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INTRODUCTION

There is currently much conjecture over the factors con-
cerned with selection of farming as a vocation. It is recognized with
validity that the central objective of agricultural educators should not
be one of attempting to keep all boys on the farm. Rather, it would
be more defensible to guide and instruct vouth is ordey that those for
whom {arming is best suited entor that vecation, Our shrinking farm
population represints oifsstive evidence that, with fewer and larger
farms the number of persons required in farming does not justify a
patiern of education charsctorised by retaining all youth possibie for
the farm. -

The foderal goverament, recognining the decreasing farm
numbers and increased technology in qmw. passed the Smith
Hughes Aet in 1917. This act provided federal aid for vocational edu-
cation in agriculture. Since that date vocational agriculture has been
operating under Smith Hughes and subsequent legislation.

Persons for whom vocational education in agriculture is offered
are divided into three major groups. The first is represented by
classes for the high school farmn youth-preparing to farm. These lndi-
viduals are earolled in the public ucogdu-y schools attending all day
classes. As an adjunct the students carry on supervised farming
programs under the supervision of the-teacher uulmouu



The goal of supervised farming is satisfactory establishment
in farming.l Somse agriculture instructors say that the bardest pazt
of their job is supervising the farming programs. Yet the writer
msintaing that this is the heart of the voeational agriculture program.
M the supezvised farming program is zccepted as the haart of vocational
agriculture a valid evaluation would include the number of boys who
become established {n farming, the quality of their accomplishment,
and length of time t;loywm remain on the farm. An integral part of
the curriculum for high school classes in vocational agriculture is tha
Future Farmers of America organisation. This organisation is an
intra -gurricular educational, nonopropt. non-political farm youth
organisation of voluntary micmbouu;. It is designed to develop agri-
cultural leadership, character, thrift, scholarship, cooperation,
citisenship and patriotiam of its members.

A second phase of vocational agriculture is the young farmer
program for out of school farm youth wha are becoming established in
farming. Generally these are young men engaged in farming, usually
on their home fazrms or else as farm workers looking forward to full

astablishment as independent farm operators.

l11oyd J. Phipps and Glen CHarles Cook, Public Law No. 347,
8ixty Fourth Congress, 5. 703, Section 10, A Handbook on Teac
Yocational Agriculture, p. 940, Interstate: Danville, Tilinols, 1956.
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The third and final phase is the adult farmer program. These
classes are for farmers who are fully established as farm operators,
either as owners or as tenants. In this program the vocational agri-
culture instructor is able to gain knowledge from men long established
in farming in the community. Also, the Instructor is akle to offer
learnings of some of the more recent deveiopments in agricuiture and
thelr application to the tommunity.

This study attempts to ascertain some of ihe factors which
are associated with establishment in farming. It concerns only boys
who graduated from South Dekota high schools in the year 1953, and
who had studied veeational agricultura while in high school. The year
1953 was selected primarily for its r;ocoacy and also for the provision
of a period of six years in which the respondents could become at least
pastially established in farming. It is the writer's belief that a tims
lapse of six years would cnable the persons involved to reach a deci -
slon concerning occupstions they would pursue. Likewise, militery
obligations and further education would be less disruptive for purposes
of this study.



PURPOSE

This thesls purposes to investigate the circumstances surround-
ing the occupational cholces of students in high school vocational agri~
culture who graduated in 1953 from South Dakota high schools. What
factors have caused those who entered farming to select that occupa~
ton? What have been the factors thit have caused classmates to choose
occupations outside of farming? What is the relative importance of
gross income ? What zelationghip, {f any, exists between mental age,
education, and a young man's proneness $0 enter farming or not to
entsr I8 ?

The foregolug questions promipted the writer to conduct a
survey study to ascertain such facts as they pertain to South Dakota.
The writer, having had experience in the vocational agriculture teac:-
ing fleld, belicves a study of this nature will be of value to instructors
in the field. It is intended that the information concerning young
farmers and adult farmer programs will also be of value to the voca~
tional agriculture instructor in his counseling and guidance work. The
experience and knowledge of these farmers and the methods they used
in becoming established in farming can be an asset to the instructor
in his guldance work. It would be of benefit to the writer in counseling
high school students to be able to identify the factors associated with
home and environment, vocational agriculture development of farming



programs and the establishmmernt of such students in farming.
It is the bellef of the writer that some boys arze enrolled in

vocational agriculture who never intend to farm, and who have no
possibilities of ever farming. Many students bave been coungeled
or guided into vocaticnal agriculture by individuals whe have had the
best intercsts of the students at heast, but yet have falled to fulflll
that responsibility properly because of the lack of knowledge of the
factors associated with establishment in farming. It is the intent of
this study to find methods of locating the students wbo show the greitest
indications of possibilities for farming. hformation of this nature
would enable the instructor to better plan his curriculum to fit the
needs of the students and would llao‘holp the instructor to do proper
counseling and guldance work in agriculture.



REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Agriculture education with which we are concarned shall be
designed to meet the needs of persons over 14 years of age who have
entered upon or who ars preparing to anter upon the work of the farm.2
The Handbocok For Veeational Agriculture Instructors’ points out that
the primary alm of vecasional agriculture is to train present and pro-
spective farmers for proficiency in farming. Many agriculiural
educators have written concerning vocational agriculture sad the var-
ious fields within it, but only a few have dealt with factors associated
with establishment {n farming.

A study® was made of junlozh and senlors In Minnesota high
schools who expressed desires to farm in an attempt to locate factors
associated with the level of desire to remain on the farm. It was

pointed out in this study that there was a relationship between the sise

21l0yd J. Phipps and Glen Charles Cook, Public Law No. 347,
Sixty Fourth Congress, 8. 703, Section 10, A Handbook On T%
Vocational Agriculture, p. 940, Interstate: ' s, .

3&. » P 230.
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of the farm upon which a student lived and his desire to remain on
the farm. It was also pointed out in the Minnesota study that there
was no relationship between measured mental ability, sociceconomic
level of farm family, sise of family, formal educational level attained
by parents, or farm ownership by the parents, and the son's desire

to remain on the farm.

The young man who is the only som of a farm owner, according
to Beard, ® has merely to wait until his father is ready to retire in
order to get established in farming. The son then takes over the farm
and eventuslly inherits it. The next easiest way to become a farmaz,
othar than being the only mél.'agx’pomz. according to Beard, ls
to marry the daughter of a farm owner who has no other children. In
marrying the only daughter one might find himself in the same poelition
as an oaly son.

A student cannot become established in farming by "projecting
around". The individual who hag not developed bis supervised farming
program is in excellont condition to leavs the farm and take a job
sleeowhare. He has nothing to tis him to the farm, to keep up bis
intarest in farming, or to give him a start in becoming established in
farming. A student who has “wokew:‘d around” lacks the essential

i

Sw. P. Beard, Starting to Farm, p. 42, Interstate: Daaville,
Wiinois, 1986.
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features of accumulating assets and developing increased efficiency
of production, both of which are highly essential to establishment in
farming. ®

In a study conducted at Ohio State University by Ritchie,”
vocational and non-vocational agriculture graduates were compared.
The results disclosed a highly significant difference in rate of estab-
lishment in farming in favor of vocational agriculture graduates.
During the 12 yeay period studied the incomes of the students who had
vocational training increased $532 per year, while non-vocational
students’ incomes increased at the rate of §357 per year, or an
annual difference of $175. ‘

In some voecational acrtcult;ro hmnu supervised
farming programs have coased to be effective. There are two basic
reasons for the lack of effective supervised farming programs,
sceording to Scarborough.® First, the teacher fails to get on the home

‘wummom ummmnummmm
wr-mm. : : -

' TAustin £. Ritchie, "Influence of High School Vocational
WQ&&.MNEMMJMuh!‘uﬂQ"
Agricultural Education Magasine, vol. 30, p. 83.

8c. ¢. scarborough, "On Fafm Instruction”, Agricultural
Ecussiion Magasine, wel. 30, p. 1




farm of the student; secondly, thare is little or no connection between
what takes place at school and what takes place at home. Sechaal,?
in a study of school board members and their knowledge of vocational
agricuiture, states that there is a positive correlation betwesn hame
visits and sise of farming programs.

A study of the bensfits gained by ¥'FA spoech contestants
was made by Kasten.10 Of the speech contestants ﬂu'vw he estab-
lished that those who were in the upper ons fourth of the high sehool
graduating class had the largest number attending college, and also
the largest - entering work outside agriculture. Leforsl! found
8 correlation exists between marks received by pupils and ths income

earned after leaving school. The h&'ome earned, nwmber of years of

’Gorm Sehaal, School Board Mmhn‘ Attitudes Toward

101 oren mun. : L‘vﬂm Of The nmuu Received F
The Participants In The South Dakot Speaking Contest And
*'m 500 ontomatl. Research Study, p. 12, Soutt
Dakota State College: Brookings.
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eollege and Future Farmer leadership scores tend to drop in the same
ratio as the school marks received go down. AlexanderiZ found a
definite relationship between grade score and employment status. On
the average, the students with the highest grades enrolled in college
and those with the lowest grades remained in farming.

A studv was made by Abalt and Murrayl® of young farmers
who have become established in fasrming in Maryland. The educational
level of the young farmers studied averaged 10.7 grades, with 86 per
cent graduating from high school. Livestock alone was the most pre~
dominant type of kome farming program. The next most impartant
was a combination of livestock and crops. The average snnual labor
Income for all types of programns was $445. It was disclosed in this
study that the two most frequent steps used in becoming established
in farming were the son at home without a definite wage and the sen
at home with a definite wage. Of the youns farmers studied, 73 per
cont had participsted, in thelr paths toward establishment, in a father
son working relationship, and 48 per cent started as a partnership,

135 pthur M. Ahalt and Ray A. Murray, How Y armers
Become Established, pp. 29-31, University of ,
Experiment Station: College Park, Matyland.
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The average age at which the young men made their initial decision
to faym was 17 years., They were sure they would farm at an average
age of 21 years and they became farm operators at an average age of
23 years. The major problems encountered by young farmers in
becoming established were indicated in order of their importance as:
finances, labor, and land. Over half the young farmers indicated the
local vocational agriculture departments gould help them further by
offering evening class instruction.

Steevesl? identified eleven factors which appear to be influ-
ential in predicting probable success ox fallure for beginning farmers.
They are:

2. Ambition and determination

3. Knowledge of agriculture

4. Farm experience

8. Organisation and decision making

6. Wife's cooperation

7. Yaxaily heaith and ability to work

8. Wise and full use of credit

10. Effective use of farm records
11. Mechanical ability

s

Gl lﬁmcﬁu Ot. M uhmm. 1985.

‘
el
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Sanders, % in a study of vocational agriculture in Virginia
between the years of 1918 to 1955, revealed that the percentage of
ex-gtudents engaged in farming is consistently declining. This may
indicate that it may be desirable to give more attention to placement
and follow-up of boys studying vocational agriculture. Sanders also
pointed out that ex-~students tend to farm in the communities in which
they are trained. Henege it would seem that the established practice
of training in terms of local situations and needs should be continued.
According to Sanders there seems to be a direct relationship between
the years a student is enrolled in agriculture and the chances of his
engaging in farming,

From the literature cited it f- apparent that there is no easy
solution to identifying the individuals most likely to succeed in farming.
Yeat, it {s the {ntant of the writer to continue this study in South Dakota
in an effort to add to the information already known toncerning the
factors associated with establishment in farming. Tha more th.at is
known in this regard the more skillful educators will be in guiding

students contemplating enrollment in vocational agriculture.

154, w. Sanders, A Follow-Up S of Students of Vocational
Agriculture In Virginia, 1978-1955, Vﬁ"a'n%‘ miﬁk Institute:

Blackburg, Virginia, January, 1959.
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PROCEDURE

The names of 398 former voeational agriculture students who
graduated in 1953 were obtained from the present agriculture instruc-
tors. A letter (Appendix A) was sent to the 81 vocational agriculture
departments in South Dakota Pequesting the names and present addresses
of such students. There was some difficulty in locating present ad-
dresses as in some cases the family was no longer in the community .

A second letter was sent to the instructors who did not reply. A total
of 71 replies were received, representing 87.6 per cent of the inquiries
mailed.

A survey questionnaire (AW: B) snd a personal letter
(Appendix C) werd sent to 200 of the former vocational agriculture
students whose names were provided by the vocational agriculture
instructors in the state, selected at random. Following two mallings,
130 questionnaires, or 65 per cent, were returned. Among the re-
sponses, in addition to the foregoing 65 per cent, were 12 letters
with incorrect addresses.

Also, a letter (Appendix D) was sent to the superintendents
of the 130 respondents requesting individual 1. Q. scores. A total of
102 scores, or 78.4 per cent, were regeived. Such I. Q. scores

were avallable for all except 21.6 per cent of the students studied in

-

this resecarch.

—
"ATE T I \
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Because of the diversity in occupations of the students the
questionnaire sent to them was divided into three categories: (I) to be
answered by all receiving it; (II) to be answered by those who are
farming or who have farmed; and (III) to be answered by those who
have not farmed since high school graduation. In other words, all
were requested to respond to the gquestions in Fart I. In addition,
those currently farming or who had farinad following graduation were
reque sted to complete Part II; and those who had not farmed since high
school graduation were requested to complete Part III.

The information thus secured was tabulated and analysed
to provide the data interpreted for purposes of this atudy. The indi-
viduals who are presently in military service were classified as
farmers if they indicated they had farmed prior to military service
and intended to return to the farm following military service. If they
did not fulfill the two foregoing requirements they were classified as
non-farmers. The interpretations as indicated in the results of this
study are based on the data collected by the questionnaire and on the
mental ability scores vot the respondents provided by the school ad-

ministrators.



15

FINDINGS

I. Efiects of Home and Environment

Establishment in farming is the goal of many farm youth.
Yat it is recognised that there are not enough farms for all farm
youth enrolled in vocational agriculture. Gome students have graater
managerial ability than others, some have more opportunity to gain
the necessary financial aid than others, while some are at the right
age to take over the farm when the parents are ready to retire. These
and other factors related to establishment in farming will be analyzed

in the following tables and interpretations.

‘-t

TABLE 1. THE PRESENT OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF SGUTH
DAKOTA VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE STUDENTS
GRADUATING FROM HIGH SCHOOL IN 1953

e e e T e e e P Y S

Oecupational status Number Per cent
Farmers 57 43.8
Non Farmers 73 56.2
Total 130 100.0

Returns received show that 43.8 per cent of the vocational

agriculture students graduating in 1953 are presently established in
farming, as indicated in Table 1. It Wil be noted from Table II that,
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TABLE II. FUTURE OCCUPATIONAL PLANS OF SOUTH DAKOTA
VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE STUDENTS GRADUATING FROM
HIGH SCHOOL IN 1953 WHO ARE PRESENTLY ENGAGED
IN OCCUPATIONS OTHER THAN FARMING

e —

Oecupational plans Number Par cont
Flan to return to farm 16 4.2
Do not plan to retura to farm 39 §9.1
Presently undecided i1 16.7
Total 66 100.0

—_—
———

of the 56.2 par cent not presently astabligshed in farming 24.2 per cant
at some future date plan to return to the farm, and 16.7 par cent
indicated that they are still undecided. The students planning to return
to the farm and those presently undecided could materially increase
the farmer group at a future time.

it is interesting to observe the number of siblings in a family
and their influcace on the respondents' egtablishment in farming. R
is generally assumed that children within the same family are born
with equal opportunities. If the foregoing assumption were true, the
sumber of siblings in the family should not affect the possibilities of

a student becoming established in fartning.



TABLE IlI, THE MEAN NUMBERS OF THE SIBLINGS OLDER OR
YOUNGER THAN THE RESPONDENTS, AND THEIR APPAR-
ENT INFLUENCE UPON OCCUPATIONAL STATUS

—
—

Siblings Mean

Older Brothers <96

Younger Brothers .96
Farmers

Older Sisters .63

Younger Sisters « 96

Total 3,51

Older Brothars 1.01

Non Younger Brothars o « 75
Farmers

Older Sisters .80

Youngsr Slstars 1.20

Total 3.7

The number of siblings in the family as revealed in Table Il
affects the students® establishment in farming. The boys in the farmer
group had fewer older brothers and also came from smaller families.
Even though the difference is not great it implies that individuals
fromn smaller families have grester epportunity to start farming. It

is apparent that the student with fewer older brothers has greater

g
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opportunity to start farming. With the trend toward larger and fewer
farms it is quite avidant that if the cldest son takes over the farm or
goes into partnership with his father there is very little opportunity
for other membars of the family to become established on the same
farm.

TABLE IV, THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF FORMAL EDUCATION

ATTAINED BY THE MOTHERS OF THE
STUDENTS STUDIED

e R ——— e e ——————————————————]

Level of NonFarmesrs Farmers
sducation Number Per cent Number Per cent
Less than eighth grade 6 8.2 2 3.6
Eighth grade graduate 33 | 45.2 2l 38.2
High school graduate 26 35.6 3 41.8
College graduate 8 1.0 9 l16.4
Work beyond collage ] 0.0 0 0.0
Total 73 100.0 55 ﬁo.o

e e e e e e e —

The education of the mother favorably affects the establishment
of the student on the farm as borne out in Table IV. In the farmer

group more than 58 per gcent of the mothars had a high schogl education

or more, while in the non-farmer group only 46 percent of the mothars

'J’_

had at least a high school education.
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TABLE V., THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF FORMAL EDUCATION
ATTAINED BY THE FATHERS OF THE
STUDENTS STUDIED

= e p——
Level of Non-Farmers Farmars
education Number Per cent Number Per cant
Less than asighth grade 14 19.2 b 10.7
Eighth grade graduate 46 63.0 39 69.6
High school graduate 13 17.8 11 19.7
Collage graduate 0 0.0 0 0.0
Total 73 100.0 56 100.0

The sducation of the fathers, as shown in Table V', also was
of a highar level in the farmer group than in the non-farmer group.
In the farmar group 19.7 per cent had a high school aducation or more
while in the non-farmer group only 17.8 per cent ha2 at least a high
school sducation. It may be assumed that the parents with a higher
level of education made farming a moras favorable way of lifc and at
the same time provided, in larger meagure, the cpportunities necessary
for their sons to become established in farming. Today the trend is
toward more years of academic training before entering an occupation.
Vocational agriculture in the classroom for the high school students
enabies the boy to gain experience and knowledge in the field of agricul~

ture while furthering the individual's' ¢ducation in other fields.



TABLE V1. THE HIGHEST LEVEL OF FORMAL EDUCATION
ATTAINED BY THE STUDENTS STUDIED

— e S m——— e —_——
= ——

Level of Non-Farmers Farmers
Education Number Per cent Number Par cent
High school graduate 32 44.4 44 7.2
Less than 4 yaars

of college 22 30.6 8 14.0
College graduate 13 18.1 5 8.8
Work beyond a 4 year

college degree 5 6.9 0 0.0

Total 72 100.0 57 100.0

|
i

A greater percentage of the young men in the non-farmer
group continued their education beyond high school than in the farmer
group, as is indicated in Table VI. In the non-farmer category, 55.6
per cent did work beyond high school, while in the farmer group only
22.8 per cent did so. The foregoing seems quite reasonable in this
age of sputniks and missiles when other fields are calling for special-
ists and scientifically trained minds. However, the need for scientif-
ically trained and skilled individuals on today's farms has not been

raduced. The farmer of todsy must constantly be on the alert for

*x

changes and innovations in agriculture. The efficient farmer must be

furthering his education daily by uul;gg. talking with neighbors and
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evaluating agricultural research. Vocational agriculture instructors
can be of great value in helping the farmers evaluate research and
improve their farming operations. The vocational agriculture instruc-
tor is in a position to carry out this service in his young farmer and
adult farmer programs.

TABLE VII. THE MEDIAN 1. Q.'s OF THE RESPONDENTS
AS INDICATED BY SCHOOL ADMINISTRATORS

Number of
Occupational statua Respondents Median I. Q.
MNon~farmers 57 105.6
Farmers - 45 101.5

— —

The median I. Q. of the non-farmer respondents is 105.6 while
the median 1. Q. of the farmer respondents is 101.5, as is indicated
in Table VII. It is logical to assume from the foregoing information
that many students with high I. Q.'s tend to leave the farm for other
occupations. The trend of thinking for many years has been that the
more mentally capable should go on to college and those with lower
1. O.'s should farm. It is the responsibility of the vocational agricul-
ture instructor to change the idea that the individuals with lower mental

ability are the only ones that should farm. The farms of Sauth Dakota



and the nation need young men who are capable of thinking through
operational problems and of making decisions for the benefit of agri-
culture. Farming today is a very technical and specialized occupation
and requires individuals who are capable of analyzing and coping with
present day problems.

TABLE VIII. THE HOME CONVENIENCES PROVIDED IN THE
FARMERS' AND NON-FARMERS' HOMES IN 1953

Number of Number of

Home conveniences Non-Farmers Farmers
Yes No Yes No
Mechanical refrigeration . bl 4 51 2
Electricity &4 2 55 0
Indoor bathroom facllitias 36 33 37 13

Data were gathered on only a few home conveniences, as
shown in Table VIII. Yet it is believed that these are indicative of the
general improvements and facilities in the homes. It is Interesting to
note that nearly all the respondents in both groups had electricity and
a very high percentage had mechanical refrigeration. On the other
hand, considering indoor bathroom u?mua. there is considerable
difference between the non-farmer group and the farmer group. In the

non-farmer group only 52.1 per cent had indoor bathroom facilities
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while in the farmer group 74.0 per cent had indoor bathrooms. The
relationship shown here indicates the importance of improvement
projects in vocational agriculture. Installing indoor bathroom facili-
tes, painting of farm buildings, building yard fences and providing
other improvement projects all add to the convenience of farm living
and make it more enjoyable. The contimual improvement of the farm
and its facilitics supports the portion of the FFA creed: "I balieve
that to live and work on a good farm is pleasant as well &s challeng-

ng. 16

TABLE IX. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE FAMILY
OWNERSHIP OF THE HOME FARM IN 1953 AND THE
PRESENT OCCUPATIONAL STATUS OF
THE RESPONDENTS

Ownarship Non-Farmers Farmers
of farm Number Per cent Number Per cent
Farm owned 40 61.5 50 87.7
Farm not owned 25 38.5 7 12.3%
Total 65 100.0 57 100.0

1oputure Farmers of America Creed, Official Manual,
Future Farmers of America, p. 11, Future Farmers Supply Service:
Alexandria, Virginia.



Farm ownership by parents reveals a realistic relationship
10 establishment in farming on the part of the respondents. It will be
noted from Table IX that 61.5 per cent of the non-farmer parents
owned their farms while 87.7 per cent of the parents lntke farmer
group did so. There are several factors which underly this relation-
ship. One is the pride of ownership and of working on a good farm.
Secondly, farm ownership by the parents provides a better opportunity
for the son to start farming with his father. It would seem likely
that if the father owned the farm he would be financially more capable
of helping the son start farming.

Annual gross incomes estimated by the respondents indicated
that the larger the gross income from the home farm the more likely
it is that the boy will go into farming. Of the farms of the farmer
group, 45.3 per cent had more than $10,000 annual gross income, as
revealed in Table X, while in the non-farmer group there were only
34.4 per gent whose incomes emceed this figure.

Many have analyzed size of farm in a number of different ways,
such as acreage, productive work units, net income, and gross income.
The writer chose gross income because of differences in types of agri-
culture in South Dakota: dairying, diversified farming, ranching and
irrigation. Gross income represents % very acceptable indication of
the productive ability of each farming unit under the management
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TABLE X. THE RESPONDENTS' ESTIMATIONS OF PARENTS'
ANNUAL GROSS INCOMES AND THE INFLUENCE OF
SUCH INCOMES ON ESTABLISHMENT IN FARMING

S —
Sm— ——

Non-Farmers Farmers
Grose income Number Per cent Number Per cent
$§ 500-$1,000 0 0.0 0 0.0
$ 1,000-§5,000 17 217.9 13 4.5
$ 5,000-$10,000 23 37.7 16 30.2
$10,000-§15, 000 9 14.8 11 20.8
$15,000-§20,000 6 9.8 8 15.1
$20, 000 - More 6 9.8 5 9.4
Total 61 ~100.0 53 100.0

IM
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provided, The writer did not feel it was necensary to delye into et
income in this study because it s not intended to determine what the
farm netted but rather the productive potential of the farm as estimated
by the respondents. It is apparent that the students from the farms with
the larger gross incomes felt the financial reward was satisfactory.
Also, the farms with the larger gross income s are generally in the

best financial position to preovide the assistance necessary for the sons

to become established ln farming. .
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II. Effects of Vocational Agriculture

The vocational agriculture program is recognised throughout
the nation for the benefit it provides present and prospective farmers
in becoming established in farming. It involves the cooperation of the
parent, student, and the vocational agriculture instructor in providing
the essential preparation toward establishment in farming. Supervised
farming is essentially the core of the classroom program. The effec~
tiveness of the instructional program rests upon the quality and scope
of supervised farming activities. Research in vocational agriculture
shows that in many cases parerts are not aware of what the instructor
expects of students, and cmeqmnﬂyidunﬂuhcﬁom and misunder~
standings are imminent in some cases. Howevar, it is true that most
dissatisfactions result from misunderstanding or lack of understanding
of the supervised farming program.

Mosat parents are satisfied with the supervised farming program
as it is conducted, according to the evidence appearing in Table XI.
However, it should be noted that 19.4 per cent of the parents of the non-
farmer group and 13.2 per cent of the parvents of the farmer group were
dissatisfied with the present supervised farming program. It is im-
possible to satisfy everyone, yet with the number of parents dissatisfied
with this program it is conceivable that such dissatisfaction could have

contributed to the recent attempts for hanges in allocations of financial
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TABLE XI. THE RESPONDENTS' APPRAISALS OF THE ATTITUDES
OF THEIR PARENTS TOWARD THE SUPERVISED
FARMING PROGRAM WHILE ENROLLED
IN VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE

Attitudas Non-Farmers Farmers
of parents Number Per cent Number Per cent

Satisfied with supervised

farming program 54 80.6 46 86.8
Dissatisfied with super-

vised farming program 13 19.4 7 13.2
Total 67 100.0 53 100.0

SE— ——
—_ —

assistance for vocational agriculture.

The use of an advisory counecil could relieve some of this
dissatisfaction. Parents would undoubtedly assume greater {reedom to
register their complaints with laymen than to complain to the instructor
or the administration. The advisory council members should also be
constantly inquiring into the attitudes of parents in order that the voca-
tional agriculture department can provide the type of educational pro-
gram best adapted to its respective community,

Most students were satisfied with their supervised farming
programs as is disclosed in Table XII, although it is readily recognized

3

that approximately one ~fourth of the students were dissatisfied. The

vocational agriculture instructars need to be alert to detect those per-



TABLE XII. THE SENTIMENTS OF THE RESPONDENTS TOWARD
THEIR SUPERVISED FARMING PROGRAMS

Non-Farmers Farmers
Sentiments Number Per cent Number Per cent
Satisfied with supervised 43 65.2 46 80.7
farming program
Dissatisfied with super- 23 34.8 11 19.3
vised farming program
Total 1] 100.0 57 100.0

sons who are dissatisfied with the program and attempt to determine
the cause of dissatisfaction. These causes of dissatisfaction should
be used as possible methods of improving the present vocational
agriculture curriculum,

A cooperative relationship between parentz, son and instructor
is very important to the suecessful operation of the supervised farming
program. An instructor should not rely solely on the students to relay
all the information to his parents. I this is done the parents may get
a false idea of the farming program.

Tours of supervised farming programs are very effective
methods for creating interest in Méﬁu‘ farming programs. These
meetings develop Mrotandh‘o. attitudes, ideas, and appreciations
favorable to supervised farming. In some cases students indicated
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they had no supervised farming program and had not lived on a farm.
In such cases the instructors could help such students develop programs
of placament for farm experience. It is the responsibility of the in-
structor to work with the student in an effort to find a farm where the
student is able to increase his knowledge and experiences in agricul-
ture.

If vocational instructors accept supervised farming as the heart
of vocational agriculture program, much moare must be done in order
to establish students in farming. In the non<farmer group, six per
cent reported they had had no home supervised farming visiis, as
shown in Table XIII, while more than nine per cent in the farmer
group had had no home supervised h;mhg visits. Furthermore, 25.4
per cent of the nom-farmer group and 25.4 per cent of the farmer group
reportedly averaged only one visit each per year. The obvious lack of
visits deprives some students of the benefits which are to be afforded
them in the form of home supervised farming instruction. However,
it is possible that some of these home supervised farming visits have
been forgotten by the respondents dus to thelr insignificance and, there-
fore, were not long remembared. The affective use of homg supervised
farming visits can be an asset to ehnﬁvm instruction by relating
elassroom teaching to actual oxpcrhn:é‘os. It is on the farms where the

instructor can actually bring to life that which can only be talked about

i, >
{.
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TABLE XIII, THE AVERAGE NUMBER OF REPORTED YEARLY
SUPERVISED FARMING VISITS MADE TO THE FARMS OF
THE RESPONDENTS BY THEIR VOCATIONAL

AGRICULTURE INSTRUCTORS

i

—t—

Il

Avearage number Non-Farmers Farmers
of visits Number FPer cant Number Per cent

0 4 6.0 5 9.1
1 17 25.4 14 25.4
2 16 23.8 17 30.9
3 17 25.4 10 16.2
4 9 13.4 & 10.9
5 3 4.5 0 0.0
b 1 1.5 3 5.5

Total 67 100.0 55 100.0

= —_—

in the classroom. It is here that the student should receive individual-

ized instruction, in order that he may grow in knowledge of agriculture

as raplidly as can be expected, and at the same time develop a well

rounded, effective supervised farming program.

The number of years of vocational agriculture in which the

student is enrolled beyond the flrst year has some effect on his prob-

ability of establishment in farming, although the difference is slight.

It will be noted from Table XIV that 71.2 per cent of the non-farmers
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TABLE XIV. THE NUMBER OF YEARS OF VOCATIONAL
AGRICULTURE COMPLETED BY THE RESPON-
DENTS AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO
ESTABLISHMENT IN FARMING

——— — -
_—— — —=

Years of Non-Farmers Farmers
Instruction Number Per cent Number Per cent
One 7 9.7 i 4 3.6
Two 5 6.8 5 8.9
Three 9 12.3 7 12.5
Four 52 71.2 42 75.0
Total 73 100.0 56 100.0

complsted four years of vocational agriculture, while 75 per cent of
the farmers did so. Despits the slight difference indicated, those with
four years of vocational agriculture have greater possibilities of be -
coming established in farming. The large proportion of students taking
four years of vocational agriculture indicates the emphasis the studsnts
placed upon agriculture. The experience and knowledge gained in
vocational agriculture are of continuous value to both the farmeres and
non-farmers.

The number of years of !‘:I'A‘ memberahip during high school
enrollment has no sffect on -ltlhlll.h:l:tlt in farming, as can be noted

in Table XV. Iathe non-farmer groyp, 65.8 per cent held FFA
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Years of Non-Farmers Farmers
membership Number Per cent Number Per cent
Ome 7 9.6 3 5.2
Two 8 10.9 5 8.8
Three 7 9.6 9 15.8
Four 48 65.8 35 61.5
Five 1 1.4 2 3.5
Sk 2 .7 3 5.2
Total 73 100.0 57 100.0

membership for four years, while in the farmer group 61.5 per cent
did so. However, the number of years of FFA following high school
did affect sstablishment in farming. I will also be noted from Table
XV that filve and two tenths per cent of the farmers held FFA member-
ship through the sixth year, while anly two and seven tenths per cent

of the non-farmers held FFA membership for a like period. Vocational
agriculture students are permitted to hold active membership in FFA
until the age of twenty ane or three yedrs following graduation from

high school.
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TABLE XVI. A COMPARISON OF THE NUMBER AND LEVEL
OF FFA OFFICES HELD BY STUDENTS OF THE
FARMER AND NON-FARMER GROUPS

———mm—
. ——
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Non-Farmers Farmers
Level of Office Number Per cent Number Per gant
Local 35 52.2 27 79.4
District 1 2.8 3 8.8
State 0 0.0 3 8.8
National 0 0.0 1 3.0
Total 36 100.0 34 100.0

More offices were held by those in the non-farmer group than
by those in the farmer group. It is also noteworthy that in the non-
farmer group were 17 FFA presidents representing 64.7 per cent of the
members of the group. The foregoing information indicates that indi-
viduals with the largest amount of experience and training in leadership
are leaving the farms and are engaging in other occupations. Such
individusle do not all leave the community but may become outstanding
citizens within the community, working either directly or indirectly
with agriculture. It ssems apparent from the foregoing information
that the efforts expended toward training in leadership sbilities and par-
liamentary procedure should be devoted to the enunl class rather than

to limited groups or individuals.



TABLE XVII, THE HIGHEST FFA DEGREE EARNED
BY THE RESPONDENTS AND ITS AFFECT
ON ESTABLISHMENT IN FARMING

e ——

Non-Farmers Farmers
Degree Number Percent  Number Per cent
Green Hand 10 15.6 12 12.3
Chapter Farmer 46 71.9 32 59.2
State Farmer 8 12.5 7 15.0
American Farmer 0 0.0 3 5.5
Total b 100.90 54 100.0

I e T e S e ST eI . BTN T S

FFA degrees earned did influence the probability of establish-
ment in farming. In the non-farmer group 12.5 per cent earned the
State Farmer degree or higher degrec, as is gshown in Table XVIL
whereas in the farmer group 18.5 per cent of the farmers had reached
that goal. Size of farming enterprise is an important factor in the
selection of recipients of State Farmer degrees. Thus it is indicated
that the students with the larger supervised farming programs have a
tendency to remain on the farm. The student who is working toward
establishment in farming while in high school will possibly become
established in farming, while the studgnt with projects only large
enough to fulfill requirements will probably eventually become engaged

in some other occupation. -



TABLE XVIII. AN INDICATION OF THE SHOP EQUIPMENT
PRESENT IN THE VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE
DEPARTMENTS IN SOUTH DAKOTA

Number of Number of

Shop equipment Non=-Farmers Farmers

Yes No Yes No

Are welder 68 2 55 0

Acetelyen: Welder 27 35 22 27

Motor maintenance equipment 40 27 29 22
Equipment and training aids

for electricity 17 44 13 38

Only one vocational agriculture department in the state dld
not have & shop in 1952; therefore it was impossible, in this study, to
detarmine the effect of departments with shops opposed to those :vlthout
shops on establishing the stuclent in farming. However, the equipment
within the school shop had no influence concerning whether the boy
farmed or not. The squipmant surveyed in Tahle XVIII was chosen to
give an Indication of facilities within a vocational agriculture shop.
This doss not mean that vocational agriculture instructors can get
along without these facilities in their shops, but on the contrary, if
they are to teach vocational agriculture the shop should have the equip-

ment which an average home farm shop would contain. The school
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farm shop should be an ideal situation which the students should
desire at home rather than an antiquated shop with facilities that are
excelled by #very student's home farm shop. Knowledge gained in
the school farm shop will definitely give the student valuable experience
for futurs work in agriculture and related sccupations.

TABLE XIX, THE ESTIMATED MONETARY VALUES OF THE

SUPERVISED FARMING PROGRAMS OF THE STU-
DENTS DURING THEIR SENIOR YEAR

i e
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Non-Farmers Farmers
Value Numbear Per cent Number  Per cant
$0-8250 28 44.4 15 30.0
$2 50 -§ 500 17 27.0 14 28.0
$500-51000 14 22.2 14 28.0
$1000-§2500 4 6.4 3 6.0
$2500 -More 0 0.0 4 8.9
Taotal 63 100.0 80 100.0

The value of a student's supervised farming program is a
factor which is definitely associated with establishment in farming.
As shown in Table XIX, only 28.6 per cent of the non~-farmer group
had five hundred dollars or more invested is their supervised farming

programs during their senior year. In the iarmer group 42 péer cent
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valued thelr supervised farming programs at more than five hundred
dollars. This comparison points out the importance of the value of

the time spent on supervised farming programs. Desirable supervised
farming programs do not just happen, but are programs with many
hours of planning and study by the student, parents and vocational
agriculture instructor. As freshmen, students should not only plan
thalr programs for that year but should set up a long range progressive
program plan that moves from where the student is to the ultimate

goal of establishment iln farming. However, it will ba noted that 10
students, or nearly eight per cent, had no supervised farming program,
and many indicated they had never lived on a farm. These individuals
who had had no means of carrying out mpo;dud farming programs
and who had never lived on a farm would, in all probability, have been
better fitted in some course other than vocational agriculture. School
officials have failed in their obligation to the students in their commu-~
nities in some cases by requiring all male students to take one or more
years of agriculture. More effective curriculum planning would invelve
offering vocational agriculture as an clective for those who are actually
interested in agriculture. Under such a plan the students lacking the
desire to farm and to learn more about agriculture would have selected

another subject.
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TABLE XX, THE NUMBER OF YEARS AFTER HIGH SCHOOL
GRADUATION AT WHICH THE RESPONDENTS STARTED
TO FARM ON A FULL TIME BASIS

_.MJJ_

Time Lapse Hon-Farmers Farmers
(years) Number Peor cent Number Per cent

Immediately 8 66.7 21 42.0
Omne 3 25.0 6 12.0
Two 0 0.0 4 8.0
Three 0 0.9 5 10.0
Four o 0.0 9 18.0
Flve 1 8.3 5 10.0
Total 12 -100.0 50 100.0

e —— e ——

The number of years following high school that elapsed prior
to the student's start in farming did affect his decision on whether he
remained on the farm. The largest group, comprising 42 per cent of
the farmers and 66.7 per cent of the non«farmers who did farm,
started to farm immediately following high school graduation, as is
shown in Table XX. In all probability these students made the decision
to farm while under the guidance of the vocational agriculture instructor.
The guidance director and uu vocational agriculture instructor
should work together in guiding the ltt(d‘ntl in making their decisions.
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The vocational agriculture instructor can supply anscdotal information
concerning the students' farm and family background, while the guidance
director can accumulate test scores and other information pertaining
to the students. The vocational agriculture instructor should become
fully familiar with the information gathered about each of his students
80 they can be guided as individuals. Frequently students will come to
the vocational agriculture instructor for advice as it is the vocational
agriculture instructor who is most familiar with his problems. In
‘many cases the vocational agriculture instructor has worked more
closely with the students than other instructors within the school
svstem. The vocational agriculture students should be referred to the
guidance director in areas where the vocational agriculture instructor
ie unable to give sound advice. The vocational agriculture instructor
is axpected to be proficient in a wide variety of areas in agriculture;
therefore it is not probable that he would alse be an expert in guidance.
It will be noted that in all cases except one the individuals
who did start to farm following the second year remained on the farm.,
It is also interesting to observe that in the farmer group there have
been several individuals returning to the farm each year during ths
past five years. It would be logical to assume that this pattern will
continue. Those who delayed their start in.gnmlng for several years

will, in many cases, have furthered their education, fulfilled their



military obligations, worked in other occupations, or experienced a
combination of such accomplishments.

Parents ranked first in the order of sources of sconomic
assistance granted the students in the farmer group as well as in the
group of non~-farmers who had previously farmed, and banks ranked
second, as will be roted in Table XXI. Here again the parents’ assist-
ance is a factor relating to establishment in farming. Such evidence
polnts out the Importance of a fathar and son partnersbip at an early
age, and the development of a cooperative relationship in the farming
business between fathcr and son. Government lending agencies and
friends oy niélghbors helpad the lzast in assliating the student to become
established in farming. The sources of assistance listed under 'others’
in Table XXI were earnings from other employment such as military
servigce and from working as hired hands.

The securing of financial aid and the use of borrowed money
should be an important part of the farm management training in voca-
tional agriculture. The securing of finances is one of the large probe.
lems for the beginning farmer and also for the established farmer.
Each farming program is different and requires individual atteation
in order to evaluate the economic principle s that should be followed,
yet with the few that made use of the governiental lending agencies

it would seem that in some instances this program might have been
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TABLE XXI. THE FREQUENCY, IN RANK ORDER, IN APPRAISAL
OF THE ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE RECEIVED WHILE
BECOMING ESTABLISHED IN FARMING

Rank ist 2nd 3rd 4th Sth 6th None

NON-FARMER GROUP

Parents 42 5 0 1 0 0 2
Brothers and

Sisters _ 0 6 6 2 1 0 37
Other relative 1 3 4 1 0 0 43
Bank 3 22 3 0 2 0 22
Government lending

agencies 2 1 0 0 0 0 49
Friend or neighbor 0 0 4 3 0 0 47
Others 0 2 0 *0 0 1 50

FARMER GROUP

Parents 13 2 0 0 0 0 0
Brothers and

Sisters F ] 4 1 0 0 0 1]
Other relative 0 2 0 2 0 0 11
Bank 0 3 0 0 0 1 11
Government lending

agencles 0 0 0 0 0 0 15
¥riend or naighbor 0 0 0 1 0 0 10

Others 4] 0 0 -0 0 1 14

—
——



used more extensively. If through the supervised farming program
Both father and son bave learned to work out their problams together,
the parents will, in all probabllity, be anxious to help establish the
student in farming, provided funds are available and the young man

has that as his objective.

TABLE XXQI. THE PRESENT OWNERSHIP STATUS OF THE FARMS
ON WHICH THE RESPONDENTS ARE PRESENTLY
FARMING OR HAVE FARMED

e = == = i

Ownership Status Non-Farmers Farmers
Number Per cant Number Per cent

Owned by student 0 0.0 4 7.8
Owned by parent 13 86.7 35 66.1
Owned by father-in-law 0 0.0 4 7.5
Owned by relatives 0 0.0 2 3.8
Others 2 13.3 B 15.1
Total 15 100.0 53 100.0

— ———

It is interesiing to ohserve, from Table XXII, that 66.1 per
cent of the students in the farmer group are presently farming on their
parents’ farms. This again illustrates the Lniporuneo of progressive
supervised farming programs and the effects of father and son partner-
ships. It should alse be noted that 11.3 per cent of the farms were



owned by the fathars-in-law or other relatives. The son-in-law in some
cases takes over the farm and a partnership is formed in much the

same way as in a father and son partnership. It appears that there are
very few other methods of gstting started other than with the help of
parents or relatives. There is no information in this study concerning
how the students who own their farms started but it would seem prob-
able that they also might have started with their parents' assistance.
TABLE XXIII. THE PROPORTION OF VOCATIONAL AGRICULTURE

DEPARTMENTS INDICATED AS PROVIDING ADULT
AGRICULTURE CLASSES

_—

Whether Hon-Farmers Farmars
classes were provided Number Per cent Number Per cent

Yas 6 42.9 16 30.8
Mo B 57.1 36 69.2
Total 14 100.0 52 100.0

Adult classes in South Dakota are at an early stage of devel-
opment. Of the 52 students in the farmer group answering the question
concerning whether adult farme¥ classes were offered in their schoels,
only 30.8 per cent responded affirmatively as shown in Table XXIII.

If vocational agriculture instructors in South Dakota are to provide

affactive education for present’ and prospective farmers there is a



great challenge in reaching the goal of 100 per cent of the departments

offering adult agriculture classes. From the total group of 57 farmers,

five failed to answer the question regarding adult agriculture classes.

From the lack of information it would be logical to assumie that inany

of these students had never been informed of the adult farméer classes.
TABLE XXIV. THE REGULARITY OF ATTENDANCE BY

THE STUDENTS AT ADULT AGRICULTURE
CLASSES WHERE PROVIDED

o —— — — — =
Regularity of Non-Farmers Farmers
Attendance Number Per cent Number Per cent
Regularly 0 . 0.0 2 12.5
Occasionally 0 0.0 6 31.3
Seldom 0 0.0 1 6.2
Never 6 100.0 8 50.0
Total [ 100.0 16 100.0

'ﬁw

Attendance at adult classes is very small, as will be noted in
Table XXIV. In the farmer group only 43.8 per cent attended regularly
or occasionally. This leaves the vocational agriculture instructor
room for improvement if classes are to be conductad for all who are
presently established in farming. None of the non-farmers who did

farm for 2 short period of time ittended any adult classes.
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It is generally assumed that the suecess or failure of adult
classes in vocational agriculture is dependent upon the vocational
agriculture instructor. Much planning and preparation must take
place prior to conducting the class, both by the instructor and advisory
council. The vocational agriculture instructor and advisory couneil
must work together in planning a program, selecting outside speakers
when they are used, and in evaluating the program. It has been found
that if the farmers within the community are included in the coopera-
tive planning of their classes and topics that will be discussed they will
take a very active interest in them. It is very important that meeting
dates and the topics to be discussed be established well in advance of
the meetings and publicizeqd so all farmers within the community are
contacted.

TABLE XXV, ENROLLMENT BY THE STUDENTS IN VETERANS
ON+THE «FARM TRAINING CLASSES

= ——— —mm T e
Non-Farmers Farmers
Whether enrolled Humber Per cent Number Per cent
Yee 1 7.1 5 9.1
No 13 92.9 50 90.9

Total 14 100.0 55 100.0




Veterans on-the -farm training classes had little effect an
establishment in farming in this study. Veterans on-the-farm train-
ing classes were attended by 9.1 per cent of the farmer group, as
shown in Table XXV. In the non-farmer group, 7.1 per cent did
attend veterans on-the-farm training classes. The reason for such a
small number can be accounted for, at least in part, by the fact that
the respondents had to be in service shortly after their graduation in
1953 in order to be eligible for free tuition to attend such classes.

It was also mandatory that they be farming for themselves in order to
qualify for enrollment in the program.



II1. Reasons for Leaving the Farm

TABLE XXVI, FREQUENCY OF REASONS WHY THE

NON-FARMERS LEFT THE FARM

P e e O™
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Reason Frequency
No desire to farm 12
No method of getting startad 3]
Farmers have to work too hard 3
Imcome not large enough 13
Other brothers and sisters took

over farm ]
Discouraged by friends 2
Discouraged by family 7
Phyefcai handicap 4
Interest In other occupations 43

Desire for higher sccial standards

Othars

Total

——————————

131

The four reasons indicated most frequently for leaving the

farm as shown in Table XXVI we;;: interested in other occupations;

no method of getting started; income not large encughy and no desire to
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farm. Interest in other occupsations and no desire to farm are closely
related, and therefore account for the largest single number of reasons.
It will also be noted that the deslre for higher social standards was
indicated nine times as a reason for leaving the farm. Tradition has
left imbedded in the minds of many the idea that a farmer is rated low
on the social scale. In this era of scientific farming a farmer can no
longer be thought of as a poor manager but as a true business man in
every sease of the word. In many cases the individual farmer has
more invested in his land, equipment, and livestock than several
businessmen on the main streets of average towns in South Dakota.
Farming today {s big business and it takes a very capable, well trained
individual to make a beginning and advance in it. Many found it diffi-
cult to farm unless they were to start on their parents' farms. This
fact is borne out in Table XXII. In this age of mechanized agriculture,
more and more father and son partnerships, and even some family
corporations are being formed. It is by this close interrelationship
that capital investments can be brought together with labor investments

for the mutual benefit of all concerned.
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SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

This thesis had as its purpose the investigation of the cir-
cumstances surrounding the occupational choices of students in high
scheol vocational l..rlc/ulturo who graduated in 1953 from South Dakota
high schools. The study was intended to reveal the factors that have
caused those who have selected occupations outside of farming to enter
thelr chosen flelds. Alio, it was the intent of the study to reveal the
relative importance of gross income and the relationship, if amy, that
exists between mental age and education, and A young man's promensss
to enter farming or not to enter it.

The vocational agriculture insiructors in South Dakota furnish-
ed the names of the vocational agriculture students graduating in 1953,
These students were sent a questionnaire concerming the effects aof
home and environment and vocational agrieulture in becoming establish-
ed in farming. For the students who did not return to the farm an
attempt was made to locate the reasons for leaving the farm.

The home and its environment had a definite effect on estab~
lishment in farming. Students from small families and those with
fewer older brothers have a better -apportmlty to farm than have those
from large families having oldsr Bfothers. The education of the parents
favorably affected the establishment of the students in farming. The

moie education the parents had, the more likely it was for the



student to farm.

The students with the higher I. Q.'# tend to leave the farm
for other occupations. Similarly, students with few home improve -
ments tend to seck employment other than farming. The relationship
of home improvements to establishment in farming indicatss the im-«
portance of the continued efforts in home improvement projects. Farm
ewnership by the parents was an important factor relating to tha
establishment of the son in farming. The farms providing the larger
gross incomes were in the best position financlally to provide possi-
bilities to establish the boy in farming. Gross income also indicated
that students in the farmer group felt the financial reward was suffi-
cient to chose farming as an occupation.

Agccording to this survey, vocationsl agriculture does have a
part in the establishment of the young men in farming. Most of the
parents are satisfied with the supervised farming programs presently
carried out. Yet some indicatsd dissatisfaction and it is understandable
that individuals that were dissatisfied with the vocational agriculture
program were the advocat:s of recani lagislation for a change in fedsral
financial assistance for vocational education. It was found that many
students are being deprived of the privilege of home visits and super-
vision of their farming programs. J'Il is the supsrvised farming program

that actaally malkes vocational agrigulture truly vocational in nature.



51

The number of years of enrollmeant in vosational agriculture
did affect the probability of establishment in farming. However, those
who did not chose to remain in favming would likely make use of their
voecational agriculture experiences at a latar time in other occupations.
A large proportion of the students did complete all four years of agri-
culture which shows the importance the students placed upon the sub~
Ject. The number of years of FFA membership had no affsct on
establishment in farming. However, ths degrees held by members
indicated that the higher the degree the mows liksly the student was to
farm. More FFA offices were held by non-farmers than by farmers.
This indicated that even though thié leadership ability does not always
leave the community it is not directly connected with agriculture.
Algo, the leadership training that is provided in the vocational agri-
gulture classroom should be devoted to all the members rather than
to a selected few.

The larger the monetary value of the supervised farming
program during the senior year of high school the more likely the
student was to enter farming. Tl;u shows the importanca of a long
range progressive program while a_student is in high school. The
number of years following high school that elapsad prior to the student's
start in farming had no g¢ffect on whether he remained on the farm.

The number of adult classgs provided in South Dakota is
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small. I vocational agriculture instructors are to provide educational
instruction for present and prospective farmers 14 years of age and
older there is a great challenge for vocational agriculture instructors
to provide such classes.

The reasons listed most frequentiy for leaving the fsrm were:
interast in other occupations; no desire to farm; no method of getting
started; and income not large enough. Farmins today is a rapldly
changing industzry. The individual who enters this occupation must
have a considerable amount of capital on hand, along with proficiency
in a number of different skills. Young men wishing to start farming
today must start with the help of fheir fathers or other interested
persons. Therefore, it is important for them to start at an early age
to develop a very close working relationship with their parents. The
bast way in which this can be accomplished is through a supervised
farming program with parent, son and the vocational agriculture in-
structor working together with the common interest of helping the boy

become established In farming.
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RECOMMENDATIONS

Agriculture in the Unitsd States is progressing rapidly, and

vocational agriculiure instructors . ae likewise facing the need for

progressing in acco¥dance with a renewed emphasis on some of the

basic concepts of vocational agriculture. From the interpretation of

the data obtained from the survey and the I. Q. scorss furnished, the

following recommendations are presaented:

1.

A larger portion of the voeational agriculture instructors’
time should be spent on the students' farms. Adequate
time should be spent with students and the parents work-
ing out progressive supervised farming programs. A
farming program should have as its objective the estab-
lishment of the boy if farming. It should also include

the development of home improvement projects.

The vocational agriculture instructors should develop a
better understanding within the community of the total
vocational agriculture program, including the high
school classes, young farmeyr classes, and adult farmer
classes.

Further use of advisory councils should be made by
vocational agriculture instructors in developing the voca~
tional agriculture program.

Leadership training ought to be provided for all students
in agriculture rather than for a selected few.

The vocational agriculture students plaaning to remain
on the farm and parents should be encouraged to develop
partnerships.

&

The curriculum within the school system should be
planned so that vocational agriculture is an elective and
not a required course,-



10.

11.

12.

13.

Time should be spent in farm management classes on
different methods of financing a farming business.
Different types of partnership agreements should also
be studied to help the students to develop workable
plans for their situations.

The farm mechanigy phase of vocational agriculture
should cover home improvements and methods of thalr
practical application on the students' farms.

The school guidance director and vocational agriculture
instructor ought to work in close cooperation in guiding
individuals anticipating the selection of vocational
agriculture classes.

As one method of evaluating the program, the vocational
agriculture instructor should maintain contact with
former students.

Young farmer classes should be started where enough
students are availableé. These classes should provide
a connecting link between all day classes and adult
farmer clagses. ’

Adult farmer classes should be established in all
vocational agriculture departments. These classes
should cover the areas of technical agriculture, farm
living and community betterment.

Adult farmers and young farmers should be visited by
the vocational agriculture instructor and provided
assistance with thelr farming programs.
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APPENDIX A

Oetober 6, 1959

Mz. Lloyd Holland
Vocational Agriculture Instructor
Waudsy, South Dakota

Daar Sir:

1 am presently securing information to be used for a research
thesis entitled, "To Ascertain the Factors Associated with Establish-
ment in Farming". The purpose of this thesis is to determine the
factors which have influenced former Vocational Agriculture students
to become established in farming.

For this study I have selected all students graduating in 1953,
who were at that time enrolled in Vocational Agriculture or who had
previously been enrolled in Vocational Agriculture while in high school.
I would appreciate your help in compiling a complete list of these
Vocational Agriculture students graduating from your high school in
1953. Please return their names and present addresses in the enclosed
self-addressed envelope by October 20.

If no students with Vocational Agriculture training graduated
from your high school in 1953 please check the statement below and
return this letter before the date indicated above.

1 wiish to thank you for your co-operation in this study.

Sincerely,

Donald T. Tupper

[~ ] Thare were no 1953 graduates enrolled or previously enrolied
in Vocational Agriculturs.



APPENDIX B

Questionnaire To Ascertain the Factors Assoclated

With Establishment in Farming

Directions: Please be sure to answer all questions in Part 1. Then,
if you are presently sngaged in farming, or if you have farmed at any
time since graduation from high school, answer also the questions in
Part II. If you are presently employed in some ocecupation other than
farming, and have not farmed since high school graduation, answar
Questions in Part | and III only.

All questions are to be answerxed as they related to you as a
senior in high school, 1952-1953, unless otherwise statad.

PAKT 1. M you are farming or are employed in some other
occupation answar the following questions:

1. What is your present occupation? I farming or in military
service check (x) the appropriate box.

Farming I~ 7
Military service =4

Othars (specify)

2. Since your graduation from high school have you @#ver engaged
in farming as a full time ocecupation?

Yes

No

3. If the answer to quastion 2, aiaov-. is yes, how many years
did you farm ?

L




60

4. Indicate the number of brothers and sisters in your family by
using the appropriate blanks bhelow:

Brothers: Oldery
Y ounger
Sisters: Older
Younger

5. Formal eaqucaiion cbtained by paresnts. Check (x) the appro-
priate box for esach, indicating the highest ediucational lgvel

attained:

Mother Father
Less than aighth grade D D
Eighth grade graduate y -~ | 1
High school graduate Pt )
College graduate _/:7 D

Work beyond college (specify)

6. Formal education you have attained: Indicate the highest
level attalned by checking (x) the sppropriate box.

High school graduate
Less than 4 ysars of college
College graduate

Graduate work beyond a
4 -year coiizge degree

NN

7. If you hold a college dagree, indicate the degree:

8. If you attended college, indicats the major field or fields:




10,

11.

12.

13.

Dld you haive the following conveniencas on your home farm?
Cheik (x) the appropriate box.
Yes
Mechanical refrigeration

Electricity

RERRR
IR

Indoor bathroom facilitias

[ ]

Was the family home farm on which you lived during 1952-53
Owned by your family

Rented by your family

10

Farmed under other arrangements

(Specity)

In your estimation what was the gross income on your home
farm in 1952-53°?

$500-$ 1000 177 $10,000-§15,000 ' Y |
$1900 -$ 5000 L7 $15,000-$20,000 7
§ 5000 -§ 10,000 ‘7 $20,000 -or mors " |

{

e

In your estimation, d'i your pareats consider farming as a
way of life to be satisfactory or unsatisfactory? Chack (x)
appropriate box.

Satisfactory

10

Unsatisfactory

In your estimation, did the aititude of your parents indicate
satisfaction toward the supervised farming program. Check
(x) appropriata box.

Yes

10

No



14.

15.

16.

17.

l'.

19.

20.
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Number of years parents had farmed by 1952-53;

Did your home farm situation offer you the opportunities to
develop a supervised farming program with which you were
satisfied ?

Yes

Mo

Did you introduce new mathods into the farming operation
while enrolled in Vocational Agriculture such as fertilising,
seed treatment, spraying, etc.?

Yes

No

Indicate by checking (x) what you consider to be the average
yearly number of farm visits made to your farm by the
Vocational Agriculturs Instructor while you were enrolled
in high school Vocational Agriculture classes: ome_  two_
three___ four _ five  more than five .
Indicate by checking (x) the number of years you were enrolled
in high school Vocationsl Agriculture:

one two three four

i

Indicate by checking (x) the number of years you held member-
ship in FFA: one two three  four flve
six 4

Indicate by chacking (x) the appropriate box the highest degree
you received in FFA:

Green Hand [ 1
Chaptl.ll' Farmer

State Farmer

Q00

American Farmer

-
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zz L]

23.

24.
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If you held an FFA aoffice, indicate the name of the office
or offices held at:

Local lavel

District level

State level

National level

If you held membership in other farm youth organizations,
indicate the number of years you belonged to:

4-H

YMW

Others (specify)

-

Was your high school Vocational Agriculture department

equipped with a shop ?
Yes

Ko

If the answer to quastion 23 is yes, indicats by checking (x)

appropriate blanks whether your high school farm mechanics
shop was equipped with:

Arc Welder Yes__ No
Acetelylene welder Yes__ No

Equipment for genaral maintenance
and servicing of farm motors Yes___ _Mo__

Equipment and training aids Yor
electricity (such as electric pansl
board, motors, ete.) Yes__ No
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25. Indicate your sstimation of the amount of your investment
in suparvised farming projects during your senior year of

school;
Less than $250
$250 to §500
$500 to $1000

$1000 to $2500

301010

$2500 or mora

26. List the axtra-curricular activities in which you participated
while in high school.

PART II. If you are presently farming or have farmed since gradua-
tion from high school answar the following questions.

1. How soon after graduation did you begin farming on your own?
Immediately lyear__ 2 years__ 3 years_
4 years___ 3_1-0&”____

2. At what age did you begin farming on your own ?

3. Rank in order the following who assisted you most, from an
economic standpoint, to become established in farming; the
one assisting the most circle (1), the one providing the
second largest amount of assistance circle (2), etc. Ifno
assistance was granted circle a sero.

Parants 0 1 2 3 4 5 &
Brother and/or sister 0 1 2 3 4 5 &
Bank a; 0 1 2 3 4 5 6
Other relative 001 2 3 4 5 6

Government lending agencies 0 1 2 3 4 5 6
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6.

Friend or neighbor

Others (specify) 0

Is the farm on which you live (or lived):

Owned by you

Ownad by your father

Owned by your father-in-law
Owned by other relatives

Cwned by others (specify)

65

0 1 2 3 4 5 6

1 2 3 4 5 6

10131010

Have there been adult agriculture classes in the Vocational
Agriculture department of your local school during the time

you farmed?

=]

Yas

No

¥ tha answer to quastion 5, above, is yes, did you attend:

Ragularly
Oecasionally

Seldom

MNevear

Have you sver attended Veaterans-On-The -Farm training

classes ?

—7
-
7
—7
Yes
No

I the answer to question 7, above, is yes, for how many

months ?

——




PART If1, M you are presently employed in some accupation othar

2.

than farming and have not farmnd since high school gradu-
ation answer the following:

Check (x) the reason or reasons for leaving the farm.
No dasire to farm

No method of getting started

Farmers have to work too hard

Income not great enough

Other brothers or sisters took over farm
Discouraged by friends
Discouraged by family
Physical handicap .

Intersst in other occupations

10000000

Desire for higher sccial standards

Others, (indicate)

Do you plan to réturn to the farm?

Yas

11
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APPENDIX C

November 24, 1959

Mr. Dale Olson
Sioux Falls,
South Dakota

Dear Dale:

The enclosed questionnaire is being sent to you, as a member
of the graduating clase of 1952-53, 1 would like to solicit your help in
a study of the graduates of that class. You were selected from the
group of boys who had been enrolled in Vocational Agriculture while
in high school.

As only a selected group is being questioned your answers
are essential to the success of this:study. 1 would appreciate it if you
would return the completed questionnaire in the enclosed envelope
by December 8th.

This study is designed to ascertain why Vocational Agriculture
boys stay on the farm or leave it for other occupations. Other factors
associated with establishment in farming are also included.

1 wish to thank you in advance for your cooperation, and
assure you that all information will be handled in a confidential
manner. You need not sign the questionnaire.

Simcerely,

Donald T. Tupper
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January 17, 1959

Mr. W. B. Herbald, Superintendent
Alcester Public Schoal
Alcester, South Dakota

Dear Mr. Herbold:

I am presently studying factors associated with vocational
agriculture boys becaming sstablished in farming,

I would like to ask If you will send me the most recently
recorded I. Q. score of the boy listed balow, who graduated in the
class of 1952-53 at your school. This is very lmportant to the success
of this study, and an immediate reply would be received with appre -
clation. :

-

Thaak you in advance for your cooperation, and may 1
assure you all information will be handled confidentially. A stamped,
addressed envelope is enclosed for your convenience in replying.

Sincerely,

Donald T. Tupper

Enclosure -2
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