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Figure 4.3.2 illustrate how interlayer adhesion failure caused by the sand affects the force 

resistance capacity of the beam, since the beams without sand had higher load resistance 

capacity than the beam with sand. After comparing the force resistance capacity, the 

flexural stress capacities were compared. It is concluded that beams with no sand have a 

higher stress capacity that those with sand. Although the beams without sand can carry 

more load and withhold more stress they are not as safe as the beams with sand due to the 

brittle failure mode of the beams without sand.  
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Given to the linear relationship between the applied force and bending moment it is of no 

surprise that the maximum bending moment of the beams follow the same trend as the 

force resistance capacity. The modulus of elasticity, is higher for the beams with no sand 

than those with sand.  

Finally, failure modes of beams are different. When filling the beam with sand, an 

interlayer adhesion failure occurs. Whereas, when the beam is not filled with sand, a 

brittle failure occurs.  
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Conclusion 

Due to the poverty level in the world and the rising plastic waste. Utilizing plastics as 

structural members would solve two problems, since it is affordable and would 

dramatically decrease the plastic waste. In this research, composite beams made of plastic 

and fine soil were designed, tested and analyzed to see if the design would be sufficient 

and safe as a structural beam. Beam is controlled by flexural properties due to the 

orientation of the load on the member.  To perform flexural testing and analysis of the 

beams, ASTM D790 was followed. In this research, three beam designs were developed 

and tested where the newer designs were improvements of the previous designs. Design 

improvement were developed in order to address the undesired failure modes like the 

interlayer adhesion failure. After testing and comparing the flexural properties of the 

beams, we can conclude that beams without the fine soil have a higher flexural capacity 

than the beams with the fine soil, which caused the vertical point load to transition into a 

horizontal load within the soil causing the interlayer adhesion failure. Additional research 

is necessary before it is implemented as a real structural member.  
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Future Recommendations and OLC projects 

The following are recommendations for future research: 

1) Investigation of aging effects on 3D printed beams, we came to realization that 

aging of the samples after printing affect the mechanical properties of the 

samples. How aging of the 3D printed PLA samples came into realization is when 

comparing two CT beam samples both with no sand with only difference being 

the time between printing and testing of the two samples. One of the samples was 

printed and tested within 24 after printing was completed, and the other sample 

that was printed 14 days prior to testing. The two samples’ force-displacement 

data and stress strain data were compared and are provided in Figure 6.1. Note 

that the 24 hour sample data was given an offset of 1.5 mm.  
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Figure 6.1. Force-displacement comparison between two CT beams one that aged 

for 14 days and the other CT beam only aged for 24 hours before testing.  

 

Figure 6.1 illustrates how aging plays a major factor in increasing load resisting 

capacity and the elasticity of the beam. Where the maximum force of the 14 day 

sample is 294% higher than the maximum force of the 24 hour sample. Also the 

displacement increased by 220%. Figure 6.2, shows how aging increased the 

stress by 275%. 
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Figure 6.2. Stress-strain data comparison between two CT beams one that aged 

for 14 days and the other CT beam only aged for 24 hours before testing.  

Since aging of the samples was not included in the objectives of this research it 

was not further investigated due to time restrictions. Also no research has been 

performed on aging of 3D printed samples. For that, it is recommended for future 

research.   

2) Using material that would prevent interlayer adhesion failure. For example, Fiber-

Reinforced Plastic (FRP) can be used as a reinforcement which would prevent the 

interlayer adhesion failure and will increase the capacity of the designed beams. 

-25.00

-20.00

-15.00

-10.00

-5.00

0.00

-0.16-0.14-0.12-0.1-0.08-0.06-0.04-0.020

F
le

xu
ra

l 
 S

tr
e

ss
 (

M
P

a
)

Flexural  Strain (mm/mm)

14 days

24 hours



48 

 

FRP comes in many forms, the form that would work with these beams would the 

ones that wrap around the beam.  

3) Improving the design of the beam, by adding a third wall within the beam similar 

to a concrete block, Figure 6.3. Adding a third wall may increase the flexural 

capacity of the beam.  

 

Figure 6.3. This figure represents what was meant by “the third wall” in concrete 

block.  

4) The beams can be analyzed and tested based on scale. To see if size difference 

would increase or decrease the flexural capacity.  

5) Testing columns made of the same material, to see if this composite would be 

sufficient to build an entire structure.  

6) The composite can be also analyzed using different types of soil and recycled 

plastics.  

7) Investigating the fill percentage effect on the beam.  

 

Third Wall 
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Appendix A: Equations 
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