 14.7 25.0 60.3 100
Unskilled Wecrkers 130 23.2 27.7 49.1 100
SBerviee Workers 70 17.4 30.4 5$2.2 100
Farm Owners 111 12.6 22,5 64.9 100
Housewives 738 15.2 5.5 59.3 100
Tenant Farmers 50  15.1 18.9 66.0 100
Unemployed 31 29.0 35.9 35.5 100
Fara Laborers 16 31.3 12.5 56.2 100
Retired 189 40.7 23,8 35.% 100
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Another espect of the participation-occupation piloe
ture is provided by Tedble XII whish coabines groups of OCe
ocupations inte four major divisions. Thie arrangeaent of
ococupations reveals that the farmers register the largest
percentage of "most ective” memders (65 peraent); the
skilled msnual group renks next with 61 percent; the profes-
siom)l peocple third with 60 percent; and the unskilled work-
ors last with dut %0 percent classified as "most active."”

By combining the "most active" percentsges with the
"moderately active" percentages the professionsl division
ranks firet with 87 percent; the farm group renks closely
behind with 8% percent; tho. skilled manosl wvorkers register
almost 84 percent, and the unskilled ladorers still fall
behind with 79 percent.

These findings appear to corrodorate the édata pre-
sented in the section dealing with education and partieipa-
tion in that, excepting the farm group, those meadbers whose
ococupstions require more education ars more sotive in church
11fe than those members whose cocupations require less educs~
tien.

In smmation of this chapter it may be reviewed that
the age category showing the greatest percent of “"moet
soctive® members 1s the 2%-34 year group; that percentage-
vise msles and females indicate very similar activity traits;
that married perecns are “most active"; that there 1s o



TABIE XII

EXTENT OF PARPICIPATION IN CHURCH FROGRAM BY COMBIRED GROUFE OF OCCUPATION

(In Percent)
Rumber Least Rodezately Most Total
Ocotxpations in Active Active Active Fercent
Sasmple
Professiom),
Basiness h,
and Naragers 198 13.1 26.8 60,1 100
Skilled m
Clerks
Kindrel orkers 236 16.1 22.5 61.4 100
Unskilled atd
—Servine Varters 200 21.0 28.% 9.5 100
arm W,
Zenxnts—snd
Ladorers 177 14.7 20.3 65.0 100
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positive correlation between the numder of Years of formal
education and the amount of church ectivity; and that farm
people and workers in those occupations requiring the most
edusation show more church astivity than those in ocoupa-~
tions requiring less education.



CEAPTER VI
CHARACTERISTICS OF THE CHURCH LAY LEADERS

In this study 35 percent of the members of the Free
Hethodist Church in the Upper Midwest Region are classified
as officials or "leaders."” These people are elected by the
loecal church body and they comprise the "official board™ of
each local church.

A member of a local Free Methodist Church who is
elected to any of the following offices automatically bde-
comes a member of the official board:s local preachers, ex-
horters, evangelists, deaconesses, stewirds, class leaders,
S8anday 8chool superintendent, advisor to the local youth
organisation, president of the Women's Missionary S8ociety,
treasurer of the society, president of the men's group, and
trustees of the local church property. For the purposes of
this study, a samber of the local church official board is
defined as sn “official member.”

This official bdoard is the body which determines the
policies of the local church and outlines the program of
aetion to »e undertaken. The functions of such a board are
circumscribed by genersl church rules and regulations, bdut
much of the planning and decision-making which is necesssry
to organized church 1ife is done by this body. In view of

these facts, the membdbers of the official board mey be core
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reotly considered the important lay leaders of the local
Eethodist Church.

The question arises as to whether these leaders vary
in their characteristice froz the main body of the meaber-
ship, and if so, in what ways?

Tabulations which relate to these officials in the
Free Methodist Church of the Upper Midwest Region appear in
Tadbles XIII through XIX, each of which contains two columns
of data. Columsn I, entitled "Percent of Total Officials,®
reveals the composition of the official group sgccording to
the pereentage of officials in each division. Columm II
1iste the composition of the entire membership by percent
thus providing a basis for comparison between the official
mombership and the total membership. A category of officials
containing a larger percent than the corresponding eategory
in the total membdership indicates a preference among the Pree
Methodists in choosing officials from that particular group.
A estegory of officials containing a smkller percent than
the corresponding category in the total membership indicates
averseness in choosing officials fram that group. The larger
the difference between the rercsants of officials and member-
ship the greater the degree of either preference or averse-

ness for that specific cstegory.
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Age and Leadlership

The official membership ia comprised largely of per-
sons thirty-five years of age and older; whereas the total
membership is rather evenly distributed among all age cate-
gories except for a large percentage of people who are 65
and over (Table XIII). The difference between the cemposi-
tion of the officials and the total membership is greateat
in the 16=~24 age group (11 percent fewer officials). The
next greateat difference ia found in the 45-54 age categery
with 6 percent more officiala than total membership. The
55=64 age group includes 5. percent more officiala than the
total membership. There are 2 percent fewer officiala who
are 65 and older than in the corresponding category of the
total memdership.

These statistioa reveal that Free Nethodista ohoose
very few officiala between the agea of 16 and 24 and that
there is a preference for officiala who are between the
ages of 35 and 64. The greatest preference is indicated
for officials between 45 and 54, while those over 65 are

not preferred.
S8ex and Leadership

Although the church membership ae a whole in thia
region contains a predominance of womem, there ia an ob-

vious preference for malea as officiala since 47 percent of



TABLE XIII

CHURCH OFFICIALS BY AGE

I II
Percent Percent
Age of Total of Total
Categories Officials Membership
(n=-687) (n=1924)
16 = 24 4 15.3
29 - 34 15 15.3
35 - 44 20 17.1
" - 54 21 14.8
5’ - 6‘ 1’ 14.0
65 & over 21 21.5

Total 100 100
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the officials are males while only 35 percent of the total
sample 1is male (Tadble XIV). In contrast 53 percent of the
officials are females but 64 percent of the total sample are
females. Actually a few more females than males occupy of-
ficlal positions (93 percent), but a decided preference for
males is indigated.

Marital Status and Leadership

Eighty-one percent of the officials of the Free
Methedist Church are married persons, 10 percent are widowed,
8 percent single and one percent divorced (Table XV). 1In
comparison, about 68 percent of the total membership are mar-
ried, over 18 percent are single, 12-plus percent widowed and
ene=plus pereent divorced. The difference of 13 percent be-
tween the proportion of married officials and the total mea-
bership shows a large preference for married people to serve
as officialsj the variation of 10 percent fewer single of-
fielals than the total membership reveals a decided rejec-
tion of single peraons as leaders in the church. There is
a slight averseness toward widowed people serving as offi-
cials as indicated by a 2 percent variance between the per-
centage of widowed people in the total gembership &nd in
the official segment. Comparison of the divoreed indi-
viduals indieate dut a 0.3 percent variation; however, only

25 persons are in the category, thus any finding would not
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TABLE XTIV

CHURCH OFFICIALS BY BEX

B e — — —— —————— —————  — ————  — ———————

b ¢ 11
Percent Percent
Bex of Total of Total
Categories officials Memberehip
(n-687) (n-1962)
Male 47 36.4
Female 53 63.6

Total 100 100
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TABLE XV

CHURCE OFFICIALS EY MARITAL STATUS

_—
I II

Marital Percent Percent
Status of Total of Total
Categories 0fficials Membership
(n~-687) ( n-1962)
Bingle 8 18.6
Widow or Widower 10 12.2
Diverced 1l 1.3
Married £l 67.9

Total 100 100



68

be significant.
Education and lLeadership

The composition of the official membership varies
little from that of the total membership in respect to edue
cation (Table XVI). The largest variation is the 2-plaus
percent fewer officials in the high school category than
the total membership shows for the same category; there is
but 1.5 percent difference in the college group, l.1 perecent
variation between the two groups in the grade school cate-
gory and only 0.3 percent variation in the categories of
those with more than sixteen years of education. These
findings indicate that elucation does not act as a marked
selective factor in the electing of church officials among
the Pree Methodists.

Occupation and Leadership

The proportion of officials in occupational cate-
gories 1s indicated in Tedbles XVII and XVIII. It is readily
seen that housewives dominate the oecupational picture, com-
prising 37 percent of the official members (Table XVII).
8killed laborers are next with 1l percent and fars owners
third with 9 percent. No other occupational group shows
more than 7 percent representation in the official memder-

'hipo
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TABLE XVI

CHURCR QFPICIALS BY YEARS OF FORMAL BDUCATION

I II
Years Percent Percent
of of Total of Total
Bducation Officials Membership
Categories (n-619) (n=1748)
e e ———
0-8 38 36.9
13 = 16 19 18.5

Total 100 100



TABLE XVII

CHURCH OFFICIALS BY OCCUPATIONAL STATUS

——————eee— e e
I II

Percent Percent
Occupation of Total of Total
Categories Officials Membership

(n-687) (n=1929)

Professional 7 7.0
Business-Managerial 6 2.7
Clerks 7 57
8killed Laborers 11 6.5
Unskilled Laborers 6 7.5
Bervice Vorkers 4 2.9
Farm Owners 9 4.9
Housewives 37 39.5
Tenant Farmers 4 3.5
Unemployed 5 2.5
Farm Laborers 5 0.9
Retired 7 9.1
Students 1 7.3

Total 100 100
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When the composition of officials is compared with
the composition of the total sample it becomes evident that
there 18 a preference for skilled laborers, farm owners, and
business ané managerisl workers to serve as officials (Table
IVII). Only é=plus percent of the total sample is composed
of skilled laborere, but 11 pereenmt of the officials are in
this category. 8imilarly, only 5 pereent of the total sam-
ple are farm owners, but 9 percent of the officials are fars
oenere) 2 peroent of the total sample are business mana-
gerial workere, but é percent of the officials are included
in this category.

By way of contrest, 7 pereent of the total sample ie
composed of students, but only 1 percent of the officials
ere in the student group. Also 19 percent of the total sam~
ple are housewives, but 317 percent are officials. These
figures indieate that althoegh the propertion of housewives
vho are officials 1s large, they sre not actually preferved
for efficisl capacity. dtudents, unskilled laborers, unem~
ployed, fare laborers, and retired people also show a hege-
tive differential indicating that they are net preferred
for leadership.

Tadble XVIIY, which combines groups of productive
workers and eliminates housewives and others fram the scens,
shows skilled manmel workers, eto., to % the predomimnt
occsupational group (32 percent of the officials). Farm



TABLE XVIII

CHURCH OFPICIALS BY COMBINED GROUPS OF OCCUPATIOR

I 11
Percent Percent
Oscupation of Total of Total
Categories Officials Meabership
(n=362) (n=-811)
P - - — = = ———— ——— —— — = - ———  ——————— - — .. — 3 ]
Prefessional,
Business Men,
and Managers 23.2 24.4
8killed ¥anual,
Clerks and
Kindred Yorkers 32,9 29.1
Unskilled and
Service Workers 18.8 24,7
Marm M."’
Tenants and
laborers 25.1 21.8

Total 100 100
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workers rank sscond (25 percsnt), professional, businessmen,
etc., third with 23 percent, and unskilled workers last with
18 percent. Free Methodists prefer the farm workers group
and the skilled manual and clerical workers for their offi-
cials, and do not prefer unskilled and servics workers for
official capacity. PFarmer people comprise 21 percent of

the total sample but account for 25 percent of the officials;
likewise skilled meanual and clerical workers make up 29 per-
cent of the total sample and comprise almost 33 percent of
the officials. In contrast, 24 pereent of the total sample
are unskilled and service workers, but only 18 percent of
the officials are within this category. #rofessionsl and
businessmen appear in almost the same proportions in both

the official group and the total sample.
Participetion and Lesadership

Out of the total memberahip of the Free Methodists
in the Upper Midwest Region, 58 percent are reted "most
active.” Concomitently, thsss peopls are the most likely
to be chosen for official capaeity and they make up 82 per-
cent of the official body (Table XIX). ZTwenty-four percent
of the total sample are "moderately active™ but only 15 per
cent of the officials were so rated. Eighteen percent of
the total sample are rated "“least active™ bdut only 3 per-

cent of this category serve as officials.
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TABLE XIX

CHURCH OFFICIALS BFY EXTENT OF PARTICIPATION

I IX
Extent Percent Percent
of of Total of Total
Participation Officials Membership
Categories (n=687) (n=1962)
B  -—— ]
Most Active 82 1]
Moderately Active 19 24
Least Active 3 18

Total 100 100
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In conclusion it may be pointed out that in this
church and area the preference for lay leaders or officisle
runs to males, to individuals between 35 and 65, to married
persons, and to farm workers or skilled manual laborers.

The numbder of years of formal education does not appear to
operate as a selective factor in the choice of leaderas, btut
e high preference for individusls rated as "most active® is
noted. The actusl composition of the official group differs
from the composition of the total sembership mainly in the
disproportionate percentage of male leaders, of married

people who are officials, and of the "most active” membera.



CRAFTER VII
SUNMARY AND CONCLUSIONS
Summary of the Characteristics

The centrel problea of thia etudy as previously
stated is: What are the charscteristics of the peeple in
the Upper Midwest Region who subscribe to the beliefs and
values of the Free Methodist Chureh? Other relative gues-
tiens aret That is the relation of chureh setivity to the
seleseted charscteristics of the Free Methodiets, Upper Nié-
west Region? Do the lay lesders of thia denomineticn pos~
sess distinct charescteristics from the general meadbership
as found in the Upper Midweet Region?

This study Treveals that the Free Nethedists of the
Upper Midwest Region comprise a religious association whieh
differs considersdly in its eharacteristics from the generel
population of that same regien. With reapect to the charee-
teristics of age, sex, and edusation the differences are
meat clearly defined; oecupation and smarital stetus do not
show auch merded variance, dbut appreciadle differences are
indicated.

Contrery to the hypothesis cn age this study shows
that a much larger proportion of Free Nethodists are older
people than ie foumd in the genersl popwlation; also there
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is a comparatively small proportion of young people under
35,

There are nearly twice as many females as males
among the Free MNethodists, confirming the hypothesis on sex,
and almost all age categories in their memdership include
a smaller peroentage of males than is evidenced in the
general population. Questions arise as to why females demi-
nate the numerical meadership to such a marked degree, and
as to what steps might be taken te equate more closely the
representation by sex in the membdbership.

Free Methodists have a higher average of formal edu-
cation than the general population, but are adbout on a par
with the educational average of the membership of American
Church life in general. Linked with the educational factor
is the greater incidence of Free Nethodists who are employed
in the so~called "higher" occupations and a smaller per-
centage in the "lower” occupations than is found in the
general population of the same region. Almost 30 percent
of the productive workers in this denomination a2re classed
as skilled manual ladorers, clerks, foremen, and kindred
workers, while nearly 25 percent are professional, business~
sen, managers, or proprietors.

Free Methodists differ only slightly from the genersl
population in the proportion of married persons in their

meabership, but they ineclude a larger proportion of widowed



people and a smaller proportion of single people than 1s
found in the general population of the same area. As ex-
pected in a denocmination with these beliefs, a very low in-
cidence of divorce is evidenced; this picture substantiatea

the hypothesis on marital status.
Summary of Participation by Characteristics

By relating these characteristics of sge, sex, edu-
cation, occupation and marital status to church activity,
some of the factors which influence church partieipation
become evident. The greatest rate of activity among the
Pree Methodists in this region is found in people between
the ages of 25-34, and married persons are more active than
members in other marital categories.

Contrary to the hypothesis on male church activity,
it 1s diseovered that Pree Methodist males are just as
active in the church as are females. In the light of pre-
vious studies this 1s a significant finding for this ehurch.

Bducation is clearly a motivating force to church
activity since people with more formal education sre also
more active in this association; this upholds Eypothesis 7.
Farthermore, Free Methodists employed in oecupations which
require more education tend to show more church activity
than meabers employed in occupatious requiring less edueca-
tion. Within its acope and methodology this study supports
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the findings of other research and demonstrates that more
active church participation is concomitant with a higher
educational attainmment among the Free Methodists in the
Upper Midwest Region.

The very high degree of church activity evidenced
throughout the Free Nethodist membership in the Upper Mid-
west Roegion, males as well as females, may be due in part
to the majority of small, local churches in which many as-
pects of primary group relationships exist. In addition,
the Free Methodists are a dencmination requiring relatively
"strict" standards of behaviorj; this would tend to promote
group identification and solidity within the membership of

the denomaination.
Summary of lay Leadership Distinotiens

The data of this study concerning the lay leaders of
the church reveal that leaders are distinctive from the
general meamabership in that the male percentage of leaders
is greater than that found in the total meabership. A
higher percent of married persons and "most active" members
sre leaders. Middle-aged people who sre occupationally
established are preferred for officials while the amount
of education possessed by a member seemingly hes no rels-
tion to his being chosen as a leader. Eypothesis 8 is
substantiated by these findings except in regard to educa-
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tion; this was expected to be a selective factor in choosing

leaders.
Conclusions

The largest proportion of Free Methodists in the Up=-
per Midwest Region are older people, but their most active
members are between the ages of 25 and 34. The lay leaders
of the denomination are, for the most part, between the ages
of 45 and 64.

Although the Free Methodists are in majority women,
they prefer men for their lay leaders and consequently there
are almost as many men as women sorving officially. Men and
women manifest almost an equal rate of church activity. The
preference for male leaders and the degree of mele activity
is a reflection of the continued adherence to the traditional
Bale role in American society.

A large majority of the Free Methodists are married
people who are also the most active in church life. Mar-
ried persons tend to be chosen for lay leadership and pre-
dominate numerically among the officials.

8lightly nmore than helf of the Free Methodists are
high school graduates, and the average of formal education
is well above that of the general populatiﬁn. Considering
these findings and the fact that more education is con-

comitant with increased church activity, it is significant
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to note that the Free Methodists do not appear to consider
the education of members in choosing lay leaders. Thia
indicates that there are untapped human resources within the
meabership.

The occupational picture of the Free Methodists is
not conglusive, but the data have indicated a slightly
greater proportion of the merbership in "higher" occupations
and a slightly smaller proportion in "lower" occupations
than 1s found in the general population. Farm people, busi-
ness men, professional, and skilled persons are moat active
in the church, ané are preferred for official positions.

The skilled manual laborers cbnatitnto the- largest single
occupational group among officiala.

The results of this study cannot be regarded as con-
clusive relative to the social class structure of Pree
Methodist Church membera in the Upper lidwest Region, but
occupationsl and educational data suggest that the majority
of the membership of the denowination in this region would
be considered as upper middle and/or lower middle class
rather than lower middle and/or upper lower class as was

indicated by previous research.
Implications for Future Resedrch

This reaearch has discovered facts which give rise

to new concepts which in turn suggest problems for addi-



tional study. Following is a partial 1ist:

Does a smaller fundamental church such as the Free
Methodist denomination exhibit a holding power on its youth
that is less than, equal to, or greater than that exerted
by larger, more liberal denominations?

Are the males of other fundamental churches as active
in the program of their denomination as the females?

How does the extent of church participation found in
this study comapare with church activity found in other
churches of approximately the same sise?

Is education a selective factor in other denomina-
tions; both liberal and fundamental, relative to the cheice
of lay leadership?
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COPY OF THR LETTER SENT TO ALL PASTORS IN THR AREA

Bruse L. Kline
Barmcks 202
Brookings, South Dakote

Attentions Pustors of the Mee Methodist Churehes
Dear Pastors

We are asking yeu to partieipate in a ssientifie
study which, we trust, vill de of presetical wvalue to the
ehureh and to you as & loeal pastore 7The aim of this
study 13 to learn the osoupations of our chureh aembers
in this "Upper Midwest Ares,” and other relevant iteass con-
sereing them. Wouldn't you like to know shat mu&lnuf
poople the chureh is contaeting and those to wvhoa
chureh is not mimistering? Would it de of interest to yenu
to knov shether education inoreases or desreases a person’s
partioipation in ehurch aetivity? With your coceperstion,
we expeot to De able to answer these Questions and others.

¥hen rum\: ot the emelesed guestionmeire, please
keep in mind that the reliabdility of this study is highly
depondent qt:n the accursey of ysur informtion. The fimsl
results of this study, shieh 1s a thesis prodlem, will bde
antiﬂ&: from the au&hor apen request wvhen it has deen
completed.

Thank you for your assistanse.
Sincerely yours,

Bruce L. Kine
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EEEX 10 ALL PASIOM 1X IR RERION
DIRECTIONB FOR PILLING OUT TBE QUEBTIONEAIRE:

Columm I
se Do not give maned.
be Do net enteo nemders oa your ghuredh reoorde.
c. Inslude esch full or prodaticnary memder ever 16.

Colmas II, III, and IV are self-explamatory.
Column V. Cheok in the appropriate spaee if the memder ¢
B - 8ingle D « Divoreed
= ¥idow or vidower K o Married

Colmmn VIi. Chureh attendanse refers to attendanse at Sunday
sayvigea.

B « Prustically never oV muy
P « Frequently

Celwma VYII. Chuareh participation refers te attendanse at
oeharch pregreas other Sunday services.—The letters
have the came mesning as these in Column VII.

Column VIIX. m.mumommmrumm
beleags to your effieial bea

cdr n;‘ The -m shotld %0 placed in ome of the fellew
cs Desessa
iy OB g

lmouioul « lasyers, doctors, dentists, scheecl
Seashere, editors; ete:
 Dumtvees wen: and uum rietore and mmasgerd of
busimenses, m::nl_nl_di siooal menagers, departe-

3. Cler®s ﬂ uum vorkers - aceountants, salesaen,
pooul elerke, ouumm, nlumlo insteres,

4o auun mhl]l varke?d - coatruetors, faetery fersmon,
,_d.nmuun, carpenters, -mmu._wm_

!'Ft!— eto
5« Unskilled -uhn :uut.uu to skilled mn.

faotory workers, nms! heavy ladorers,

6. Berviee sanere, bntcms, oenﬂumo,
taxi Mvm. mtm, e%.
g‘: rest of T o9 are uu‘n “mtm.)
° oOURsTeS °
Z. Bousewife 11. m—m‘" e 13. 8tudents

9. Tonant farmess
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BEX COMPOSITION OF MEMBERSHIP BY STATES

(In Pereent)

———————r=
e s.:;u — o o P::':::t a:::cn
mmrmar s e e s e pmrsiz e
Dekotas 25% 3%.3 64,7 100 54
¥innesota as 4.6 $5.4 100 80.5
Wiseonsin 324 35.8 6442 100 55
I1lineis 372 33.6 66.4 | 100 5
Towa 760 32.9 67.1 100 49
Tlaarle 1962 393 100 58,5

*Sex Ratio refers to the nimder of males per 100 femmles.



HARITAL STATUS OF LEMBERSHIP BY ETATES
(In Percent)

- Totsl
Percent

Widow :
Tior Divorced Yarried
¥ idower

8ingle

iy

State

68.6

10.2

73.0

9.5

16.3

Minnesota

11.4 1.2 68.2 100

19.2

¥Wisconsin

67.0

1.3

12.1

19.6

I1lineis

6643

14.1: 1.4

18.2

100

67.9

12.2 1.3

18.6

1962

Total
Sample
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OCCUFPATIOEAL S8TATIUS (OF RATIRE SANPLE BY STATEB
(In Persent)

Iakstas 255 9«4 2.3 4¢3 19 2.7 2.) 9.0 0.0 4.7 2.0 1.1 9.0 11.3 100
Baneseta 290 6.4 302 36 5.6 5.2 4.4 11.2 2.6 4.4 4.0 1.2 14.83 8.4 100
Yiscanain 3124 7.4 1.8 6.2 6.8 6.§ 2.2 4.9 419 3.3 1.8 0.9 10.4 6.7 100
NMlinois 352 6.5 3.4 8.2 7.9 110 4.5 1.7 3%95 31 36 0.1 5.6 7.9 10
Iowa 748 6.4 2.9 5.4 7.4 8.4 2.4 3.1 &44.3 3.2 2.3 0.6 8.3 5.3 100

Sanple 1929 7.0 2.7 5.7 6¢5 7.5 2.9 4.9 395 3.5 2.5 0.5 Gl 7.3 10

*Difference betwsen this munder and ths tetal nmmber reported is doe toc blanks ummariked
“or mardultwwrror

. :



OCCUPATIONAL B8TATUS OF COMPINED CROUFS BY B8TATES
(In Reresnt)

Numder FProfessioms) Skilled Haimal, Umekilled Farm Owners Total

Etate in Businses - Hea Clerks-end and Tenants sand
Sample and-lamgers Kindred VWorkers GSevvice Laborers Paroent
Workers

e e = = = == === =
Dakotas 98 32.6 163 133 37.9 100
Ninnescbe 11§ 22.6 20.0 20.9 36.9 100
¥isoensin 132 4.2 32.6 22.0 21.2 100
I1inols 167 2.2 34,1 32.3 11.4 100
Total

Sample 1 24.4 29.1 24,7 21.8 100

s6



EXTENT OF PARTICIPATION OF MEMBERSHIF IN THE PROGRAN
OF THE CEURCH BY STATES

(In Percent)

Number Least Hoderately lost Total

in
Sample Active detive hctive Percent
S R S S A SO S R T, e ey SRt S LS, S I S SR s T A T R

State

Dakotas 25% 13.0 30.2 56.08 100
¥innesota 2% 17.1 25.1 57.8 100
Wisconsin 324 15.1 32l ‘H-l 100
Illinois 372 21.2 21.0 578 100
Iowa 760 21.0 20.3 58.7 100
Total

Sample 1962 18.0 24,0 58.0 100
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ADUL? CHURCR ATTENDARCE IR THF U.ITED STATESe

Ton't onee Adout Adout Rvery
a Nonth Teice Three ln-lly

Attend or . ﬂuo
Less Vonth lrtb hbhth
Totsl U, 8. l _—n R n n-——
Protestant, total 32 14 13 16 29
Nethodist 3? 13 14 16 20
Sex: Men gg 12 11 12 29
Wemen 11 12 15 33
Aget 18—3& 0 py | 12 10 34
2 §1 12 11 1 gg
2 14 11 b
45—2: 2 11 14 1 32
2 11 11 - 15 3
5 and over 42 ] 8 24 n
Mutttiuu,
0-8th grade 39 9 11 11 30
le3} years of ;
high sehool ].\ 11 11 18 30
Eigh schosl
greduate 29 1) 13 14 3%
l=3 years ecllege 31 14 12 ly 2
ege gredumate S 15 9 1% 36
Ocewpation:
Frefessional 23 14 12 13 38
Preprietor or
Manager 33 12 11 17 27
whe ollar
Verker 29 1 10 J4 ;2
S8ervice Worker 3¢ 1 9 16 8
Mabiel Worker % 1 12 12 p |
Eruer 30 1% 14 1;
Other 4) 7 p} 29

**"Do lnﬂcam Go Te Chureh e,
December, 1952, p, n& eiteé in Landaderg zeens
faosialoxy, Rsrper and Brothere, New tor‘ 19 p. $70.
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