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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

This study is a critical analysis of the short storias and of
essay content of the Atlantic magazine during the years 1947-1957 in-
clusive.

In 1957, the Atlantic marked a hundred years of continuous

publication. Only one other magazine in America--Harper's Magasine

begun in 1850--is older; this in itself is remarkable. Few magasines
in the world continue into a siécond century. About the time of the
November 100th Anniversary Issue, the press in this country and the
Atlentic's staff directed attention to the magazine's history, its pur-
poses, its aims; the material va supported by examples selected to
illustrate pest performance and by restatements of the original pro-
spectus of the magasine issued by its founders in 1857.

Hovever, a survey of the 100-year history of the Atlantic shows
that no definitive history of the magasine has been written since The
Atlantic Monthly and Ite Makers by M. A. DeWolfe Howe was published in
1919, and that the latest histories of the magasines in America, includ-
ing the excellent and competent works of Frank Luther Mott (A History of

Amgrican Magasines, 4 vols.) and of Theodore Peterson (Magazinss in the
Twentieth Century, 1956) do not deal with the content of the Atlamtic in

the last two decades. Peterson's teundency seems to be to summarize the
=

present editorial performance on the basis of editing trends established



by immedistely preceding editors.l! Mete does mot diseuss the Aglsntic
beyond 1938.

Hews releases at the tims of tha amniversery, it seems to ms,
ethoed earlier writing or vers drawm from articles prepared by the editor
of the Atlsmtic.

The objectives will be to describe the publicatiom in its historical
context; to sutlime its physical chavacterietics as & modern magasine}
to describe the content, fiction and non-fiction, in contemporary times;
and to ' eviuate the performmnce of the magazine in thage two areas in
the periad 1947-1957.

Chspter 1I is a brief history of the magasime; Chapter III {9 a
description of the mageczine as & currest publication. Chapter IV is a
survey of short stories npplﬂln;. in the Atlantic from January 1947 throusgh
December 1957. Chapter V i{s & subject mstter ccatant smslysis of the
essays ia the Atlaatic during that seame period.

The period chosen for the amalysis of content, 1947-1957, includes
tha eleventh year, 1957, because of its significence as the 100th anni-
versary yeacs. Elevea yvars ves comiidered a long euncugh tims to establish
a content pattern. All of the short stories which were printed during

Irheodore Peterson, Magagines in the . Pe 255,
University of Illinois Press: Urbana, 1956,
entered the twentieth century with a tradition of literary excellence
nurtured by a line of distinguished editors: James Russell Lowell, its
fivst, James T. Fields, William Dpan Howells, Thomas Bailey Aldrich,
Horace E. Scudder, and Valter Hines Page. It seems to have emjoyed, as
Frank Luther Mott has delightfully expressed it, 'a perpetual state of
literary grace, so that for a large section of the American public, what-
ever the Atlantic printed was ligerature.'"



this period, 219, were used in the etudy. Because of the imdividualiszed
material in each article, all of the essays, 1,233, lieted im tables of
contente of the 132 {ssuse, contained in 22 volumes, are included in the
study. The critical essays im the "Books and Men" section of the maga-
gine are included. Not included im the study is material im these
sections which are sot in the main body of editorial camtent: "Accent

on Living,” “Aglantic Report om the World Today," "Atlantig Baokehelf
and Peripatetic Reviewer." Descriptions of these sections are found ia
Chapter III.

Definitions of terme, and a record of the procedures used in com-
piling data for both the short stories end the essays will be included
ian the introductions to Chapter III gnd IV respectively. In each of
these chapters the results of i'h date are recorded followed by a sum-
wsry end conclusions concerning the megasive's performance in the ares.

It is boped that from sush amslysis of recent comgent some spe-
cific meaning may be derived from the Atlantic prospectus, the original
announcement by the founders of the magazine, which has been repeated
on 80 many occasions im the 100 years of publicatiom. 1t is reprimted
below because it has become a body of doctrine for the Atlantic staff,?
and will best serve to introduce the subject:

2zuily P. Flint, managing editor of the Atlangic, in a letter
written March 18, 1959, wrote: "The Prospectus of the Atlantis, pub-
lished with the firet issue, dascribed the Atlamtic as "Davated to
Literature, Art, and Politice,” and cutlimad three aims. I believe
that the contents of the psst ome hundred yeare bave demonstrated our
firm allegiance to the objectives of the founders."”

-



THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY PROSPECTUS
Davoted to Litersture, Art, and Politice
I1ts Aim VWill Be

Firet: Ia Literature, to leave N0 provinees wnrepresented, so
that vhile each mmber vill comtain articles of an abetract
and permanent valus, it will also be found that the healthy
appetite of the mind for entertaimment in its varicus forws eof
Rarrative, Wit, and Bumor, wvill mot go uncared for. The pud-
lishers vish to say, alss, that while native writers will
receive tha most 00lid escouragmmnt, and vill be mainly velied
on to fill the pages of the Atlantic, they will mot hesitate to
drav from the foreign sources at their command, as occesion mey
require, relyisg rather on the capetency of an author to treat
a particular subject, than on eny other claim vhatever. In thie
way they hope te make their Pericdical welcome vhersver the
English tongue is @pcken or raad.

Second: In the term Art they intend to include the whole
domain of eesthetics, and hope gradoally to make this critical
daparcment a true and fesrless representative aof Art, im all
its various bremches, vithout any regsrd to prejudice, whether
persoasl or naticnal, or to private considerations of vhat
kind scever.

Third: Imn Politics, the Atlantic vill be the organ of no
party or clique, but will homsstly endsgver to be the expooent
of what its conductors belisve to be tha Amsricem ides. It
will dsal freukly with persoms and with perties, endeavoring
alwvays to kesp in view that moral elemant which transcends all
persons and parties, and vhich alons makes the basis of a trus
end lssting national prosperity. It will sot ramk itself with
any sect of eaties, but with that body of msa which {9 ia fsvor
of Freedom, Kational Progress, and Honor, whether pudlic or
private.



CHAPTER I
EISTORY OF THE ATIANTIC MAGAZDE 1857-1957
Introduction

The chromolegy of the Aglantic megesina is outlined here in soms
detail to place it ia its historical comtext. This 18 wot intended as
an outline of the history of the 100-year period. It is imtended to
outlina a pattern of the performance of the Atlantie. {n fiction and
non-fiction, in the history of its own time. Within this cantext, the
ostudies of tha fiction and non-fiction in the magaszine 1947-1957 may be

given more meaning.
The Atlantic: 1857-1898

The firet issus of the Atlantic, dated November 1857, came out
in late Octobar. It immediataly becami, as far as belles-lettres was
concerned, the most important magazine in America. "There were other
periodicals at the time in New York amd Philadelphia, but not one of them,
either in persconsl of coatributors, amountinmg virtually to a ‘staff,’
ar in contrelling purpasee could engage in a seriocus rivalry with tha
As)aniic,"3 Ten of the fourtesn euthers who mede the principal com-
tributions to the first issue were Longfellow, Emersom, Holmes, Whittier,
Lowell, Parke Godwin, Motley, Rerviet Beecher Stows, Charles Eliot

-

M. A. Deliolfe Hows, The Atlantic Mouthly and Its Makers, p. 26,
The Atlaatic Menthly Prese: Boston, 1919.



Norton, and J. T. Trowdridge. The New England writers whose position
in thought and literature vas already fixed in public esteem--Lowell,
Holmes, WVhittier, Longfellov and Emerson--becams the nucleus of the
group.

No other magasine in 1857 could seriocusly rival the Atlsntic's
controlling concepts, either im literature or im polities. Frencis P.
Undervood, "The Bditor Who Was Never tha Editor,"4 began werking, when
he was just 28, to crystaliszse the notion of a nev magasine--ons which
would be enti-slavery in politice and would drav geusral comtributions
from the dest writers in the country. He originated the plan, found a
publisher, engaged the astounding group of firet contributors, im 1833,
four years before the Atlantic !_unuy sppeared. 1If it had not been for
the financial failure of J. F. Jewett and Co., the publishing firm
supporting him, the magasine vould have come out early inm 1854 with
Underwood besding it. It was four years before he could persuade an-
other publisher to take up the idea of an anti-slavery, literary
magegine. Employed by the firm Phillipe, Sampeon, end Campemy, Under-
wood, vith the help of Mre. 8towe, finally persuaded the cautious
Phillips to try the magasime.

The organization of the magasine would hardly have taken place
if it hsd not been for the imagination, perserverance, and eathusissa
of Underwvood and if it had not been for Underwood's frisodship with the

leading writers and poets of thh day, who until then were outside the

431108 Perry, "The Editor Who Was Haver the Kditor," _{% Street
Papers, PP. 204-264, Houghton, Hifflin and Company: Bostom, ¢



immedists eircle of Phillipe.

When the magasine finally ceme out in 1857, Undsrweod wes still
the initiating spirit. NHe named Jemes Russell Lowall the firet editer,
“"recogaising that Lowell's nmme was of highest importamce to the success
of the maw gno...u and he served as Lowmll's offics aseistest for
tvo years. In 1859 doth Phillips and Sampecn died, and the pudlishing
fira vas dissclved. The Atigntic wes sold to Tickner asd Fields, Pub-
1ishers, and Undervood's editorial career ended. It wee ouly ia later
years that ha rveceived full recognition for his important vork with the
Atleotis.®

Underwood, writing in retrespect in 1882 said:

Of tha puraly literary aagesices still existing we can cemmmber
oaly E that wes sucssseful then. But im 1837 ead bdefors,
Harper's ves lsrgely filled with copled srticlas, and neither
that nor eny othsr literery periodicsl wes an cutspokem orgen of
opiajion. . . . The Agclentic Monthly ves starisd with the def-
faite purposs of concentrating the efforts of tha best writers
wen literature end politics, under the light of the highset
worals.”?

The Atlastic's distinction wvas imwdiste becauss of its editoer,
as well as for {ts comtributors and cosospte. Lowall, 38 at the time,
bad edited tha short-lived Rienegr, end the Asti-Slsvery Btemdazd, but
bis qualificatioms for the editorship of the Allantic were his “writing

S1bid., p. 206.
6Ibid., p. 264
Tiowe, gp. Sit., PP. 26-27



ability, critical acumen, and his eure tuu."‘ lis editing evoked the

praise of his contemporaries, as im an i{tem from Scribmer's Monthly:
Could a poll of the best imitructed and most coatrolling edi-
torial suffrages of the country be takem oo the question (of
Amsrican literary reputatioms) the well-uigh unamimous sentesce
would pronounce Mr. Jemes Russell Lowell upos the whole, beyond
controversy, if not the firet, then certainly tha second smong
living liserary men.’

Lowell had no fesr of openly identifying with the snti-slgvery
cause, and the Atlantic was hated in the South. During the firet two
years, every number coatained a political article by Lowsll e Parhe
Godwin.l0 In "The Election ia November,” October 1860, Lowell openly
supported Lincoln for Prasident. According to a later amalysis of
Lowell's political writiag, his articles have been deseriled as "dril-
liant, rather than acute aad imcisive, genaral rather than specific.”ll

In dsaling with authors, Lowell wvas esceptionally perceptive.

He scespted the editorship on the cenditiom that the fivet amd charter
contributor be Oliver Vendell Holmes who wp to that tims had writtom

very little that promised the reputation "The Autecrat af the Breakfast
Table" series later brought to him. Lowell's insight was confirmed as

Dr. Holmes grew to a place among writers through the pages of the Atlantie,

SPrank Luther Mott, A Hisgory of American Magasines 1850-186,
vol. 2, 501, Harvard University Press: Cambridge, Mass., 1938.

’ 4 History of American Mag
Azipep 1963-1883, vol. 3
239, Harvard Uni: u-tnnuy Pnu: Cambr 5 ’

10Mote, gp. cit., vol. 2; 3500.

pid., ». sOL.



Dr. Holmes also gave the magazine its name: The Atlantie Monthly
Magesing. The name was later shortemed to The Atlanti¢ Monghly, amd
oov it is sisply called the Atlagtic by most people.

Dr. Holmes is also responsible for bringing to the Atlsatis, in
ite first ysars, its most violant criticism--from the evangalical press
of the time. The "Autocrat" papers were condemmed for their unorthodoxy
in religion. Lowell backed Dr. Holmes under the attacks of the reli-
gious press; end im the seme way he backed Emsrson, whose houk reviews,
according to a sectarienm paper in Boston, showed “his ecusiamary dis-
regard of the religious opinions of others and of the fundamental lewe
of social morality."}? From the first, the Aglantic ves & medtua for
expreseion of differemt points 9! view.

Lowell was editor of the“Atlantic for four years, next to the
shortest term of any editor. Deepite ths definite direction given by
the deternination end talent of ite first editor, early coatributors,
and its foumders, the first four yesrs of the young magasine were fit-
ful and umpredictable finsacially. It wes begum {n a firm that dis-
solved tvo years later; and im 18359 it was passed omn to a pudlishing
house that at first looked om ite nev sequisition as a poor business
rish. Lowell remeined editor omly two years after the Aglgntic ves
bought by Tickoor sad Fields. Ia 1861, partly for econumy reascas, he
was succesded by Jams T. Fields, the litersry msmber of the firm.l?

1%. oL m-. P 30.

Lrpid., pp. 33-34.
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While Fislds did met hold the place im the world of latters that
Lowell hold, he could contribute a special element of strength and
variety to the magasins. Kis sympathias were broad--he was particulerly
sywpathetic to the groving feminist movement and to struggling young
vomen writers--and he wes a personal frisnd of all the best writers ia
Englend and Americe during this tims. George Willism Certis wrote in
Harper's Monthly, econ after Field's death in 1881:

Pields, with his gentle spirie, his gasercus and resdy sympa-
thy, his love of lstters and litersry mea, his fine taste, his
de ightful humwr, his dusinses talk and okill, drew, as a
uagnet drave its own, every kimd of men, the shy and elwive
n-nou-w“ n-non"noﬂnmm the vorld end the self-possessed favor-

As publisher, Fields had a free hend in paying fer articles. He
began the Atlantic's poliey onmﬁ:ﬁ»-u for esch mammseript on acceptance
--anid the policy is otill inm effect. Fislds steadily increased prices
paid for mamecripts and occeasionally he volumtsered edvante mansy on
prospective articles. This ug._.!w kiodusse ves part of his theory
of estadlishing a staff of comtributors. He was partially sueesseful
in esteblishing a steff for while he was sditor many of his ecatributors
wrote oaly fer !I.pu

Fields edited the Atlsagtic during the Civil Wer years. He com-
tinued the precedent established by Lowsll of iafluemcing epinfen with

political articles of aditorisl charectar. There was no doubt where

Wrhid., p. 41.

51nad., p. 4.
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the Atlantic stood on the issuse of the conflice.l®

Special papars
ware writtem by Emerson, Holmes, Hawthornme, and Parke Godwin., PFields
persuaded Lowell to begin his gecond series of "Biglow Papers,” which
ran intermittently from Januery 1862 until 1866. Edward Everett Hale's
“The Man Without a Country” was printsd in the December 1863 mumber.

8til]l ths war vas reflected ususmlly in only oma or two items of
the monthly contents, and most of sach issue was givem to fictiom,
essays, postry, and criticism, Figlds, like the other editors of his
time, did mot sesk contributions on special issues and acktual events,
but in the main, took vhat came to him from comtributors. Days of
editorial chase were to comm later.

A near-disestrous tntdg'nt occurrid doring this time. The
Atlaptic published in 1369 an #rticle by Nre. Harriet Beacher Stowe,
“"The True Story of Lady Byron's Life,"” an outspcoken revelatioms of Lerd
Byron's personal chargeter.l? A magesine at the time pointed out that
Mrs. Stowe had imtendad to curb Byron's influsmce om the young by "over-
vhelning him with moral reprobation; instead of that she raised the
interest in Byrom to sevenfold intensity."}® But her article enraged
a large mumber of the Atlantic's readers, and during the followimg yesr,
1870, the circulation dropped from 50,000 to 35,000. Howslls believed

“M.. PP. 63"6. N
17Mo. PP- 69"50.

18¢rank Luther Mott, A History of American Magasines 1885-1900,
vol, 4, 505, Harvard Univergity Press: Cambridge, Mass., 1938.
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readare wre drepping their subscriptions because of the scandal.l?
Whether this was trus or not, the blow was seriocus; not for forty yeers
sfter Mrs. Stows's article--gnd a long tims after resders csncelled
subscriptions, en masse, to vegister disspprowal--did the sireulatice
seseh tha 50,000 figure of 1869.

Althaugh her o-..n»nwo say have initiated a declins in the Atlan-
sie's sirsulatien, still it eculd not be blamed for the stesdy decline
that followad for a mmbar of years. In 1874 the civrculation was
20,000, and after that the pudlighers refused to stats a figwse. ApEc's
Dirsstory is 1881 liste the Atlantic's circulation at 12,000. Reasane
for the stsady decline more likely were the campetitien fram the ia-
flux of new magasines after the Civil War and the inereasing populsrity
of Llluetrated magasines, o‘m.-n msde by Fremk Luther Mett im A Ristery
of Amexicen Masaaices 1885-1200, p. 505.

The chief critieiom of the Atigutic while Fields was editor was
that is was previsgisl. In its firvst fifteen years sbout we-thirde of
the contriduters were from New England, and from the sems grongp of
famous Vow Bagland euthers. Fields followed Lowell'e leed, and hept
the magazing in the same traditiom of culture during the ten yuars be
was editor. Veeling was groviag against the Nev Eangland group becanss
of en wnwillingnsss to edmit ether writers to the “ssared piges"” of the
Aclanzic. 20 Whatever the justifieation for the eriticism, the provia-

914,
2000ct, gp. cit., vel. 2, 106.
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cialism that had settled in tha pages of the Boston literary magasine
was due for change. In 1866, William Dean Howells became aseistsat
editor of the Atlaptic, and in 1871, when Fields retired, the young
Chiocan became editor. He hsld the post until 1881.

In the fifteen years he was with the Atlantic, first ss assistant
editer, then ten years in the 1870's as editor, he did muech teo sharpen
the pages end spirit of the magasine. It became more widely an Ameri-
can magasine, less a Nev England periodical. Mark Twain end Bret lMerte
becams contributors while Howells edited. Later, for the 39th Anai-
versary Number, November 1916, he wrote:

. « siithout ceasing to be Nev England, or ceasimg to de
Bostenien at hesrt, we had become southern, mid-wvestera, and

far-western in our sympathies. It seemed to me that the nev

good things were coming !sr those regions rather than from
our owvn coasts and hills.

Howslls introduced several nav departmemts in the Atlentic. He
originated tha "Coutributor's Club" in 1877, to fill a mseed for & more
informal expression than in the longer articles. The magasine was
Republican in politics and Howells openly supported Grant snd Rayee.

He started a nev departmsnt devated to polities, which lasted omly two

years and was not greatly distimguished. Howalls never much occupied

with politice, directed the Aglantic's course as a literary pubucutm.n
The technical details of editing for the Atlantig ves described

by Howells in his article "Recollactions of an Atlantic Editership" for

2yore, gp. cit., vol. 3, 506.
2%l m' mo. Po 70.-
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the November 1907 Anniversary issue:

« « o The proof-resding, which was seldom other than a pleas-
ure, vith the tasks of revisicn end research, I kept for the
later aftervoans snd evenings; though sometimes it took well-
nigh the character of original werk, in that liberal Atlantiec
tradition of bettering the suthors by editorial trensposition
and parsphrase, either in the form of suggestiom or abeoluts
cotrection. This proof-reading was a school of verbal emact-
Dess and vhetorical esimplicity and claarnses, and in it I had
succeeded other, my superiors, vho wers without their equals.
It is my belief that the best proof-resding in the wotld is
done in Cambdridge, Massachusetts, and it probably is seme worse
for my having a part im it no lq,or.u

In 1881, vhen he ves 44, Howslls resigned to give more time to
his own writing. Twenty yssrs after lesving the Atlantic, Bowells vas
ranked at the top of the 1ist of writing men inm Americs.2d With his
social and econemic sovels, he vas a lesder in the forces for a nev
Tealism in fistion. Vhen he ldft the Aglantic., be moved from Bestom to
New York, marking his own bresk with the past and vith his earlier phi-
losophy. This point is made by Renry Stesl Commanger, in The American
Mind (New Hgves, 1950), p. 58:

It ves noitNev York that gave lHowells & nev visiomn. Rather
his nev vieion of social and economic forces and srt pereveded
him to sdanden Brabain Boston end 'the miseradle litersry idoil-
otries of the pest' and cast im his lot vith the bustling me-
tropolis that was already tha ecemomic and scon to be the
litezary capital of the nstiom.

In 1881, Thomas Bailey Aldrich sucaseded Mowells as editor of the
Atlantic. He wvas among the earliest postry comtributors to ths Atlantic

end his moet productive writing years were the fifceen following 1865.

23104d., pp. 65-66.
Moee, gp. sit., vol. 4, 130.
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He wrote for other periodicals, and during nine of these years, he
edited a Ticknor and Fields publication, Every Saturday. The most
popular of his books, The Story of a Bad Boy, was serialized in the
Atleptic, and his best known short story, "Marjorie Daw," was the
greatest hit of Howells's adainistration, accarding to Mott (vel. 4,
P, 307).
Duriag the nine yeers Aldrich was editor, the Atlantic won imter-
national repitation as the best edited magasine in tiw English l.qmos”
+ « « Under his canduct the Atlgntic attained s motable unity
of tone end dietinctien of style. A little less accessible to
nev and unknown talent thas Mr. Bowells had been he wes yet
quick to perceive the note of distinction, and fev of his svans
turoed out geese. He was mot & militant editor, and was not
greatly coocermed adout politics end affairs. His interest
vas first and alvays literaturs, and perhape mo editar of the
Atlentic printed more of i.t,z6
But the dietinctive note of the Atlangie in the 1880's was ite
literary criticism. The reviewers often preferred to remsin anonymous,
and "their criticism mainteined & more severe standard then that of amy
critical periedical in the country except the Natien."27
The great days of New England literaturs slewly faded, however,
vhile Aldrich edited. Thea literary calm that settled over the Atlantic
in Boston frem 1881 to 1890 was more like the lull before the storwm.

For ome thing, a tremendous campetitiom vas groving among magasinss.

zs’m. M. m" P 162.
z‘Il«u, op. cit., p. B5.%
2perry, gp. sig., ». 161.
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The total number of American periodicals imcreased by more tham 1,000
in five years. Mott lists 3,300 periodicals in 18835, and more than
4,400 by 1890.28

For amother thing, Boston after 1885 was loeing prestige ss the
literary samter of tha country. For forty years a roll of famous Boston
men of letters had supported Boston's literary eminenes; but contempo-
rary writers no longer accepted Boston's literature as setting tha
standerd.

By 1836, more than half the established publishing houses were
permanently located im Mev York. All but two or three of the leading
monthlies were issued there, and more literary men were liviag im end
arowmd New York thaa in any ather city im Americs. The jeurnals of the
tims were hostile to and jul.oii of Bostom etill being regarded e tho‘
literary center of the country and vere ready to turn the honor to New
York, vhere already thres-fourths of the magasines im the United States
vere pu'nhh.d.”

Bditorial salaries in general were censidered low, but the
Atlgntie's were lower than its campetitors salaries. The $10,000-

salaries received by Bok of Ladies Home Journal, Alden of Harper's and

Gilder of Cgntyry were liberal campered to the $4,000 a year which the

Atlangic peid Aldrich at the tl..,o These were the conditiems of the

2Boee, gp. git., vol. &, 11,
291p4d., p. 83. |

3010d., p. 35.
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three general monthlies pudblishad im the United States in 1887:

. « « Iha Aglantic (Momthly) carried no illustratiom, pudb~
liehad 144 pages a month, claimed a circulatiom of 12,500,
and vas a faithful heir to a fine literary tradition. The
Century wes copicusly snd besutifully illustrated, published
160 pagas monthly, had a eirculation of 220,000, and had good
literary uuuhrda a9 well as an munu in soms current

POT , ! ne wvas the oldest of
the three, dnptu iu tith; ic gm 1ts readers 168 large
pages @ month of richly illustrated articles and stories,
had a circulation of 185,000, and appealed to a very wide
Americen sudience om a cultural level slightly lower tham

its compatitors. Each of the three sold for thirty-five cents
a copy, or for four dollars a yur.3

In 1890 Horace Scudder becams editor of the Atlanti¢, snd he wvas
the last of the Atlantic editors who belong to the group of writers
vhich dominated the magasine in its first forty yuto.” Scudder had

been mmployed, simce 1872, vl.t’{; the single succsssion of book pudblish-
iog firms that finally emerged in 1880 as Houghton, Mifflin & Co. This
firm had bought the Atlantic in 1874, when Ticknor and Fields diseolv-
ed, and the Houghton name had been {n the magssine's imprint simce:
firvet, H. O. Haughton, then Houghton and Osgood & Co., and at last
Hougliton, Mif£f1lin & Co.

In 1876, for tha publishers, he had campleted the first campre-
hensiva index of the volumes isesued during the firet twenty yeaze of
the Atlsngic. Imdexing was complicated because the early volumes did
mot liet asuthors; authorship was an open secret, however, and the
writers were identified with their articles from the first. Not until

July 1870, did it become the gaméral custam to use suthors' signatures

31p44., p. 717. .
3%. aoR-. m-. p. 92,
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with coatributions.

When he becams Atlantic editor, the magasine continued msuch as
it had. His own personal interest in education wvas reflected im the
articles; othervise, he was content to teke whatever manuscripte ceme
to him without invitatiem.

With Scudder an ers of the Atlantic ends, as the whole historical
scens changes at the end of the century. Coming just "before the day
of Wild Vest feats of editorial chase, capture and exhibditiomn,"” as Bliss
Perry later described these times .33 scudder vas given the chore of
maintaining tradition in a time of turbulent change, within the pub-
lishing industry as elsevhere. Industry had discovered naticnal adver-
tising and the magazinss were beginning to get a share of the advertiser's
doller by the beginning of the-1890's. Among the general monmthlies,
the Agtlantic still lagged. It carried fewer pages of ade and charged
less per page than campetitors: the Aglamtic's advertising page rate in
1891 was $100; Harper's Magasine and Century charged $250 a page, wvhile
Seribper's charged $150 a page .34

But the publishers of the Atlantic were mot prepared to change
the magasine in any way; their tradition might more accurately be called
conservatism. Ounce, im the early 1890's, John Adays Thayer, who in a
few years became the leading sdvertising man in the country, offered to

take over the management of the Aglantic, to revamp its cover, end its

B1v4., p. 91.
Muoee, op. cit., vol. 4, 20-21.
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ineides, fill it with matter to get it talked about, illustrats it and
push the circulatiom to tha hundred thousands. Thayer related im his
biography that he wvas lucky not to be thrown out of the office end out
of Boston 33

When Scudder retived in 1898, at 60, one megasine of thas period
noted that the Atlsntic of Boston occupied a place by itself end that
it stood "more distinetly for culture than sny other magasine."36
Whether the magasine could have survived Thayer's dissection s a
matter for conjecture. At any rate, it was the next two editors who
sccamplished the change to modern editorial trends for the Aglantic,
vithout altering the magasine's comcepts. Mesanwhile, circulatiom had
dvopped to edout 7,000 bdefore "‘}t‘t Higes Page becamm editor in 1898.

-

The Atlantic After 1900

After 1883, magasines had bagun to invade the uswe fields, end
vhile cach magesine's own literary stemdards kept its literature in
the same vein, "solid matter"--curvent economic, social, and political
articles--moved imto the couteuts of more and more pericdicale.

It vas & sbock to many when the Atlsntic Qignghly) turnmed to
political controversy, social reforms, and the exposuze of
eorruption ia govermmsnt. Uander Psge, America'’s permier

literary wonthly, vhich had been plesned as & political farce,
but had long eince left suech comntroversy to the nawepapers end

3%ott, gp. cit.,vol. 3, SU}.
yoet, op. sit., vol. &, 44.
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joursals of opiniom, turned again to timesly pudblic affairs Y

It vas the magaszine's good fortune to have Walter Himas Page to
direct the "shocking" transition to tha modern historical scems. Soms
of the greatest editors in the history of American magesines were at
work in the decade at the close of the century,3® and Pege, young,
ensergetic, and successful, wvas one. He distinguished himeelf as editor
of Porum, from 1890-1895. Im 1895, he joined Houghton, Mifflim & Co.,
as literary adviser, snd moved the mext year to the staff of the
Atla .

Assistant editor for two years, he vas editor for one ysar, 1899.
Although his was the shortest term of any Atlentic editor, tha oumbers
he edited are the vork of a powerful personality whose chief concernms
were the problems of the utlonil life. His interest in natiomal af-
fairs strengthsened the political aspect of the Atlantjic's concept more
than had any editor, since Lowell.3?

Page, borm in North Carolina and educated iam the South, was
respoasible for moet of the magasine's articles on racial issues--msegro
suffrage, educetion, industrial betterment, end lyaching. Booker T.
VWashington and Jacob T. Riis wrote on social problems. The magazine
called attention to the govermmant's dealings with the Indiens; one

of the moet {mportant articles of the tims on the subject was "Have We

3ott, op. cit., vol. 2, S12.
3Byote, op. eft., vol. &, 3S.
3oee, op. cit., vol. 2, s12.
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Failed Vith the Indian?" by Henry L. Dawes, in an 1899 tesus.’’

Tha trend in articles, as well as in fiction, wes to brevity.
Sane old-school critics criticised the Atlantic, "esacarium of tha liter-
ary niudod,"“ vhose articles had bacome too brief to allow serious
discussion., But Page favored the trend to brevity:

Effective style is changing. The sameswvhat leisurely etyle of
a generation or tvo ago pleased thes small circle of resders
within its reach . . . & company whe had leisurs end liked to
read that kind of writing. . . . The man vho would write eon-
vineingly aand entertainingly of things of our day aend our time
must write with more directness, with more clsarmses, with
greater marvous fores. . . .42

Page made the Atlagntic interesting by having famous and expert
writers comment on current amd gignificant affeirs. Ha was not in~
terested in the maticulous vork with asmiscripts that had ¢aken so mmuch
of the time of his predecesecre. His sharp senss of prometion and his
insistence on timsliness made for sn attractive magasime that could
readily compete in the new age. Ha wanted his articles thoughtful,
quick, bright, and on top of tha event of the moment.

Becsuse he did mot like the uncertainly of the position of a
hired editor, he left the Atlangic, late in 1899, to becoms editor, part
owner and manager of World's Work. He was with this magasime for 13
yesrs, and from 1913 until his death in 1918, he was United States

Ambaseador to Britain im the tryimg yesrs just bafore Waorld War I.

%t. op. cg-. vol. 4. 31‘.

Al1pgd., p. 13.
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The moet distinctive feature of the writing im periodicals at the
turn of the century wvas "mickraking,” the term applied dy Theodore
Roosevelt to articles of exposure of political corruption in city, state,
and national govermsnts. 'Muckrgking' becams almcet a movemsnt before
it reached a climax about 1905-1906. It wes this featurs that moet
clearly linked the editorship of Page with that of his successor Bliss
Perry, wvho becems editor late im 1899. Their contributioms to "wuek-
raking"” were John Jay Chspman's "The Capture of Govermmsot by Commer-
cialise’ in Pebruary 1899 and his "Between Elections” in Jsmuary 1900;
Everett P. Wheeler's "The Unofficial Boss" in March 1900; end Prancies C.
Lowll'es “The American Boss," Septemder 1900. One of the most matable
of such articles was Mark Sullivan's 'The Ille of Pennsylvania,"
October 1901.43 5

However, under Perry's management, the magasine turved to a
wider iaterest in the moderm world: an editorial in 1901 demanded facts
oa the Philippine situation; more abstract and less militant aspects of
polities were dsalt with, such as the series of political articles writ-
ten by Woodrow Wilscn, and the article by Grover Cleveland which ran in
tvo {ssues, June ead July 1900, "The Independence of the Executive."

The iseuves with Clevelamd's article sold 23,000 copies,? and
although new life was beginning to show in the circulation of the maga-

zine, it was still touch and go, as far as subscriptions were concernmed.

A3oce, op. cts., vol. 2, 207.
41p44., p. S13.



While Perry wes editor, the S0th Amniversary mumber was printed,
November 1307. The contents of that issue were a curious mixture of
dilletanteisn and social consciocusness. The first page vas faceimilie
of the cover of the first mmber, November 1857. Page 1 was followed
by a reprint of the entire original announcement of the Aglepgic's aime
and purpased as it sppesred in the first numder. An unpublishad poem
by Jamse Russell Lowll, written in 1857, ss an autograeph to his friemd
Charles Eliot Norton was run. Norton contributed the article "The
Lausching of the Magazine.” John Townsend Trowdridge wrote "Aa Rarly
Contributor's Recollections,” and Howells contributed his "Racollections
of an Atlantic Editorship.” The section "Literature, 1857-1907" was
vritten by Thomas Wentworth Higginson, one of the earliest contribdbutors.
The Contribdutor's Club column rén a letter from Dr. Holmes, the Aglan-
§i¢'s most reknownsd firet contributor.

Arthur Gilmen's often-quoted “"Atlantic Dinners and Dimers” and
Bliss Perry’s tribute to Underwoed, ''The Rditor Who Was Never the
Editor,"” both were written for that issve.

“Science, 1857-1907" wae written by Renry 5. Pritechett; "Art,
1857-1907," by Hamiltom Wright Mabie; and "Politics, 1857-1907," by
Woodrow Wilsen. Ex-editor Page wrote an articles for Editor Perry called
“The Vriter and the Univereity," favoring the establishment af profes-
sional schools of journalism for professional people who write govermment
reports, books of informatiom, tzchtul advica, directicas, and who
vrite for magasines.

Perry was an English pro!g“or at Princeton vhen nsmed editor,
and vhen his editorship ended he held a similar post at Rarvard. As
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could ba expected, belles-lettres received emphasis while he edited,
1899-1909, but the area in which he was most successful was in wmeking
the Atlantic reflect hie ovn conception of what thie magazine could be
in American life:
If the Agtlentic Monthly were a repository, if it confined
iteelf ta the discussion of Raomen antiquities, or the senuets
of Wordeworth, or tha planting of the colony of Massachusstte
Bay, 5o ana but the specialists would coscern themselves with
the opiniens expressed in its peges. But it happens to ba
perticularly interested in this present world; curious about
tha sctual conditions of politice and society, of scisnca end
commsrce, of art end literature. Above all, it—is engreesed

with tha lives of the mam snd women who are making imwrice—
what 1t is and 18 to be.4S

In 1908, Ellery Sedgwick, who had been editor of lLgglie's Menghly,
the American Magasine, and MeClure's, and MacGregor Jenkins, who had been
associated with the Atlantic !ﬂ years in the offices of Houghton, Mifflin,
& Co., mlped organise the Atlantic Monthly Compeny, to buy the magssine
from Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. Sedgvick becam editor and president of
the company; Jenkias becams the pudblisher.

Now, for the firet time since Fields, the editor vas directly
conecernsd with the publishing success of the maganine, vhich wes at the
bud of & publishing business imstesd of being em the rim. The compamy
bagan publishing books with tha tmprint of the Atlantic Meathly Prees,
end laiter,bought two other periodicals, first, House Beautiful, which
thay published from 1913-1933, and then Livisg Age, which they published
from 1919-1938.

Simes 1909, the Atlantic Kas been directed by two editors. Sedg-

45uowe, op. cit., p. 97..~
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wick, editor until 1338, and his euccessor, Edward A. Weeks, have
shared the newar outlook of magaszine editing started by Page and Perry.
Weeks' editing method is like Sedgwick's:

Sedgwick's method of editing was--and is--simple. He keeps a
sharp look-out for promising meterial among manuscripts sub-
mitted to him, never forgetting that even Ln an unpromising
mamgcript there may de the garm of a valuable featurs. He

resds thoroughly the New York Times and Londoy Iimes, keeps
thus abreast of tha news of the world, snd makes up his mind

vhat are the vital problems to which the Atlgngic must address
iteelf. He dines sut frequantly, listemns to tha talk, and
notices what active-minded pecple are thinking about. And he
keeps up a voluminous correspondence with writers, nawspaper
carrespondents, statesmnen, and men of affaire on two or three
continents. . . . Thus he is able to sit at an editorial dask
in Boston, keep his finger on the pulse of the world, snd when
he wvants a given article written, reach out and find the man
to do 1t.%

In this wvay, the importance of economic, social and political
cbanges in, firet, mational, them, international contemporary life have
besn reflected ""with dignity and literary charm"4? 1n the pages of the
magazine, after 1909. Notable examples are the article in 1927 by Al
Smith, "Catholic and Patriot,” in vwhich Smith answered charges made
publicly by a New York lawyer that he could not be a good Cathalic and
at tha same tims & good President; Felix Frankfurter's discuseion of
the Sacco~-Vansetti case (March 1927); VWilliam 2. Ripley's '"From Msin
Street to Wall Street" (January 1926) which is said to have brovght

about reforms by the New York Stock Exchange.48

*“ore, op. sit.. vol. 2, Sla.

471b4d., p. S13.

“81%id., pp. 514-515.



The complex phases of World War I were discussed in great
variety, and there were more articles on science and imtelligent dis-
cussions of veligious topics. The subjects usually were of vital com-
cern to the people of the nstiom (for example, "Religion in War Time,"
in a 1918 issue) and more and wore people in the natiom began to read
thea, Tha circulation climbed in 1915 to 38,200, and by 1920 it
reached 101,900, an incresse in five ysars of nearly 63,000 copies per
issue, the largest circulatiom gaim in any five-year peried in the mag-
asine's history.

Late in Sedgwick's term, Weeks assumed editing respomsibilities
for the magazine, and officially became sditor im June 1938, vhen Sedg-
wick vesignad. Veeks had joi.-irﬂlmuﬂt in 1924 and was
associate editor and first ndﬁ' for four years. From 1928 through
1937, he waa editor of the Atlantic Monthly Press.

Heaks makes sure that the magazine has a balance of Dellep-
lettres and articles of fact and controversy. But not only must he
edit in this tradition, but he and Don Synder, the present publisher,
sust join othser magesines in the grephic arts campetiticn, a dietin-
guishing facet of magasine pudlighing today. Weeks has hed to give more
sttention to "packaging” his magasine material than has eay ethsr editor
of the Atlgagtic. Descriptions of the format changas follew in Chapter
11X,

Articles of fact and contrpversy, vhile he has edited, deal with
thegpe topice:

By 1900, . . . the self-suffigiency of the United Statss . . .
vas giving way to a nev kind of interdspendance, perceived end
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unpopular. Change was everywhere, and the certitudss were
being cross examined by doubt. The impact of science upoa
religion bhad resulted in epiritual confusion. The nev weslth,
the nev plutocracy, vas a challenge to the old thrift, and
even more to federal regulation. The nev feauinism vaes re-
bellion egainst life with father. The newv discoveries in
medicine and physical sciences, in transportation and com-
sunication were revolutionising our daily living. . . . But

in the summer of 1914, we entered a period of intermitteat
violence, the like of which had not been felt since the bresk-
up of the Romen Empire. . . . Var and the uprooting ef the
unvanted; the persecutien of Jews; collspse of empires and the
revenge of young nationalism; torture end brain washing; shock-
ing experiences we have all been Wmd to in writing end
imagination, if not {m actuality.

And his sympathies are with the nsv resliem im the literature of
the several decades of the twantieth century:

e « o In this ferment, literature turned eway from Victoria,
avay fraom Ramanticism and towvard a nev realiem. The trend
sesned bdengvolent. . . . The nervousness, sense of loss,
brutality in mid-century uriting are directly tracsable to
the emergancies we have lived thrumgh. . . . They show that
the modern writer despite the parslysis of the war years, is
deeply compassionate and truly creative .30

To keep this kind of entertaining, provoking, and enlightening
wmaterial defore Atlantic resders, Weeks pays roughly, three times as
much for articles as former editors have. While manuscript payments
are still considered low from the Agtlantiec, the prestige value offsets

paymsnt. The Atlantic staff, nine people, read 40,000 manuscripts a

yur.”'

A9 dvard A. Weeks, "Peripatetic Reviewsr,"” Aglantic, vol. 198,
94, November 1956.
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A content analysis by subject matter of the =ssays in the

Aglantic 1947-1957 will be found in Chapter V.

The Atlantic Tradition in Fiction

The Atlantic's reputatiom as the proponent of the "American
idea" 1ia literature vas sstablished largely by chance. It was tha
custom of the four or five gamaral ssgazimes which existed im 18357 to
reprint serials from English and Continental novelists. Plans were for
the Atlantic to do the same, and Charles Eliot Nortom was scouting in
Burope for meauscripts for the sditor. He returansd by ship with a
trunk of manuscripts of novels and poetry for the fivst iseus, but tha
trunk dissppeared from a dock ia Nev York and was mever seen again. 51
S0 the Agiangic editors, by '-c'.uﬂty and chence, sought out new and
promising Ameriean writers.

Ia literature, as well a8 ia criticism, Lowmll, as first editor,
contributed much to the Atlaatic. In the single field of the short
story, Lewsll mede the Atlamtic a forum for the reslistic, vital fiec-
tion of "homest writers."53 Lowell, who "abhorred sentimentality from
the depths of his soul,"34 printed better short stories, with the
Atlantic's first issues, tham did say otber magazine dditor ia thes
country. Ia the early decades, thare were: Rose Terry's resalistic

52¢, £, Norton, "The Launching of "

. E, ’ ng of the Magazine,"” Atlantie, vol.
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Mg, 173, -



staries of New England life, Rebecca Hardinmg Davis's grimly realistie
“Life in tha Irom Mills," stories of Fitz-James O'Brisn, Ldward Bverett
Hale's "Man Without a Country,” and others.
Aldrich, the fourth sditor, wrote in the Movember 1397 issue:
1 am esotry thet the Atlantic did not put in its claim to being
the father of the short story. Of course there were excellent
shiart estoriss before the Atlentic vas born--Poe's and Haw-
thorns‘s~-but the magasine gave the short story a place it had
never befere reached. . . . It bagan with "The Diemond Lens"
;.ctr.gga-.vmm. sod ended with--well, it hgs not ended
Buriag the decade that Howells wes editor (1871-1881) he serial-
ized seven of his owm ovovels and five of his friend Henry Jamas's novels.
Serials of novels, then, sometimes ran for twelve months. No editer
before or since used the novel in the Atlantic as widely as Howells.®
Early in his comnection with the magazine, he ventured the Aglantic's
first English serial, Griffith Gaunt by Charles Reade; and, a little
later, he printed a Dicken's novelette. Both were disappointments; the
cost of tha manuscripts made publishing them unprofitable, when sud-
scription sales did not increase as expected.
New writers in the 1870's and 1880°'s were Mark Twaim end Bret
Harte, besides Henry James. Twain wrote "Old Times om the Mississippi”
for the Atlaptic, et Howmlls's suggestion. Bret Rarte, in 1871, sccepted
the offer of the publishers to pay him $10,000 during the ensuing years

for vhatever he might write in that period. He wrote that year four

”I‘vo. op. git., p. 86,

362 dward Veeks and Emily Flint, editors, Jubilee: One Hundred Yaazs
of the Atlantic, p. 509, Little, B¥van and Company: Bostom, 1957.
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story by Erneat Hemingway, "Fifty Grand," in 1927. (Diecovery depends
on definition, however; his first short stories were published inmn
France.)

In 1941 Budora Welty publishad threa of her short storiss in the
Aglantic; she, too, had published stories sarlier, in "little" maga-
sines, but the Atlangic was the first to imtroduce “The Buraing,” "Why
1 Live at the PO,"” and "Powerhouse,' to a general circulation sudience.

Wilbur Daniel Steesle and Jessamyn West, introduced through Atlen-
tic pages, have repeatedly, over the years, had stories ia the Bept
Americen Short Sgories or in the O. Hepry Prize Sseries:

Since the 0. Henry series was started in 1919, the Atlentic has
been well represented in the col_loct!.on. and among ths prise vioners.
Herschel Brickell, editor, im tha imtroduction to O. Hepzy Prige Stories
1949 (p. xviii) wrote: "Over the years the Atlantic has wem a lion's
share of O. Henry Priszes."”

But of course, the Atlantic's traditica for excellence in liter-
ature was nsver more firmly set than right at the beginning, im the
group of men who had already won literary reputations, end were then
leaders in American thought: Longfellow, Emerson, Holmes, Whittier, and
Lowell.

No such resdy-made group submits the manuscripts to the Aglantic
today. The necessity of printing ‘quality short stories in each issue
means coostantly searching: in tg January 1953 issue (p. 23), the
editors noted that in seven yuars, 15,000 Atlantic.'Firet" manuecripts

alone had bsan received and read.
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In this day, manuscripts Jdesaand of tha litarvary editor move
tolerance of means of expression and inmcreased latitude in topic acecept-
ance. This point was made by Weeks in an address, "The Resder, Writer,
and Bditor," bafora the Radcliffe Publishing Procadures Csarss, July
29, 1938:

Sex, brutality, fear, pervarsisn--sll ars stromg meat {n much
fiction writing today, which slights power of suggestiom over
pover of cataloging. Detisions to raject or accapt flctisa ere
guided by a special resiliency coupled vith never forgetting
that the "fastidiocus (conaciamtious) element” is his magasine's
strongest reedership.

A study of the Atlantic's performance in short steries 1947-1957

is found in Chepter 1V,
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CRAPTER 11X
A DESCRIPTION OF THE ATIANTIC MAGAZINE
Introduction

The Atlsagic represents a general, noun-specialised, limited-
sudience, contributor-written journaliem. These are its maian character-
istice. Pirst, it does not specialize. It comdbines the publication of
newe, in the wide- end long-range sense, and of idess om public affairs,
international affaire, education, science, personal end femily life,
with the publication of fiction, reflective essays, and verse.

Second, it is not edited for a mass audience, but for readers
who have & wide range curiosity and who are villing to tackle a rather
difficult reading assigmment to get at an ides that can be reached in
00 other way. This type of sudience is imereasing in this country, and
the editors of ths Atlgntic are aiming at it. The audieace is from the
group called by the U.8. Census Bureau officiale "Professional and
Technical Workers,” and can bs reached not by talking down but by edit-
ing up, Edward A. Veeks, the present editor of the Agtlaptic, says:

Ia mmmber they have been rapidly incressing; so has their puc-
chasing power, and 80 have their children in college. In the
ceusua age group of 65 end over" ocnly 3.5 per cent bave a
college degree, whereas in the age group ready for college to-
day, vhite and colored, 17 per cent, or five times as meny, are

taking degrees. In the next decade that mmber will increase
astronamically.

Here is your coming and domisant readership. . . 39

59%2dvard A. Veeks, "Why Da Wir Do It7," pamphlet, reprint of spesch,
Magasine Publishers' Association: Hew York, 1958,
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A third characteristic of this type of maegasine journaliem ie
that it offers a medium for a variety of opinions. It thrives on thie
charscteristic.

A magasine such as the Atlantic does not reach out to all classes
of society as a mass-circulation magasine does; it canmet organise a
close coverage of events on any scale--local, national, or imternstionsl
--as can well-knit staff-written magasines. It does not serve to deepen
the special knovledge of the reader on any given subject as do the
thousands of magasines that specialize in specific ereas, such as fashion
aqgesines, ags-group magazines, trade magesines, hobby megasines, tech-
nical magasines, end #0 on.

The peculiar sort of gensral magasine that it is, the Atlantic
has been described by such terms as "quality" megasine, “"Literary
monthly," "general monthly,"” "high brow" magasine, or "idea" magazine.
The last term seams to most utearly describe the subject matter comtent
of the magasine, and "ides" magaszine will de the descriptive term used
to define the Atlsntic for this study.

Staff

The Aglantic editorial etaff consiste of Edward A. Veeks, editor-
in-chief; Charles W. Morton, associate editor; Louise Desaulniers, re-
search editer; Priscilla deGiovanni, copy editor; one proeof ressder,
tvo mamscript readers, and Mre ._Ptly P. Flint, aanaging editor.

Phosde Lou Adams, the chief manuscript reader, is also the poetry
editor end substitutes for Cherlss Rolo, the book reviewsr, vhensver he
ie abroad. Mr. Weeks, as editor-in-chief, buys his own material end {s
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responsible for planmning the issues. Editing and cutting on essays and
articles are done by the resesarch editor and the managing editor .60
The Atlantic does not have an art director. The new forwat vas

designed by Gyorgy Kepes. The layout artist is Ruseell Carpenter.
Format

The Atlantic today is a wmodern "package,"” in a comparison of
current issves vwith evan the earlier issues in the 1947-1957 period of
this study.

Beginning with the July 1942 issue, the page size was increased
to 8 by 11 inches. Type faces were changed and naw sections were in-
trodueced, V"'I'hc Atlantic Report on the World Today,” and "Accent on
Living." For the 90th Anniversary, November 1947, the traditional
table of ciomtents cover was changed to the Atlantic's first four-color
picture cover. The cover is of heavy, .slck paper, and the magasine
runs approximately 130 pages an issue. When a special supplament is
run, from 64 to 92 extra pages go into an issuve.

In 1948 the soft book-peper on vhich the magazine eriginally had
been printed was exchanged for a tougher, coated, all-white paper that
would run off the modern presses at 8,000 impressioms en hour. As omnly
800 impressions an hour could be run on the slover presses, the faster
presses cut production time and costs.

Color is used in the ade,.and since October 1957, one or two

60From business letter fpem Mrs. Emily P. Flint, March 18, 1959.
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colors are used in lina drawvings to illustrate title pages of the
articles. Oecasiomally illustrative photographs are usad; howsver, the
Atlantic is not, in the general semse, an illustrated magazine.

Gaorge Kepes, professor of visual design at thw Magsachusetts
Institute of Technology, designed the latest change in formst for ths
Atlantic's 100th Anniversary Issues, 1957.

Content Sections

Atlantic Reports
The Atlangic Reports, in the front pages of the magasine esch

month, follov tha table of contents. The Atlantic began publishing the
Reports im 1942 during World War II as a service to readers vho wanted
something more than they could get from the daily newspapers and in
veekly news magagises. The Reports are written by men and women who are
working im a perticular ares, and they are an attempt o give the back-
ground which explains current events in that area. Rence the full title,
"Atlantic Reports om the World Today." Ia a letter from the Atlantic
Monthly office, Mrs. Bmily Flint, managing editor, wrote of the Reports:

Ve do mot allow our reporters to predict, but we do give them

camplete freedom to report what they see and give the expla-

nation of how it came to be. We make a conscientious effort

to edit out nhagtd language or any personsl bias om the part
of the reporter.

Atlantic Repartee
Aglgntic Repartee (letters to the editor) follows the Atlantic

“B-ily P. Flint, stated in business correspondence March 18,
1959.
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Reports, snd runs from a few columns to several pages an issus.

Expression of reader opinion is usually stromg.

The Atlantic Serial, ss a regular section in the table of zoa-
tents of the magasine, wes discontinued in June 1954. The editors comn-
tinue to condemse and print sectioms of books, in two or three part
installments, no longer referred to as "Atlantic Serial."

In the period 1947-1954, a "'serial" ran four monthse at the most,
usually vas abridged, and was not restricted in literary form. There
were 23 abridged serials in the magasime in thie period. Bubject mat-
ter included autodbiegraphy, biography, diaries, history, historiecal
novels, and vevels.

Atlantic Bookshelf

This is the book review section, foumd im the dack pages of the
magasine, following the main section of editorial matter. The "Peripa-
tetic Reviewer,” written by the editor, opens the Bookshelf. It is a
columa of cammsnt, reminiscence, and reflectica, often related to
eame topit concermed with reviewing curreant literature. The zolumn
ends with one or two short book reviews by Weeks. "The Readers Choice"
is & columm of book reviews in the Bookshelf, writtem by other Atlantic

staff menbers.

Agcent gm Living
‘“Accent on Living,” a cluster of short articles and sketches in

the back pages of the magasive, dressed up with line drawings, and



attractive type, wae started im 1942. It came in as "Coatributor's
Club,"” bagun in 1877 by Howells, was dropped. The nev dspartment vas
introduced midway through World War 11 and was deliberately titled
"Aceent on Living."

It would concern itself mot with killing, but with living.
WVhile larger matters would de accounted for elsewvhere im the
Atlsntie, thuz pages would try cut the lighter, the lesser,
the frivolous.%2

The articles cover a wide ares of miscellany.

Country Perepectives Supplement

The firet Coumtry Perspectives Supplement was published im the
Atlangic Oetoder 1953, on India. Other supplements followed oa Holland
and Belgium, April 1954; Jepan, Jamuary 1933; Greece, Junme 1933; Brasil,
Pebruary 1956; Indonesia, Jume 1936; the Arab World, September 1956;
Geruany, March 1957; and Burma, early in 19S8.

The Country Perspectives vary in length from 64 to 92 pages.
They imelude works of artists and authors livimg in contesporsry cul-
tures of which little is known to readers in the United States.

The Country Perspectives series is published with the Atlantiec
by non-profit Imtercultural Publications, Inc., established in 1952
undar g grant from the Ford Foundation.

The material for the supplaments is assemdled by Imtercultural
Publications, with suggestions firmm the editors of Atlgntic vho have the
finsl veto on coatent. qurculgyr.l Publications pays all expenses of

the editorial preparation of the material, almost all of the fees to

62"Accent on Livivg," A_t_m_gg, vol. 180, 125, Novemder, 1947.
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authore, and & pro xqte share of the production costs of ths magasines.
The Atlantic Monthly Company rebates tc Intercultural Publications a
certain percentage of its receipts from nswestsnd sals.

For each of the supplements, a field editor, or editors, selects
the material; thay are listed on the contents page for a particular
issue. In each instance the field editor spends considerable time
studying the culture of ths country, sesking advice from lecal artistic
end intellectual leaders om which writers to contact end vhat msterial
to treanslate. The final editing is dome by the staff of Intercultural
Publications, after editing suggestiocns are made by the Aglentiec staff.

In introducing the series in Octoder 1953, the aime stated by the

Atlangic vere:

The editors of the Atlgngic and the directors of Intercultural
Publications bope that such exchanges of cultural material will
open frismily window throwgh which Americans and the people of
othar countries can begin to see beyond their differences to
those higher uzéucim and creative achievemants which they
bhold ia common.

Short Stories and Essaye
Non-fiction articles and short stories make up the msin sections

of the editorial matter of each issve. The copy is not interrupted by
sdvertisements, and each article or story continues from beginming to
end without being "jumped” to back pages. A bdlurb about the suthor of
the article or story is included om each title page.

Usually two short stories are included in each issue; sometimes

63 perspective of India," Atlantic, p. 104, October 1953.



ove; scmetimes three. In most of the issues in the 1947-1957 period,
one of the storiss wes an Atlgatic "First.”

In 1946, the Atlantig begen to publish what they called Atlanmtic
“Pirsts," short stories by "unestablished” writers makiag their first
appesrance in ths msgasine's pages. At the wer's end, ths Atlaatic
vanted to hold out special incentive to the crop of oev writers who had
just come through the war experisuce. Mstro-Goldvyn-Mayer, also inter-
ested im advancing the work of new writere, joined the Atlepti¢ in the
enterprise; however, MiM's affiliation with the Atlentic "Pirets” ter-
minated in Juns 1948. During the first two years, until Jasuary 1949,
a $750-first prise snd a $250-second prise were svarded sesi-aamually
to the most distimctive Aglantic *'Firsts” in that period. In 1949 the
avards were changed to annusl awards, snd they continue.

All Atlantic "Firets" receive the magasine's top fee for fictiom.

Five to ten essays are published in an svergge-sise issus. They
cover a wide sudbject range of subjects om personal, cammmity, neticnal
and internationsl levels. Essays are contributer written, by and large,
and the main characteristic of this section of the magazine, teken as a
vhele for the period 1947-1937 is the disparate points of view present-

ed in the essays.
Circulation end Advertising

The Atlantic magasine depends on subscription and newsstand sales
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for 75 to 80 per cent of its revenue, on advertising for 25 per mt.“
In 1957, the single-copy price went up from fifty cents to sixty cents;

the subseription rate is now $7 a year.

Circulation

Circulation figures here are from a pasphlet, The Atlantic
Heritage, published by the Atlantic Monthly Campeny, 1957. Figures are
from 1915 (the first year in wvhich figures for copies sold om mewe-
stands are accuratsly recorded) to 1937 in five-year intervals.

TABIE I, CIRCULATION OF THE ATLANTIC MAGAZINE 1913-1957
IN FIVE-YRAR INTERVALS
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Subscription Newsstand Total Avg.

fdles Salss Sales per

‘(Averege per Moath) Month
1913 30,600 7,600 38,200
1920 68,900 33,000 101,900
1925 85,000 28,000 126,000
1930 98,000 28, 000 126,000
1938 87,000 14,000 101,000
1940 89,000 13,300 101,000
1943 115,500 16,000 131,500
1950 138,000 31,500 169,500
1953 165,800 42,300 208,300
1957 (Pirst 6 moe.) 193,978 47,542 241,520

Advertising
The annual edvertising revenue of the Atlemtic for the years of
this study, 1947-1958, are liestid belov im camperisom with four other

6424vard A. Weeks, ""The Awader, Writer and Editor,” am address,
Radcliffe Publishing Procadures Course, July 29, 1958,
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The data were supplied by the Magasine Advertising Bureau

of the Magasine Publishers Association, New York.
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TABLE 1I.

MAGAZINE ADVERTISING REVEWUES FOR

SELRCTED GERERAL MONTHLY MAGAZINES*

Harper's National

Atlantic Coromat Magasine Roliday Geographic
1947 $237,203 - $238 ,882 $1,707,883 $2,140,918
1948 181,878 $ 436,542 212,817 3,089,136 2,452,495
1949 188,580 619,246 198,791 3,978,400 2,446,623
1950 237,759 1,060,212 350,207 4,014,083 2,646,833
1951 308,425 1,124,411 265,229 4,319,305 2,552,667
1952 407,886 1,098,360 272,386 4,886,250 2,876,221
1953 464,489 1,749,152 289,026 5,363,589 3,156,663
1954 449,123 1,625,730 341,406 5,241,659 3,017,325
1953 481,804 1,822,824 369,808 5,853,823 3,432,267
1956 611,989 1,693,757 509,136 6,480,191 3,392,937
1957 828,611 2,592,371 574,385 8,328,486 3,796,382
1958 685,644 3,301,482 555,652 8,714,777 3,929,484

*Source: Pubdblishers Information Bureau records.

In 1957, the Atlantic ran 475.95 pages of sdvertising; in 1938,
it ran 411.57 pages of advertising (down 14 per cent).53

The 100th Aaniversary year, 1957, was up on two counts: highest
advertising revenus of all time; largest subscription figure.

The "advertorial,” a unique feature, wes introducsd in the Ag-
lantie in December 1951. It is a public-interest edvertisement, often
running several pages, desigmed to allov business to discuss or iaform,

in resscnsble, essay fashion. s

”rro- the Publishere Infesmmation Buresu records, Magasine
Advertising Bureau of Magezine Publishers Association, New York.



In 1952, Atlantic end Harper's joined advertising sales forces
in @ single company, Harper-itlantic Sales, Inc., which 48 ocwned fifcy-
fifty by the two publishers. An gdvertiser may sdvertise in either or
both; duplication of resdership on the masgezimes' lists is lesse than
10 per cent. Combining sales forces meant an immediate 13 per cemt
reduction in the coet of selling ads .56

The main advertisers im the Atlantic are travel agencies, book
clubs, other publishing firms, life insurance companies, automobile
samufacturers, railway compenies, textile corporations, privete utility
cotporations, and national essociations such as the Ameriecan Meat In-

stitute.

6pusinese Wesk, pp. 42-43, July S, 1952.



CHAPTER 1V
SHORT STORIES IN THE ATLANTIC MAGAZINE 1947-19S7
Introducelion

“Best" is a quality that is difficult to assign to aay work of
fiction; vhat seems "best” at one time vill not seem 00 at another; and
two reliable persons may disagree om what is "best” in stories at the
sane tims. The procedure hers will mot be to try to determine which
stories aad authors are best, but to record certain imformstion about
the stories end authors in the Aglantic from 1947 through 1957, as an
indication of the magasine's performance in current literature. A
tentative assumption of this paper will be that the better stories may
be singled ocut for reprinting talutbolc.tu.

Method

To chack the Atlantic short stories from this period which have

been anthologised, the two major ammugl short story colleetions in

America were cousulted, the Beet Americen Shorc Stories 1947-1938; end

the 0. Heary Pripe Storfes 1947-1951, 1934-1958. Stories in these col-
lections are selectsd annuslly by tha editors and ave drawa from U.S.

aagasines that attempt to priat sericus fictiom, "little" magasines,
general monthly megazines, some slick magezines, veskly magasines, fash-
ion asgazines, vosen's magasines’, atc. The selections in the Q. Hegpy
Prige Series are made from approximately 60 magasines;] those in Che Begt
Americen Short Stories sre made from at least 100 magazinmes. Often the



editors consult wany more magazines during any one year.

The 0. Hemry Prige Stories were mot collected im 1952 amd 1953,
following the death of the editor Herschel Brickell im May 1952. The
collection wan rasumd ia 19546 with Paul Engle, State Umiversity of Iowa,
editor. The 0. Hepry Prize Stories imcluded 23 stories in ths yaars
1947-1950; 24 stories in 1951; 23 stories im 19354; 18 stories im 1953;
16 stories im 1956; 20 stories in 1957; end 17 stories in 1958.

The three most distinctive stories chosen by the editors recéive
0. Hanry Awvards, cash prizes of £300, §200 and $100 for first, second
and third places; they are the first three stories in the book, each
year,

The Best Americsn Short Stories series wes founded in 1915. The
prasent editor is Martha Foley. The collection sveraged 29 stories
from 1947 through 1953. In 1934, the mmbder of stories dropped to 24;
ia 1955, 25 stories; in 1936, 24 stories; in 1957, 20 stories, amd in
1958, 21 stories.

The 1958 volums of each series {s included in this etudy, be-
csuse soms stories indemed in it were published in magazines im 1957.

In ignoring such variables as the differing opinicms of editors,
it is sssumed that the cumber of stories from the Atlantig reprinted inm
thase two collections is significant in this study, because of the re-
putation of the collections and tha wide range from which they make
their selectioms. 2

The Short Story Index and Supplement were used to establish
vhether or not the sams umuo.gutbmmww in



anthologies other than the two major annual collections. The Index and
Supplewmt were aleo used to scale the authors' work according to their
short stories indexzed in any anthologies. The Index, published by H.

W. Wilson Campany, New York, indexme 60,000 stories im 4,300 collections,
published 1949 or earlier; the Supplemsnt to the Index. which covers the
years 1950-1934, indezmes 9,575 stories in 349 collectiocns. The next
Supplammnt covering the yesars 1955 through 1959 is not scheduled for
publication until the Fall of 1960. Only those short stories im the
Atlantic, Jamuary 1947-Decamber 19534, were used in this part of the
study in the check of Atlantic etories indexed in anthologies other

thao Besg Amsricsn Short Stories and 0. Henyy Prise Stories.

The Ipdex and Supplamsnt was used to devise a sumsrical rating
scale of the autbors' short stories indemed in any amthologies. The
scale includes all of an author'’s short stories, listed in the Index
and Supplessht. The scale indicates to what extent the author's short
stories, either very fev or many, merited anthologiming. For this
study the scale is referred to as Author Rating Scale, and is coded
from sero to three: "0", no stories anthologized im any collection; "1%,
1-5 stories anthologised in collections; 2", 6-10 stories snthologized

in collections; end "3", more than 10 stories anthologised in collections.
Procedure

Information about the etqries and suthors was recorded on IBM
cards. Each story was assignosd a referecuce mmber and the month and
year of the story's sppearance in the Atlantic was recorded. One IBM
column records two categories: (1) An Atlantic "Pirst,” coded 1; (2)
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Hot an Atlantic "First,” coded 2.
Another IBM columm records seven catagories mmbering from 0 to
&, and indicating vhether the story had been enthologised in tha twe

@ajor aamusl shart story collectioms: category O, not enthologimad im

either Bast Americep Short Stories or 0. Hesry Prize Sgeries; eategory
1, anthologised in the Best Americen Short Stories; category 2, aathol-
ogised in 0. Hegry Prize Stories: category 3, Firet Priss viamer, O.
Henry series; category &, Second Prise winner, 0. Heury series; cate-
gory 5, third prise wvimner in O, Hemry series; category 6, anthologised
in both Best Ampricsn Short Stories and O. Beary Prise Stories.

A columm records in four categories the mumber of other anthol-
ogies in which each Atlantic story im the 1947-1954 period was iodezmed:
category 0, indaxad in no other éollection; category 1, indexed in one
other collection; category 2, indaxmed im two other collectiome; and
category 3, indexed in three other collectious.

The suthor's nationality is recorded in 12 categories: 1, Amer-
icean; 2, Canadian; 3, British; 4, Irieh; S5, Scoteman; 6, Australisn;

7, Danish; 8, French; 9, Svedish; 10, Italian; 11, Russian; 12, German.

The Author Rating Scale, descrided above, is recorded im four
categories .

By recording this inforwmation on 1IM cards, counts on signifi-
cant pointe vere msde quickly, and im some inetances significences
were revealed in the tabulations that would have been difficult other-
vise.



Eesulte

From Jamiary 1947 through December 1957, 219 short stories were

printed in the Atlantic. They were writtem by 142 authors.

Atlantic "Firste"

Of the 219 short stories, 65 (29.6%) were Atlgatic '"Pirets,”
written by new writers making their first appearance im the magazine;
or from the editing point of view, writers “"discovered” by the editors.
One hundred fifty-four (70.32) of the 219 short storiss were not Atlgn-

tic "Firsts."

Anthol
Of the 63 Atlentic "Hroul“:
1. Porty-nine were wot indexed im sither Besgt Amerjicen Short
Stories or O. Henry Prise Stories.
2. Eixteen were indexed in tha two collectiocums.
3. BSeven were indexed in Best Amsricsn Short Storiss, 1967-1958.
4. Tam vere indaxed im O. Henry Prige Sgories, 1947-1938.

5. One of tha 10 in O. Henry saries ves Second Prise Wimmar.

6. Two of the 16 were indexed in both collectiouns.

Of the 154 shart stories that were not Atlangic '"Firste":

1. Ooe hundred forty were not indexed in either ammual collection.

2. Fourteen were indexed in the two collections.

3. Elevan ware indexad fn:Best Amsricen Short Stories, 1947-1938.
4. Pour were indexed in O. Hemry Frize Stories, 1947-1958.

S. Two of the 4 in 0. iiwhry series ware FPiret Prisze Wimnmars.
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6. One of the 14 vas indemsd in both collections.

0f the total 219 stories:

1. One bundred eighty-nine were not indexed in either of the
two major annual collections.

2. Thirty were indexed in the two collections.

3. Eighteen were indexed {m Best ri - -] 5

4. Pourteen were indaxed in 0. Henry Prize Etories.

S. Two in the O. Henry series were First Prise winnere.
6. Oae in the O. Heary series was a Second Prige winner.

7. Two of the 30 stories were indexed in both collections.

Other Anthologies
0f tha 219 stories in tha tic in this period, 57 of thea
were publishad 1955-1957, and are not covered by the Short Story Index.

Only the 162 gtories which were printed in the Atlangic from Januery
1947 through December 1954 are included in this section of the study.
Of these 162 gtories, 53 were Atlantic "Firsts,"” 109 were not Atlentic
"Firsts."

Of tha 53 Atlentic "Firste”:

1. PForty-nine were not iudexsd in any collection of short
stories.

2. Two were indexed in one other collectiom.

3. Two were iadexed im two other collectioms.

Of the 109 stories that wef# not Atlantic “Firste':

1. Eighty-seven were mot indemed in any collectiom of short

stories.
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2. Twenty were indexed im one other collectiom.

3. Two were indemed in two other collectioms.

0Of tha total 162 storiss 1947-1954:

1. Ome hundred thirty-eix wvere indexsd in no collectioms.
2. Twenty-two were indexed in ove other collectionm.

3. Pour wvere indexed im two ather collectiomn.

Author Rating Scale

The Author Rating Gcale shows that 104 (47.72) of the 219 stories
were written by authors whose Rating Scale is 0" (no short steries
indexed im any collection). Of the 104 with "O" rating, 41 were Atlan-
tic "FPirete”; 63 were not Atlantic 'Pirsts."

Sixty-three (28.7%2) of the 219 etories were written by authors
whose Rating Scale 1s "1" (1-5 oler.nriu indexed in collectioms). Of the
63, 21 were Aglgptic "Firsts"; 42 were not Agtlantic "Firets.”

Bix (2.71) ware writtea by authors whoes Rating Scale is "2" (6-
10 stories indexed in collections). None of the six were Atlamtic
"Firets."

Porty-six (21%) of tha 219 stories were written by autbhors whose
Rating Scals 1is "3" (more than 10 stories indexed im collectioms).
Three were Aglantic "Firsts™; 43 were mat Atlantic "Firsts."

Nationality of Author

The 219 short stories in the Atlamgic 1947-19357 were writtenm by
142 authors. N

One hundred fifty-five stories were written by 103 American

authore .
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Thirty-one stories were written by 19 English suthors.

Thirteen stories were writtem by eix Irish authors.

Ten stories were written by six Canadian sutbors.

Five stories were written by three 8cotemen.

One story each was written by an Australian, & Danish, a Prench,

a Swedish, end an Italian writer.

Musber of Stories by Single Author
The 219 stories were written by 142 suthors. Of the 142 authors,
107 published one story only in the Atlantic in the ll-year period. Of
the 107, 50 were Atlantic "Firete"; 57 were not Atlaatic 'Firets."
Of the 142 authors, 17 authors pudblished two stories each (34
stories). Eight were Atlantic "l'i_;nu."

Seven suthors published three stories each (21 stories). Three

were Atlantic "Firets.”

Four authors published four stories eech (16 stories). Ome was

an Atlantic "Piret."
Five suthors published five stories each (23 stories). Two

were Atlantic "Firsts."”
Ons author published six stories; none vas em Atlantic "Firet."

One author published ten stories, the highest incidence of

stories by a single author durinmg the ll-year period. Ome was an

Atlantic “Firet."

Iop Eleven Authors

Eleven authors whose short stories wers published most consistent-
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ly in the Atlentic during the period from 1947-1957 accouvat for a total
of 57 stories, ranging from 4 stories by an author to 10 stories by am
author. The 37 is 29 per cent of the 219 stories.

Five of the 11 authors made thair first appesrance im short
story magazine fiction with Atlantiec "Pirets.”

S8ix of ths 11 authors were American writers; three were English;
one vas Irish; one was Casadian.

Four of the 11 authors have an Author Rating Scale of "3". Noms
of the 11 authors has an Authors Rating Scale of "2"; two have an Author
Rating S8cale of "1". Five of the 11 suthors bave an Author Rating
Scale of "0".

Because their names are important identification im this group,
each of the 11 authors is listed individually.

Four stories each:

1. Richard Pike Bissell, American. Author Rating Seale "0".
Four stories in the Atlantic in this period were published April 19350,
July 1950, Deceaber 1954, and September 1955. None of tham were an-
thologised in either of the two major amnual short story eellections.
The firet cne, "The Black Gates of Keokuk," was included im Jubilee-
100 Yesrs of the Agtlantic, (1957) selections by Atlamtic aditors. The
second and third stories were not anthologized in either sollections,
and the fourth is mot covered by the Index dates. Before 1947, he pub-
lished an Atlantic "Firgt." He wrote a novel, 7§ Cents, from which the
wusical Pajams Geme vas mede. 1

2. Geoffrey Household, Emglish. Author Ratimg Scale "3". The
four stories in the Atlamtic vere vimbulhcd January 1948, November 1948,



December 1951, and April 1936, lNome of them have been indexed im any
collectiocn other than a collection of his own short stories, Tales of
Adventurerg, in which the first three storiss from the Atlantic were
included.

3. Mary lLavin, Irish, Author Ratimg Scale "3"., Rer four
stories inm the fitlantic ware publishad February 1950, July 1952, Juune
1954, and June 1956. Nome of the firet three stories have bdeen indexed
in any collections (the fourth is not covered by the Index dates).
Barlier, a story of hers wes included in a 1942 collection of Atlantic
Short Stories. Her stories have been listed im the roll of "Distinctive
S8hort Stories in American Magasines by Foreign Authors,” in the Besg
Ametican Short Stories series.

4. W. B. Ready, Csnadian. Aiithor Rating Scale "3". The four
storiss im the Atlantic in this period wers published May 1948, March
1949, November 1949, and March 1950. The first ome, s» Agleatic “Piret,”
vas reprinted {m two collections; ome, an anthology Many Colored Fleece;
the other, a collection of Ready's short stories, The Great Disciple
and Other Stories. The second and fourth stories which were published
in the Atlantic alsc were imcluded in The Great Disciple; the third
story ii the Atlantic was not anthologized. Heady has besn listed with
the group of "Distinmctive Short Stories in American Magazines by For-
eign Authors,” in the back of the Beet Americen Short Sceries 1950, for
the two stories in the 1949 issuves o_! the Atlemtic.

Pive stariss each: )

$5, Martha Gellhorn, American. Author Rating Scals "3". Her

=
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stories appiared in the Atlentic May 1947, August 1948, May 1951, March
1953, and August 1956. Two of her stories ("Miami--NHew York, 1944,"
May 1947 and "Weekend at Grimsby," May 1951) were imcluded in the Best
American Short Stories, whose only stories from Miss Gellhorm bave been
tha two from the Atlangic. One of har stories, "In Eickness as in
Health," Atlantic, August 1956, (as "The Smell of Lilies") wom Piret

Prize Award in the O. Heénry Prize Stories 1938. Thres of these four

stories are included in "The Honeyed Peace," a collection of har own
short stories. Hons of these ware an Aglantic "First."”

6. Crary Moore (pen name), American. Author Rating Scale "0".
Her stories in the Atlantic began with an Agtlangiec 'Pirst," May 1952,
and continued December 1952, May 1953, December 1955, amd Septembder
1957. None has been anthologized under the pen name.

7. Jamss Reynolds, American. Author Rating Becale "0". Hie
stories in the Atlangic were publighed February 1931, April 1951, Janu-
ary and June 1932, and August 1953. None of these stories hsve been
anthologised; snd none wes an Atlantic "Firet."

8. Monica 8tirling, English. Author Rating Scale "0". None of
her stories in the Atlantic in this period were anthologized. They
were published February 1948, July 1948, May 1949, March 1950, and July

1951.
9. Joseph Whitehill, Americam. Author Rating Scale "1". His
stories in the Atlantic began in Aprr‘il 1935, with an Aglangiec "First,"

then August 1955, Jaousyy and July 1956, and February 1957. The Atlan-

tic "Firet,” "Able Bake:,"” was in Q. Henry Prige Stories 1936. None of
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his other stories im the Atlantic were imeluded in either of the two
ma jor snnual short story collectioms; all of his stories 4ra too racent
to be coverad by the Short Story Index.

8ix Etories:

10. Wolf Mankowits, Emglish. Author Rating Scale "0"; only
one of his stories from the Atlantic of this period would be covered by
the Short Story Index and it 18 not listed. He has no earlier listings.
His stories were published November 1954, Februsry 1935, February and
October 1936, and Jamuary and June 1957.

Ten EStories:

11. Dillon Andarson, & Texss lawyer, published ten stories in
the Atlantic during the ll-year period of this study. Author Rating
fcale ts "1". None of Anderson's entries in the Short Story Index are
stories from tha Aglantic in this period. His stories have mot been in-
dexed im eithar of the two major amnual short story collectioms. "The
Revival,” an Atlantic "First,"” was published in June 1949; his latest
story was published September 1956. "The Revival” was listed ia the
roll of '"Distinctive Short Stories in Americen Magazises by Amstican
Writers" in the Best American Short Stories 1950; amd in the introdue-
tiocn to the O. Henry Prige Stories 1930, Anderson was referred to ae
one of the moet promising of the new writers of the yesr, though the

story was not included in either collecgion.

Bast Esows Writers
The group of 107 authors who published only ome stery in 1l years
in the Atlangic is divided into 50 Atlggtic "Firsts” and 57 mot Atlsntic
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"Firsts."

Ten of the 57 not-'"Firets" have Author Rating Scales of "3".
Five are Amsrican writers; three, English; ons, Irish; and one, Swedish.

The American suthors in this group are: Ernest Hemingway,
Josephine W. Johnson, Oliver LaFarge, William Saroyan, and Whit Burumett.
Oliver LaFarge's story, published im the Atlantic in Heptember 1950,
vas {ndexed in both Best Americsp Short Stories and O. Henry Prize
Stories. The ocme story each of the other four snthors were mot includ-
ed in either of these two collectioms, or in any other collecticas.

The three English suthors with Rating Scalss of "3" are David
Bone, fir Osbert Sitwell, and Evelyn Waugh. The other anthors in this
group are Par Lagerkvist, Swedish, and Lord Dunseny, Irish. The etory
from the Aglantic by Lord Dunseny is ismdezed in a collection of his
own stories; othervwise mo other story from the Atlagtic by this group
of foreiga authors was indaxsd.

Pour of the 57 not-"Firsts” have Author Rating Scales ef "2";
three are Amsricen writers; one, English. They are Triumsn Capote,
Thomes Wolfe, John Steinbeck, end Aldous Huxley. The story by Truman
Cepote, in the Atlantic, August 1947, won Firet Prisze Award ia the 0.
Heury Prige Btorjes, and has been included im two other sallections.
The thres particular stories by tha other thres writers are mot indemed
in any entholagies.

The remaining 43 authors in the group of 57 who were not Atlantic
“Firets" end who published only ome uo;y in the Atlantic in 11 years
have Author Rating Scales of '"0" or "1", and are little knowm short
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story vriters, in general. Four stories from this growp were included

in Best American Short Stories; this was the only imdexing.

Three from the group, however, with Author Rating Scales of "1",
are well-known writers: Albert Camus, Prench; lsak Dinesen, Danish; and
Hicholes Monsarrat, English. None of their stories in the Aglamtic in
this period were indexzed in anthologies. They are not short story
vriters, primarily; with the exception of Isek Dinesen, who bas not
written many stories since the early 1940's. Camus and Monsarrat are
primarily novelists; and Camue, a Nodel Frize wimmer.

Two Stories Each: Seventeen authors published two stories each
in the Atlantic in 11 years; eight were Aglantic "“Firsts,” nine were
not. Five had Author Fating Scales of "3": two American writers,
Eudora Welty and Louis Auchincloss; two English writers, H. E,. Bates
and Villiem Sansom; and one Irish writer, Sean O'Faolain.

The stories from this period of the Atlantic by the two American
writers were not included in the major annual short story collections.
The story by Mise Welty from the May 1948 Atlantic is indexed im two
other collections; each of Louis Auchincloss's two stories is indexed
in a collection of his own short stories.

William Sansom's two stories from the Atlantic in this period
are indexed in ome other collection. Ume of Bates's stories is indexed.
Heither of gean O'Faclain's stories from-the Atlantic in this period are
indexed. )

Three Etories Each: Seven wthor; published three stories in the

Atlantic in 11 years, including two authors with Rating Scales of "3":



James 8till, American; and Framk 0'Comnor, Irish. Two of the stories
by Etill were included {n the Begt American Short Stovies, those from
the Atlantic, January 1949 and July 1951. Hie stories, before this
period, were im Q. Henry Prise Stories in 1937, 1938, 193§, end 1941,
and in tha sther major anthology im 1946. Lll of these staries ware not
from the Atlantic, however.

Frank 0'Commor's stories have been widely mnthologized, im other

collectioms and in collections of his own. However, moma of the three

stories by 0'Connor from the Atlanmtic in this period are indexed in
collections.

Sumary
Atlantic "Firste"

Between one-fourth and one-third (65) of the 219 stories in the
Atlantic were Atlantic "Firets,” written by new writers making their
first appearanca in the magesine; or fraom the editing point of view,
writers "discovered" by the sditors. Slightly fewer than three-

fourthse (154) of the stories in this period were mct Atlanmtic “Firsts.”

Two Ma A 1 1
Over the ll-year pericd, 30 stories from the Atlantic vere re-

printed in the two best known sonual short story collections in America;
thie is 13.7 per cent, or approximately one in every seven stories.
Eightean have basn reprinted inm the Best American Short Stories; 14
have been reprinted in the 0. Henry Prisze Stories. Two of the stories

in the 11 years won 0. Heary Firet Prisms Awards; one was a Second Prize



vinner. Two of the stories were anthologiged in both collections.
Appraximately 1 out of every 4 Atlantic "Firsts" (24.61) during
this pericd was anthologised im the two major collections, While 1 out
of 11 (%2) of the stories which are not Atlaatic “Firets" wes asthol-
ogizsed in the two collections. Numsrically, howaver, ths coumt was
about fifty-fifty; of the total 30 stories anthologised inm the two an-

susl collections, 16 were Atlantic "Firets,"” 14 were net.

Other Anthologies

Approxzimately 85 per cemt of the 162 stories im the Atlantie,
1947-1954, (yeares covered by Short Story ladex end Supplement) wete mot
indexed in anthologies; 13 per cent were indexed in one collection other
thea the two major eamual collections; 2.4 per cent were reprimted im
tvo other collectiocas; none wers mrﬁtd in more than two other col-
lections .’

Roughly figuring, spproximstely ome-half (47.7%) of the 129 short
stories which were published im this decsde of the Atlantic were writeen
by "“wmsetablished" short story writers, wvhose Rating Scale is "0".

Close to ome-fifth (21%) of the stories were written by well-established
writers. DBetween cne-fourth and one-third of the stories were writtem
by authore with at leest cne story anthologiszed, and who are relatively

unmknown short story writers.

NHatiomality of Author
Appronisately three-fourths (72.5%) of the 142 suthors of short

stories in the Atlentic im this period were Americans; one-seveath



(13.4%) were English; one in 20 (4.9%) ware Irish suthors and one in
20 were Cenadians. The othar nationality groups were minimal.

Busbar of Stories by Single Auther
Slightly more than three-fourths (75.4%) of tha 142 suihere con-

tributed only one short story during the 1l years. The steriss written
by this group of authors make up approximately one-half (49.3%) of the
total 219 stories.

Combining the othar groups, 35 (24.5%) of the 142 suthors, in a
range frem twe to 10 stories each, wrote 112 ghort stories im this
period, elightly more than one-half (30.7X) of the total 219 steries.

The 107 single-story group of authors is divided gpproximately
evenly between Atlgantic "Firste” snd not Atlantic "Firets,"” 50 and 57.
0f the group of 35 authors who rmbuoh«l more then one story im this
periad, 15 publisked Atlantic "Firsts."”

Fifty of the totsl 65 Atlgntic "Pirets,” wre the suther's only
story published in the Atlantic in this period. Bight of the suthore
of the Atlsntic "Firete" published a second story in the magasine; three
suthors published three; ome guthor published four; two authors pub-
liebed four; two authors publighed five; oms author publighed six; and
one suther published 10.

Iop Eleven Authors
The top eleven producing authors in this peried wrote 57 (m)

of the 219 stories, or between m-!ourth end one-third of tha total.
Approximately one-half of the 11 authors (5) have Author Rating Scales
of "0", vhile one-third (4) have Rating Scales of "3", and ene~fifth
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(2) hawe Rating Scales of "1",

Ouly one of the 11 has am Atlantic "Fiszst" anthologized in one
of the two major anthologies, Whitehill's "Able Baker" im 0. Hemry
Prize Stories 1956.

Unly ona other of the 11 authors im the top group of writers has
stories anthologized in tha two mujor collactions. Martha Gallhorm won
Firet Prize Award in the O. Henry Prize Skories 1958; and two of her
stories from this period are im the Best Awmerican Short Storieg. HNoma
of her etorias was an Atlautie "Firet."

Pour of the top 11 authors have Atlamtic "Firsts" in the maga-
sime during this period; one of thz 1l published an Atlangic "FPiret"
befare 1947,

Beet Kpown Wrigers
The moat videly-recognised short story writers repressnted in the

Atlantic in the ll-yeser period 1947-1957 sre amvag the group of 57
writers, not Atglantic "Firsts," who published a single story: Hemingwvay,
Josephine W. Johnson, LaFarge, Saroyan, Waugh, Capote, Wolfe, SBteinbdbeck,
and Buzley. None of the stories by these authors in the Atlastie in
this period vas anthologiszsed, with the exceptiom of the 0. Henry Firet
Prise Award story by Capote.

In the group of 17 authors who published two stories in the Ag-
lantic in the 11 years of this period, and in the group of seven authors
who published three stories each in thié-period, are a numbar of wvidely-
known short story writers, American and foreign: BEdifora Welty, Auchin-

closs, Sansom, 0'Faolain, Frenk O'Connai,
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Uuly two of the authors, LaFarge and Capote, publishad stories
in the Atlantic in this period which ave indaxed in the two major ammue~
al ehort story callections.

A number of the writers in the best-known group are gs well, or
better known as novelists, like Camus, Hemingway, Steinbeck, Huxley,
Waugh, Capote, and Saroyan. And some of the best-known authors in the
group are foreign writers: Huxley, Waugh, Prank O'Connor, Dimesss,
Camus, and Lagerkvist. Their stories would not be included in the two
major armmusl American short story collections; bowever, their particular
stories in the Atlantic im this periocd were not indexed in ather cellec-
tione, either, while other of their short stories are widely indezed in

anthologies.
Conclusions

1. The Atlantic “Firets,” one-fourth of which are anthologised
in this pericd in the two major amnual short story collections, Begt
Americen Short Stories end Q. Henry Prisze Stories, rate better than the
entire group of stories, one-seventh of which are anthologised. The
Aglantic "Firets" also rate better than the group of stories not Atlan-
tiec "Firets,” of which one-sleventh are anthologized. This is imter-
preted s a measure of success of the Atlsatic msgasine’s program of
"discovery” of and incentive to new American writers.

The findings in this study, em-fuiu the Atlantic "Firsts,”
support this statement of the editor of thn Atlantic:

« « o ¥Wa have behind us a vecord of over 100 milliom words,

To anyone viewing this large body of writing, it will ba seen
that the Atlantic hse been a discoverer and a chaspion of pev
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authors; eince our res vere limited, we had to find eesv
people of promise. . .Ot.lzri '

2. The "pr ", however, cften appears to have beam nothing
more thas that, accordimg to the figures in this study. #ince 50
authors of the Atlaatic "Firsts" published only the oms story im the
Atlantic in 11 years, either these writers failed to go omn to become
sutcessful short story writers, or thay eold stories eleswbere.

Forty-nine of the 65 Aglantic "Firsts" in this period are not
indexed in either of the major annual collecticms, Begg Amurican Short
Stories and Q. Renry Prise fcories, and they are mot indexed by the
Short Story Index and Supplement. It would sppear from the figures inm
this study that whatever prestige, if say, the Atlantic might gain in
“discovering” this group of 49 authors may be simply in having publish-
ad them “"firet."”

3. Authors wiha have establishad reputations im fiction are most
often vepresented by a single, unacclaimed story im the Atlamgic in
thie period. It would appear, from the findings in this etudy, that
the magaszine, in these cases, may have published steries under namee
of well-known authore while tha particular story was mot uwp te that
author's usual standards.

The 1l asuthors who published the wmost stories each in the Atlan-
gie in this period are not well-known short story writers, and the
stories by tham in the Atlantic 1947-1957 have a poor listing in ths

67pgvard Wesks, "The Atlantic Meritage,” Atlamtic, wel. 200, 37,
Hoveaber 19357.



Short Story Index and Supplement. From the findings in this study it
vould appear, regerding the suthors who produced stories most often in
the Atlengic 1947-1957, that the magagine may not hgve relied on authors
of establishad reputation for ite fiction in this period.

The findings in this study, conceruing (1) the top 11 wricers
and (2) the best-known writers whoee fiction appeared in the Atlengic
1947-1957, raises & question of the accuracy of such statements es this
ons in Time magesine, November 4, 1957, p. 79: ". . . from Walt Whit-
man to Archibald Macleish, from Thoreau to Thoraton Wilder, (the Atlgn-
tic) has diligently cultivated the best U. 8. writers of every decade
since ite founding. . . ."

4. This study shows that more stories were published in this
period by Anerican writers than by foreign writers. Howaver, national-
ity seems not to have affected selection of stories from the 11 authors
who produced the most stories each and who are of four natiocoelities.
Nor does nationality seea to hava affected selsction of stories from
the group of 17 writers vho have established reputations in fiction and
who are of five nationalities.

Selection of fiction in the Atlantic in the period of this
study, regarding nationality of authors, appsars to be in keeping with
aims etated in the prospectus of the founders: “not to hesitate to
drav from foreign sources at their comsand, as occesion may require,
relying rather on the competency of an author to treat a particular

subject, than on any other claim vhatever ,"%8

68gqe Prospectus, page 4.
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CHAPTER V

CONTENT ANALYSIS BY SUBJECT MATTER OF ESSAYS
IN TRE ATLANTIC MAGAZINE 1947-19S7

Ob jective

The primary objective of this part of the study is to describe
the nen-fictiom content of the Atlantic, 1947-1957, by claseifying the
essays according to subject matter, style, axpertnsss of suthor in
subject area, and natiocnslity of author. The assumptiocn of thie study
is that such & descriptive asslysis may cutline a curreat pattera of
editertal selection vhich may de evaluated in terms of the magasine's
past performance.

Per the study, 1,235 essays in the 132 igsues of the Atlantic,
1947-1957, ware exanined. Information was recorded oa an INMM card for
each sssay.

Method

In the coutent snalysis by subject matter of ths 1,235 essays,
sulbjects are classified in 14 general categories: (1) education; (2)
language, arts, criticism; (3) profiles and personality sketches, bio-
graphy and sutobiography; (4) social patterns and problems; (35) travel,
reminiscence, exploration; (6) natural history end cemservation; (7)
technology and science; (8) freedam of ¢hovght and expresefiomn; (9)
religion, humanism, philosophy; (10) national goverumsat and politics;
(11) industry and aconomics; (12) histgwy and historical amalysie; (13)



international policics and oversesas reporting; sod (14) sperts.

When an asgay was concerned vith more tham one siubject, it wes
cleseified in the dmainant subjact category; each essay, thes, i»
claseified by subject in a eingle category.

Btyle of presentation is classified in four categories: (1)
informal etyle, personalized amd descriptive; (2) style eof persuasion
or expoeition of point of view, using {llustration, snecdote, and
relevant facts; (3) formal style, which sssumss a wide rengs of resder
knowledge; and (4) humorous style, primarily intended to amuse, but
wvhich may inform or persuade.

Expertness of the author on subject matter of each essay 1o
claseified fn two categories: (1) subject matter specislist aad (2)
noa-epecialist. For this study, a subject matter specialiet is defined
es an author writing about a subject area in vhich he is professionally
employed. A nam-specialist is an author writing about a subject area
in vhich hs 1s not profeseionally employed. A person well-kaowm as &
epecialist in one ares, if writing an essay in amether subject ares,
would be cleseified as ''mon-specialiet.”

Nationality of suthor, for this etudy, is defined as the nation
under the scvereigmty of which the imdividual has teksa citiseaship.
Thie defimition of naticaslity was chosen becsuse many of the essay
writers, especially in literature sud seience, in moving abouc the
globa, bave bdecoms naturalised citizems of nstions other than that of
birth, somstimes when young, scmstimes ;!ur becoming femous. It was
felt that the idaas of thes authors im the essays im the Aglangic im the
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pericd 1947-1957 were best represented by present citisemship.

Nationality wes recorded in 21 categories: (1) Asericam, (2)
Cenadisn, (3) British, (4) Irish, (5) Ecoteman, (6) Australiam, (7)
Danish, (8) Fremch, (9) Swedish, (10) Italianm, (11) Russien, (12) Ger-
man, (13) Turkish, (14) Jewish, (13) FPimaieh, (16) South Afrigam, (17)
Spenieh, (18) Indiem, (19) Pilipino, (20) Swiss, and (21) Polish.

The last item of imformstion recorded about each esssy s vhsther
the article is staff or non-staff written. Becsuse the Atlgmtic is
partially defimed as a contributor-written magasine, this classification
is wade mainly to collect objective data relevant to the editorial
selection of essays.

Several of the essays were written encayacusly. 1n every case,
of course, classifications of subject Hitter and of style of presenta-
tion were assigmadle; anongmity did mot affect the tabulations im these
categories. The classifications of subject matter specialist or nomn-
specialist, staff or non-staff, and nationality usually vere sseignabdle,
because the naticmality or profeseion of en ancuymous suther usually
vould be revealed in the introductiom to the cesay, or iam the eseay
1tself. Im these cases, the information was tabulated in the proper
eategory. Where mo classification could be made, the essay is listed

a8 anonymous .
FPindings and Evaluations

Frequency by subject matter claseification of the 1,235 essays
in the Atlantic, 1947-1937, Le: firet, language, arts, criticiss, 230
essays; second, profiles and mmll’-t'; skatches, biography end suto-



biography, 165 essays; third, social patterns and problems, 163 eseays;
fourth, travel, reminiscence, exploration, 131 essays; fifth, inter-
nationel politics end oversess repotting, 100 eseays; oixth, iadusetry
and economice, 68 essays; seventh, religion and philesephy, 2 essays;
eighth, matiomal goverumsnt and politics, 60 essays; mninth, histery and
historical anslysis, 53 essays; tenth, education, 49 esesys; eleventh,
natural history amd counservation, 46 essays; twelfth, sciemce, 39
essays; thirteenth, sports, 35 essays; and fourteenth, freedam of
thought and expression, 32 eseays.

Of the 1,235 essays, 406 are presented in a personalised, des~
criptive style; 726 vere pressnted in a style of persuasion-exposition;
84 are presented in a formal style that sssumsd a vide range of resder
knowledge; 19 are presented in a umoridus style.

Of the 1,235 essayn, 829 are written by sudject matter special-
iste, according to the definition of specialist for this study; 403
are written by non-specialists; three asamymous eseays e¢ould mot be
sssigned in either epecialist or noa-specialist categories.

In the ll-year pericd, 19 of the essays are writtea by eteff
nasbers; 1,221 of the essays are written by non-staff mmbers; end 1
is asocmymous (staff or non-staff status could not be deterwmined).

The essays are writtem by suthore of thess nationalities: 985
eseays by Amsrican writers; 139 essays by English writere; 20 essays
by Irish writers; 14 essays dy Clnutq writers; 13 essays by Fresch
writers; 9 essays by Russian writers; 8 essays by Italisn writers; 4

essays by Indian writers; 3 essays by German writers; 3 essays by Swiss



writers; and 1 essay each by a Polish writer, a Finnish writer, am
Israall writer, a Filipino writer, a South African writer. For eight

anonymous essays, mationality could not be determined.

Languags, Arts, Criticism

The 230 assays classified by subject matter in language, arts
and criticism category, first in frequamey, are presented in all fowr
categories of etyle: 63 are vrittem in a perecualised dsscriptive style;
121 are written in a persuasimm-point of view style; 42 are written in
s formal etyle; and 2 ave written in a lumorous style. Most af the
essays are vwritten by subject matter specialists in some area of srt or
literature; 196 are written by specialists and 34 are writtem by moca-
specislists. Twelve essays are writtem by staff members; 218 essays in
this category sre written by nen-staff msmbers. Distribution of essays
according to natiocoality of autbor is: Americam, 167; Cenadism, 2;
British, #4; Irish, 9; French, 1; Polish, 1.

Included in this category are criticsl essays, ssesy® ou trends
in literature, essays dealing with a variety of art forms, dasce, opera,
painting, drems, campoeing, divecting, photography, motion pictures,
creative writing, postry.

Several essays in this category deal with curreat topics in the
arts, and imject a note of timeliness in the magasine's presentstion in
1iterature and arte. For exmmple: “Movies in America After Pifty Years"
by Budd Schulberg, November 1947; "The Rawieving of Books™ by Hemry
Seidel Canby, August 1947; "Symphony: Mumical or Classical" by Leomard
Bernstein, November 1954; "The Fulitser -Prizes,” a criticism, by Arthur



Misemer, July 1957; “Art Must ba Modarn" by Waltar Pach, Hay 1950; "“New
Voices in Poatry” by Lean Bodine Drake, Juna 1957; and "The Puture of
American Opara” by Lincola Kirstain, March 1957,

The eritical essays in this eatagory are written, in gemeral, by
a distinguished growp of authors and artists. For example: the series of
eritical essays beginning in 1947 by W. Somerset Maughsm adbeut novels by
novelists iscluding Dicksas, Fielding, Flsubert, Steadshl, Jane Austen,
Melville, Dostotveki. The essays were published in dook form, Ten Rest
Hovels, Johm C. Winston Company, New York, 1948. Other examples are
"Art Workars and the State"” by G. B. fhaw, November 1947; "Reading and
"Writing of Short Btories’” by Budora Welty, Fedbruary 1948; "Writimg Ie
My Life" by Thamas Wolfe, July 1947; "The Three Voices of Poatry” by T.
B. Eliet, April 1954; 'Modern Art sud Muddled Thinking" by George Bid-
dle, Decamdar 1947; "Trying to Write" by Carl Sendburg, September 1950;
“Looking Back at Writing” by Sean 0'Faclain, Decasber 1956; '"Making end
Judging Poetry” by W. H, Auden, January 1957; "Cowposing” by Igor
Stravinsky, Juna 1957; “Interpreting Music" by Serge Koussevitsky,
August 1948; and "Ths Camedy of Charlie Chsaplin” by Al Capp, February
1950.

Of the 84 essays out of 1,235 written in formal style, one-half
octur in this category; 42 of tha essays im literature end arts are
vrittei in a style that sssumss wide resdsr kaovledge. Also, the greet-
est ummber of steff written essays (12 out of 19) eccurs {m this sud-

Jezt matter category.

The articles in this category, mainly, are writtem in a style
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that presents a particular point of view amd that is informitive; many
of the essays, howevar, are presented in an informsl, dsscriptive style.

Profiles, Biography snd Autebiography
Zesays (165) in the subject metter category of prafiles, bio-

grephy, snd autodbiogrephy are gecoud inm fregquency. Onn husdved twanty-
four essgye in this category are writtsa in s persenalised, descriptive
styls. Tweaty-six are written im a persuasion-point of viewv style; 12
sre writtem in formsl style; and 2 are written in a hmorcus etyle.
While amy of the essays in this category are writtea by gubject matter
specialists, more ars written by non-speciglists; the figures gre 75
epecialists, 90 non-specialists. Ons esssy 18 writtem by a steff mm-
ber; 164 essays arve writtam by mmm-staff smmbere. Distridbutiom of
essaye sceording to nstiomality of ntho;o is: Amsrican, 112; Englieh,
32; Irish, 4} Fremch, 7; Italiams, 4; Ruasiam, 4; German, 2.

Many of the portraits inm this category are about well-kmewn
people in arks or politics. Por exmmple: “Chekov'' by Ivan Buminm, July
1951; "Sherwood Andsteon” by Williem Paulkmer, Jume 1953; '"Raily
Dickiassna™ by Thorutom Wilder, November 1952; “F. D. R.t A Pelitiecal
Portrait” by Gerald W. Johnsen, Mareh 1957; "Epicaph for a Tough Ouy”
(abeut Busphrey Bagart) by Aliscair Coocke, May 1937; ‘Martha Grehan”
by Agnas Deltille, November 1950; and "My Pather: Leslie Stephsns” by
Virginia Woslf, March 1950.

There {8 a note of interest im the editorisl selection of two
essays in this group, letters of famous mem: "Mark Twain's Leve lLetters,"
Februsry 1947 end Jamusary 1948, reminiscant of Tvain's ecomtributions to
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the Atlantic dwring Howslls' editership; and "My Ouly and Last love,"
Lerd Byron's love latters to Comtess Teresa Guicsioli, in four essays,
Merch-June, 1949. Lord Byrem's letters, edited by Iris Orige, hed not
bean released sarlier by the heirs of the Countess becsuse of their
ssusueus quality, the introductiom to the etsays stated. The love let-
ters of Byreom, published 1949, did not draw o u»‘e-,! in the
Repartas section of the magasing, quits ualike ths reader respamse to
the articls oa Byrom by Mrs. Btows, published in 1869 in ea ARlsmtic
1ssue, and which initiated the drestic drop ia the magssine's eirvewla-
tion.

A pattesu in editorial plansisg end selection may be detected in
several essaye in this category which seam to try to identify the turn-
ing point in the lives of perecas vho mede history. For emample:
“Young John Adams" by Catharins Bowsa, Jamusry 1930; “Gladstome and
lLenin” by Dertrand Russell, February 1951; "Jim Perrestal," Rowember
1951, end "The Integrity of Justice Reolmes,” April 1952, both by Hee-
bert Bllistoa; end '"Mahatma Candhi" by Bergrand Russell, Decesber 1952.

The ezamplee of the esseys given here are from the growp of
essays in this categsty which are presented from a psrtisular peiat of
view, ead vhich oftem are written by prolessional diographere. NMest of
the essays in this category, Rowsver, are writtea by non-specialiste,
and in a parsomalised deecriptive style.

Social Fattarns and Prodlewe
Subject cetagory of secisl patterns and prodblems is third in

frequasey, vith 163 eseays. All but 29 esssys in this growp are written
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in a persuasion-point of view stylas (154 sssays); 17 ars writtem in e
personal deseriptive geyle; 1, im 2 formal style; end 11, im & humoreus
style. One hunired two are writteam by subject matter spacisliste; 61
are writtem by non-specislists., All of the esssys in this catesory ave
wriEtin by unon-staff writers. Distribution of essays scceoriiag to
nationalicy of suthor {e: Asmrtiesn, 142; Britieh, 10; Freméh, 2; end
Indian, 1.

Tha ecopa of essays in this catagory is mainly natiomal; emy
subject that touches the lives of people in America is dealt with.
Essays are pudblished cm subjects such 29: vetsrens' read justmsat, wi-
nority groups, crime end juvenile delioguency; family relatioms; marviage
and divorce; status of vomen; developmmt of citise; heglth and welfare.

The essays in this category are characterized by strong expres-
sioos of specific view points, and by expressions of divergemt views oa
particular points. Essays in this category also evoke stromg resder
ccmment in the Repartes sectiom af the magssine. PFer exmyple: "Wy
Mothers Fail" by Mrs. Della D. Cyrus, March 1947, brought 400 letters
from furicus readers, many printed im the Repartes colems| four of
the replies ave drawvn into & Sywposium in the June 1947 isswe. ™y
I Resigoed from Annapolis,” October 1947, bLrought 98 letters, five ve-
priated in Bepartees. The sagrigation essays in 1936 bhroght 1lively
discusseion {n Esparess.

Problems of various mimority groupe are aired by essaye appear-
ing in this category. Fer example: “u;i"oouq the Indiens,"” March
195, and "The Cloud of Mistrust--Plight of the Americsa Indisa,” Feb-

Tusry 1957; "Segregation: the Swpreme Court,” July 1954;: "Tha Awngry
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South,” April 1956; "Negro Neighbore,” January 1956. Opposing points
of viev were presented by “Where Equality Leads" by Oscar Handlia and
“Mined Schools and Mixed Blood” by Herbert Sass, both published im the
Novemdor 1956 atlapgic. ''I Chenged My Name" (snomymous) discussed
Jevieh minority problems end wes followed by "1 Didn't Change My Name"
by David Cehn. “Aliens in a Free World" by Josenh Weschberg, Jamiary
1957, introduced ia the pages of the Atlantic the preblems of a uiaer-
ity group vhich is repidly ineveasing in mmbers, displaced perecns.

A oumber of esseys in this category deal with the hsalth and
welfare of the nation. Medicime and current practices of the medical
professien were discussed from varicus points of view im several eseays.
For exmmple: 'Govermmsat in Medicine," March 1933; "Eealth of the
Hation," Pebruary 1947; "Cold Cure Merry-Go-Rownd,” April 1957; “How
Good Is the Polio Vaccine?” February 1957; and “Overweight end Obesity,”
Aggust 1953. foapital metbods camse under fire in two encuymous esseys,
“Hospital Werd,"” Decenler 1957, and "Childres's Ward,” February 1953;
and the American Medical Association ves criticised for its loddy op-
posiag health legislation im an srticle by Dr. Howmrd Means, M.D., "The
Doater's Loddy,” October 19350, Such essays g9 "Momey Aftar 631" Augwst
1949, aad "Must 65 Be Fatal?" Decesber 1930, discussed the welfare of
the aged. Civil defeunse was discussed a8 a nsv aspect of the nation's
welfare in essays such as “After en A-Bemd Falls,” September 1951, ead
"What Atomic Radiation Cen Do,” Decamber 1948.

A number of the essays desal vith .tiu changing patterasd ia society
regarding status of vomsn and femily relations. “Status: Widew,"
October 1934; "What Hope for Wamem w.” April 1947; "The Age of
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Happy Problems," March 1957; "Divorce As a Moral Act," November 1957;
"Are Americans Polygamous?'" August 1947; and 'Dishonest Divorce,"
December 1947.

Crime and delinquency are presented in a variety of ways. For
example: ''Crime Does Pay,' February 1953; '"Schoolboy Racketeers,"
March 1954; and 'Teenage Criminals,” July 1955. In an essay in the
June 1948 issue, '"Capital Punishment,'” G. B. Shaw makes a case for
capital punishment of criminals. "Why Prisoners Riot," October 1955,
is written by an ex-convict, H. W. Hollister.

Growth of cities is discussed as national problems in essays
such as: "Slum Clearing at a Profit," May 1949; ''Chicago Unfreezes Its
Building Code," August 1950; "New Cities for 01d," November 1951; and
"The Pitteburg Story,”" May 1951.

Veterans readjustment problems were discussed in essays such as
"Poppa Knows Best,'" an attack on the American Legion by Bill Mauldin,
April 1947, and the response, ''The GI and the Legion'" by Hanford Mc-
Nider, June 1947. Mauldin again was spokesman for the veteran in
"Amateur Citizen," November 1947; and Agnes Meyer, October 1949, criti-
cized the lack of adequate housing facilities for families of armed
forces personnel in camps in this country, '"Why Mistreat the Arwed
Forces?"

This subject category of social patterns and problems afforded
the strongest expression of rigid view points and conflicting ideas,
persuasively presented, of any of the su.b-ject matter categories. It

also afforded the greatest frequency of essays written primarily to
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emuse of any of the categories. Out of 1,235 essays, 19 are writtesm in
bumorous style, and 11 occur in this category. Por example: "Sciemce
is Spoiling My Supper,” April 1954, by Philip Wylie; end "The Cammos
Cold,"” Jamuary 1953, by Ralph Gordom.

Ixevel, Reminiscence, Exploration

The subject matter category of travel, reminiscsnce, emploration
ranks fourth ia frequuncy, vwith 131 essays. All but 4 of the 131 es-
saye are written im a personalized, dsecriptive style; 3 are writtem in
a persuasion-point of viev style; end 1 is writtem in a humorous styls.
While 23 essays are writtem by subject matter specialists, 106 essays
in ¢his categery are writtean by non-speecialists. Two are staff writtea
and 129 are mom-staff writtem. Distribution of essays according to
nationslity of author {s: American, ”;.Qudhn. 8; British, 18;
Irish, 2; French, 1; Italian, 1; Indism, 2.

The essays in this categery are mainly femiligr or personsl
esseye, not intended to persuade as much as to describe. The selections
of essays during the period of this study tend to sesk cut the umusual.
Essays may deal with an ummwusl subject; for ezample, 'Soggs of the
Jailbird” by John A. Lamax, February 1947; “How to Buy a Castle" by
Sir Osdert Sitwll, Decambar 1947; and "Death of a Pig"” by E. B, White,
Jamuary 1948, Or eseays may desl with umususl adventure; for emssple,
"Huating Undersess” by Otis Bartom, Jume 1948; Packhora Paraedise” by
Wallace Stegner, Septesber 1947; “Pecple:pf the Deer™ by Farley Mowett,
January 1932; end "lecpard Humt” by Momica Martin, November 1949. The
unusual is also noted in reminiscences;, for example, "Patriarchal Pic-



77

uic"” by Prancis Eliot, July 1953; and "August Bank Holiday" by Dylam
Thomas, August 19354,

Editorially, selections in this group of essays provide a change
of pace and tone in the pages of the magasins, in juxta-positiom with
the more serious preseatation of essays in other subjest mattsr cate-

gorias,

Internationnl Palitics and Oversess Reporting
Internationsal politics and overseas reporting reuks fifth im

oub jact matter freqummcy. Nimsty-oma of the 100 essays in this cate-
8Oory are writtem in a persuasion-poimt of view style; 3 are written

in & formal etyle. Seventy-aias sre written by subject matter special-
ists; 194 are writtem by non-specialists; 2 are snonymous, i{.e., spe-
aialist or nom-apecialist could sot be datermined. Two esssys in this
category ere ataff written; 97 are non-staff written; 1, ananymrne,
could not be clessified as steff or non-staff. Distridbution of essaye
according to mationality of author is: American, 73§ Camediam, 1;
British, 16; French, 1; Italisn, 2; Isreali, 1; Filipino, 1; Indien, 1;
Swise, 2.

Ia the 1ll-yuar pericd of this study the events {a {nteraatiocmsl
affaire have been far-resaching in effect. The events involve problems
vhich are of tentamount importance to most nations. The major pro-
bless heve been economic rvecamstruction of councries after the war,
spresd of communiem in the verld, growth:asf young naticmalise in emerg-
ing natiocns, and the relsase of atomic emswygy.

Events that accent these problemp-have been top intermatiomal
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oeve stories. The Atlantic essays, howvever, do not report nmewe events.
The closest such an essay cams to spot Dews reporting in the period
1947-1957 was en article by RBdvin Crsakshaw, "Bye Witness in Varsaw,"
which wvas rushed from Poland as that country vas over-run by Communist
Russie late in 1956, and which was the last article put on the press
for the January 1957 i{esue. Rather than the timeliness of report, the
Atlantic essays bdear a timeliness of analysis of issues in a coaflict.
Written mainly by subject matter specialiste, the essays usually ex-
press a definite point of view, which in this period im the Aglantic
seems to be liberal in intermationsl orientation and comstructive in
approaches to international problems.

The Atlentic essays in international politice end overseas re-
porting reflect the following major Dews-events from the period 1947-
1957: the Schuman Plan for economic cooperation in Burope, 1950; the
“cold war"” hetween Russia and the United States; Korean War, 1949-1931;
Ruseis's having the A-bomd, mid-summer 1949; organiszation of North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation;, early in 1950; Cosmunist Revolt ia Chinas;
the rise of nationalisa in Arad states, in Indonseia, in South Africas,
in Algeria, in Greece, in Indis; snd Communist aggression against
Ruropean satellites.

The strongest elemsnt in essays im this sudbject category during
the firet half of the period from 1947-1957 is the conflict between the
United States and Ruseia, or Democracy and Ccmmuniem. The “cold wer"
evoked essays calling for averwmess of th- problems involved, essays
dealing vwith idees and suggestions of direction the United States should

teks in world affairs, and essays demanding statemsnts of policy. The
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asdigorial seliction of essays defines the Atlantic’s libaral stamd for
action to meet pev demnds in internmational relatioms. Vir ezample:
three essays by Walter Lippmann, the most outstanding of the political
theorists whose essays were published in the Atlsntic im this period,
"The Russian American War,” July 1949; "The Breakup of the Two-Power
World," April 1950; and "Lessoms for Survival," Pebruary 1951,
Mrs. Bmily Plint, menaging editor of the Atlantic, said of
Lippmann's article in the April 1950 isewm:
Whan Russias got the bomb we published an article by Walter
Lippmasn called "Breakup of the Two-Power VWorld," in vhich he
Propesed vhat later becams HATO. It is my belief that the
vas the first among general periocdicale to recognise
the implications of the Two Power World the cold wer that
has existed in the ensuimg pertod. . . .9
A liberal, construective editorial spprosch is further illustrat-
ed by tha selection of essays dealing v:eh camplicatiens of inter-
astiocnal ecoaamics and politics. For example: "Sesrch for Atomic
Centrol,” April 1948; "Russila, U.8. and the Atom,” April 1948; "Stop
Russia'es Sudversive War,” May 1948; "‘Balance of Militery Powsr,” June
1951 (a sumary of the events which lead to the cold wer); "Ces Wa Aid
Burope?" Agust 1947; "Is Aid Encugh?” May 1948; end "Seviet Challenge
end Amsrican Poliecy,” April 1956.
The essays ia thie category are sot restricted to major areas of
conflict in the world. In the period of this study, 1947-1957, there
are eseays about practically every section of the globe. For ezample:

"‘Grase Roots Ravelution im Jspes,” Decmmber 1%49; “'Young China at the

6%uoted from business letter from Mrs. Emily Fliat, Mawch 18,
1989,



Crossroads,"” March 1950; "Palestine: Realities and Illusions," April
1947; "Can FPranca Come Back,” March 1949; “Straws in the German Wind,"
March 1953; “City Hall Politics im Italy,” Fedruary 1953; "The Russian
People,” May 1952; "Cen Iveland Unite®™ April 1954; and "The Way the
New Indian Thinks," December 1955,

Authors of essays which deal with reporete of comditions overeess
do not predict coming naws ewvents. Tha assays are deseriptive, scme-
timns personslizad accoumts of conditions in specifie parte of the
world. Oftem seztioms of tha world that have deen discussed ia Aglan-
Lic esnays later are iuvolwad in wmajor mews svents, asticipatad if ot
predicted by the authors of the essays. The oversass reports im the
Agtlantic sometimes amount to dackgrounding the newe beforsbsad, or
“foregrounding,” in & eense. For exsuple: 'New lLook at Formosa,"
March 1933; "Iaside Red Chins: Peking” end "Women in China," Septembder
and Octoder 1953; "Fremch im Neorth Africa,” July 1953, fellowed by "The
Crisie: Fresch Colonisliem,” May 1956.

Edwurd Veeks, editor of the Atlgntic,vrote two essays during the
period 1947-1937, both im this subject matter category. "Editor in
London,” Decamber 1948, and “What About the British?” July 1950, are
reporte of post-wsr prodlems faced by the English pecple. 1Ia these
instances, Weeks follows the editing practics started dy Ellery Sedg-
wick, vho bslieved that an editor should bs his own "leg-msn" at timss.
Sedgvick, writing from Spain and Portugal during the period of thie
otudy, contridbuted several essays to :ho-m chres im thie sud-
Ject category: "“Spaia ia Essy Lessoms,’” December 1932; "Parsdex of
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8pain,’” Eeptewber 1952, and "Eomething New in Dictators,” January 1954,

In gummary the essays in this subject matter catagory seem to be
lboral in point of view, searching and objective in contemt, construc-
tive amd vital in import. That this category ranks im frequancy above
the subject category of natiomal politics and government indicates the
magasinm's continuing movement toward presentimg msterial internatiomal
in scope to its American auwdience.

Two other sections of the magazine direetly support the inter-
national scope of the subject matter in the essays im this category:
(1) “Atlengic Reports om the World Today" and (2) “Country Perspectives
Supplemwmte .” Both sectioms are described in Chapter III.

Induegry spd Egonomics
The subject matter category which ranks sixth in frequency ie

industry and economics, with 68 essays. 8ixty-four of the 68 are pre-
sented in a style of persuasiom-point of view; 2 essays are writtem in
pereomnaliged-degcriptive style; and 2 essays are written in a formsl
ostyle. Sixty-three of the 68 are written by subject matter specialiste;
5 are written by non-specialiste. lone ave staff written. Distribution
of the essaye according to natiomality of author (s: Americen, 65;
British, 3.

The essays in this category discuss idaas, problems, and trends
in thres major divisioms: (1) specific industries, (2) ecomomic
thegries, and (3) labor and mansgesmunt. Por ezample: (1) "Our Rail-
rosds--A Balance Sheet,” March 1947; ''The Crieis im Beck Publishing,"
October 1947; “TV Gold Rush,” HMay 1952. (3) '"Toreign Trade Is A Two-
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Way Strsat,” August 1957; "A Free Trader Speaks," Juns 1955; "Natiomal~
ism and Raw Material,"” March 1953; "More imports Reeded,” Jamuary 1953;
"The Passing of Keynesian Eccaisics,” Novemder 1957. (3) "Haory Pord
Speaks Out,” December 1947; "Can We Afford a Guarantead Wage?" March
1955,

Two easays, "The Gap Between Pricas and Wagea™ by Phililp Murray,
president of the C10 who organized the stesl werkere in 1936, and “Are
Profits Too High?" by Summer Schlicter, chairman of tha Research Advieo-
ry Board for the govermment committee on Ecanomic Development, were
published in the same issue, July 1948. Murray outlinad labor's posi-
tion, and Schlicter made the point thst the profits are not high enough
for the expanding industrial plant needed ia this country. Murray, in
the same issue followed with amother article, “Are Profits Too High?--
A Reply."

In business amd econmmice, the essays in this peried ancourage
discuseion of coufliczting views. The essays also suggest naw approaches
to solving economic problems amd they report current trenda in dusiness.
The essays deal meimly with subjects in busimsess and ecouncmice which
are matiocnal in scope, although some of tha essays in this period daal
with subjects which are internaticmal im scope. Gansrally, tha essaye
are written by subject matter specialists.

While the essays giva attentiem te labor movements amd to ecoaom-
ic unrest ia amy groups, the essays on busimness and economics reflect,
by and large, the opinion of coossrvative, :tmully securs groups.
This category of essays is supported in gemsral viewpoimt by the
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"advertorials” in the magasine, which allow industry an expressiom of

its aime, problems, and basic concepts in essay-advertisements.

1 . hil

Subjects on religion, humanion, and philosophy renk sevesth in
frequancy, with 62 essays. PForty-four are written in a style of per-
sussion-point of viev; 15 of the essays are written in a formal styls;
snd 3 are written in a perecnalised-descriptive style. Forty-two are
vritten by subject matter specialists; 19 are written dy non-special-
iets; 1, encaymous, could sot be classified in either of these categories.
Sixty are contributed by non-staff writers; 2 of the essays are steff-
written. Distribution of essays according to nationality of author is:
Americen, 49; Cansdisn, 1; British, 8; Ixieh, 2; Bwiss, 1; end 1,
anonymous .

Essays in this category deal with the search for individuslism
snd desire for self-improvement. For exmmple: '"The Ezceptiocnal Msen"
by Bertrand Russell, November 1949; "i and self-discovery,” e. e.
cummings, May 1933; and "Amsrican Lonsliness” by Thornton Wilder,
August 1952.

Othar esseys im this group deal with sincere religious question-
ings, often with a disregard for orthodoxy. For example: "Mortality and
leligion," George Eantayena, Movember 1950; "Spiritual Quality of
Justice,” Judge H. k. Medina, September 1953; 'Pains of Animals,” the
inquiry by C. E. M. Joad, and the reply by-C. 8. Lewvis, both in the
sams issus, August 1950, discuseions of suffering of dumd treatures in

s moral order; "The Nun end the Dramatist;! C. B. Shav's letters to tha
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Another group of essays im this category related religion and
philosophy directly to current questions. For example: "Sumday Schoole
Dem't Teech” by Hampton M. Jarrell, Decemder 1950; "Atomic War eor
Peace" by Albert Einstein, November 1947; "“What is Modern Man to Belisve?”
by Rufus Jonss, Novastier 1947; "Faith sad the Scientist" by George N.
Harrisaom, Decesber 1953; and tvo essays by Reinhold Niedubr, "lmpect of
Protestantiem Today,” Fedbruary 1948; and "Piety and Seculariem,' No-
vember 1957.

The essays in this category usually express & specific viewpoint
or philosophy. Eeligicus end philosophic opinions, however veried, are
firaly held by asutbors of the essays. The editorial defense is the
right to empress religiocus views, vhatever they may be; and in the mag-
asine the Catholic viewpoint is given expression, along with expressions
of Protestantism. Religiocus essays receive considerable comment in the
Repartes section of the Atlantic, as might be axpected.

The subject matter iteslf rarely involves nev religiocue ideas.
Ons eseay, 'Man Agaimst Darimass,” by W. T. Stace, September 1948, out-
lined the theory of relativity of morals, and suggested a seculsr, non-
religious foundatiocn for morals im society if man is to survive in a
vorld of reality. The eseay drev a great dsal of respemse from relig-
fous philosophers and from teeders; and a sympoeium, "Purpose im the
Universe,” followed in the November 1948 issue of the Atlaatic, refut-
ing Stace's position.

The essays in this category seem to comtinue the Atlamtic's
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tradition of non-sectarian, unorthodoxy in religious questions and of

humanitarianiem.

National Politice and Govermment

The subject matter category of national politics and govermmest
ranked eighth in frequency, with 60 essays. PFifty-eight essays are
presented in a persuasion-point of view style; 2 are presented in a
personalized-descriptive style. Fifty-five are written by subject mat-
ter specialists; 5 are written by non-specialists. All of the essays
in this category are comtributed by non-staff writers in the period of
this study. Distribution of essays according to nationslity of author
ie: American, 56; British, 4.

In essay selection on national politiés, a non-partisan pattern
concerning nationsl elections is obvious in the period 1947-1957. 1In
the several issues of the magazine bdefore a national election, each of
the ma jor parties is given space. For example: '"Henry Wallace: A
Divided Mind" by Gardner Jackson, August 1948, with a reply in the Re-
partee section of the same issue by Wallacc's campaign manager; ""The
Republican Revival" by Owen Root, Jr., September, 1948; and "The Demo-
crats Cam Win" by Ellis Arnall, October 1948.

Before the national elections in 1952, there are these examples:
"New Isolationism” by Arthur 8chlesinger Jr., May 1932, a discussion of
Senator Taft as an example of the new isolationist; "Why I Believe in
Eisenhower" by Henry Cabot Lodge Jr., June 1952; and "What It Coste to
Run" by Senator Paul Douglas, July 1952.

Before the national elections in 1956, the Atlantic's non-partisan



policy ves maintained with two grtizles, this time im the same issue,
Degobir 1956: "I Shall Vote For Efseuhowsr" by Robert Cutler, sad "Why
the Democrats Bhould Win" by Gerald Johmson.

The political essays do not report immediate politicel evests,
such a9 campaigns sod conventiocns; and after an slection there is no
account of results.

There is also an obvicus attempt to maintain a peliticsl nen-
partisanship in the eff-yeare of naticosl electiome. In the editorisl
introduction to a pelitical essay ia the Atlamtic, July 1933, this
statamsat appasrs: "It 1is in the Atleatic tradition to eacourage pro-
gressive leeders of both parties to epeak to the electorate in the
relative cala of en off-yesr. . . M0 por example: '"Cen the Liderals
Rally? by Mayor Joseph 8. Clark Jr. of Philidelphia, July 1953;
"Modernise the G. O. P.” by Baary Cabot Ledge Jr., March 1950; "Why
Have a Labor Party” by Herbert Ager, October 1950; end "VWented: Better
Politicians"” by Joseph 8. Clark Jr., August 1935,

But on tha brosder ifssues of politics sad govermsent, there 1is
po such obvicus pattern of non-pertisenship. The dosinsnt tome of the
essays in the Atlantic on politics and govermment im this period is of
1iberal reform end bdettermsnt in goverumsat practices. The esssys are
mainly coucermed with political subjects of metionsl scope. Discussions
usually cester on the {ssuss of current events, not the events themselves.

In this commection, it is imteresting to note that a calendar record of

7% ¢1gntic, vol. 192, 27, July 1953.
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oevents is virtually nom-existent in the Atlantic. Dates of news events
are seldom given wham issues of sm eveant ere being discussed two or
three months after the event. For example: "Dixon-Yates in Perspec~
tive" by Roscos Drummond, January 1955; and a letter from Presidsmt
Berry 5. Truman in tha Pebruary 1948 Aglantic, reproduced bdacsuse of
its historic importence, end in answer to the article in the Decembder
1946 Atlantic by Dr. Karl I. Compton, "If the Atomic Bomb Hsd Not Beea
Yoed."

The magasine serves as an open forum for stromg expression of
conflicting political vieve and for discussions of political philosophy.
For example: "losees end Machimms™ by Ed Flyan, May 1947; "Bosses Are
Bunlk,” a reply to Ed Flyan, by Fiorello H. LsGuardia, July 1947; "De-
cline of Western Democracy,” Pebruary 1955, “Adversaries of Liberal
Democracy," March 1935," and "Our Need for a Pudblic Philosopby,” April
1955, by Walter Lippmann, later publishad as part of his boock The

Ph .

Hiscory end Historical Analysig
History asd historical emalysis, with 535 essays, renked ninth

in subject matter frequamcy. Thirty-nine of the esssys im this cate-
gory are written in a persussion-point of visw style; 9 are writeten {n
a personalised-descriptive style; 7 ere writtem in forml styls. Forty-
six are writtam by subject matter specialists; 9 are writtem by mom-
specialists. All 55 of tha eesays are coatributed by non-staff writers.
Distribution of essays according to mationality of asuthors is: Ameri-

can, 47; British, 7; ¥Fimmish, 1.



In current history, svents that have takem place withim the last
quarter century, the Atlantic eseays deal with eubjects intermstiomal
in scope. For example: "Pearl Harbor in Retrospect” by Sherman Miles,
July 1948; "Our Worst Blunders im the War" by Hanson Baldwin, January
1950; "Roosavelt Through Eurcpean Eres" by Isaiah Berlim, July 1955;
"Hitler's Secret Records” edited by Felix Gilbert, November 1950; and
"Hitler's Gemdle" by H. R. Trevor Roper, September 1954.

Another group of essays im this category deal with American
history, and ere natiomsl in scope. For axample: "Washington's
Herdest Detision" by Douglas Freeman, Octobar 1952; "Why Less Attacked”
by Oscar Handlia, March 1955; and "Dred Scott a Cemtury Later™ by Fred
Rodall, October 1957.

Most of the seven esisays in this categéry which are written in
formal style deal with panoramic surveys of civilization. For example:
"The Meaning of Civilisation” by Sir Richard Livingetoms, Msrch 1953;
and “Civilization on Trial" dy Arnold Toynbee, June 1947.

Education
Forty-nine essays in the Atlantic in the period 1947-1937 com~

carn education, the subject category wvhich ranks tenth in frequsncy.
Forty-eix are written in a etyle of persuasion-point of viev; 3 are
written im personalismed-desscriptive style. Porty-three are writtem by
subject matter specialists; 6 are written by nom-specialiste. All 49
are writtem by nmon-staff writars. Distributiodi of essays according to
nationality of euthate ie: Americam, 45; British, 3; Fremeh, 1.

The sesays on education desl vwith subjséts that are mainly



national in scope: eecularism, curricula, testing, emcsptismal students,
teachers' salaries, teacher aad classroom shortages. For example:
"School, Church and State,” Juma 1948; "Do the Amarican Schools Educate?"
February 1949; "What Shall We Do With the Dullards,” May 1956; and "Giv-
ing the Bright Studant a Breek,” Juma 1956.

“Quachery im the Public Sthools,” an essay by Albert Lynd im the
March 1950 Atlentig, challengas the fumction of echools of education.
Responses from readers end educators were immsdiate, and a series of
essays vas startad on "The Schools 1 Want and Bow to Get Them."” The
series lasted for several momths.

Subject matarial of essays in education decame internmational ia
scope late im 1956 after the Russians revealed their progress in educe-
tion and techmology by leunching & satelliie aheed of the United States.
For example: "Crisis im Teaching,"” Septemder 1936; "What Russisn Stu-
dents Think,"” Fedruary 1957; and "Education in tha Westera World,"
Novesker 1957.

The essays im this category reflest the magasine's coucern with
Amarican education on all levels, elementary, eecomdary, undergraduate
and graduate schools.

Natural Hisgory, Cosssrvatien
Besays in the natural history, conservation categery renk elev-

sath im subject matter frequency, with 46 essays. Tweaty-two eseays
are writtsn in a persomalised-descriptive etyls; 24 essays are written
in a persuasism-point of view style. Thirty-two are writtem by sub-

ject matter specialists; 14 are written by mom-gpecialists. All af the



45 essays ere comtributed by non-stalf writers., MDistribution of essays
according to nationality of authors 13: Amaricam, 41; Canadian, 1;
British, 2; Italian, 1l; South Africam, 1.

Maarly ocne-half of tha essays im this category are informative
pleas for conservation of aatural resources; the other cne-half are
descriptiva informative assays about little known subjects im natuial
histery. For anneple: "™Vise Use of Natural Resources,” October 1957;
"Water: How FPest Can We Use It?" July 1957; "Turm Off That Paucet,”
Pebruary 1950; "The Kick of An Electric Eel," January 1947; "The Gient
Snatls,” August 1949; “The Emperor Penguins,” July 1952; and "Sassa-
fras and Vitch Hazel," November 1948,

This category 1s not vastricted to a mational scopa of eubject

matter .

Sclenge apd Technology
Science and Technology ranks twelfth in subject matter frequency,

with 39 esasys. Thirty-four essays are pressuted im persuasion-point

of viev stylei 4 are presented in personalised-descriptive style; 1

is preseuted in formal style. Thirty-five are written by subject mat-
ter spacialiste; & are writtes by mea-specialists. Noo-staff writers

contributed all 39 of the essays. Distribution of essays according to
nationslity of authoss is: American, 34; Cenadian, 1; British, 4.

The relsase of atomic emergy, vhich also influenced the sudbject
matter of esseys im religiom, in imternstional polictics, and in social
problems, daminated the essays ia “pure” science in the Atlamtic 1947-
1957. One of the msin characteristice of essiye in the years 1947-1955
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ie the concern of science vith freedam of knovledge. PFor ezample:
“Scientist Pights for Peacs" by Louis Ridenour, May 1947; "Freedom of
Sciance in America" by J. R. Nowmen and B. 5. Miller, Saptember 1947;
“"Science and National Security” by L. A. DuBridge, October 1949; and
“Por Man to Know" by Vannevar Bush, August 1935.

After 1955, essays on ataomic scisnce tock on a practical nots.

For eammple: "Control of Energy," September 1955; "Menace of Radiation,"
Octoder 1935; and "The Atom in Use," September 1937.

Essays in '‘practical” science, all during the period of this
study, descridbed nev discoveries. For ezample: "Strange Nev Uses of
Sound," September 1947; and "Chemicals for Cancer," March 1954. In 1954,
essays began to deal with space and time. ¥For exemple: 'Breaking the
Star Barrier,” August 1954; and "Bounds of Tims and Space,” December
193S.

Sports
Sports rasks thirtsenth in subject matter frequancy, with 335

egsays. HNineteen essays are written in a descriptive, personalised
styls; 13 are writtea in a persussion-point of view style; 1l is written
in a formal style; end 2 sre written in a style of humor. More of the
essays on sports are written by non-specialiste than by gpscialiste; 25
are writtem by non-specialists while 10 are Written by subject matter
specialists. The total 35 sports essays are contributed by non-staff
wvritcers. Distribution of essays according 'th nationslity of suthor is:
American, 26; British, 7; Irish, 2.

In this category, editorial selection of essays seems to favor
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the little ==cv= aport or the ummsual asspect of a canmon sport. The
individual sport is given more smphasis than the teem sport. Natiomsl
in scope, the esseys are particularly interested in the American as a
sportsman.

Charscteristic of the essays in this category are thess examples:
"Salmon Pishing in Low Water," June 1947; '"The Recovery of the Davis
Cup," August 1947; “The Bee Hunter,” July 1949; "Going Down Fast--The
Swiss Look at Americen Ekiers,"” February 1950; ‘‘What Night Doss to
Baseball,"” August 1950; "I'd Rather Catch,” September 1949; 'Managing
a Young Team," August 1953; '"Golf in a High Wind,"” October 1954; "En-
chantmant of Risk," auto racing, October 1957; and “Golfmanship: How
te Win Without Actuslly Cheating,” September 1948.

The essays in general are informative. Occasionally a critical
visw ie presented of sporte, as in "A Laugh for the Olympics,” Jume
1956.

Ireedom of Thought snd Expression
Fresdam of thought and expression rsaks fourteenth im sudject

matter frequemcy, with 32 essays. Twenty-niune ere writtea im & per-
suasion-point of view style; 3 are written in a perscnalised-descriptive
style. Twenty-six are writton by subject matter specialiste; 6 are writ-
ton by mon-specialists. The total 32 uoaio are contributed by non-
otaff writers. Distribution of essays acaprding to nationslity of
author is: Amerigam, 29; Sritish, 1; Irieh, I; 1, anonymous.

This group of essays, small in nupher, does not quite fit imto
any of the categories above; and in subject matter it is important



enough to be grouped in a separate category. The essays daal with civil
libertias, perticularly freedom of spmach. The selection of essays in
this category describes the Atlantic's firm stand against "MeCarghyism."
“MeCarthyism," according to the points of views im the essays in this
category, 1947-1957, might be defined as am attack om civil liderties,
sushrocaing from irresponsible wild dencuncement of cosmunist penstra-
tiom to attempted suppression of "umpopular' fdeas im every area of
communication.

Examples of essays in this category are: '“Secrecy and tha Re-
porter’ by James Reston, April 1950; "“Tha Moonopoly of News" by Gerald
Johnson, September 1950; "Suppression of Naws" by Jamss Paope, July
1951; "News and the Whole Truth" by Elmar Davis, August 1952; "How
Much Academic Preedom” by Howard Muaford Jonee, Juma 1953; ‘What ie
Academic Freedam?"' by Joseph Aleop, June 1953; and '"What Happened to
the Girl Scouts?!” by Ben H. Bagdikian, May 1955. Two essays were con-
tributed by Zacharish Chaffee Jr., "The Freedom to Think," January 1955,
and "The Encrsachments om Freedam," May 1936.

The character of the Aglantic as a naticnal magasime, the "ex-
ponent of what its comductors believe to be the Americen idea” as stated
in the prospectus, is prodadbly no more clegrly drawn then in the essays

in thie category.



CONCLUS10mMS

Through @ program of "discovery” end imcentive, the Atlgntic
continuss the treditiom, begum with its first issues, of champiouing
American writers. The findings in this study concernimg tha 219 short
staries im the Atlantjic im the period 1947-1957 gupport this point.

The major means of "discovery” duriag this period is the Atlamgic
“Firet" program, vhich was started in 1946. Ewven before 1946, the
Atlaatic vas the first general circulation magazine to publish several
authors who went om to establish reputations as ficticms writers: Ermest
Hemingway, Wilbur Daniel Steele, Jemes Norman Hall, Jessemyn Vest, and
Eudora Welty.”l After 1946, and in the peried of thie study, Louts
Avehinclone and R. V. Caseill are examples of nev writers Who are
eostablishing resputations after makinmg their firet mational magasine
appesranca iwm the Atlantie.

However, the findings im this eotuiy also showv that a group of 11
short stery writers who were published most oftem in the Atlantic in
this period (four stories or more) do not have well-established reputa-
tiome im fictiom. Purtherwore, & group of well-kmown short story writ-
ers, including Bemingway and Saroyen, publishiud s single, unacclaimed
story im the Atlantic in the period 1947-19.'._7#. stories which were mot

listed im the Short Sgoxy Index and which do mot appear to be up to the

Tlyeeks and Flint, editers, gp. eit., p. S10.
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usual standard of these authors. Thase findings draw attemtiom to
distortions in statements which are made becsuse of lack of objestive
information about the Atlantic. An example of such a statement is the
report mimtioned in Chapter IV which appeared in Time at the time of
the Atlagtic's 100th Amaiversary and which stated that the Atlantic has
cultivated the best authors of every decads.

In earlier decades of the magazine, virtually no foreign authors
published novels or short stories in the Atlantic. This traditiomal
preference for American authors in the past has stimulated in the magas-
sime a growth of a nmationsl literature with basiz qualities of realism
and local coler. The Atlsntie countinues the tradition of stimulating
national literature. However, the tladtng; in this etudy for the period
1947-1957 seem to indicate that tha author’'s nationality may mat be as
tmportent a factor in seliaction of short stories as tradition makes out.
Among the 11 authors vho vere published momt in thie period, and among
the group of established fiction writers, several naticealities erve
represented. British and Irish authere, especially, vere published
often in the Atlantic in the period of this study. In performance,
then, the Atlantic during this period seseme to be wmuch more internation-
al in fiction than historians have suggested it might be.

If the Atlsntic's traditioa for publishing the beet im fiction
is questioned by the findings inm thie otudj*!or the periad 1947-1957,
so do the findings question the claims of magasine and literary hieto-
rians who have projected past performance 1:5:0 present performancs. In

fiction, howvwver, the faults may be in the writing of the period. The



achievenment of the Atlantic im the shart story im this period canmot
be judged definitaly bacavse of the absence of similar studies of other
perisdicals.

The Atlentic's traditiom of presentimg a dalancs of belles-lettres
and articles of fact amd controversy is continued in the period 1947-
1957. The 1,235 essays examinad for this study support this poimt.
Essays from the subject matter categories of literaturs and eriticism,
profiles, biography and autobiography, and travel and reminiscence make
up the sectiom of belles-lettres, while fact and controvarsy essays are
found in tha eubject matter categories of imtermstiomal affaire, mation-
al politice, social pstterns and problems, education, econouics, rali-
gion, and sciencs.

Eesays in literature and criticism im the period 1947-1%57 often
are written by sams of tha world's bast known English and American
suthors: for exmmple, W. Somerset Maugham, William Feulkner, Thernton
Wildar end Virginia Woolf. During the period of this study, no fiction
wvas published by these particular suthors im the Atlantic, and {m general,
no fiction was published by s group of well-known authors who did con-
tribute essays to the Atlaauti: is the period 1947-1957. The magasine
appears nat to have published tha fiction of a group of the best known
suthors, but to have publisghed critical esedys and sisays on tangential
literery subjects by these authers. It may have besn that these authors
vere mot writimg short stories in thase years; however, their novels
vere mot eerialized during this peried, ottlrr

The essaye in literature aand art im Jﬂ'\u period of the Atlantic
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reflect a wide range of taste and perception in dealimg with all forms
of art. The msgesine showe & particular imterest im presenting Aseri-
can expressions on literaturs, painting, sculpture, architecturs, dance,
and metion piectures.

In religion, the essays im the Atlgatic in the period 1947-1957
seem to maintain the magesine's early reputation as & non-sectarisn
periodical with unorthodox religicus views. The essays in the period
of this etudy raise serious religiocus questiocns, with little ragard for
orthodoxy. Howsver, scme essays in this period express particular re-
liglous views; snd a variety of views, both Catholic and Protestant, ie
presented. Im essays on philosophy the wagaz ine reflacts a strong hu-
maniterisnism. The essays in the period ;! this study cantinue to
reflect the magasine's participation im such traditiomally Amaricen
endeavors as the search for individuslism and the desire for self-im-
provemeat. In this subject area, the Atlantic has baan, and s, a
strong national periodieal.

The Atlsatic, im its asarliest issues, veas draw imte "pure”
science discuseiocns imwalving Darvinism; the magazine publishad essaye
pro aud con. In the pericd of this etudy, also, tha science eseays
deal vith scientific theory and with freedom of scienmtific knowiedge.
In e decade of vest changes im science--the release of atomic energy
and sxpiczetion into outer space--the Atlantic's approach seems to be
one of imterpreting nev scientific theories for ite Awsrican audiescs.
At the sams time, essays in the magesine kasy pace with the fast develop-

ments ia practical science.



The Atlantic'e stand is firm and critical agasinst attacks om
civil liberties, especially freedom of thought, axpression and speech.
The character of the Atlantic as a national magazine, "the exponent of
what its conductors believe to be the American idea,” as stated in the
prespeitus im the firet issue, is probably no more clearly drawn than
in the essays im this category durimg the period 1947-1937.

In education, the essays in this perind substantiate the lively
concern of the Atlantic for American education on sll levels, elementary,
secoudary, undargraduate, and graduate. The magasine seems to favor
reform in education, and the esesays im this pariod are comprehwnsive
reviews of the condifions in the schools im this country.

In severel of the subject matter lt..“. specifically sporte,
travel, and reminiscence, the essays in the period 1947-1957 emphasize
the individual "voice'" of the writer, the expression of self, and seem
to indicate the magazine's stand against the trend to conformity, even
is arses of recreation snd travel. The articles play up eporte for inm-
dividusle, and often the non-spectatar sports.

Tha essays in the history category of tha Atlantic etimulate &
respect for American history, and for the individual men who made
history. Howaver, im historical enslysis, the essays in the peried of
this study tend to deal with contemporary history on an international
rathar than national basie. "

In business and industry, the essays in the magazine in the
peried 1947-1957 seem to reflect tha opinﬂ.fg of conservaetive, financial-

ly secure, groups. At the seme time, howsver, the essays give atteation



to labor movements and ecomomic umrest in any grouwpe. The Atlaatic hee
followed this watchful epproach im dbusiness end ecomomies through much
of its histery. In the period of this study, the magasine turns its
pages inte & forum for dedate of issues (n ecooamics without directly
expressing an editorial opinioa.

In sccial patterns and problems, the essays im the Aglantic re-
flect the rapid change in prodlems that affect all phases of life for
Amsricans. The eseays are edjective end campredsusive in dealing with
wainers and mores im America. As in its emtire histery, the Aglgmtic's
attituds is sympathetic couceraning Negro rights, and is sympathetic con-
cerning all sinority groupe durhg ths period of this study. The mage-
sine ‘s essays tend to be liberal, favorimg reform im secial predlems.

It i critiecal of veakmssses and practices im Americeam society that
night threaten the social welfare of the netiom.

The magasine engourages debate om social prodiems end 19 cssen-
tially a vigoreuws open forum for strong expression of spimiom. Thie
may be the magazine's chisf function im dealing with social change.

Ia politice, the Atlengtic at timss in ite pest openly favered
Republicaniom. The findings in this study, 1947-1957, indicate that
the magasine tends towsrd a liberal, monpartisan attitude in national
politiecs.

On the broader issues of politice -g government, the Atlantic
in this peried favore liberal politics and vreform in varieus departwentse
of govermment. The noupartisanship is ut!satud by not epenly support-
ing any camdidate for natiocmal office end by serving as sn open forwm

for the political expressiom of both parties.
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The findings im this study give objective meaning to Bditex
Veeks's statamsnt {m the iatrovduction to the 100th Ammiversary Iseue
of the Atlamile, Wovember 1957:

“In Polities,” eo rume our charter, "The Atlantic will be sbe
organ of mo party or clique, but will housetly endeavor to be
the ¢xponsnt of what its couductors believe to be the American
idea. . . . It vill mot rask itself with any sect of anties,
but vith that dbody of mea which is ia fevor of Freadam, Na-
ticesl Prograss, end Homer, vhether public or private.” To
the founders the Unien was cacred, and ever since the Recon-
strvetion wa have held to the pledge that the magasine weuld
be asapartissa. At the time of mational elections, as Campers
have risen, W have had to vesist the pressure of well-meaning
nuj who would have us became & Repudlicea er a Democratic
orgas.’?

Ia intarnatiomal pelitica, the Aglantic is indeed & far cry from
the magasing founded in the small cammmigzy of Bastom in 1857, and @
far ery from tha sagasine criticised in its first tve decsdes fuor ite
secticaalisu. It has been, for moet of ite life, a truly satiomal
magasine. But the moet significant trend in the essays in the Atlastic
ia the peried 1947-1937 1s the direction toward imterpretatiom of
internationa]l affaire for its Americea sudience. Among the subject
categeries which are cnmwreed chiefly with tepies of comtrowersy, in-
termational affairs in frequaney rasked secsad only to seoecial patterns
and problems.

Essays on istermaticaal affairs seem to be libaral ia epprosch,
searching and objective in comtent. The megasine's preseatatiom, on

nrol-r.Ft-ggnécnnfﬂpinn:lg-lﬁncnu

7284ward ssks, "The Atlantic Haritage,” Atlaptic, vol. 200, 37-
38, Novembar 1957.
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world community. The tome of the Atlantic essays in this period
smphasises the ispertance of intermaticunsl events to a natiom.

Two sections of the magasime in this period add emphasis to imter-
national reporting: "Atlameis Reports om the World Today," which odb-
jectively dackgreumnds the news, and “"Country Perspectives,” pudlished
in cooperation with Iatercultural Puklications, Inc. James Laughlin,
president of Imtercultural Publicatiomns, empleine why the Atlamtic wae
chosen for the series:

“The Atlentic Moothly” was chosen by Intercultural Publicatiens
for our “Ceuntry Perspectives ' program becsuse it seemsd to
offer ¢he {desl vehicls for what we wanted to sccomplish. Ve

wished to reach intellectusls, opinion mabers, students and
teachers, and this is emactly the avdience to which "The

-

Atlestic™ appeals. Its circulation, which runs close te
o RS R
The majar conclusion of this study is that, while the Aglanmtic
maintains & tradition as & truly nmaticnsl magasine which interprets and
otimuilates expression of American character, the magazine deserves
more recognitionm for the vital functiom it performs in interpreting and
otimuleting internstiocmslist expreseion. This is true especially im
ereas which im the past hawve deen eniirely national im scope in the
magazine, such as economics, education, and social patterns.
A second major conclusion of this study is that the literary
cliches which have been attached to the magazine by historiams and re-

reporters are not accurate sppraisels of the magasine’s performence in

"1ecter from Jamss Lewghlin, Intercuitural Publicatiom, Ine.,
New York, K.Y., April 28, 1959. See Appeudix.
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tha paricd of this study. Purther allusion to such litarary cliches
way develop a cloud of myth around the Atlantic which may blur its
superior performance in other subject areas. Tha achievemsnts of the
Atlantic in essays of fact and controversy camnot be judgnd definitely,
again, beceuse of lack of eimilar studies of other periodicals. The
findings of this etudy suggest the need for such snalyses of other
pariodicals.

The Atlantic's performance in short stories and essays in the
period 1947-1957 seem to outline a pattern of editorial plamning which
Bay be summaiized in these points:

1. The teadency of the Atlantic editors seems to be to publish
better fictien of less knowm suthors tham of well-kmowa authers, and ¢o
publish essays by the best kmown authors.

2. Resays are selected to maintain a nompartisanship im nation-
el peliciecs.

3. Essayes im general pressat tha wowsual er nonconfermist view
of any--even the wmest ordinary--sub ject.

4. Essays on international affairs present a liberal, interna-
tionalist point of view.

5. The main characteristic of the essays as a group is a dis-
parate poiut of view. "

6. The essays, often gracefully writtem, represent clear, zoo-
cise editorial jeurnalism. Approximately one-half are writtem im
persussive lauguags, oue-half ia persomalised, descriptive language .
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Weeks, Edward A., "Peripatetic Reviewer,” Atlantic, vol. 198, 94,
Novembar 1956.

"The Atlantic Heritage," ﬁm vol. 200, 37-38, November

1957,
m D g; Do __g_. pamphlet, Magazine Publishers Association,
,"h’ o'o. ,

and Flint, Emily P., editors, ..‘J.M.l!& Hundred Years of the
A_m:g_g, Little, Brown and Company: Bostom, 1957.
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Information from the following volumes has been referred to in
the manuscript, but mot cited in footnotes.

Atlantic, vols. 179-200, Jenuary 1947-December 1947.

%g_g 2 zi 8 » S8ries, Houghton, Mifflin Company,
47-1938 .

0. Henry Prize Stories, series, Doubleday: Graden City, N.Y.,
1947-1952, 1954-1958.

Shogt Story Ipdey, H. W. Wileon Campeny: New York, 1953.
8 Story 1 Suppl y H, W, Wilson Company: New York,

1956.
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TABDLX II1. THE 1,235 ESSAYS FROM THE ATLANTIC MAGARINE 1947-1937 CLAS-
SIVIED BY SUBJECT MATTER IN FOUR CATRGORIES OF STYLE PEESENIATION

Person-~ Persua-

Humber alised sion

of Descrip= Point of

Eseays tiem View Formal Humor
Language, srt 230 65 121 42 2
Profile, biog., 163 124 26 12 3
autobiography
Social patterss, 163 1?7 134 1 11
problems
Travel, temimiscence 131 127 3 0 1
Intersational 100 6 )| 3 (¢]
politiece :
ladustry end 68 2 64 2 0
acongmics
Religion, philosophy 62 3 bh 15 0
Mac'l. polities, 60 2 58 0 0
goveramantg
History, analysis 33 9 k| 7 0
Education 49 3 46 0 0
Natural history, &4 22 24 0 0
conservation
Science 39 4 34 1 0
Sports k) 19 13 1 2
Treedom of thought, 32 k| = 29 o 0
expression
Total Essays 1,238 &06 726 84 19
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TABLE IV, NUMBER AND PER CENT OF THE 1,235 ESSAYS FROM THE ATLANTIC
MAGAZINE 1947-1957 CLASSIFIED BY SUBJECT MATTER ACCORDING TO
AUTHOR AS SUBJECT MAITER SPECIALIST, NON-SPECIALIST,

AMD PER CENT BFECIALIST

- ——

Number Hon- Per cent

of Special- Gpecial-
Subject Category Bssays Specialist 1st ist
Languags, art 230 196 34 85.5
Profile, biocg., autod. 163 75 90 46.0
Social patterus, prod. 163 102 61 62.0
Travel, veminiscence 131 25 106 19.0
Internatiomal paliticete 100 79 19 79.0
Industry emd econemice 68 ~ 63 3 91.0
Religiom, philosophy* 62 42 19 68.0
Watiomal politice, gov't. 60 55 S 9.0
History, anslysis 535 &6 9 84.0
Edveation 4 43 6 87.6
Natural histery, comserv. 46 32 14 69.0
Seience 3 s 4 89.0
Sports 33 10 as 27.0
Freedon of thought, expres. n 26 6 81.0
Total essay® 1,238 829 403 67.0

P et e 2 T o e s s e ]
*42 anonymeus: specialist, nom-specialist dould not be cleseified.

*1 ancnymous: specialist, nca-specialist could not be classified.
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(Copy)

OrPICR OF TIR 8 ARLINDTGS STREET
MANAGING RDITOR BOSTON 10, MASS.
THE ATLANTIC MOWTHLY

March 10, 1959

Dear Mres . Harrisom:

Mr, Weeiid has referrsd to me your letters of FPebruary four-
teenth and Mareh sixth, amd slcthough I cannot give you a full reply
on all the quasticns that you raise, I shall do my best.

1. Tha Aglaatic Reports are written by mea and women in the field who
have the highest credeatiale. In mamy cases Mr. Veeks imows them
perecually, end inm scas ceses they have writtea for w for yuears.
We begen publishing them duriag tha war as s service to readers
vho vanted somsthing more than they could get from the daily mewe-
papers and in weekly saews magasines. They attewpt to give the
backgrousd vhich explaims current evemts. We do met sllow our re-
porters te pradict, but we do give tham complete freedom to rvepert
what chey see and give tha explamation of how it came to ba. We
mahs a comnciamtious effort to edit out slanted languige or eany
personal biss om tha part of the reporter.

2. The editorial staff consists of: Edward A. Veeks, Editor-
in-Chief; Charles V. Morton, Associate Editor; Louise Desaulniers,

Research Editor; Priscilla diGiovanni, Copy Editor; ome proof reader,

two readers of menuscripts, and myself. They all have the jobs and
do the work which you would expect from people who carry their ti-
tles. Phosbe Lou Adams, our chief manuscript reader for many years,
is also the poetry editor and substitutes for Charles Role, our
book reviewer, whenever he is abroad. Mr. Weeks, as Edigor-in-
Chief, buys his own material and is naturally responsible for
planning the issues. Editing and cutting on essays and articles
are done by the Research Editor and myself.

3. Wwhen Ruseia got the bomdb we published an article by Walter Lipp-
mann called “Breakup of the Two-Power World,” im which he proposed
what later became NATO. It is my beligf that the was the
first among gemeral periodicals to recognize the implications of
the Two Power World and the cold war that has existed im the en-

contimed ...
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¥rg . Harrison 2- March 18, 1959

suing peried. Haturally we rum mamy articles is this erves, but
the Atlantic is by no means limited in ite field of inserest.

5. The Atlastic does not have any art directer. The nsv formwat
vas designed by Cyorgy Kepes. Our layout artist is Russell
Csrpenter.

6. MNMr. Veesks bas not attended any school sints becoming the Aglsstic
Edicor. He has received twelve hamerary degrees. 1 am smulosing
a copy of s statement vhich was prepared by Mr. Weeks duriag the
Atlantig's centenmunial yesr. Perhajs theve will be scmething in
it wseful to yur pmn ht 1 also suggest that you get &
e”’ Of & = ‘ .. % 2 ) ‘ bR AE o m intro-
duction wvhich !4:'. Wuh wrote !or it and his resarks at tha be-
gimning of esch section give a camsiderable mumber of clues to
his thinking.

The Prospoctus of the Atlantic, pyblished with tha first issue,
describad the Agtlantic as "Devoted to Literature, Art, amd Politics,”
end tutlined three aims. I believe that the tomtentss of the past one
hundred years have demonstrated our firm allegiamce to the obdjectives
of the founders.

Yours sincerely,
(s) Emily P. Plint

Mres . Buily P. Plint
Mamaging Editar

Nre . Har jorie Barrison
Graduate Assistaat
Jeurnalism Department
Collaga Statiom
Broochings , Seuth Daketa

Enclosures: Perspectus, “The Atlaatic Heritage." /Prospectus/
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(Copy)

INTERCULTURAL PUBLICATIONS INC,
80 East 42nd Street
Haw York 17, K.Y,
Cables: Persults Newyork
April 28, 1959

Mrs . Mar jorie Harrison
Journalism Department
South Dakota State College
College Statiom
Brookings, South Dakota

Dear Mrs. Hamrisom:

Thank you fer your letter of April FIPT I em glad that the
information I seamt you was halpful.

"Tha Atlantic Momthly"' was choses by Intercultural Publications fer
our "Country Perspectives” program because it seemed t0 offer the
ideal vehicle for vhat ws wanted to ascomplish. VWe vishad ta vesch
intellectuale, epimiocn mekers, studonts and teachers, and this 1is
emsstly tha awdiiense to wvhich "The Atlantie” eppaale. 1Ita eir-
culation, which rune clese to 300,000 at certaim times of tha year,
is, I bdelieve, the largest of any magasine in ite quality field.

S8incerely yours,

(s) J. Laughlin

James Laughlin
JL:zr
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