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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The demand for more and better qualified workers has risen
sharply in the past decads., The changing technology of civilization
is demanding less unskilled jobs and more professional and skilled
jobs,. It is the school's responsibility to try to locate the voca-
tional choice of students by the time they graduvete from high school,
so they need not waste their immediste ysars after graduation trying
to figure out what voeational choice they plen to follow,

It is understood that peoplé may change their ocecupational
choice in later 1life because of technical changes, illness, accident,
or because their job may be a young men's job in which age may limit
progress and earnings,

Sehool systems have more and more come to recognize an obliga-
tion to inform themselves of what happens to students after they
graduate, and to use this knowledge in guiding the student to meet his
future needs, |

Since counseling is a requirement in all first class schools,
follow-up is a responsibility which high schools must assume, The
schools have of'ten been confronted with the many types of preparation
for their students. Considerable interest has been raised concerning
the type of training to be offered,

Meny benefits may be derived from the findings reported here,

High schools may use the information for comparison and evaluation of



their own programs,

Statement of the problem
The purpose of this study is to answer some of the questions

asked about our high school gradvates: (1) How has the high school
curriculum of four years influenced the choice of higher education and
choice of vocation? (2) What high school subjects should be added or
dropped from the curriculum based on findings from the educational
preparation and choice of vocations? (3) What differences in higher
education and choice of voecations occurred between the above average,
the average, and below average ranks in scholarship?

It is necessary to present the findings in a manner as helpful
as possible and to offer suggestions where possible for the improve-

ment of guidance in schools.

Elan of procedure
After selecting the problem, "Follow-Up Study of the Graduates

of the Gettysburg, South Dakota High School for the Years 1950f1951,"

a questionnaire was composed., Parents, relatives, and school pals were
contacted to get the addresses of the sixty-four graduvates, The school
records were used for curriculum records, class records, scholership
records, and graduvating members.

From the returned questionnaires, information was obtained which
was needed to answer the four questions stated in the problem on the
preceding page. All data was recorded from the questiomnaires directly
to the charts for the purpose of tabulation, frcm these charts,



accompanied with an interpretation and evalvation of the various

questiong answered, an evaluvation was made,

Definition of terms
As vsed in this study, the term "Vocational Choice at Gradua-

tion™ refers to the job or profession the student wishes to enter while
in high school,

"Vocational Choice at Present™ are jobs and profesgions in
vhich the student was working in 1960, at the time of the survey,

"Further Education™ refers to college or vocational school
attended by the graduates after completing high school,

"Fields of Study™ are the jobs or professions in which the grade
uates completed their education after leaving high school,

"High School Curriculum" refers to the subjects offered to the
students during the four years they were in high school,

"Required Subjects" are classes all gradvates must take while in
high school in order to receive a graduation diploma.

"Llective Subjectse" are classes a graduvate may select to take
while in high sehool to complete the necessary requirements for gradva-
tion. ‘

In "Scholarship", the graduates were divided into three groups
based on their rank in class. The upper one-~third shall be those stu-
dents who ranked in the upper one-third of their respective class., The
middle cne-third are those students who renked in the middle third of
their respective class, The lower one-third are those students who
ranked in the lower one-~third of their respective class,



Scope of the problem
This paper is limited to the following problems which may be

used in the follow-up of graduate students, to evaluate the currieculum
and guidance services of any given school., The problems deal with
choice of vocations, further education, high school curriculum of the
group studied, and relationship of scholarship to out-of-school life,
These problems were chosen because choice of occupations is based on
curriculum, scholarship, education, and job availability.



CHAPTER II
SURVEY OF LITERATURE

Introduction
This chapter will survey some of the literature writtem in

regard to the past school 1life of the high school graduvates. The lit-
erature will relate to the occupational fields they have entered, the
amovnt of education they have received beyond high school, the effects
curriculum had on the gradvate and the relationship of scholarship to
af'ter school life,

Yocational cholges of the graduates
The term "vocational choice" is widely used in discussions and

studies of vocational development and adjustment, Voecational choice
is a process rather than an event, The term should demote a whole series
of choices, gensrally resulting in the elimination of some alternatives
and retention of others umtil, in due course, the narrowing down proc-
ess results in what might be called an occupational choice,t

The occupational choice of 189 graduates of the Hull, Iowa high
school was studied by Foremsn. He found that this group consisted of
83 males and 106 females., Compiling the data on the vocations of the
male gradvates, the study showed that 26 percent were students, 13 per-

cent were in clerical work, 12 percent were farmers, and 12 percent

1Donald Super, The Psychology of Gareers, p. 184, Harper and
Brothers, New York, 1957,



were in semiskilled trades, The leading voeation of the female grad-
uates was housewife which comprised 59 percent of the group, 10 percent
were students, 10 percent were office workers, 7 percent were teachers,
and 5 percent were nuraea.z

Stein received returns from 50 girls and 61 boys who were grad-
uvates of the Dureka high schools The present employment status of the
male graduates included 36 full time, 6 part time, 18 going to school,
and 1 serving in the air corps. The job status of the female gradvates
tallied 25 full time, 3 part time, 16 housewives, 1 wnemployed, and 5
going to school, The job deseriptions for the men were equally divided
among managerial, skilled labor, cleriecal, and carmon labor, For the
females, clerical was the most mumerous, followed by professional, The
time of decision on the graduates regular occupation occurred most fre-
quently since leaving high school, The most numerous entry for the
female decisions was during high aehool.3

Crowley in his study of the goals of 485 high school semior boys
in the publie schools of New York City, divided his study into five
times of life groupings, namely, ome year from now, five years from now,
ten years from now, twenty years from now, and lifetime, He found that
the goals of these boys ome year from now are to graduate, be accepted

2Jacob Foreman, "A Follow-Up Study of the Graduates of the Hull,
Iowa High School," lagtep's Thesig, University of Mimmesota, pp. 26-30,
1949, :

enry Stein, "An Orgenizational Study of Guidance Services
for Pureka, South Dakota High School,"™ Semipar Paper, Northern State
Teachers College, Aberdeem, South Dakota, pp. 25-27, 1955.



by the school they wish to attend, and to stay in good health, Five-
year goals are to graduate from college or techniscal school, get
married, and help to support their parents, Ten-year goals are to be
settled in a job they like, be an ideal husband, and be gettled and
seoure, Twenty-year goals are to have a happy family, have a job they
like, and have a good paying job., The lifetime goals are to be a good
father, to live a happy life, and to repay their parents for all they
have done,*

Wolfbein, Deputy Assistant Seeretary of Labor, compiled the find-
ings, conducted by local educational institutions, on 12,000 students
who graduated from high school but did not go on to college. The oc-
cupation of the first job for the females was 64 percent clerieal, 20
percent sales, 10 percent waitresses, 2 percent wnskilled labor, and 4
pereent for all other jobs. The oeccupation of the first job for the
males was 28 pereent unskilled labor, 15 percent sales, and the re-
mainder was scattered among various clerical and semiskilled wark.s

Rathney, in his study of 690 graduvates of four schools found
that 23 percent attended college, 6 percent attended nursing and voca-
tional schools, 23 pergent were in unskilled trades, 22 percent were
clerical workers, 6 percent were farmers, 5 percent were members of the

armed forees, 5 percent of the girls were married, 3 percent were

A?rancia Crowley, "The Goals of Male High Sghool Semiors," The
Persopnel and Guidance Journal, vol. 37, pp. 488-492, Mareh, 1959,

SSeymour Wolfbein, "Transition from Sehool to Work," The Per-
gonnel and Guidance Journal, vol. 38, pp. 98-105, October, 1959,




telephone operators, 3 percent were sales clerks, and the balance were
apprentices, unemployed, medical aides, teachers, and girls living at

hame,

Further education of graduates

Foreman in hig study of the Hull, Iowa high school found that
43 percent of the g‘ﬁduates went on to college, Exactly the same num-
ber of men and women continued their edvecation, About one-third of the
group attending college had a full four years of further education, The
various types of trade schools received few of the graduates. Approxi-
mately 15 percent of the gradvates received degrees, Half of the grad-
vates had two years or less of edueation.7

Stein in his study of the graduates from the Bureka, South Da-
kota high school found that of the 61 males, 18 were going to college,
Of the 50 females studied, 5 were going to college, The study showed
that more males go to college than fmalea.s

Andrews and Stroup received responses from 12,706 Arkansas sen-
iors providing information concerning their postgraduvation plans, Of
the 12,706 respondents who indicated a choice, 5,695 or 44.82 percent
revealed plans for going :bo college, Plans for continuing their educa-
tion in same other manner other than by attending college were indi-
cated by 4,352 or 34.25 percent., The percentage of students planning

6J°hn Rothney, The High School Student, PP" 31-33, Dryden Press,
New York, 1954.

Troreman, gp. gite, pp. 32-35.
astﬁin, Sp. mo, Pe 25,



to continue their education by various methods other than by college
are 5 percent go to trade school, 8 percent go to business school, 6
percent go to another type of school, 11 percent enter military service,
and 4 percent others, A number of factors seemed to be related to
plans for attending college, Such factors as sex, scholastic ability,
curriculum pursved in high school, size of school, place of residence,
and family income are so re].ute(i.9
A score of 110 or better on an I,Q. test is often used as a
rough indicator for successful completion of college, About one in

six among the gradvates achieve this wore.m

High school curpiculum

The curriculum study based om choices of oecupations shows that
the subject that was most justified was home econanies, Commercial
subjects seem to help., The college preparatory courses were a great
aid to the 43 percent that went on to college, Musie and sports from
the extra-curricular activities were important to the g'aduate.n

Stein in his study asked the graduates, "Which subjeet that you
took in high school has been of most value to you in your occupational
life since you left high sechool?" Both males and females chose typing

and bookkeeping as the most useful, followed by speech, English, secience,

%D. C. Andrews and Francis Stroup, "Plans of Arkansas High
Sehool Seniors," 9%: Persompel spd (uidance Jowrpal, vol. 39, pp. 300~
302, December, 1960,

10yo1rbein, gp. gits, Pe 9%

Dporeman, gp. gite, pp. 36-40.
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mathematies, lndustrial arts for the males and home economics for the
ferales,

"What subjeets which you did not have do you now think would
have helped you in your occupational life since leaving school?" The
subjects asked for most in their respective order were commercial,
science, mathematics, foreign languages, accoumting, agriculture,
journalism, mechanical drawing and driver's education,l?

Conants recamendations for limproving public school education

are as follm:la

1, Counseling system in all schools,
2, Individualized program to fit the student.
3. Required program for all students,
Ac Ability & Wpingﬁo
5. Grade supplement with all high school diplomas.
6. Two years of English composition for all students,
7. Diversified program to develop marketable skills,
8, Speeial consideration for the slow reader.
9. Programs for the academically talented.
10, Speeial attention for the highly gifted pupil.
11, Academie inventory for the talented student.
12, At least six periods in the school day,
13, Prerequisites for advanced academic courses.
1,, Students not ranked in class according to their grades in
all subjects.
15, List academic honor students.
16, Developmental reading program.
17, Operate a summer school,
18, Offer four years of foreign language.
19, Offer scisnce ecourses according to esbility groupings.
20, Homeroom consist of mixed ability groups.
21, Offer twelfth grade social studies,

Students' needs demand the inelusion of at least three units in

lzstein, 8. m., PPe 28,

13janes Conant, "Ihe Anerican High Sehool Today," pp. 41-76,
MeGraw-Hill Book Co., Ine,, New York, 1959.
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the school's occupations eurriculum, These units deal with (1) Americans
at work, (2) making ecareer plans, and (3) securing a job.u’
The reason for not establishing clearer relationship between
school procedure and later behavior is that most data of this type are
available mostly on a national level, FRarely are such data collected
for the individual school, There is a need for the schools to colleect

comunity data, This may give clues to the effectiveness of the school

program.l5

The curriculum is not thought of solely in terms of subjects
studied, but rather as consisting of those experiences which develop the
individval's social and vocational abilities necessary for effective
living in society.16

The students, who are placed in courses which are diffievlt
enough to make them work but not so difficult as to discourage them, are

most likely to be satisfied and interested in their studies.l’

Eelationship of scholarshiv and out-of-gchool life
Foreman in his follow-up study on relation of secholarship and
out~-of-school life divided his study into three groups.

ntax Baer and Edward Roeber, Qccypational Informstion, pp. 405-

436, Science Research Associates, Ine., Chicago, 1958.

Dimerican School Curriculwm, pp. 342-354, American Association
of School Administrators, Washington, D, C,, 1953,

16 ‘
Janet Kelly, Guidance and Curriculum, p. 23, Prentice Hall
fnglewood C1iffs, New Jersey, 1055. ’ ’ ’

17 '
Donald Super, Aprraiging Vocational Fitness, pp. 91-92
Harper and Brothers, flew York, 1949, ’ ’




The above-average group consisted of 15 percent males and 85
percent females, Two-thirds of the males are students studying in pro-
fessional fields, One-half of the females in this group are housewives,
one~fourth are students, and the remainder are in nursing, sales, office
work and teaching,

The average group consists of about half male and half females.
The greatest percentage of the males are students. The rest are in
agriculture, services, and sales occupations, Above 60 percent of the
women are housewives, Office work is the second oecupational choice,
Two girls are attending school,

The below-average group consisted of an equel number of males
and females, The greatest number of males in this group were doing
physical labor, Sales and crafts took the second greatest percentage,
Two males were students. Approximately 80 percent of the females be-
ecame housewives., The rest of the females were telephone operators,
teachers, and elerka.ls

There was a significant positive relationship between the I.Q.
and soclo-economic status for the total group of subjeota.lg

Vocational choice among females is strongly related to the kind
of training received in high school, No such statement can be made for
the boys, There is little, if any, relatiomship for boys between high

school training and voeatiomal choice.zo

18Foranan, ope gite, rr. 41-53,
lgcrwlﬂy, @o m., pn 4»89.
Vyolfbein, gp. gite, p. 102,
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In a number of studies, the more intelligent individuals have
been found to have more occupational objectives. They have more abili-
ties which are required for success in the prestige occupations, In-
vestigations show that the more intelligent are more likely, other
things being equal, to make wise vocational choices,

Different curricula have been found to attract different de-
grees of intelligence. In one nation-wide study, the medican I.Q. of
high school boys in different courses was as followss college pre-
paratory 114, scientific 108, academic 106, commercial 104, and trades
92, The exact figures vary from one conmunity to another and from

time to time, It is, therefore, necessary to have local noat'ms.;21

Sumpary
Vocatlonal choice is a process rather than an event., The term

should denote a whole series of choices. Some of the choices will be
eliminated, while others are retained,

The vocational status of high school graduates vary for the
different studies because of difference in the conmunity offering cer-
tain types of employment, scholestic ability of student bodies, economiec
status of parents, and @@@MO area,

Studies show that there is some relationship between intelli-
gence and occupational choice, The higher the general intelligence of
the group, the higher the occupational levels in which they tend to find

employment,

213“;)”, oD m.’ PP. 87-98,
149808
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Studies show that the percentage of graduates going on to college
varies from 21 percent to 45 percent. A score of 110 or better om an
I.Q. test is of'ten used as a rough indiecator for svccesaful completion
of college,

There is a positive relationship between I.Q, and socio-econamic
status of students, Vocational choices among females are related to
the kind of training received inm high school, There is little, if any,
relationship for boys between high sechool training and vocational
choice, One study found that different curriculum attracts different

degrees of intelligence,
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CHAPTER III
DEVELOPMENT OF THE QUASTIONNAIRE

Introduction
This chapter will present information on the development of the

questionnaire, The information will show procedure used for construe~-
tion, the questiomnaire, procedure used for distribution, and the re-
gults obtained from the questionnaire survey,

Erocedurg used for congtruction
The questionnaire was developed to seek factual information on

a follow-up study of the graduates for the years 1950 and 1951 from
the Gettysburg High School, Gettysburg, South Dakota. Information to
be obtained from the questionnaire is:

1, Voeational choice at graduation

2. Oecupation at present time

3. Did you follow your choice of occupation?

4o Did you plan to enter another occupation?

5. Reasons for changing

6. Service record

7. lImployment since graduvation

8, Education beyond high school

Educational information during the students! tenure in high
school was taken from the school files. The folloﬁiag information was
obtained:

1, Names of graduvates, classes of 1950 and 1951




2,
3.
4e

16

Rank in class
School subjeets in which each student ranked high
Curriculun during high school tenure

The present addresses of the graduates were secured by eontact-

ing relatives who live in the eommumity,

The questionnaire was developed by (1) locking over several
questionnaires composed and distributed in kducation Research class,
(2) eounseling with my reseerch counselor, Dr, Harry Huls, Department
of Edueation, South Dakota State College, Brookings, South Dakota, and

(3) surveying literature on the development of the questiomnaire,

A helpfuvl sumary of criteria for constructing questionnaires

includes nine iteml.l

1.
24

3.
4o
5
6.
7.

8.
T

It must be short emough so as not to take too much time
80 the respondent will mot rejeet it completely,

It must be of sufficient interest and have enough face
appeal so the respondent will be inelined to respond to
it and to camplete it.

The questionnaire should obtain some depth to the re-
sponse in order to avold superfieial replies,

The ideal questiomnaire must not be too suggestive or
too wnstimulating, perticularly with reference to choices.
The questiomnaire should elieit responses that are
definite, but not mechanically foreed,

Questions must be asked in such a way that the responses
will not be embarrassing to the individual,

Questions must be asked in such a manner as to allay
suspicion on the part of the respondent concerning hid-
den purposes in the questionnaire,

The questionnaire must not be too narrow, restrictive,
or limited in its scope or philosophy.

The responses to the questionnaire must be valid, and the
entire body of data teken as a whole must answer the
basic question for which the questiommaire was designed.

1Douglaa E, Scates and Alice V, Yeomans, The Effect of Question-~

paires on

Gourse Bequests of Imployed Adults, Washington: American

Council on Education, pp. 2=-4, 1950,
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Irocedure uged for distribution

The questiommaire and letter of instruction were mimeographed,
Into each emvelope was inserted (1) questiomnaire, (2) letter of in-
struction, and (3) an addressed return envelope. The questiomnaire and
letter of instruvetion may be found in the appendix, The first letters
were sent out by mail on August 20, 1960. A1l but five were returned
by September 20, 1960, A seeond follow-up letter, ineluding the seme
items as the first letter, with a short, urgent message from me on the
botton of the letter was sent out on September 20, By October 2, 1960,
I had received replies from all of the sixty~three gradvates still

living.

Begults
A reply was received from all sixty-three graduates living at

the present time, One of the students died in 1958 and is considered
as being deceased both at graduation and at the present time,

The large percentage of replies is probably due to the fact
that I have taught at the Gettysburg High School for 23 years, and have
been in eontact with the students or their families since the students
graduated, \
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CHAPTER IV

VOCATICNAL CHOICE OF THE GRADUATES

Introduction
This chapter will present data on the types of occupations

chosen by the graduates of the classes of 1950 and 1951, The data
will show their present occupetions and their vocational choice at
graduation, The graduvates will be treated as a whole first, and then
the men and women will be treated separately.

Ogcupations of the grovp as & yhole
Table 1 shows the vocational choices of the students at the time

of gradvation, From thig table, we can see that the total group in the
survey is represented by 64 students, composed of 30 boys and 34 girls,
The class of 1950 had 28 gradvating members, composed of 13 boys and
15 girls, The class of 1951 had 36 gradvating members, composed of 17
boys and 19 girls.

From Table 1, we can see that the highest choices of vogation
at graduvation were teaching and homemaking, each representing 17.2 per-
cent of the group. Seven gradustes, which is 11 percent of the total
group selected farming as an ogcupation, Seven of the gradvates, or 11
percent were undecided as to choice of wvocation at graduvation, Pive
students, which is about 7.8 pereent of the group, chose elerical work,
Four graduates chose mediecine and four chose anginéering, each repre-
senting 6,2 percent of the group. Services, agricultural techniecian,
and nursing were chosen by three students, each representing 4.7 percent
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Table 1, Occupational Choice of Graduetes of the Gettysburg
High School at Graduvation 1950 and 1951

Occupational choice Number of | Percentage of
—ab gradvation students gitudents
Teaching 11 17.2
Housewife 11 17.2
Farming 7 11.0
Undecided 7 11.0
Clerical 5 7.8
Medieine 4 6.2
Engineering 4 6.2
Services 3 4.7
Ag 3 47
Hursing 3 47
Business 2 3.2
Law 2 3.2
Crafts h | 1.5
Deceased 1 1.5

Total 64 100,0

B T ————

of the group. Two students selected law and two seleeted business,
representing 3.2 percent of the group.

One student chose crafts; he wished to work in the aireraft in-
dustry. One boy of this group is deceased. These last two students

each represent about 1,5 percent of the group..
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Table 2 shows the vocational choices of the gradvates at the
present time, 1960, From this table we see that the highest percentage
of the group are housewives, numbering 24 and representing 37.4 percent
of the total group, It is interesting to note that this group is com-
posed of 34 women, of which 24 are full-time housewives ten years after
graduvation, which means thet most of them are too busy raising families
to be interested in sane wvocation,

Seven of the students, representing 10,9 percent of the group
are in service vocations, one is a barber, one is a cosmetologist, one
is an auditor's helper, one is a station operator, one works for the
Bell Telsphone Company, and two are clerks in stores - one works in a
d:;ug-tore and the other in a grocery store,

Five graduvates, representing 7.8 percent of the group, are
teaching, Five students are in sales., They represent 7.8 percent of
the group; one is selling real estate and insurance, one is a broker,
one is a bread salesman, one is a feed salesman, and one represents
General Motors Acceptance Corporation., Three of the students are farm-
ing, representing 4.7 percent of the group. Three, or 4.7 percent,
chose crafts; one is a dental technician, one is in railroad mainten-
ance, and one is a cook in a restavrant., Three of the girls chose
nursing, representing 4.7 percent of the group. Two, or 3.2 pereent,
are in some phase of medieine; two, or 3.2 percent, are in business;
two students, or 3.2 percent, represent each of the professions law,
engineering, and the clergy. One student, or 1.5 percent, represents
agriculture as a technician, armed services, and one boy died after

graduation.



Table 2. Oecupational Choices of Graduates of the Gettysburg
High School at Present, 1960

Occupational choice Numbexr of Percentags of
~it present —.Students gtudents
Housewife 24 37.4
Services 7 10.9
Teaching 5 7.8
Sales 5 7.8
Farming b 447
Crafts 3 4e7
Nursing 3 4o
Medicine 2 3.2
Business 2 3.2
Clergy 2 3.2
Law 2 3.2
Engineering 2 3.2
Ag 1 1.5
Biologist 1 1.5
Armed Service 1 1.5
Deceased ) | 1.5

Total 64 100,0

Nine boys and 16 girls, or 39,0 percent, of the total group had
the same choigce of occupation at greduation as at the present time, In
the male group, four are teachers, two are lawyers, two are engineers,

and one is in medicel research, In the female group, 11 are housewives,



two are in service occupations, two are nurses, and one is a medical

techniecian,

Yocations of male graduates
Out of the 64 graduates, 30, or 46.9 percent, were men, Table 3

shows the cholce of occupation of male graduvates at the time of gradua-
tion. Table 4 shows the occupation of the male graduvates at the present
time, 1960,

Table 3, Occupational Choices of Male Graduates of the Gettysburg
High School, Classes 1950 and 1951, at Graduatiom

Number of Percentage of

Occupational cholce graduates graduates
Farming 7 23.4
Teaching 5 16.7
Undecided 4 13,3
Engineering 4 13.3
Agriculture 3 10,0
Medieine 2 6.7
Law 2 6.7
Business 1 3.3
Crafts i 3.3
Deceased 1 3.3
Total 30 100,0

WWWW
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Table 4. Occupational Choices of Male Graduates of the Gettysburg
High School, Classes 1950 and 1951, at Present Time, 1960

~ Percentage of

Qccupational choige gradvates —gradvates
Sales 5 16,8
Teaching 4 13,3
Services 4 13.3
Farming 3 10,0
Business 2 6.7
Clergy 2 6.7
Law 2 6.7
Engineering = 6,7
Agriculture 2 6,7
Biologist 1 3.3
Crafts 1 3.3
Armed Servige 1 3.3
Medicine : | 3.3
Deceased 1 3.3
Total 30 100,0

b e e e e e o]

Of the 30 male graduates, seven, or 23,4 percent, chose farming
as a future occupation, Ten years later, omnly two followed farming as
an oeccupation., The third member in farming at the present time selected
crafts at graduation, He planned to enter the aireraft industry, but
after gradvation deeided to go into partnership with his dad. He is

presently married, and has an interest in a large ranch in the northern



part of our country. The other two members, who are farming at the
present time, seem to be welleestablished in farming, Now let's see
what vocations the students who selected farming as a vocation at grad-
uation are in at the present time., One is in crafts; he is a railrocad
maintenance man, The second is in a service occupation as part owner
of a service station, The third is an agricultural techniecisn, The
fourth is in business administration, The fifth is a biologist and is
presently working for the Minnesota Health Department,

Five, or 16,7 percent, selected teaching at graduvation, Four of
the group are presently teaching, The fif'th graduate is at present a
member of the clergy. He has a congregation in the southern part of
the state, |

Four, or 13.3 percent, of the group were undecided as to voca=-
tion at gradvation. Their present occupations are: one is a barber
which is a service occupation; the second received a degree in teaching
fran the University of Minnesota and is presently in sales work for a
finance company; the third is a clerk in a grocery store and is classi-
fied under service occupation; the fourth has a job with the Bell Telew
phone Company and is listed presently in a service occupation, In the
undecided group, three chose service oeccupations, and one selected
sales but is qualified to teach, He indiecated he plans to change to
teaching in the near future.

Four, or 13.3 percent, chose engineering at graduvation but only
two followed engineering, Of the other two, one is a c¢lergyman with
a parish in Iowa, and the second is presently a pilot. He is listed
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under the armed service, He must plan to stay in the serviee as he
didn't indicate a change in occupation. When he retires from the Air
Force, he plans to enter the field of mechanical engineering since he
has a degree in mechanical engineering from South Dakota State College.

Three, or 10,0 perecent, chose agricultural technician as an oe-
cupation at the time of graduation, but none of the three at present
is an agricultural technician, The person listed in Table 4 as an agri-
cultural technician chose farming as an occupation at graduation., What
occupation do we find these students in today? One is a btread sales-
man, The second has an accounting business on the West Coast and is
ligted under business, The third received his degree in animal hus-
bandry from South Dakota State College, and is presently a distriet sales
manager for a feed company in Sioux Falls, He is listed under sales at
present.

Two, or 6,7 percent, chose medicine as a career at gradvation,
One is presently in the medical field, He has received his doetor's
degree and is a medical technician at South Dakota University. The other
boy who chose medieine at graduation is at present a broker in Minneap-—
olis and is listed under sales.

Two, or 6,7 percent, chose law at graduvation and are lawyers at
present,

One, or 3.3 percent, of the group selected business at gradva-
tion, This student today is listed under sales sinee he is a realtor
and insurance salesman, He wishes someday to buy part of the real es-
tate and insurance business in whigh he is naw'employed.
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One, or 3,3 percent, chose crafts at gradvation, but this student
presently is in farming, The student listed umder crafts at present
chose farming as an occupation at graduvationm,

One, or 3,3 percent, of the 30 boys in this group died in 1958,
At the time of his death, he was farming with his father, He is listed

ag deceased both at graduation and at the present.

Yogations of fepale graduates
Thirty-four, or 53,1 percent, of the 64 graduates were femsles,

Of this group, 31 are married, Twenty-four are performing the duties

of housewives. Seven of the married women are performing double duties.
They are performing the duties of a housewife and are holding an outside
job. What are the jobs held by these seven women? Two are listed under
service occupations; one is a clerk in a drugstore, and the other is a
beauty operator, Two are listed under nursing. Two are listed under
craf'ts; one is a cook in a regtavrant, and the other is a dental tech-
nician, One is listed under medicine and is a medical technician in a
hospital,

Three of the females are not married, Ome is listed under ser-
vieces and is a county avditor's aid, The second is a registered nurse
and works in a clinie, The third girl is an elementary teacher in Minme-
apolis.

Table 5 shows the echoice of occupation of female graduates at the
time of graduation, Table 6 shows the occupation of the female grad-
vates at the present time, 1960, This report will show the changes in
occupational choice from the time of graduvation to the present time,



The time difference is approximately ten years.

Of the 34 female graduvates, 11, or 32,0 percent, of this group
selected homemaking as an occupation at gradvation, All of the 11 in
this group are presently housewives,

Table 5, Occupational Choices of Female Graduates of the Gettysburg
High Sghool, Classes 1950 and 1951, at Graduvation

Number of Percentage of
gradvetes

32,0
17.5
14.5
2.0
9.0
9.0

6.0

3.0
100,0

w
~
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Table 6. Occupational Choices of Female Gradustes of the Gettysburg
High School, Classes 1950 and 1951, at Present Time, 1960

Number of Percentage of
graduates
24 70,0
3 9.0
3 9.0
Crafts 2 6.0
Teaching - 4 3.0
Medicine 1 3.0
Total 34 100,0

Teaching was selected as an occupational choice by six of the
female group, This represents 17.5 percent of the total female group,
All of the six are housewives et the present time, and all six hold
degrees in teaching, The degrees range from permits to four-year
degrees, The lone girl found in teaching at the present time was unde-
cided at graduation,

Clericel work was chosen by five, or 14.5 percent, of the girls
at graduation. Four of this group at present are housewlives, The fifth
member of this group is now listed under a service occupation.

Service occupastions were selected by three, or 9.0 percent, of
the female group. One girl chose cosmetology at graduation, and she is
a cosmetologist at the present time. The second girl seleeted clerking
at time of graduation., She is now married and also holds a job as a
clerk in a drugstore. The third girl selected to be a waitress at
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graduation and is now listed under crafts; she is a cook in a restaurant,
The third person listod under services in Table 6 selected clerical
work at the time of graduvation,

Wursing was selected by three girls, or 9.0 percent, of the fe-
male group, Two of the girls are registered nurses and one is a house~
wife, The third gradvate listed under nursing in Table 6 was undecided
at the time of graduation as to occupation,.

Undecided at time of graduvation as to occupation was listed by
three girls, or 9.0 percent, of the famale group., One of these girls
is a housewife; the second is a nurse, and the third one is an ele-
mentary teacher,

Medieine was selected as an occupation at graduvation by two
girls, or 6,0 percent, of the female group. One girl selecting medi-
cine at graduation is a medical technician, The other girl presently
is listed under crafts and is a dental technician,

In Table 6, two persons are presently listed under crafts. At
the time of graduation, no one selected a craft field, One of the
girls listed is presently a cook; her choice at graduvation was to be a
waitress, The second girl listed under crafts is a dental technician.

Her choice at gradvation was medicine,

Swmary
The study shows that the group as a whole at gradvation chose

teaching end homemaking as the leading vocations. At the present time,
being a housewife 1s the leading oceupation in the group as a whole,
This may be due to the fact that 31 of the females are married.,
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Presently, 24 of the females are devoting their time to the care of
their families, Seven females are doing dovble duty, as they are mar-
ried and are holding full-time positions,

Farming, teaching, and engineering were the three leading
choiees of vocation at the time of gradvation for the male gradvates.
Sales, teaching, and services were the three leading occupational
choices of the males at the present time,

Four males were undecided as to a choice of occupation at gradua-
tion. They all have employment at the present time, and only one wants
to change his occupation, One is a barber. The second is in sales and
wishes to change to teaching, The third is a clerk in a super market,
and the fourth is a maintenance man with the Bell Telephone Company.

Three of the females of the group were undecided as to a choiee
of occupation at graduation, At the present time, one is a teacher,
the second is a nurse, and the third is a housewife, Teaching and
clerical work were the two leading choices of occupation, after house-
wife, for the female students at gradvation, Services and nursing were
the two leading choices of occupation, after housewife, for the females
at the present tinme.

Nine boys, or 30,0 percent, of the group of 30 boys had the same
choice of occupation at graduation as at the present time, Four are
teachers, two are lawyers, two are engineers, and one is a medical re-
searcher,

Sixteen girls, or 47.0 percent, of the group of 34 girls had the
sane choice of occupation at graduation as at t‘.he present time, FEleven
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are housewives, two are in serviece occupations, two are nurses and ome
is a medical technician,

Four of the boys wish to change oceupations in the future, One,
presently a gas station operator, wishes to go into banking, Two,
presently in sales, has a teaching degree and plans to enter the teach-
ing field, Three, presently with the Department of Agrieulture, wants
to become a livestock inspeector, Four, presently a biologist with the
Mimmesota Department of Health, wants to enter the investment fileld.
None of the girls indicated a wish to change occupations at the present
time,
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CHAPTER V

FURTHER EDUCATION OF GRADUATES

Introduction
This chapter will deal with the education of the gradustes beyond

high school, The study will show the mmber going to college, the wmum-
ber of years spent in college, degrees obtained from college, and the
fields of study while attending college,

College tenure
The years of college education for graduvates of this group are
shown in Table 7.

Table 7, Years of College iducation for Graduates
of the Gettysburg High School, 1950 and 1951

liales Femaleg Iotal
1 0 2 2
2 0 0 ¢
3 1 3 4
4 ¢ 4 13
5 4 0 4
6 2 0
7 1 0 1
8 2 0 2
Total 19 9 28
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There were 64 graduvates from the Gettysburg High School in the
classes of 1950 and 1951, This group was camposed of 30 boys and 34
girls., As may be seen from Table 7, 28 of the graduates, or 43.8 per-
cent, went on to college, The 19 boys attending college represents
63,3 percent of the 30 males in this study, The nine girls attending
college represent 26,5 pereent of the 34 females in this study,

Nine of the boys attended college four years, and nine of the
boys spent more than four years in college., One boy attended business
college for three years and received his degree in accounting,

Nine girls attended college, The two who attended one year of
college received teaching permits., Three girls attended three years
of college and received degrees in mursing and teaching, Four girls

attended college four years., These girls chose varied professions,

College degreeg
The mumber and type of degrees received by the 28 graduates

tabulated as attending college are shown in Table 8, As may be seen
from this table, there were three times as many boys as there were girls
receiving degrees. Nine of the degrees received by the boys were four-
year degrees. Four of t.he\malea received five-year degrees, Two re-
ceived six-year degrees in law, OUne boy received a Ph,D. in medical
research, Two of the males went to school eight years; they received
doctorates in the Bible., All of the boys going to college received de~
grees, while threce of the females did not receive dé@aei.
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Table 8, Number and Type of Degrees Earned by the Graduates
of the Gettysburg High School, 1950 and 1951

Deree “Vale — Female —— —Tory
None 0 3 3
Accounting 1 0 1
R.N, 0 3 3
B.A, 1 0 1
B.s, 8 3 11
4,8, 4 0 4
L.L.B. 2 0 2
Ph.D, 1 0 3
B.D, 2 0 2

Total 19 9 28

Eields of siudy

The fields of study of the male and female graduvates are shown
in Table 9,

If one will compare Table 9 with Table 8, he will see that
three of the boys attended vocational school. One boy completed an ab-
breviated course in accounting, The second boy attended a barber
school, and the third boy attended a telephone maintenance school., One
girl attended voeational school and is a beauty operator,

Table 9 shows that the largest field of study for both the men
and the women is teaching, Engineering was the second choice of the

men, Nursing was the seeond choice of the sta.
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Table 9. Fields of Study of the Gradvates of the Gettysburg
High School, 1950 and 1951

Teaching

Clergy

Business Administration
Medielne

Engineering

Law

Agriculture Technician
Biologist

Nursing

Beauty Operator
Accounting

Barber

O O O F w o O O O k=B O O wwuw

Telephone

\
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Sumary )
This study shows that approximately 44 percent of the graduvates

went on to college., This justified the college preparatory part of
the eurriculum, Two times as many men as women attended college, while
three times as many men as women received degrees fram college. Host
of the students received college training which requires a high degree
of acadenic scholarship, A small percentage of the men, which was
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three, attended trade and voecational schools, Eight of the boys took
no further training after high school, This may justify the voeational
prograx in the high school,

Nine, or 26,5 percent, of the female graduvetes went to eollege,
and an additional girl attended vocational beauty school, Twenty-four
of the girls did not seek further education, This indicates the justi-
fication of commergial subjeets and home economies in the eurriculum,
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CHAPTER VI

HIGH SCHOOL CURRICULUM F(OR THE CLASSES STUDIZD

Introduetion

This chapter deals with the curriculum offered the graduating
class during their four-year tenure in high school, The discussion
is divided into three sections., One deals with the required subjeets
which must be teken by all students in order to gradvate, In the
second portion, elective courses which a student may seleet to be
added to his required subjects are discussed, The graduating students
must pass 16 one-year courses to receive a diplome, The student is
advised to earry 4 one-year courses ecach school term, The third part
involves extra-curricular activities offered by the school,

Eeouired subjeets
Table 10 shows the nine subjeects required for graduation by the

Gettysburg High School,

Table 10. Subjects Required for Graduation by the Gettysburg
High School, 1950 and 1951

English I English IT English III Inglish IV
Algebra I Biology American Civies
History

General Science
e— —— — —— e e—

The nine subjeets required by the loeal school are required for
certification as set up by the State Department of Education and the
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North Central Association., All students gradvating must have passed
these subjects., The required courses include four in English, two in
science, and one each in mathemetics, American history, and eivies.

Ilegtive subjeots
The school required 16 one-year courses for graduation, Nine

are required subjects;y therefore, each stuvdent may seleet seven, The
elective courses offered by the Gettysburg High School may be seen in
Table 11,

Table 11. Eleetive Subjects Offered to the Graduates
of the Gettysburg High School, 1950 and 1951

e

Soeial Studies World History Typing I Typing II

Home ¥e. I Home Ne. II Shorthand Bookkeeping

Agriculture I  Agriculture II  Chemistry Shorthand

Gemetry Algebra II (1) Physics
Trigonometry (2)  Algebra II (1)
Home Be. IIX Trigonometry (2)
Agriculture III Home Ee, III
Agriculture IV

If one will compare Table 10 and Table 11, the freshmen have three
required subjects and can choose only one alaetiva.v The girls may choose
between Home Geonomies and Social Studies, while the boys may choose
between Agriculture and Social Studies. The boys reeceive woodworking
shopwork two days a week in conjunction with Agrieulture, The sophomores



have two required subjeets; therefore, the student may choose two
electives, The girls may choose between Home Economies, World History,
and Geametry. The boys may choose Agrieculture II, World History, or
Geametry, The boys taking Agriculture get two days a week of shop
which consists mainly of rope work and forging, The juniors have two
required subjeets and may choose two from the eleetive field. The
seniors have two required subjeets and may choose two from the elective
field. All jumiors and seniors may take five subjeets if they maintain
a "B" average in all subjects, Students were discouraged from early
gradvation, but enecouraged to add more subjeets to their rescord for
gradvation,

The elective eourses are added to extend a student's field of
study. Two courses in Science are eleective, Chemistry and Physics.
Three courses in Mathematics are elective, Geametry, Algebra II, and
Trigonometry. Four years of Agriculture with shop are offersd, Boys
taking Agriculture must attend classes seven periods per week, Five
of these periods are spent on class work and two periods are spent on
shop work, Four gourses are offered in the commercisl subjects,
Typing I, Typing II, Shorthand, and Bookkeeping. Most of the commer-
clal courses are offered in the jumior and senior years. Those stu-
dents who wish to take Typing II must first complete Typing I.

Extragwricular Aotivitieg
The boys may participate in sports, which ineluded football,

basketball, track and gym, Music consisted of band, instrumental and
chorus. The dramatiecs offered were plays and declamation,
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The girls are offered no participation in sports, Their activi-
ties in gports are limited to cheerleading, Music consisted of band,
instrumental, gles club, and mixed chorus. Girls may take part in
dramatics which eonsists of plays and declamation,

Sumary
The curriculum offered the students during their four years in

high school eonsisted of mine required subjects and 18 elective sub-
Jects. The school's objeetive was to offer four years of English, four
years of Seience, and three years of Mathematies. Students taking
these courses were considered taking an academic major, Voeational
majors were offered in Home Seonomics and Agricvlture, The student
taking all the camerelal subjects selected a comereial major, These
majors were used mainly for guidance purposes and for student loads in
various clagses in the jumior and senior years., Most of the e¢lasses
were eampoged of 50 students; therefore, all required subjeets had two
divisions, while the electives were split up so only one division in
each course had to be taught,

The extracurricular activities secemed to be adequate for a school
of this size and consisted of sports, music, and dramatics.

The school day was divided into seven periods, Each period eonw
sisted of fifty-five minutes. The pupils were either in the study hall
for study or in the classroom for reeitation,

The choice of occupation for the females ahM thet Home Eco-
nonies is an important subjeet offered in the high sehool, Camercial
subjeets, such as typing and bookkeeping, no doubt helped students in
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college and later in their chosen vocations, The college preparatory
courses were a great ald to the 44 percent that went on to college.
Nine students did not seek further education after high sehool, This
nay justify the Agriculture program in the high school.



CHAPTER VII
RELATIONSHIP (OF SCHOLARSHIP AND OUT-(F-SCHOOL LIFE

Intreduetion

The gradvates were divided into three groups based on their
rank in eclass., The upper one-third included those students who ranked
in the wpper one~third of their respective class, the middle one-third
was compoged of those students who ranked in the middle one-third of
their respective class, and the lower one~third consisted of those
students who ranked in the lower one-third of their respeetive class,
The class of 1950 was represented by twenty-eight studemts. Ten were
placed in the upper one-third, due to a tie in rank between the ninth
and tenth stvdents, nine were placed in the middle one-~third, and nine
were placed in the lower one-third, The class of 1951 was represented
by thirty-six students., Twelve students were placed into each of the
three groups. Each group will be treated separately as to vocational
choice and further edveation in this study.

Ihe wpper gne-third group
In this group, there were 22 gradvates, Ten of the graduates

were fran the class of 1950 and 12 were graduates from the e¢lass of
1951, There were nine males and thirteen women.

The occupations of the nine males of this group at the present
time are shown in Teble 12, Three are teaching, Two are clergyuen,
One is in medical research, O(ne is in business administration. One
is an engineer and one is in sales, All of the males in the wupper
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Table 12, Occupational Choices of the Upper One-Third of the
Gradvates of the Gettysburg High School
at the Present Time, 1960

Occupational Fercent of total

—cholee lale Female Jiale  Temale

Housewife 0 6 27.4

Teaching 3 1 13,7 445

Clergy 2 0 9.2

Nursing 0 2 9.1

Service 0 2 9.1

Medicine ¢ 1 45 4e5

Business 1 0 be5

Engineering ) § 0 4e5

Sales 1 0 4e5

Craf'ts 0 ) | he5
Total 9 13 40.9 59.1

e e e e e e e e e e

one~third group attended college.

The occupations of the 13 females of this group at the present
time are shown in Table 12, Six are housewives. Two are in nursing.
Two are in services, one is an avditor's aid, and the other is a elerk
in a drugstore, Ten females in this group are married and three are
single, This group represents all of the single girls in the total
group.

The fields of study of the nine males in this group after gradua-
tion are shown in Table 13, Three received baehelor degrees in teach-

ing; one of this group has also received a master's degree, Two males



Table 13, Flelds of Study of the Upper One-Third of the Graduates
of the Gettysburg High School 1950 and 1951

Flelds of Nugber of students Porcent of total
~gtudy Vale Female lale Female
None 0 6 2744
Teaching 3 4 13,7 18,1
Clergy 2 0 9.1
Nursing 2 9.1
Business Adm. 2 0 9.1
Medicine 1 | 4e5 45
ingineering 1 0 45

Total 9 13 40.9 59.1

B

have entered the clergy; these men have spent eight years in further
education, They have received a B.A, in the Bible and a B.D, in the
ministry. Two have received degrees in business administration., One
has received his doctor's degree in medicel reseserch, One male graduated
in engineering.

The fields of study of the 13 females in this group ere shown in
Table 13, Six of the girls in this group had no further educatiom,
This would indicate that nearly one-half of the girls in this group did
not seek further education., Seven girls did seek further education be-
yond high school, Four selected teaching as a career, Two of these
teachers received degrees, the third received a threé-year certificate,
and the fourth received a teaching permit. Two .girls received degrees

as registered nurses, and one girl received a B,S. degree in medicine,
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Ihe piddle one-third group
In this group, there were 21 students, Nine of the gradvates

were from the class of 1950 and 12 were graduates from the class of
1951, There were nine males and twelve females in this group.

The occupations of this group at the present time are shown in
Table 14,

Table 14. Occupational Choices of the Middle One-Third of the Graduvates
of the Gettysburg High School at the Present Time, 1960

B e e e e e e e e eeermed

Oceupational Nugber of students Dorcent of total
~—ghoice JMales Fenales Males  TFemaleg
Housewife 0 12 57.0
Lawyer 2 0 9¢5
Ag, Technician 1 0 4e8
Biologist 1 0 4e8
Sales 2 0 9¢5
Engineer 1 0 4.8
Armed Service 1 0 4e8
Deceased : § 0 4.8
Total 9 12 43,0 57.0

S ey
The occupations of the nine males in this group are shown in
Table 14, Two are lawyers, two are in seles, one is an engineer, one is
in the armed services flying aircraft, and one of thg boys was killed in
a farm accident in 1958, Seven of the male graduates are presently in

occupations requiring at least four years of education beyond high school,
The occupation of the 12 females in this group is housewife,



The fields of study of this middle group after gradvation are
shown in Table 15,

Table 15, Fields of Study of the Middle One-Third of the Graduvates
of the Gettysburg High School, 1950 and 1951

Law 2 0 95

Ag, Technician 1 0 4e8

Teaching 1 1 4o 4e8

Biologist 1 0 4o

Engineer 2 0 9.9

Hone 2 0 945 52.3
Total 9 12 42.9 57¢1

e e e e et

The fields of study of the nine males in the middle group are
shown in Table 15, Two received law degrees and are practieing law,

Two received engineering degrees; one is an engineer and the other is in
the armed forces. One each received college degrees in teaching, biology,
and in agriculture, Seven of the boys in this group of nine boys re-
ceived ecollege degrees, Two did not seek further eduecation,

The fields of study of the 12 females in the middle group may be
seen in Table 15, The largest number, or 11, of the girls did not seek
further education. One girl in this group took an eight-weeks teaching
eourse, She received a teaching permit, All the girls in this growp

are marrisd,
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Ihe lover one-third group
In this group there were 21 graduates., Nine of the graduvates

were from the class of 1950, and 12 were from the class of 1951, There
were twelve males and nine females in this group.
The occupations of this lower group may be seen in Table 16.

Table 16. Occupational Choices of the Lower One~Third of the Graduvates
of the Gettysburg High School at the Present Time, 1960

Occupational Number of students Pergent of total
—choice Male Female Male Female
Housewife 0 6 28,5
Services 4 i 19.0 4e8
Farming 3 0 14.2
Teaching 1l 0 48
Nursing 0 1 4.8
Sales 2 0 G5
Crafts 1 1 4.8 4e8
Business ) | 0 4e8

Total 12 9 57.1 42.9

b e e e e A e et e e

The occupations of the 12 male graduates in the lower third may
be seen in Table 16, Four are in service occupations., Three are farm-
ing, Two are in sales, one is in teaching, one is in crafts, and one is
in business., Of the four men in the service occupations, one is a elerk
in a super market, the third owns a service station and the fourth is a
barber, Thres of the men in this group are in océupations which require

a degree. Three of the men attended vocational schools.



The occupations of nine females in the lower third group are
shown in Table 16, The largest mmber, or six, are housewives. Ome is
in a service occupation, One is in nursing, and one is in erafts., All
of the females in this group are married.

The fields of study of the 12 males in this lower third group
are shown in Table 17, The largest mumber in this group, or six, did
not seek any further education, This represents one-half of the men in
this group, Three, or one-fourth, of the men took some college work,
One of this group received a degree in teaching and is teaching at the
prosent time., The second received a degree in animal husbandry and is
presently in sales work selling feed, The third member attended busi-
ness college and received an accounting degree; presently, this man
sells insurance and real estate. Three of this group attended voca-
tional schools. One is an accountant in business for himself, The
second attended barber school and presently is a barber, The third at-
tended a maintenance school provided by the Bell Telephone Company.

The fields of study of the nine females in the lower third group
are shown in Table 17, Seven of the nine girls did not seek any further
education, Of the remaining two girls, one gradvated from nursing school
after three years of study. The second graduated from a vocational
school in hair styling.

Ihe group as g uhole
In studying the differences in the three groupé, a clearer picture

of the entire group can be made by putting them together into one table,
Table 18 will show the occupational choices for all male graduates in the
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Table 17, Fields of Study of the Lower One-~Third of the Graduates
of the Gettysburg High School, 1950 and 1951

S et
Pields of =)

—Etudy Male Temale Male Fenale

None 6 7 28,4 33.3

Accounting 2 0 95

Ag, Technieian 1 0 4e8

Teaching : 3 0 4e8

Nursing 0 1l 4.8

Barber § 0 4.8

Telephone 1 0 4e8

Beauty Opsrator 0 ; | 4.8
Total 12 9 57.1 42,9
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three groups, There are 30 boys shown on this table., Thirty percent of
the boys are in the upper one-third of their class, Thirty percent are
in the middle third, and 40 percent of the boys are in the lower one-
third of their class,

The nine boys in the upper one-third of the class are in profes-
sions requiring four or more years of education beyond high school,
Teaching and the elergy represent the vocations in which the greateat
number may be found at the present time, Seven of the nine boys in the
niddle one-third of the grovp are in professions requiring four or more
years of education beyond high school, Three of the boys in the lower
one~third of the group completed four ysears of college and are presently
employed in teaching, business, and sales, respectively, HNine of the
boys, or 75 percent, in the lower third of their class are employed in
vocational occupations such as sales, services, farming and crafts,

The fields of study of the male graduvates in the three groups may
be compared in Table 19, Nine boys in the upper one-third, seven in the
middle one-third, and three in the lower one-third of the group completed
four or more years of college education. Three boys in the lower one-
third attended vocational schools, Two boys in the middle group and six
boys in the lower group did not seek further eduvcation,

The occupational choices of the female graduates are compared in
Table 20, There are 34 girls in the three groups. The upper one-third
is represented by 35.2 percent, or 12 girls, and the lower onme-third is
represented by 26,5 percent, or 9 girls, The table shows that 24 girls
are housewives, Six may be found in the upper one-third; twelve, or all
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the girls in the middle group, are housewives, and six females in the
lower one-third are housewives, The leading voeations chosen following
housewife seem to be nursing and the services.

The fields of study for the female graduates in the three groups
may be compared in Table 21, Seven girls in the upper one-third, ome
in the middle third, and two in the lower third chose to further their
education, Twenty-four of the girls did not seek further education
aftter high school, Six may be found in the upper one~third, eleven in
the middle one~third, and seven in the lower ome-third,

Sumary
The study shows all the nine male graduates in the upper one-

third of their class went to college and that all completed four to
eight years of college. The nine male graduvates all are presently em=
ployed in professions which require four or more years of education be-
yond high school,

In the middle one-third of the class, a large number of the male
graduates went to college, and all seven completed four or more years
of education beyond high school, The seven are presently employed in
professions requiring four or more years of education beyond high school,
Two of the boys did not go to college; one is a bread salesman, and the
other is deceased.

In the lower one-third of the male graduvates, three students went
to college; three students went to vocational schools ,’ and six students
sesked no further education,

The study shows that the vocational choice of male graduates is
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directly related to rank in class, Most of the professionsl occupations
requiring four or more years of education came from the upper two-thirds
of their class, and that vocational occupations were the choice of the
greatest number, approximately three-fourths, of the male students in
the lower one~third of their class,

Of the 34 female graduates in this study, seven in the upper one-
third of their class went to college and received their degrees, while
one female in the middle one-third group and two in the lower one-third
group continued their education, Teaching and nursing seem to be the
leading vocational choices for girls seeking further education. The
three single girls all ranked in the upper one-third of their class.
Thirty-one of the girls are merried., Twenty-four of the girls are house-
wives, Of the seven married women who are working, four are in the

upper-third group, and three are in the lower one-third group.
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CHAPTER VIII

SUMMARY, RECOMMENDATIONS, AND IMPLICATICNS FCR FURTHER STUDY

Sumery
Upon examination and tabulation of data received from the

questionnaires used in this study, justifiable coneclusions may be
drawn, The following conclusions are based on findings in this study.

1. Yoecational choicesg of graduateg
The study shows that the group, as a whole, at gradvation chose

teaching and housewife as their leading choices of vocation, At the
present time, housewife is the leading voecation and teaching ranks third
as a vocation,

The leading vocational choices of the males at graduation were
farming, teaching, and engineering, Now the leading vocations followed
are sales, teaching, and services,

The leading vocational choice of the females at graduation was
and presently is housewife,

Out of a class of 64 graduvates, seven of the gradvates had no
choice of occupation at the time of gradvation, Four of this group were
males and three females, Twenty-five graduates had the same choice of
occupation at graduation as at the present time, Nine of this group
were male and 16 were female, Four boys and none of the girls wished

to change occupations in the future.
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2+ Further education of graduateg
The study shows thet approximately 44 percent of the graduvates

went on to college, Two times as many males as females attended cole
lege, Three times as many men as women received degrees from college,
Three of the malss and one female attended voeational school,

Eight boys and 24 of the girls did not seek further eduecation
after gradvating from high school, This grovp represents 50 percent of

the graduvating class,

3. High school curriculwm for the glasses gtudied
The curriculum offered the students during their four years in

high school consisted of nine required subjects and 18 elective sub-
jeets,

Three majors were available to the students during their temure
in high school, Students taking four yeers of lnglish, four years of
science and three years of mathematics were comsidered taking an aca-
demic major, Voeational majors were offered in three years of Home
Heonomies for girls and four years of Agriculture with shop for the
boys, The students taking all the commercial subjects selected a com-
mercial major, )

Extracurricular activities offered ths boys consisted of sports,
physical education, music both voeal and instrumental, and dramatics.
Extracurricular activities offered to the girls were musiec s Consisting
of wocal and instrumental, and dramaties, |
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4+ Belationship of scholarship and out-of-gchool life
The study shows that all of the nine males in the upper one-third

of their class went to college and that all completed four to eight
years of college. In the middle ome-third group, seven of the nine males
attended college, and all seven completed four or more years of educa-
tion beyond high school, In the lower one~third group, three students
went to college, three students went to vocational school, and six stu-
dents did not seek further edueation.

The vocational choiges of the male graduates were directly re-
lated to rank in class. Most of the professional occupations requiring
four or more years of college education came from the upper two-thirds
of their class. Vocational occupations were the choice of approximately
three-fourths of the male students in the lower third of their class,

Seven of the 13 femalss in the upper one~third of their class
went on to college, One of the 12 females in the middle one-third went
on to ecollege, and two of the nine in the lower third went on to col-
lege, Thirty-one of the girls are married., Twenty-four of the girls
are housewives. Teaching and nursing were the leading vocational choices
for girls seeking further education,

Eecormendationg

1. Yoecational ghoices of graduates
Twenty-five of the 64 graduates, or 39 percent, had the same choice

of occcupation at gradvation and at the present time, If this percentage
is to be raised, counseling and testing of the students during their



60

years of schooling seem to be an important part of the school eurriculum,

Seven gradvates had no choice of occupation at gradvation, If
proper counseling and a good voeational library were offered the stu-
dents, then the background and the preparation of the student would
necessarily be improved considerably, Therefore » the student may be
stimulated to set a goal for later life,

2. Further gducation of graduates
Eight boys and 24 girls did not seek further edveation beyond

high school. This represented 50 percent of the graduates in this
study. If this percentage is to be lowered, good counseling, plus a
good voeational library, may stimulate these students to further their
education, The students who are intelligent enough to attend college
should be encouraged to do so, The students of lower intelligence may
be guided to attend vocational schools, This group would increase their
income and be more helpful to sociecty.,

Girls should be encouraged to have further education as an eco=-
nomic protection in the ease of the loss of the breadwinner,

3. High school curricvlum for the glasses studied
The high school curriculum offered three majors during the gradu-

ates! temure in higb schools To the academic major could be added
foreign language and art., To the vocational major eould be added shop
and mechanical drawing, The commercial major seems to.be sufficient, A
good guidance program should be offered the students,

Because the school population ineludes such a cross section of



ability groups, all levels should be given an opportunity for training
aceording to their ability.

4. Relationship of gcholarship and out-of-gchool life
The study shows that the voeational choices of the male gradu-

ates are directly related to rank in class. Most of the professional
occupations requiring four or more years of college education came from
the upper two-thirds of the class, Therefore, it seems fitting that a
good counseling and testing program will guide these average and above
students to a higher plane in their chosen vocations,

Vocational occupations were the cholce of approximately threec-
fourths of the males in the lower third of their class, It seems
proper that these students could be guided by a good coumseling program
to ettend vocational and trade schools to make them better fitted for
the vocation of their choice.

It seems proper that all the girls should take Home Economies

as about 90 percent of the girls in this study are married,

Implicationg for Further Study
One of the projeets which could be earried out wouvld be to ask

the students why they changed voeational choices between graduvation and
the present tinme.

Another study which could prove quite intersesting would be to
ocompare the student's intelligence with his rank in class.

The study of the relationship of high grades in certain subjects

to voeational choice would make an interesting project.
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The following studies could also be of value:

(1) The study of the migration of students after gradvatiom,
Where do they find employment? It would be interesting to find out why
people select the locals in which they finally settle.

(2) A commumity survey to determine what job openings are
present in the local community.

(3) A study should be made of the drop-out students to find out
the cause for drop-outs, Where did the school fail these students?

What are these students doing at the present time?
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Name

Address

1., What was your vocational choice at graduvation?

2, UWhat is your occupation at the present time?

3., Did you follow the occupation of your choice? Yes No
4e Do you plan to enter another occupation? Yes No

5, If so, what occupation do you plan to enter?

6. If so, why do you plan to make this change?

7. Service Record - Branch of Serviee

Years in Service Type of work

8, Pmployment Since Graduations
Name of Employer Type of Work

9, Did you complete any education beyond High School? Yes No

Degrees Earned or
Type of School Place Years Completed
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Gettysburg, South Dakota

Dear Alumnuss

I am writing a research problem for gradvate study
at State College, Brockings, South Dakota on the
follow=-up of the gradustes of Gettysburg High School
for the years 1950 and 1951, This study is of real
importance to future students of this high school
for improving guidance services, your cooperation
is a real necessity for this, Would you be kind
enough to complete the attached questiomnaire and
return it to me as soon as possible?

Your name will not be used in this study only your
replies to the questions will be used, Your early
return of this data is urgently requested,

Best wishes to you on a suecessful future, and
thank you for your cooperation,

Sineerely,

Stephen Polich
Ag Teacher
Gettysburg High School
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